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| Pioneer Thinclads
- Give Up Loop Title
- By Slender Margin

TEAM POINT CHART

; Sexton . m R
w l ANN ARBOR 69 Ly
¥ Kalamazoo Ny

Battle Creek 44
Lastern Lo
Jackson e 32 !

By Dave Telfl

-4

Ann Arbor High thinclads, havipg failed in a “long-way- |

=< |laround” effort to retain their Six-A League track chuampionship, .
: turned in uniforms today and closed the book on a season highly
; successful despite Saturday's tile defeat in Lansing.

'Y The Pioneers missed by a meager two and a fraction points

"

in the Big Reds’ favor.

i

as pre-meet Favourite Lansing Sexton claimed the cinder crown
and 1t seems possible ground lost because of a misunderstanding ,
'1n the second running event of the finals may have turned things .

Because of injury to another runner, Ann Arbor's versalle
Willie Hielign was asked to handle the second leg of the med- .
ley-relay race, an event worth double points toward the team
crown. Willing but unfamiliar with procedure, Hieligh misun-
derstood Starter Lynn Adams’ instructions and believed he had

to run in the lane in which he started throughout his 220-yard
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Pin. ers rolled in ahead of the pack

sprint. The speedy Pioneer, stuck in a middle alley, thus went
a good many extra yards as he sped around the curve and the
Ann Arbor medleyists finished fifth, picking up two team points.
Had Hieligh taken the short route. the Pioneers very likely

would have finished a notch
higher and might even have
beaten out third-place Sexton
for a six-point swing.

Conjecture wins no track
meels. however, sog Russ Ma-
ples' balanced Sextonites, who
scored in all events save the
pole vault, today are guard-
ing the well-earned track
plaque following a victory
which also sews up for the
Lansing Reds at least a share
of the cherished Six-A All-
Sports Trophy.

And — along with Ann Ar.
hor — Battle Creek’'s Bearcats
and Jackson's Vikings had rea-
son for ‘“might- have - been”
thinking. Battie Creek, despite
winning four individual events,
finished fourth as Quarter-
Miler Joe Bass, seemingly a
clear winner, fell vards from
the finish line and gained no
440 points after which the:
Bearcat 880-yard relay team
failed to finish when Jeff Nel. !
son went down (and temporar-'l
ily “out’) 100 yards into the
second leg. Jackson, almost a -
sure bet for second place in
this event, lost the points
which might have pulled the
Vikings into fifth in the team
standings when its 880 team
was disqualified, Bob Thomp-
king being charged with caus-
ing the Battle Creek runner's
fall

Limber-limbed Jesse Camp-
bell accounted for Ann Arbor
High's only individual titles,
taking the high jump and the'
120-yard high hurdles to share
double-victory honors with Bat- |
tle Creek's flashy sophomore
speedster, Jim Burise. The!
latter forced Pioneer Dempsey |
Taylor to runnerup finishes in,
hoth dashes and was pushed
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to league-record time in the,

furlong.
Campbell finished second to

Ann Arbor and Sexton were deadlocked with 39%2 points
-s by cach going into the meet-ending half-mile relay. Sexton’s sprint--

in this mishap-marred event to

finish off one of the Big Reds’ finest sports years in true cham-

or all pionship style.
pair

Pioneer Hieligh. incidentally, more than made up for his

jwell understandable medley-relay error as he tied for second in Lhe
high jump, placed fifth in the broad jump. and helped in the
runnerup finish in the 880 relay. Other Ann Arbor High point
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makers were Aks: Kikul, Wayne Myers, Kirk Jackson. Brian
Westfield, Odis Askew. and Mike levin

0.
tl

the meet's other record-maker, Jackson's Buck Barham, in the 'y,
180-yard low hurdles while the Pioneers also benefited from
(arl Allen’s runnerup finish to Sexton’s promising Mac Poll in
the mile and from Dennis Johnson’s second to Eastern’s (eorge
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