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By JOHN SINGLER
taff Writer
STURGIS — Overcome, or be over-

ome.

That was the reality of the situation
n Saturday’s State Class B Boys' and
Girls' Track Meet at Sturgis High

chool

Coldwater's Jeff Ernst took the first
bption, solving a season-long problem of
low starts out of the blocks just in time
0 win a state title in the 110-meter high

For others, it was much more com-

licated.

Grand Rapids Christian’s Joan
DeMaat was overeome! b\ the thrill of
ictory in the 1600. She wept with
oy and later won the 800, which nelped
ropel the Eagles to the girls’ team title

But DeMaat was felled by sharp
ains in her side as she tried for her
fhird victory of the day, and couldn't fin-
sh the 3200 ater challenging brieily.

Gull Lake distance ace Kammy Lou-
fien was hampered by a painful musci
pull in her let thigh and, though she fin-
shed both the 1600 and 3200, she failed to
blace and never was a factor.

For others, they were overcome not
oy emotion . . not by injuries . . . but by
better athletes

Ernst captured his preliminary heat
In 15 seconds and tied Oscoda’s Les Dah!
n the semifinals, again winning in 15
econds. Ernst then worked his way
hrough the final in 14 ere 1 sec-
nds in front of Holt's Wayne Coates.
ahl was fourth

My start has been slow all year

long,” Ernst said, obviously pleased
about his unusually fast exit from the
starting blocks. *‘1 discovered that I
have been too high in the blocks.’
and too fast out of them for the six
other finalists yesterday
Ernst's triumph accounted for all 10
of Coldwater's points as the Cardinals
tied Tecumseh, Hastings and Grosse Ile
for 14th place among the 47 teams that
scored at least one point
Flint Beecher captured the team title
with 57 points despite winning just one
event. Paul Richmond took the 800 in
1:54.8. But Beecher managed three sec-
ond-place finishes and outdistanced run-
nerup Dexter by 15 points.

Ernst later tried to double in the 300
low hurdles, but could manage just third
in his heat and didn't place in the top six
overall. A false start wasn't what both-
ered Ernst, a senior.

I think it serves to relieve the ten-
sion, and it almost can be a help. My
problem was that I was able t0 hit only
the first hurdle right,” he said, explain-
ing that the timing of his strides over the
barriers was all wrong for the remain-
der of the race.

No way will 1 place,” he said imme-
diately after his heat, and he was right

Hastings was paced by Kevin Ech-
tinaw's second-place finish in the discus
and a fifth-place showing by Kerry
Allen in the 800

Echtinaw hurled the discus 152 feet. 6
inches — considerably shorter than the
167-3 logged by Ron Finch of Mt. Pleas-
ant. Finch was one of two multiple win-
ners in the boys’ meet, also winning the

oldwater’s Ernst wins
tate high hurdles title

shot put (56-7%)
Allen covered the 800 in 1:56.0.
xter's powerful showing came on
e strenght of triple winner Andreas
Laut. He captured the long jump, with
leap of 22-81s, and both sprints — win-
ning the 100 in 10.5 and the 200 in 21.5.
In girls' competition, Christian won
the meet’s final event — the 1600 relay
— to overtake Beecher for the team
title. The Eagles totaled 30 points and
Beecher finished with 28

Marshall’s Jill Craig was the only
area competitor to score points, earning
two for the Redskins with her fifth-place
finish in the discus (1150). Ortonville-
Brandon’s Diana Mason won with an ef-
fort of 121-0.

It was the first time the Class B meet
had been held on a metric track. There
will be no official metric meet records
until yesterday's times are compared
with those logged in next year’s meet.

Though area place-winners were few
and fer between, three performances
were good enough to win preliminary
heats

Lake’s Merritt Greenman com-
(onahn won his 440 prelim. Sturgis
Terri Summey was victorious in a 100-
meter hurdle preliminary, but could
‘manage only fourth place in the semi-
finals — despite mrnmg in a faster time
than in her preceding race — and failed
tofinish in the top six overall

Albion’s 400 relay team of Dannielle
Williamson, Debbie Burney, Pam
Mitchell and Tammy Davis also was
victorious in the prelims.

Hurst, Loveberry win titles

Brian Oosterhouse of Middleville was third in the
110 high hurdles (14.8) and teammate Bob Vandenburg
sixth in the mile (4:31.1)

Randy Densmore of Pennfield and Olivet's Scott
DeBaun were part of a five-way tie for fifth in the high
jump, each leaping 6.

CLASSD

At Grand Bl
Mary Miller, Julie Kinney. Becky Carvine and Car-
rie VanHouten combined to win both the 800-meter
relay. in 1:51.2, and the 400, in 53.45. Miller also placed
second in the high jump and third in the 100
Athens received a third-place performance from
Mary Bottomley in the two-mile (12:27.0) and a sixth-
place showing from Terri Warren in the shot put (33-
8)

St. Philip’s Shari Haan placed highly in all three
events she qualified for and led the Tigers to a seventh-
place finish with 20 points. Haan was second in the 100
hurdles (14.9), third in the long jump (17-4%4) and
fourth in the 200 hurdles (30.21)

In addition to his winning effort, Hurst took fifth in
the 300 low hurdles with a time of 40.81. Phil Mitchell
aided the Tigers’ cause with two fourth-place finishes,
in the 100 (10.8) and 200 (22.5). St. Philip nabbed sec-

St. Philip's Pat Hurst won the long jump with a
t three leap of 22 feet, \: inch, Saturday, pacing the Tigerstoa
for the {ourtn-place fnish in the State Class D Track Meet at
xt Sat Grand
play Quiney’s Karice Loveberry won a Class C title in
charn the 220-yard low hurdles at Cassopolis and Athens’
girls’ team won a pair of relays en route to a second-
hind in place finish in the Class D meet. The Indians finished
Wwith 41 points, 1 shy of Ann Arbor Greenhills.
e sixth CLASS C GIRLS
in the At Cassopolis
httered berry’s winning time of 29.4 seconds was .5
getting faster than runnerup Jill Andersen of Haslett
defeat Jonesville’s Kim Kochendorfer took fourth in the
discus with a heave of 115-8%. Julie Ravery of Mason
s with won at 124-1'2
Penniield distance standout Jill Liebrandt came
with a in sixth in the two-mile with a time of 12:07.3, some 20
by over seconds behind winner Connie Kidder of Burton
sburg dle
bled to CLASSCBOYS
At Middleville
pitcher Jonesville's Adam Pfeffer and Olivet’s Rob
er St Bramer paced the area contingent with third-place
showings. Pfeffer’s came in the 880, with a time of
1:56, and Bramer’s in the 100, at 102

ond in the 800 relay in1:34
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