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HAPPY RUNNERS Three of the top runners amonggxrls who

"participated in the annual Branch County Cross Country Meet, sponsored”
by the Coldwater Optimist Clib:Friday, were (1 to r) Dawn Valle, who

finished second; Jill Strawser, who finished first; and Joan Monroe, who
finished fourth. All are from Coldwater. Jill set a school record for giris,
running the three-mlle course in 19 minutes, 53.4 seconds. (Photo by Bud

Barnes).

Cardinal harriers cop
‘Optlmlst Meet titles

Jesse McGuire and Jill Strawser
were -the individual champions, but
Coldwater High was the overall win-
ner. last Friday in the sixth annual
Branch County Optimist Club Cross
Country Meet.

The Cardinals easily won the boys
meet for the sixth straight year with .
21 points. Bronson placed second with
34 and Union City was a distant third
with 85 points. The- Lady Cards also
prevailed in girl's action, as their 22
points bettered runner-up .Bronson’s
42. Union. City was thu'd with -62
points.

Bronson’s McGuire won- hlS third
straight counfy race and set the
Memorial Park course record in the
process. The senior covered the three-.
mile - Tayout - i -15° minufes, 534
seconds for the fastest tlme ever
recorded m the course s ll-year
history. -

Chasing McGuire across the ﬁmsh
hne_for the second straight year was .

: ‘ter’s Scott Gleason, whio was.

theiit ‘respective. les

ing out Bronson’s Brian Coats (17:48)
for fifth, Coldwater was able to post
its wctory

McGuire, Gleason, anht 'Finney,
Thayer, Coats and. Coldwater s Gary

' Pierce, the seventh place finisher, all

were awakded medals by the Optlmist
Club for making the All-County team.
The Optimist Club has sponsored the
meet since its inceptionin1980.

It was also a record-breaking day

for Strawser, as she set the Coldwater

record by winnirig the girls’ race in
19:51.8.  Marianne Exelby held the
- previous record of 19:57.6 set in 1983.
Strawser was the first of four Lady
Cards to. make the All-County team.
Runner-up was teammate Dawn
Valle at 20:23, while the Redbirds’
Joan - Monroe placed fourth (20:56)
and Michelle Laughry sixth (21:44).
Bronson’s Jean Miller. edged

'Monroe for third place at 20:51 and

the Vikings’ Shantel Houck was fifth
at 21:01. Roundmg out the All-County
team was Tern Forrest of Union Cxty
(21:57).; *

All three schools wﬁl compete in
s4gue - meets on
Tuesday and regmﬁa‘ls on; Saturday




