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Gleason, Strawser shine
Near record-setting performances

by Scott Gleason and Jill Strawser
highlighted the efforts of Coldwater
High’s cross country teams yesterday
in a home double-dual Twin Valley
meet against Sturgis and Albion.
Gleason covered the Memorial

Park course in 16 minutes, 16.6
seconds, which was only six seconds
off the school and course record. His
winning effort led the Cardinals past
Albion 20-36, but Sturgis squeezed out
a 27-28 victory.
Gleason’s victory was never in

doubt as he held a huge lead for most
of the race. However, the race for se
cond was not decided until the final
yards, as the Trojans’ David Stage
won a nip-and-tuck battle over Col-
dwater’s Brian Licht by three seconds
to give Sturgis its one-point win.
Stage was timed in 16:55 while

Licht finished at 16:58. Two other
Sturgis runners beat the Cards’ Shane
Finney (17:23) for fourth and fifth
places. Tad Thayer (10th) and Gary
Pierce (13th) completed Coldwater’s
scoring.

“It wasn’t just Gleason who ran
well,’’ remarked Coldwater coach
Jim Bilsborrow. “Almost all of our
kids had their best times tonight and
we almost upset Sturgis.
The Cardinal coach was also pleas

ed with the effort put forth by the
girls’ team. Not only did they run
their best times, but they won both
ends of the double-dual meet, over
powering Sturgis 18-42 and Albion 15-

Strawser’s winning time of 20:08.1
as less than 11 seconds off the school
record. She was chased across the
finish line by Dawn Valle, whose 20:24
finish equaled her best time ever on
the home course.
Lady Card Joan Monroe finished

third with her personal best time at
home in 20:46. Mchelle Laughry plac
ed fifth and Mary Nowak seventh to
complete Coldwater’s scoring.
The Lady Cards have lost only to

Hillsdale in the league and will get
their second chance at the Hornets
next Tuesday in the Twin Valley
Championship Meet at Hastings.
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