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Echoes in tl

By John Siove
Saginaw Arthur HN's acllon In
deserting  the Saglnaw  Valley
Reglonnl to compele at Blrming

liam, and thereby quallly more |

men for the Stalo rack  meoeet
aroused cnmity In certaln que
tery — partleulnrly  in Battle
Creek,

A Baltle Creck Engulrer-Nows
clipping chargd®! that the Hlills'

.|actlon “deprived many alhleles'in |-

the Birmingham area of chancoes
lo go o the Stale meet,” and ar
gued that "such practices are nof
in keeping with the spirit of

Amoerleanlsm whiceh Is predicated|:

upon the motle of ‘llve and Jet
llve! "  The Baltle Creek seribe
urged the Stafe lo take. actlon
to define the rights of tcams to
seleet  thelr own  competlilve
flelds,

If the Stnle lrack meel 18 de
slgned solely to. oncouruyc good
fellowship, then the Hills unques.
Uanably did the wrong thing—
and Pontlne ls also to blame singe
It has for years conipeted In a
Reglonal separale from the Val-
ley Conference,  Buf se under
stand that! reglonal moels arel’
held o reduce the fleld and qualt.
fy the bost hoys for ihe Slate
meet—so we say that if the third.
place and fifth-place teams In the
Valley fecl they ean win Reglon.
al Llles elsewherg, more power
to them,

That Is just what happened,
The Hills and Pontine both cap.
tured Reglonal hendpleces, aftey
placing thivd and [lfth in the
3| Valley meet, Four Valley schools
placed {n the flrst shx In"the State
Indoor carnival and they had no
desire to Kill off each other untll
tho State ouldoor flnals,

The fact 1s that Coach BN
Kelly sought to enter the Flve-A
Reglonal but was told it was
closed to conleronce teams, Bal
tle Creek edgoed Ann Arbor in the
Flve-A, so  perhaps the  Corenl
CHy's attack on Arthur JTHI was
parily due to n fear of tougher
competition In the State Ilnnls.
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