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Prep Vaulter Always Dreamed of Heights

Not too many peopls would
h

rec
age of 10, but the Corbin
(Ky) native already knew
what he wanted out of ife,
Durham dregmed of jump-

g Nat Durham

Ing 1 feet with a pole.
No universal cure for dis-
ease. No galaxies to reach, or
orlds o conquer, Just
est desire—and the backbons
to fulfill ft.

Nat esbeaiad b Iih
birthday on April 27.

e Ul il
reality of his fondest dream,

‘The Farmington High senfor
sonred 15 feet to take the pole
Vault at the state track cham-
slnstips a Fln and becums

o first prep to achieve that
kil Michigan acholds-
e history.
e bis eforts, Durkans bas
named the Free Press
Prep Star of the Week.

THE 6-FOOT:, 160-pound
Falcon leaper had _tradition
going for him at_the st
trials—Ron Shortt, Michig
first 14-foot vaulter in 1966,
also called Farmington High
alma mater.

More important, Nat had a
workingknowledge of the

rules. And associates to defend
his rights.

“I let out a big yell after I
Jumped out of the pit,” Dur-
ham remarked, hardly able to
contain the delight of his re-
cord deed. “1 was really
screaming.

“I picked up my pole and
mmed it to the ground, then
started shaking ~everyone's
hand. I was In another world.
N f for  long. The fudge mo-
tioned . He _told me
my Jump was Hegal, Megal?"

Durham's pole had been
caught by a meet employe in
front of the bar, allegedly in
Violation of a rule which states
the pole may not break the
plane of the jump, rest on the
cross bar or hit the standards.

‘The intensity of Nat's anger
could have melted steel.

“I got hot under the collar
arguing with the fudge,” Dur-
ham sighed. “‘But the pole was

caught! It didn't touch any-
thing,” T hollared.
“WHAT A waste of breath.
The coach pushed me away
and took up the argument. The
frustration. I began to cry. I
haven't done that since I was
12, This has to be the greatest
disappointment in my li
A formal protest was made.
A committee was chosen to
adjudicate and agreed the rule
was hazy. Decision: In Nat's
favor after a 20 minute delay.
“You think the walt was
bad,” Durham rapped. “Barry
Benton of Flint stil has fumps
coming .... and Just missed on
bis fist. T nearly had  heart
attack. 1 was
coulda't o vm. Lat oo 1]
stand.”

For the state meet, perhaps.
But Nat now has a reputation.
The the limit for last
Friday's Oakland County
meet, Oh, yes. Benton hit 15
feet, % inch in a local meet
during the week.

“Three-quarters of an inch?
Small stuff,” Durham biurted.
£I8 ho had don two inches
at really counts is
Beadtohead compettion.

“I TRIED a new 16-foot pole
I practice. Bad Nem,
Stratght up and down. I
switched back to my 15-footer
and got a hand burn.

“I made 129 on my first
fump, then passed to 139.
Blah! A bug flew fn my eye on
the fia ty; T bt the bar with
my chest on the second
bombed on

Tk tird. Goos i prove
I'm only human.'
Homo Saplens, but with a
pinch of qualty sdded. During
Durham made All-
B, o symimtetics oith &
third-place medal in the side
horse.

A week between seasons |
wasn't enough time to prepare

for the vault in the Huron Re- |

lays, So Nat cracked 62 In the
high jump for the

Inter-Lakes Conference Nat
finished fourth In the low hur-
l

dles.
And then there was football. |

“I was varsity quarterback
a8 a Junior,” Durham said. “T
gave it up to concentrate on
gymnastics and track. Coach
Hal Beardsley stllisn't speak-
ing to me.”

COLLEGE coaches haven't
ot ot affinlty for chatter,
University of Michigan and
Eastern Michigan both paid
respects last week. Nat Is in-
terested In higher education—
and then much higher educa-

n

Durham confided. “I went up

ast weekend

be a fet pilot.
Another |mpos<|hle gredm?
Not with
Where there
sonic boom,

s great. [ Jun nll[ mereu

might foin the Air F
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