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Lions too deep for N

NOVI — Bill Huotari’s sixth-place
finish didn't get Novi very far against
South Lyon, the last Kensington Valley
Conference (KVC) team on the Wildcat
schedule. The Lions swept the first five
places to defeat the Wildcats 1546 last
week.

But a pair of lopsided non-conference
victories in the previous two weeks over
Oak Park and Livonia Clarenceville
tock at least some of Lhe sting out of the
Wildcats’ 2-6 dual-meet season.

“Once we get outside our conference,
we can push people around,” com-
mented Coach Bob Smith. *“Oak Park
won its league championship and we
just thrashed them.”

But it was the win-over Clarenceville
that made Novi's season. Alter five
KVC losses, the Wildcats were starved

for a victory and they feasted on the

Trojans.

Huotari breezed to top honors with his
best Cass Benton time this scason,
18:00. Cralg Cowden finished third in
18:53, Mike LaHaie fourth in 18:57, Alex
Mitam fifth in 19:60, Timn McBride sixth
in 19:04, Kent Lunski seventh in 19:23
and Paul Sumner eighth in 19:30.

“] like the way LaHaie has been com-
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ing on,” Smith sald of the sophomore. I
think Mike Dillon {also a soph) is going
to look very good for us, too, when he
gets over the bug that's geing around.”

Dillon finished 11th in 20:05, leading
Greg Kapp (13th, 20:32), Jeff Kewack
(14th, 20:54), Mike Ducker (15th, 21:23)
and Chris Carruthers (17th, 22:04).

Against South Lyon, Huotari was 17
seconds out of fifth place — not a bad
showing against the strong Lion team.
Despite their 3-3 record, Smith feels
South Lyon has a chance at winning the
KVC meet this week.

“With a few breaks, South Lyon could

have been undefeated this year."' he
noted. ¢Milford and Brighton were very
fortunate to get past them.” 3+

Huotari ran 18:18 over South Lyon's
flat but tortuous course. Cowden was at
his heels in seventh place (18:20).
Thereafter, Novi dropped off a bit.
LaHaie finished 11th (19:01), Milam
was 13th (19:10), Lunski 15th (19:15),
McBride 19th (19:33) and Mike Dillon
20th (19:45).

Rounding out the Wildcats’ con-
tingent were Bill James who turnedina
much-improved 20:11 clocking. follow-

lovi ha

ed by Paul Sumner, Mike Ducker, Jeff

Kewach, Chris Carothers and Kelly

Rende.

This week, Novi gears up for the
Class B Regional at Hudson Mills
Metropark and actually stands a good

chance of placing higher than at this’

week's conference meet, Tun after-
press deadline yesterday. **We're look- -
ingd forward to the regional,” Smith’
" said.

“We know Hartland will be
strong, but 1 think we have an outside
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chance of one of our guys doing:

something really exciting.” .
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