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Pontiac’s Junior High
Track Program Paying Off

By J OE HART '

THE SAGIN

The Chiefs served warning that this year's performance

The athletes spawned in a highly organized junior high
program have transformed Pontiac into a whale of a high
school track power,

And like Jonah, the other Saginaw Valley Yeague teams,
Including Saginaw IHigh and Arthur Hill, are in danger of
being swallowed by the newly created monster unless they
develop similar junfor high track programs.

Pontlac's coach, Wally Schloerke, gives generous credit
for the Chiefs’ sudden rise to power to the preliminary train.
ing his team membors received in a recently rcorganized
junior high track program,

In onc short season, Pontiac, a perennlal also-ran, became
a Class A track giant, winning both the state title and the
Saginaw Valley League championship easily in an era where
jntense competition had pared winning team totals to few
points or even a {raction of a point .

The athletes who accompllshed the Pounting “miracle” were
a collectlion of Junlors and sophomores who recelved extenslve
training and experience n a junior high program,

Pontiac piled up 51-13/14 points in winning the state title
{o second-place Flint Northern's 17, The Chiefs succeeded
Saginaw High as the SVIL. champion by amassing 60.7/10

was no fluke by romping to the SVL non-grad title last week,
piling up 98 polnts, while runnerup Saginaw High scored 24,
The non-grad meet annually serves as an accurate barometer
of where the track power will lie the following year,

Ualess similar junior high programs are adopted in
Saginaw, Flint and Bay City, Pontlac scems destined to
dominate SVL track competition in fuiure years.

Saginaw High and Arthur Hill are in dire need of an
influx of sophomore talent if they hope {o catch the Chiefs,

Both coaches, Herb Korf of Saginaw High and Glen Mason
of Arthur Hill, got a brief look at future prospects last week
in the annual junior high meet,

Saginaw’s one.day track carnival in which more than 600
boys and girls compete is better than nothing, but it can
hardly be compared with Pontiac's season-long junior high

program, which includes a series of dual meets as well as a
league meet,

Individual {alent, of course, Is a blg factor In track com.
petition, And there's no denylng that Pontiac has Its share
of talented performers.

But the Pontiac youngsters, mostly sophomores, were

carcfully groomed by junior high coaches primarily interested
in track,

points. Pontiac waa cqually impresmve in winning three other Saginaw’s junior high athletic program at present includes .y.¢°
major meets — the Class A regional, the Central Michigan soccer as a substitute for football, basketball, swimming and mp;
College Relays and the Saginaw High-Arthur Hill Indoor Dbascball, The annual track meet is more of a “field day” \Whit

Invitational,

than an organized attempt to develop youthful track talent,
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For instance, the Saginaw
meet program lists only five
events—three dashes, rang-
ing from 850 to 100 yards,
the high jump and the broad
jump—In its one day of com-
petition,

Pontiac In Its season-long
program Includes all of the
evenis staged In the Saginaw
meet, but has some Impor-
tant additlons — hurdles, re-
Iny, shot put and pole vault,
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A youthful Saginaw track Hung
prospect does not begin to "Pfi‘:*
compete in those four events f,:.o ‘
until he reaches the tenth ¢ .an
grade—his first year in high minu
school, in le:

That the Pontlac program
produces results is self-evi-
dent. That it will continue to
be effective is proven by
some of the performances of
this scason’s crop of junior
high competitors.

Jim Hawkins, a sprinter from
one of the five Pontlac junior
highs, hag been clocked in 103
seconds for the 100-yard daah,

The best century time {n the
Saginaw meet wag 114,

Hawkins also has broad
jumped 20-feect-2%;, A leap ol
17-feet-3%, was the top perfor-

. ) U1b

mance here, Hawkins has Al
skimmed over the 100-yard low .
What No Water thgs7 hurdles in 11.3 seconds, eracke this
fngz the old mark of 12.2 held 8 al
v+ v o A driving raln and mushy track slowed  of 8.5 secondst Harry Nash, (right) of Minne. 30I0UY by Wilite' Wilson and
the times In the Big Ten 1tack meet yesterday  soln, waa second and Willam Garner, also of than a{'eﬂ: e ';\urdlcn who from
at Columbis, Ohlo. But Jim Golliday of North.  Minnesota, (left) finished third. Michizan won compele f orgPonunc Hirh this Har
western University (right) fs shown winning  the team title easlly, (A’ Wlrephoto). seasgen. 8 '
the 100.yard dash In the good exceptional time gﬁ d
) ' In mott;,rr regmrﬁ:blej p'er- n
: ormance a Pontlae junlor 1
Rain Ruins 55th Annual Meet hien " prespects Gene Lawaon s A
cleared 8-feet-13; In the high th
jump, The top performance ¢
¢ ot ¢ here was S-feet-3, Al
ichigan Uutciasses I'ie
) The best time posted in the g
T5-yard dash here was 38 and
seconds, while the top Pontlac
mark this season was 8.4, Al
o Win big len Irack litle aiimes,..
high prospects include a shot Davi
COLUMBUS, Ohlo, - () « Golliday later streaked over events, Friday, the other field ?;ﬂl&;g‘;{'opﬁ:d‘ﬁ:ﬁf)agﬁset that
heavy downpour afler a prcllm- A near-nooded track to a 0.5 even:, the diacus, went to Min- pair of pole vaulters, who have K00¢
fnary world record-matching century victory and won the nesota’s Jerry llelgmn. cleared 10 feet.
feal In the 100-yard dash falled 220 in 213, two-lenlhs of a The Illini had won four Pontlac, incidentally. now has H.
to slow Michigan's surge o & second behind Jesse Owens' girgizht crowns. exlensive football and baskete 0 4
smanhing tlﬂumph 3;";"“’:y ”:‘ conference mark. The meet had hardly begun  ball programs in operation in  trai
::"e a.,m Big Ten outdoor lrac It was Michigan all the way before an Ohlo State Stadium its junior highs. Ti
ce in & meet which produced fine €rowd of 3.500 was sent scurry- rised If T ther
Michigan'a tolal of 62 1/8 performances under adverse Ing to the proteclion of the llnrontthlth nl?a:imtfnk only ::I?; purs
polnis virlaally doubled defend-  eonditions, The Wolverines wnn  #lands by high winds and a o0 B 0 00 n:ijor aport
ing champlon lilinole® second alx Individual evente and the :co::;:!'l’g“rhlwhl:‘:hl '52'9‘1 from  [atil this season, 14 & strong M
place total of 31 13/18. :?:Len?l:;’): ls:ngr:: l'r:u::‘l“hut B Dlack ciou contender for both conlerence ¢ard
In & competition swept by A pe The downpour was at i1y football and hasketball cham. <t
wide range of weather, mosl ol Defending champion Willard  helght when Kesan Gosper of plonships during the 1933-38 aca”t*
jt  squali-like, Northwestern's Thomson of Illinols matched the \tlnhlgnn State dethroned nij. school year. oy
Jim Golllday ran the 100.yard 120-yard high hurdles record of nols champolon Ralph Fessen- Athletic compelition on the :
asmifinal in 9.3 seconds for the 14 seconds flat, Thomson, also den in the 410 with the remark. high school level has become the
acconid Lime this season to relalning hizs 220 low hurdies abla time of 418, one-tenth of {ncrca“n:]y intlense in recent Cact
mateh the world mark, crown, snd Colliday were the & second over the meetl record. yeArs, No ]mgcr will Saginaw CIS'Q

However, an ailding wind
elightly over the accepled maxi.
mum for world records pre.
yalled.

meel'a only doudble winners,
Michigan's greatl ghow of

balance in dethroning Nlinois in.

cluded a sweep of four field

Pittsburgh’s Sowell
Nears World Record

NEW YORK U1 Talenled
Manhallen College won Uhe
JCLA track and field champion.
ship yesterday for the third
time In the past four yecats
amid & whnlczale assault on
meet records in the ancienmt
camival,

A hall.-doren records were
arl and one tied. The best matrk
wwas fumed In by diminutive
Arnle Sowell of Pliishurgh
stha mat only licked hlg arche.
rival, Tom Cmnimrr. in ihe
halt-»m"r Imi came Iﬂﬂllﬂ .
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16 lesle good for 38 poinle,
Penin Sinle was seccond with
35:2,. They were the only
teams in the running and, at
that, Georzge Easimen's Jasd-
rrs had to pull down a recond
in the mile relay behind Vil-
lariova to gain the necessary
pointls,

Joel &hankle, Duke's onhieman
cang and one of the two doudle
wintiets, lied the 120.yvard high
hurdles record with a 14.1 ef-
forl. He alen took the broad
Jump with & leap of 21 feet
8 irxches

Another fine performance
came In Lhe £50 as Michigan's
Pete Gray outlasted favored
Henry Cryer of lllinols o win
in & commendable 1:54.4, {wo-
tenths of a second alower than

the Big Ten record,

Michigan's other viclories
came a3 John Moule won the
mile in 4:14.8; Bob Appleman
{ook the pole vaull al 13-feel-
fu; Mark Boolh relaitied his
high jump crown at 6-feel:-6,
Dave Owen won the shot wilh
. S4-feel-47; lozs and Junior
Stelstra caplured the broad
Jump at 23.feel-5% inches.

\When Golliday whizzed to his
{09.3 elocking, the wind velocity
was 433 miles an hour, just

?;r; the allowadle record of

In his 9.5 championship ef-
fort, the wind velocily was 2.8,

FINAL TEAM SCORING
Michiran €621/6: 2_1n.

High, for instance, be able to
dominate SVL and state Class
A track rimply by placing more
emphadis on that particular
sport than do most schools.

Most Clazs A zchools in the
slate now are fully aware of
the value and prestige that can
be guined by lielding & winning
track team,

In the tuture, It apprara al-
most certaln that It will take
a combination of {alented
sotingelers, carefully prepated
in Junlor high athletic pro-
grame and groomed In well
hatanced high school programse,
fo be a consisient winner In

any sport,

Over emphasis? IU'sdiffteult
In erilicize any attempt,
whelher on an athletie field or
in & clasrroom, that strives for
petfection,
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