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E IS---19 YEARS

BY GEORGE PUSCAS

Nineteen - year - old Fletcher
Gilders smashed the 19-year-
old National scholastic indoor
pole vault record Thursday with
a spectacular Yeap of 13 feet,
31, inches and a bit of good
fortune.

The versatile Northwestern
High School athlete easily
eclipsed the former standard
of 18 feet, 2 inches. The old
mark was established in 1930
by John Wonsonitz, of Froe-
bel High School, Gary, Ind.

Gilders, a trim 155-pounder
who is also National AAU jun-
ior tumbling champion and cuy
League diving titlist, thus be
came the second local athlete lo
join the Nation's prep greats
within the last six months.
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REDFORD HIGH School's
Burwell (Bumpy) Jones claimed
the National individual medley
record in the league's swimming
championships last November.

Gilders, one of the finest
af in the De-
troit schools, claimed the mark
in his first shot at the new
height Thursday. He had tried
for the record last week, but
failed.

A small lad as pole vaulters
go, the 5-foot-8 star soared
cleanly over the bar in his rec-
ord effort. As he cleared and
began to straighten for his long
descent, however, he scraped the
bar lightly with his ribs.
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THE BAR ROCKED crazily
for a second, but finally steadied
on its pins. Gilders glided grace-
fully down from a height never
before attained by a high school
vaulter.

He was promtly mobbed by
dozens of fans attending the
Northwestern - Southw estern
dual meet.

standard
feet, 6 inches. Two fruitless

(lt. 9 feet, 6 inches). Then the
tandards were sent up to 11
6.

Glldenpveﬂnmr-upw-
ity crowd of 2,000 a bit of a

against the bar and sent it
sailing. He came back to clear
the height easily and succeed-

showed it to be 13 feet 3%5.
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OFFICIAL RECOGNITION of
the effort appears a certainty.
Offic inl.a P 'aul Bernd and Wally

ch Jimmy Rus-
sell, hnd t.he record application
form ready to mail minutes after
Gilders smashed the record.

He had given fair warning of
his intentions, having soared 13
feet 6 in recent drills.

Tronically, Gilders’ record
will not be recognized by the
City League. The league has

37 for U.S. Pole Vault Mark

title or qualifyin; meets.

Northwestern gained an easy
54-23 triumph over Southwest-

§weeps in the 440 and 880 runs.

REDFORD GRABBED 11
first places to roll over Chadsey,
87% to 16%%, in an outdoor meet.
Ted Kress led the Huskies with
victories in the 100 (:10.8) and
220 (:24.8), a tie for first in the
high jump and a leg of the win-
ning relay team.

Miller trounced Northeastern,
63 to 20, with double victories
by Isaac Groves (high hurdles)
and a tie in the lows) pacing
the squad.
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