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‘ Francie Kraker Dreams Of Olympics

By Ron Tanguay

In 1960, Francie Kraker took
an interest in the Olympic
Games and the amazing per-
formance of Wilma Rudoiph.
““It was just an interest, noth-
ing special, and I didn’t know
that | had any potential,” she

world records.

The Simmons base their
1964 and 1968 predictions on
several factors.

‘*She has a natural stride,
which we have never tried to
change, good speed. and in-

i - tellizence,” thev explained. plo
caFdldl}q 3‘}1“‘“5‘ [5r d “She never forgets her in. .Cal
A n 1362, the pert, 1>-year-o structions and learns quick- da;

nn Arbor lass has been \
learning she has an ability for Iy.
running 440 yards faster than The Simmons' also concur thu
other girls and women. Now with Miss Kraker's mother Mr
there 1S an “active nterest concerning the voung athlete's the
which is triggering fond competitive nature. ‘‘She has hac
dream_s‘of travel and perhaps alwavs had to be the best in
oo RS ?‘lmost too glu.ch to evervthing she has attemp-
drea::n for™ . . . an Olympic ted.” Mrs. Kraker said. onl
appearance. Those who wish to be the |Ma

In 1964, it is believed that best in athletics must train. (!0
Miss Kraker will have at S 3 S Wia - Tk N CHRANNINE | U SN Miss Kraker's training began Mr
least 2 slim chance of mak- : indoors last October. The pro- ;he
ing the U. S. Olympic team— gram consisted of three half- tio
IF. hour sessions a week during |

In 1968, it is firmly believed which . she ran 220-y_'ard ho!
that she will make the Olym. dashes, jogged. and practiced
pic team, but again there is L starts. Since then the only ¢
that qualifying IF. SR variance has been in length- |¢..

_ RERTCs . ening the distances of her i,

The beliefs in her future dashes. pa
and the “IFS’" were expressed FRANCIE KRAKER In setting up the training {ip,
by Mrs. Kenneth Simmons program, the Simmons have |to
and her husband, Miss Krak-  and only one loss would bear compete in meets this spring.  vears of experience to offer. |10
er's coach and advisor, re- out this statement. Miss Kraker suffered her Mrs. Simmons has heen a
spectively. | Her rise in track began in  only defeat in her first meet, ppysical-education teacher in |sti

The Simmons. who live at  the fall of 1961 during a physi- the Chicago Track Club Open, grades one through 12 for the |Re
831 Tappan Ct, beheve that if  cal-fitness program at Slau. When she went against some .4 12 years. She is a grad- [on
Miss Kraker can endure the son Junior High. Miss Kraker ©f the best in the nation. Her ..o of Eastern Michigan
hard work and self sacrifice  caught the attention of Mrs. trip to the Windy City was @  ypiiergity where she met her {m
required of an Olympic ath- Simmons, a physical-education Junior High graduation pres- husband who was also study- M
lete she has a chance in 1964  teacher, during the program  ent from her parents, Dr. and ing physical education. Wi
and is a certainty for 1968. when she toured 600 yards in  Mrs. Ralph Rraker, 517 East g, n e " who is a physical-

"It would surprise us if less than two minutes. Ann St education instructor at the
Francie did make the 1964 The Simmons began encour- That was the last time Miss  niversityv of Michigan and
Olympic games, but then aging her to develop her po- Kraker has seen heels and el- freshmtan' tr;ck coach
Francie is a surprising girl,”  tential and when she express- bows in front of her. In her lettered in track, boxing and
Simmons said. ed willingness, a training pro- five successive victories the basketball at E'aqtern "'\Iich-

Her brief track history and gram was started and ar- proud and—at the moment— igan ) ’ !
her record oféfn'e victories  rangements made for her to  only member of the new Ann gin'd what do Dr and Mrs

Arbar Anns Track C!Ub‘ has Kraker, who also have two
accrued a couple of interest- other daughters. Leslie. 12
You can Get ing times. d M ,l‘? 16’ think 'bnt‘
One of these was a 64.2.sec- 2N0 varyln Is, think abou
ond effort which was good their daughter’'s track mteﬂr- de
enough to win the Michigan €St and plans for the future? .
AAU Open Championship. The “We are very pleased to see th
other was a 1:039 clocking. per take pan:n Mrs Kraker V!
\ The latter 1s only six-tenths of . uared. “Neither of us cap ¢
a second off the state AAU ... any athletic prowess
record for senior women. The o w0 have alwavs encour. °F
wnmen.S wol‘ld T@COI‘d fOI‘ the aﬂl'd our (‘h“drf“.to bf ac- .
#0-yard dash, 337 seconds, o i "cnorc And vou know L
o e Konker has  tday vou see so many chil- g
T | . dren who just sit around do-
come a long way in a few . hing ]
. short months. She still has a "M% nothing. al
Pienning a vacation—-See long way to go hefore she is Miss Kraker is not a girl to 3

vs for o quick Cash Loon-—
Come in or phone today.

ready to compete in the
Olympics or to challenge for

sit around doing nothing
Aside from her track activi-

We0000000000000000004 ties, the honorroll student
M4 BOB UFER 3 plans to attend college and
¢ Complete z pursue her interest in art. H
: INSURANCE : Sh_ei't almt pla;;s (tihe pi?no.. ad- .
. ¢ mitting to a fondness for jazz, '®
::: E ::’;’;:;7 . Cg:{:tifh'::? S swims. dives and ‘I just like w
ne - - . .
S Phone NO 2.3107; NO 5.7073 ¢ !0 take part in all kinds of of

v
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