
Novi thinclads
lack sprinters
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ByNEILGEOQHEGAN
staff writer Smith: ̂ We’re

a solid team if
we get over
the sprinter
blues. With
the exception
of a couple
races, we can
run with
anybody.’

Bob Smith, coach of the Novi
boys’ track team, is ever the op
timist. but a few weeks ago he was
anything but enthused about the
Wildcats’ upcoming season.
But now, alter a few more weeks

of work with his squad. Smith has
regained his buoyant demeanor and
just in time — the 1987 campaign is
set to begin today (April 2) against
Livonia Stevenson.
Smith believes a lack of depth will

prevent Novi from challen^ng the
Kensington Valley Conference
(KVC) powerhouses, but he also
believes that with the exception of a
few events, the Wildcats can com
pete with anyone.
We are in a lot better shape than

I thought a couple ofweeks ago," he
said. “Our main goal isn’t to win the
KVC title, but to get as many in
dividuals qualified for the state
finals.

It appears Novi is quite solid in
most areas, except the sprint
events. The prints were a void a
year ago, and graduation losses
may magnify the problem further.

We’re a solid team if we get over
the printer blues,’’ Smith com
mented. “With the exception of a
couple races, we can run with
anybody.
The team star may be junior

Brian Schram, who Is the league’s
top returning high jumper, and
almost a shoe-in to qualify for the
state championships. Schram was
the league’s number two jumper as
a sophomore and can routinely top
the 6-foot mark.
“He’s the high jump heir in the

KVC, but it’s not apparent,’’ Smith
joked. “Brian will have to work
very hard if he wants to be the
league’s best, but he can db it
because he is so talented. He can
look real bad and still clear 6-foot no
problem.
Senior Marc Williams provides

Novi with a solid 1-2 threat in the
high jump. Williams cleared S’lO
as a junior.
The shot pid and diacua chores

are in the ca^Ie hands of seniors
Franr Samiinn fliwt Mntt .etahr Riilti

have reached the 40-foot mark in
the shot and the 130-foot mark in the
discus.

We have a very good 1-2 punch
in the weight events — especially
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the shot," Smith said. “Nobody in
the league is going to have two guys
who can beat Samson and Stahr.

In the long jump, seniors Joel
Finzel and Rob Wilson have both
broken the 19-foot barrier and are
poised to flirt with 20. They may be
best long jump duo in the league.
Rounding out the field events is
junior pole vaulter Dave Samaan,
who topped 11 feet as as sophomore.
Smith beUeves he can get to 12 feet
during the’87 campaign.

“Our field events are going to be-
as tough as nails,’’ Smith predicted.
“If we can just get through the
sprints — the problem is you can*)
coach speed, and that’s our biggest
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weakness.’’
In both the high and low hurdles,^

Schram is the number one per
former, but be has some healthy
competition from juniors Jeff Lein-
inger and Mark Schaper. The
distance events don’t appear to be a
major area of concern eitho- with
junior Craig Cowden and
sophomore Rob Rassmussen
around. Cowden has already broken
5-minutes in the mile in early
workouts and is also a valuable run
ner in the two mile and two-mile,
relay. Rassmussen will likely exo^
in the two mile and will have help,
from Bret VanDyke and Mike
Ducker.

The two-mile relay will feature
Cowdoi, versatile senior Mark
Snider and two of the following —
Tim McBride (senior), Jeff Jeffress

Continued on 12
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Wildcats of the Week
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BRIAN SCHRAM ERlCPOLiNSKY

Not onJy does Novi netter Eric
Poiinsky have the team's smoothest
strokes, he also has an early wiitniitK :
edge. After the season's first two
meets, Poiinsky is the only Wildcat
tennis player to remain undefeated
— and for his great start, the senior
has been named a "Wildcat of the
Week." In the opener against Pin
ckney, Poiinsky trounced Doug Flora
&-3. 6-1 at second singles to help his
team post a 6-1 victory. Three days
later, he stunned Norlhville's Doug
Kamienecki 6-1, 3-6, 7-6, wmning the
third and deciding set in a 7-3 tie
breaker. In that final set, Poiinsky
actually fell behind M before moun
ting a comeback. "That’s probably
the best I’ve seen (Erie) play,” Novi
Coach Jim Newbold said.

If the first track meet of the season

is any indication, junior Brian
Schram is probably Novi’s top all-
around performer. The 6-foot-6 junior
competed in four events against a
tou(^ Livonia Stevenson squad last
week and registered two two wins
and two second place finishes. For
this outstanding performance,
Schram has been named a "Wildcat
ef the Week.” Schram easily won the
high jump as he stopped at a mere 5-
to without any misses. In the 300-
meter low hurdles, Schram not only
finished first but also shaved more
than two seconds off his previous
best. In the high hurdles, his second
place finish could very well have
been a win if wasn't for a slight
mishap on the next to last hurdle.



Novi runners fall
in season opener

jump was apptraii «twD the team'
went 1-2-3 la the event. Jtmlor stan^
dout Brian Schram topped the S’lO".
matt without a mlaa and then didn't
even attempt any higher because
first place was airta^ his. Marti’
Snider placed second (S4) and
Marc Williams was third (S4).
Novi bad a topidter time of things

in the king ]umfi, however, because
top performer Joel Flnzel was benr
dKd for discipllhaty reastms. Rob'
Wilson’s Jump of 18-7^ was less;
than an Inch away from first place,
but be had to settle for a third.
The windy conditkms made It dif

ficult on the pole vaulters, but
Novi's Tom McBride cleared 11-feet
to finish third. In the shot put and
discus, the Wildcats notched some
good performances but were
shutout In both events. In the shot,
senior Franz Samson threw 4^1,
within five Indies of his aU-tlme
best, and yet he missed placing by a
half Inch. In the discus, Matt
Stahr’s 115-foot toss was fourth

ByNEILOEOGHEOAN
staff writer

The Novi boys track squad came
away from its season-opening 86-Sl
loss to Livonia Stevenson on April 3
feeling pretty good about Itself — so

'  the loss Is probably best categoriz
ed as a "moral victory.
Coach Bob Smith’s Wildcat team

was outnumbered from the start by
the huge Spartan team — directly
related to a large student body. But
the Wildcats never gave up and
competed hard throughout the
meet.

It

THURSDAY
Aprils,

I knew we were gong up against
a good team, but we ran a lot better

.  th^ I thought we would," Smith
said. "We did a nice job. Stevenson
had io earn It and that tells me we
are better than I origionally
thought. We are now ready fw the
KVC."

Novi grabbed six firsts, and
swept the top three places in two
events, but the Spartans had the
numbers and the depth.
The 'Cats strenf^ In the high
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best.
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Smith’s happy despite opening
.'R >

for an exchange zone viblaHoh.'
‘TU tell you, our team Is picklr^ n^ theta* UtM,;

and performances exactly where tbeY IHt trff if
the end of last season," Smith lepdtted. wM';
won^ about this meet because 1 didn't iniR ts '
get hammered and have our team be dlsthniraged'
from the start, but it didn’t happen. We thMe a ;
tew mistakes but it was a lot closer titan anybody :
tboughtlt would be. „ '

♦ I ●s«

'The Novi thlnclads take ofi ^Ir'
IngtonValleyConferenceopponenttoday<April9) '
when they play host to Brighton.

Jeff Jeftress, Andy Fitzpatrick and Schram plac
ed second in the mile relay (3:45.271.

Schram continued his assault with a first In the
low hurdles (42.3) and a second In the high hurdles
(16.5). His time In the tows was more than two full
seconds faster than his previous personal best a
persona] best time (22.22) with a win In the 200-
meter dash and added a third In the 100 (11.64).
The 400-meter relay team of Brian Everett, Matt
Koneda, Wilson and Pitpatrick placed second
(47.56), but the 800 relay squad was disqualified

Condnied(iroin4
In the distance events, Novi had a lot of success.

In the two mile run, three of Smith’s cross-country
stars swept the top three places. Sophomore Rob
Rasmussen came In first (10:36.07), Craig Cowden
was next (10:39.18) and Bret Van Dyke (11:00.00)
followed. Then (Towden came back strong ta) win
the mile run (4:56.1) with Van Dyke in third fdace
(5:03.8). In the two-mlle relay, McBride, Jay
Keranen. Pat Parsons and Snider combined lor a
9:09.01 and second place, while Lee McManns,
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*t«NEILQEOQHEQAN quartet finished sacood to Qm dlscus80daputof43'Vi''. tbedaytntbellO-lDetarhlgibivdlet
sttft writer Bulldogs by a slim margin of Icea Tbe hi^ jump was tbe moat ex- (adxiol meCrte record of 15.44), but

than five yards. Britton went bnae citing event of tbe day. It featured a no otber Novi hurdler {gaced. Tbe
■ Bob Smith was elated with the ef* a7l-€6winner. abowdownofsortsbetweentwooftbe twormilo.aod 800-ifleter relay teams
■fort la fact, tbe veteran coach of the "On one hand I was dated bow better jumpers in tbe KVC - Novi’s were bbffl beSteo by Brighton's bert,
Novi bovB’ track team was just about close we came to winning, but on the Brian Schram and Brighton’s Glen but tbe Wildcats did receive a plea-
as olea^ with a loss as he has ever other hand you never want to be hap- VarnHagen. Both topped 6’2” without sant surprise in tbe lOO-meter dash as

py with a loss,” Smith said. "I really a miss but Schram went on to clear Brian Everett finished first (11.51)
Smith saw his WUdeat thlnclads didn’t know what to tell tbe fliyt: W« r4’* on bis third attempt to set a new and BUI Lelbeman came In second

come within a whisker of knocking came as close as you can get, and we. personal-best Jump, whUe (11.73).
off BridUon in the Kensington VaUey performed great against a ttg)er nHagen faUed aU three times. Tbe  A 1-3 finish in the mile helped Novi
Confere^ (KVC) opener for both team.” WUdeate picked up extra potato in tbe maintain a slowly shrinking lead as
tMiMonAnriia Comtagthatdosels The ’Cato performed extremely event as Mark Snider added a third CraigCowd«i came to first (4:47J3)
milte a feta for a team that didn’t win weU to certain areas like tbs field (5’8”) togoaioogwlUiSchram’swta. and Snider finished third (4:50J3).
a stafile KVC meet last year and is events, but feU sbnt to aU four Rob Wilson (18’5") and sophomore' But the 400-meter relay team drop-
BtUl^hUngtogatorespectabUlty relays. After tbe five field events, .. Jeolfre LaPonlalne (I8’li”) placed.7>p^ another place, mlsstag first by a

Wlthi^8coretled6&«6 heading in- Novi held what appeared to be a solid .^secemd and ttilrd reqwcttvely to tbe>'4nereaquarter^asecpod. -
I to Uie finta event the’Cato needed a 20-18 lead. Matt Stabr had an outetan- long jump to keep , pace with jeffresa then came out of nooMre
' win to thpmllprWtoPf^MnW ●● wItefcdap.wUh wtal lg#oth tbe dtscue Brighton, and ooM

●  lead Uiey ta^hStaiM^ll^y. (122’10”) and shot put (44’5%”).Aed asecoodtotbepol^^Kil^i^/.
: DemUe a great third leg by Jeff Jef- WUdeat teammate Frans Samson r But soon, the BuUdogs w^ es5> out l» the «0 metan «●
'^toomdlM) and a flood anchor leg by was tbe runner-up to both erento as ditag up to the rest of tbe-«VsMi'
Brian Schram (^). the Novi weU with a thrvw si liyr li Bw SehnuB regtoterod Ms

the 400-tneter 4aa|
eto were then BmU

afirsttatteriMtpiLTto
wooti-M. Andy rtlxpetriqk,(J4.47) aisogribbodgfl|Ml|iJta,4Mwl».
ud ltMW <II.U) Meoid 1411 Iba .floomHnodttiipwdfMN'^ ] > *.

   UinanWM»Mlk.>’n»bl^]iaB|itMmef8ehraflkind-
nimniMp to tbe 810 low hardtoa Mufc WQUams also pieced flrW,
(48.49), end Rob Reksmoseei thinks to Schrem’s IV’effort. IBe
(m:I7JI) sod oowtIiB'flDAUi^'hnUr inmpttc mduikA cMand
Md ctf tho BoUfioBi iB iBd we ■>»»●» rr* wnoat a miii end 6m m 1

■nu to sweep tbe lop two |Mmk dad * heir tereermrt'
let up tbe final leley ee the detld
face. ■ ”

“I wee heplDg It
dowatotbemi)oi^y,botlldhi'«Dd ‘me 44y-im meter idey teem of
I fdt forttmate to bo tfata doee,” Mike Dwtar, - Res^tassehr Brel

●Smith sakL"lYeafiydkte*t expect os Vaidlyfce end Sakitf pleCed^Ihlrd
tobetaepodtIWitobeettiHmtatbe WltbeJI:58etfort,lfaf^-IOf^‘:
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Novi traeksteiv wnpped up Cewded and Baider)'piMad IhM.^
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■were - -  —
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Wildcats of the Week j
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MATTSTAHB ‘ ^ STEPHANIE GROOM
VAv* ■I :

Senior Aftez the lint we^<^pli^^ junior
had cm .outstaiidEpi Mribrnunce forward Stephanie Groom has been
aft» nattier la^'wen' nd». a> a- the main offensive threat tx the Novi
result, b'oor choice tê ^HlUcat ^ girls' soccer tea^. Weil, actu^,
the Wedt” booocs. &i'B^r. 71-69 she has been th^ooly goal-scoring
km to Brighton. Stabr placard In threat Groom scored every single
hotatbe<fi8CUSluntf'),mdttiotiMd‘ goal In the team’s first three mat-
(44'-S%”> and inn be^nd^ team cbes, and even though it adA up to a
out in a sprint event ̂ taking second pant total d two. it’s two more goals
place la the aoCMnetee dash UK141. Una anybody ete on the T’*d has
Two days Ider at the UBea Bdays, manapdK far: In the team’s aeason
Stahr teamed i^.wttS leQow senior opener, GnxHn accounted to NovTa
Pram Samson to notcA two more oaiy g^ ln a 4-1 loss to BellevUle.
firsts in the discos and shot put rday Later In the we^' she notched
events. “We were forced top use another goal during a M toa to
^Stahr) in a sprint against Brighton Milford. For the effort. Groom
fiA'vfaatdoesbedp—begetsase* honored as a“Wlidcat s< thr
^ fetus,” Non Coac^'BQb Smith Week”
4gnL “It was amazing.'

■h
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Thinclads fall just short again
'‘The best losing team in

Southeastern Michigan.
That’s how Bob Smith described

the 1987 edition of the Novi boys track
team after the Wildcats dropped a
pair of Kensington Valley Conference
(KVC) meets in action last week.

Powerful Lakeland handed the
Wildcats a 96-41 setback on Tuesday.
But the heartbreaker came Thursday
when the Wildcats dropped a 69-68
decision to Hartland in a meet that

had Smith fretting over how he could
have scratched out the one additional

point which would have propelled his
Wildcats into the victory column.

“That was the third time this
season the meet has come down to
the final race and the third time
we’ve come up short,’’ moaned the
veteran Wildcat track coach. “We're
H in the KVC <1-5 overall), but we
could just as easily be 4-I. We lost by
one point to Hartland, three points to
Milford and three-or-four points to
Britton. That’s how close things
have been for us this year.

"Fortunately, the kids know we
have a good team and we’re having a
good year. Even though our record
doesn’t show it, we’ve definitely turn
ed the corner.
Smith was not at all concerned

about the 96-41 loss to Lakeland. In
fact, he said it’s considered
something of an honor not to be “cen-
turied’’ (100 points) by the powerful
Eagle contingent which has not lost a
dual meet in four years.
“They're the premier team in the

KVC and one of the best teams in the

I)

f»

state,’’ reported Smith. "U wasn’t a
matter of beating Lakeland; it was a
matter of not being ‘centuried’ by
them."

Despite the lop-sided score, the
Wildcats managed to win four events
against Lakeland. Brian Schram
cleared 6’2” to win the high jump.
Matt Stahr won the discus with a
133’8" effort, Andy Fitzpatrick, only
a sophomore, took the 200 meters
with a time of 23.9 and the 800 meter
relay team of Bill Lethemon, Matt
Koneda, Brian Everett and Fitz
patrick got to the tape first with a
time 011:43.27.

Registering second-place finishes
for the Wildcats were Schram in both
the no high hurdles (15.7) and the 300
low hurdles (41,5), Stahr in the shot
put (43’7”), Rob Wilson in the long
jump (19T’) and Mark Snider in the
800 meters <2:03,51).

Adding third-place points against
Lakeland were Snider in the high
jump (6’0"), Franz Samson in the
discus (126’5”), Everett in the 100
meters (11.56), Fitzpatrick in the 400
meters (55.02), Craig Cowden in the
1600 meters (4:39,83) and Rob
Rasmussen in the 3200 meters
(10:33.6).

The heartbreaker came two days
later on Thursday when the Wildcats
were upended 69-68 by Hartland.
“You need 69 points to win a meet,

and we had a 68-55 lead with two
events still remaining,’’ reported
Smith. "But they swept us in the two
mile and then came back to win the
mile relay to win the meet 69-68.

It was a tough loss, but I can’t
fault my kids. They busted their guts

<<

out there and almost pulled off
another upset."
Once again, the Wildcats were led

by Schram who accounted for two
first-place finishes. Schram took the
high jump with a jump of 6’0’’ and
then came back to win the llO high
hurdles with a time of 15.63.

Matt Stahr gave Novi another first
by winning the shot put (41’5”). The
Wildcats also got first-place finishes
from Rob Wilson in the long jump
(19T’), Brian Everett in the 100
meters (11.57), Andy Fitzpatrick in
the 400 meters (53.03) and Mark
Snider in the 800 meters (2:05.51).

Novi also won the 400 and 800 meter
relays. BUI Lethemon, Matt Koneda,
WUson and Everett took the 400
meter relay (46,64), whUe Uthemon,
Koneda, Everett and Fitzpatrick won
the 800 meter relay (1:36,82).
Adding second-place finishes were

Stahr in the discus (132’9”), Franz
Samson In the shot put (40'8"),
Snider in the high Jump (5’10”), Fitz
patrick In the 200 meters (23.9) and
Schram in the 300 meter hurdles
(40.91),
Third-place finishes were

registered by Samson in the discus
(124’9”), Jcoffre LaFontaine In the
long jump (17’8'/4’’), Jeff Uinlnger
in the no hurdles (17.48), Lethemon
in the 100 meters (12.04), Everett in
the 200 meters (24.32), freshman Lee
McMains in the 400 meters (54,67),
Jay Keranen in the 800 meters
(2:13.56) and Craig Cowden in the
1600meters(4:44.0).

When we had that 68-55 lead after
the 200 meters, 1 thought we would be

able to get one more point to clinch
the victory, but it just didn’t hap
pen," said Smith.
“We had Rob Rasmussen going for

us in the 3200 meters and Rob has had
a strong season. But Hartland had a
super-strong cross-country team and
they swept the two-mile on us.
“That made it 68-64 and meant that

the winner of the mUe relay would
win the meet. And they got us again.

One of the things that hurt us was
that we lost Jeff Jeffress, one of our
best quarter-mUers, for the rest of
the season with a fractured pelvis
last week and we’re feeling that loss
every week. When you’re as thin as
we are, every man is critical.

“Lee McMains, Brian Schram, An
dy Fitzpatrick and Mark Snider did
an outstanding job in the mile relay,
but they just couldn’t pull it out. I’m
not faulting them; they did a super
job. They busted their guts out
there.

Smith also said he was pleased that
the Wildcats came as close as they
did to winning the meet. "I told the
kids before the meet that it would be
close, but I didn’t really think it
would be as close as it was,” said the
Wildcat track mentor. "I thought
Hartland could win by as much as 10
to 15 points, so to lose by just a single
point isn’t too bad”

The Wildcats’ next action will
come this Friday when they travel to
Eastern Michigan University to par
ticipate In the MHSAA Class A
Regionals. Prelims begin at 3:30
p.m. with the finals slated to get
under wayat6:30p.m.

<1
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Wildcats of the Week

USA McCarthyMARK SNIDER

Junior catcher Lisa McCarthy hasSenior Mark Snider has been a . ̂
c^et leader and unsung pertocmer put together anoth» outstanding
fpr the Novi track team all seaswi campaign and Is a desewing reel-
long. You don’t notice him very much plent ol “Wildcat of the W«k
and then at the end of the meet you honors. In action last week, McCar-
see be has been a very valuable thy did what she’s been doing ̂
point-getter for the team. Take last season Icmg  — getting the key hits
week's action for example — It was and providing what many consider
nothing fancy, he just got the job the finest defensive catching in the
done, in two dual meets, Snider ac- area. In an impressive J-2 wm over
counted for three firsts, a second and Hartland, McCarthy delivered a key
third and for that reason he’s be«i hit. In the opener of a doubleheader
named a “Wildcat of the Week.’’ In a with Howell, she doubled in a run but
33-44 win over NorthvUle. Snider won the team eventually lost 6-5. Tha to
the 800-meter nm <2:06.91, was a the nightcap, McCarthy’s triple
member of the winning 3200-meter sparked an extra-inning rally and
relay team (8:47.62) and placed third spurred the team to a 5-4 victory. In
to the high jump (5’8’’). In a loss to KVC play, McCarthy has a .400 bat-
South Lyon, Snider won the 800 ting average U2-for-30) and an on-
(2:06.17) and was second to the mile basepercentageof .581 (25-for-43).
(5:01.4).
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Sunshine Meet brings rays of hope
Nobody has ever accused Bob Smith of being a

pessimist. In fact, the veteran coach of the Novi
boys track team has something of a reputation for
his upbeat attitude.

But Smith’s optimism about the future seemed
weli-founded after Novi finished second in the Sun
shine Invitationai for freshman and sophomores
at South Lyon on Saturday.

"It's sort of like a mini-KVC meet — except it’s
limited to freshmen and sophomores,” reported
Smith, who was one of the state’s premier middle-
distance runners during his own prep career at
South Lyon in the mid-1970s.
"All the teams in the KVC were there except

Hartland, and NorthvUle took their place, so we
finished second out of seven teams,

‘"rhat tells me we have a real strong corps of
underclassmen and the future looks real bright.
Our weakness was in the field events, but we look
ed strong on the track. If it had been a track meet
instead of a track-and-field meet, we would have
won it.”

Brighton won the team title with I2l points, nine
more than Novi which finished second with 112.

Third place went to Milford, followed by Nor-
thville. Lakeland, South Lyon and Howell.
The outstanding individual performance for

Novi was turned in by Andy Fitzpatrick who
two events. Fitzpatrick won the 200 meters in 23.29
and then came back to win the 400 meters with _
time of 53.61. Fitzpatrick added a second-place
finish in the 100 meters (11.61).
Fitzpatrick also played a key role in the other

highlight for Novi, anchoring Lee McMains, Chad
Guyot and Matt Koneda to a second-place finish in
the 1600 meter relay.
”We just might have the fastest

freshman/sophomore mile relay team in Oakland
County,” said Smith. "Our freshman mile relay
team finished fourth in the county last year, and
this year’s team is seven seconds faster than the
squad we had last year.
"When you have that many good sophomore and

freshman quarter-mllers. It’s a good sign for the
future.”

Freshman standout Rob Rasmussen also fared
well in the Sunshine Invitational, winning the 3,200
meters (10:39.4) and placing second in the 1600
meters (4:52.9).

won

a

Jeff Mielke added a second-place finish in the
pole vault (9’6”), while thirds were registered by
Jeoffre LaFontaine in the long jump (n'llt^”),
Mark Skodack in the pole vault (9'0”), Lee Mc
Mains in the 400 meters (55.69), Jeff Morrison In
the 800 meters (2:14.9) and the 800 meter relay
team of Bill Lethemon, Koneda, Guyot and Mc
Mains.

Fourth-place finishes were registered by Chris
Koth in the high jump (5’2”), Rosh Yohat^ in the
800 meters (2:15.6), the 400 meter relay team of
LaFontaine, Lethemon, Koth and Koneda (47.96)
and the 3200 meter relay team of Rohatgi, Mielke,
Chad Estep and Jeff Morrison (9:09.7)

Fifth-place finishes were added by Lethemon in
the 100 meters (11.86) and Steve Scrivener in the
shot put (34’9>/i”), while sixth place points were
contributed by John Robert in the 110 high hurdles
(19.75) and Brett VanDyke in the 3200 meters
(11:36.1).

“It was a good meet, particularly in the running
events,” observed Smith. “We know we have
some decent runners coming up in the future.
What we have to do now is work on skill develop
ment in the field events.”
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Schram’s triple paces thinclads
Briao Scbram w(« three events to when the Wildcats built up a huge 44- In fact, Cowden led a Wildcat sweep difference through the 800

lead Novi to a convlDClng 93-44 vie- 1 lead in the field events and still of the 1600, finishing ahead of meters, so it was a fairly dose meet
toiy over Nmlhvllle last Monday, but managed to lose the meet. “We Rasmussen (4:56.67) and Brett Van- despite the final score,
the Wildcat thlndads were nowhere wanted to make sure that didn't hap- Dyke(5:07;24). ' In contrast to the NorthvUle ipeet':

*

near as successful two days later pen again this year," remark^ Novi also won two relays. Bill when Novt won 124 events, the:
when they returned to Kensington Smith. Lethemon, Matt Koneda, Brian Wildcats were able to register just:
Valley Conference (KVOaetkn and The Wildcats again dominated jbe Everett and Fltqiatrfck joined forces six firsts against the Lions.
drained an 80-57 dedsloo to South Held events; however, winning all to win the 800 meto rday (1:38.19), Stahr and San^n accounted for lO:
Lym. five events; In addlUon to sweeping while McBride, Jay Keranen, of Novi's 57 points by finishing flrd-i
The Wildcats are now l-S in the the high jump, Novi finished first and Cowden and Snider toiA the 3200 second respectively in both the’

KVCand3-6overall. second in the shot put, discus and meterrelay (8:47.63). discus and shot put Stahr’s winning;
Not surprisingly, Coach Bob Smith pole vault. The dyna^c duo of Matt Adding secoodplacepcdnts against efforts were I40'2'4i in the discus^.;

said the victory over Nmlhville was a Stahr and Franz Sam^ took benors Northvllle were LetbeoKm in the 100 41’4" in the shot, while Samson took;
lotmorefun. in the wei^tevents with Stahr winn- meters (12.13), Lee HcMains in the sec(»d in both events with efforts d!(;

It's good f<»-our team to see that Ing the discus (134’9") and the shot 40Q (55.02), McRdlde.Jn-ihe..800-.llR’U”kad38:iDV&’’....--:^
they’re pretty dam solid in com- (,4l'7t&") and Samson flnishhig se- (2:09.6) apd Rasmussen in the 3200 The Wildcats picked up 18 morif:

44

parlson with doo-KVC sdMK^" said cond in both events (123’5" and .(10:17.24), . ' points by sweeping hotb'the 1600 ahfr:
the veteran Novi track coach. 407H"). Third-place finishes were coo- 3200 meter runs. Cowdbn (4:55.41;:
Indeed. The Wildcats woo 12 of 17 Tim McBrIdie and Dave Samaan ■ tributedby JeffLelningerinboththe Snider (5:01.4)- and Rasmusseit;

events against the Mustangs en route contributed the 1-2 finish in thepede 110 high hurdles (17.25) and 300 low tS:02) fiaishedl-2-31n the 1600, while;
to (be 93-44 conquest. And nobody vault. Both cleared 10'6" with hurdles (44.04), Wilsoo ip the 200 Mike Ducker (10:53.8), Rasmussen!
played a bigger i^e than “Schram- McBride taking first place the meters (24.94) and VaoDyke in'.the (10:54.0) and VanDyke finished. 1-3-3J
bo" who personally accounted for basis of fewer misses. Robb Wilstm 3200(10:59.23). Inthe3200.

rounded out Novi's firsts in the field The Wildcats returned to KVC ac- The only other Novi firsts were
The talented Junior led a Novi events by winning tbe long jump tion on Wednesday* Witen they suf- earned by Schram in the high jump:

sweep in the high jump, clearing 6'2’’ (18'5^”). fered an 80-57 setback at tbe hands of (6'0")andSnlderinthe800(2:06.l7).

three of the 12 Novi firsts.

to finish ahead of teammates Mark Novi continued to show its South Lyon in a meet that Smith Second-place finishes were
Williams (S'lO") and Mailt Solder dominance during tbe track events. ' claimed was a lot closer than tbe registered by Schram in both the 100
(S'8").Schramtbencamebacklnthe In addlUon to Schram's firsts in tbe finalscore. hi^ (15.7) and 300 lows (41.3) and
track events to post victories in the hurdles, the Wildcats got first place “They dominated us in the splints' Everett in the 100 (11.3). Registering
no high hurdles (15.54) and tbe 300 finishes from Andy Fitzpatrick in tbe and we dominated than in tbe third place finishes were WUson Irr
low hurdles (42.96). 200 meters (24.29), Mark Snider in distances,'' reported Smith. “We the long jump (18’9t^"), Fitzpatrick
llie meet was in marked contrast the 800 meters (2:06.9) and Craig traded the lead back and forth most in tbe 400 ( 53.4) and McBride In the

to last year's Novl/Northvme clash ()owden in the 1600 meters (4:52.31). of tbe meet. There was only a six- 800(2:09.3).

* 'T
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Wildcats stumble
KVC meet

Categorized most of the season as
a solid dual-meet team, the Novi
boys’ tracksters showed that they
are not as Impressive as a tourna
ment squad during the Kensington
Vailey Conference (KVC) Cham
pionships on May 20.
The Wildcats placed sixth in the

seven-team KVC meet with 39
points, exactly 100 points behind
first place Lakeland. And Bob
Smith, coach of the Wildcat
thinclads, thought the meet went
just about as expected.
“I think we did about as we ex

pected,” he said. "We are not a
good blg-meet team. We're solid in
every event, but we don't have
many of the super-super stars who
are guaranteed wins.
The closest thing Smith has to a

star is junior hlf^ jumper Brian
Schram, but his second-place finish
in the KVC meet was something of a
disappointment. All season,
Schram was touted as the elite of
the league, but his best jump of 6'3”
wasn’t enough to catch Brighton’s
GlenVamHagen(6’5”).

Brian jumped pretty good —
6’3” is close to his best,” Smith
pointed out. "I was hoping he'd
peak for this meet, but deep down I
really want to see him do his best at
the state meet. He just didn't have
it for the KVC.
Schram added a sixth in the 100-

meter hurdles (15.86) and just miss
ed placing in the 300-meter hurdles.
Senior Matt Stahr also grabbed
runner-up honors in the discus
(140’2”), while teammate Franz
Samson chipped In with a sixth
dl9’0”).
Middle distance runner Mark

Snider found himself boxed in on
the curve of the 800-meter run, but
still managed to place fourth
(2:01.75), and Brian Everett placed
sixth in the 100-meter dash (11.83).
But those were the only other in
dividual places from the Novi team.
Three of the four Wildcat relay

teams did place among the top six,
led by the 400-meter team of Bill
Lethemon, Matt Koneda, Rob
Wilson and Everett who came in
third (46.06). The 800-meter relay
squad
Koneda, Everett and Andy Fitz
patrick — placed fourth (1:38.22) as
did the two mile relay team of Craig
Cowden, Tim McBride, Jay
Keranen and Snider (8:29.50).

»»

<1

featuring Lethemon,

Novi then wrapped up its '87
season on May 22 at the Oakland
County Championships with mixed
results. All competitors must
qualify lor the coun^ meet and. ac
cording to Smith, the standards
very tough. Only three Wildcats -
Schram (hlj^ Jump). Snider (800-
meters) and Stahr (discus) — made
the rigid qualifying cutoffs.
“Just being chosen to go to the

Oakland County meet is an honor.
Smith said. “Many times, this meet
is as good or better than the quality
at the state meet.

Of the three Novi competitors,
Schram was the only one to place
among the top six. Unfortunately, it
wasn’t a very impressive effort as
he cleared just 6T’ and then barely
missed 6'3” several times. He had
to settle for a fourth place tie.
Stahr and Snider didn’t have

much success, either. Stahr fouled

are

>1

out on'all three of his attempts ahd

Snider placed seventh with a disap
pointing time of 2:02.05.

“I think both Stahr and Snider
were a little tentative,” Smith said.
“Both just barely made the qualify
ing cut-offs and were a little over
whelmed with the caliber of the
competition. I just wish they were
both juniors instead of seniors
because it was their first time there
and most of the time you need to ex
perience it once before you can ex-

cel in a big meet like this.
Schram is Novi’s only state

qualifier and will compete in the
high jump at the state meet for the
second strai^t year. Snider would
have made it to Alma too if the
qualifying rules hadn’t been chang-
^ this season. In previous years,
the top three competitors in each
region made it to the state meet, but
this season the rules were modified
to take only the top two. Snider
placed third in the 800-meter nm in
regional competition.

*)
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Schram qualifies for state
mark to earn the right to advance.
“Brian’s jump of 6'3’’ was the

same as the regional champion, but
he was placed fifth on the basis of
more misses,” reported Bob Smith,
coach of the Wildcat thinclads. “I'm
glad he's going because he's definite
ly a state-caliber high jumper.”
Smith was not at all pleased with

the rules change which reduced the
number of state qualifiers from the
top three to the top two finishers in
the regionals. And the veteran coach
of the Novi thinclads says the rules
change cost him at least one addi
tional state qualifier.
“Mark Snider came in third in a

really good field in the 800 meters
with a time of 2:00.4 so he just missed
qualifying _Jor__ state,Il_jepor.ted
Smith. “'That kind of time is state-
caliber in anybody’s book. It’s really
unfortunate because Mark has really
blossomed this year and deserves to

be going to state. :
The only other Wildcat who earned i

points in the regionals was Tim ;
McBride in the pole vault. McBride
cleared the bar at 10'9" to end up in a - ;
tie for fourth place. . ;
Smith’s unhappiness with the rules ;

change notwithstanding, the fact re
mains that Schram will be the «ily ;
Wildcat representative in the state ;
meet, and the Novi coach believes his ● .
star high jumper can do well. ;
“Brian has had a confidence pro- ;

blem the last couple of weeks,” said
Smith. “He went from a 6’5” high
jumpertoa6’2'’htghjumper. i
“In the regionals, he missed his :

first two attempts at six-three, which ' ‘
is a hei^t he can clear without much
difficultyr  1

We had a little talk before his
third jump. We Talked about envl- :
sioning a 6’5” jump and that’s what
did it. ●

Brian Schram is the only member
of the Novi boys track team to qualify
for the MHSAA State Championships
at Alma College on May 30.
Schram earned the right to com

pete for the state title in the high
jump by finishing in a tie for fifth
place during regional competition at
Eastern Michigan University.
In a sense, Schram was fortunate

to qualify for the state meet. The
MHSAA has revised its rules this
year so that only the top two finishers
in each event in the regionals ad
vance to state.
Schram will be headed for Alma,

however, because the MHSAA decid
ed. that anyone who meets or sur
passes certain qualifying heights and
times in the regionals. will also
qualify for state.
Despite finishing fifth in the high

jump in the regionals with a jump of
6’3”, Schram bettered the qualifying
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1Schram foiled by high-jump slump i

N.V, tr.C CO. BO, S.O.B ever Once ,.y.« .oOg

^eveea.eh,gh)nn.puapec0.ar ,3,, SiTSearhe-^rl ge.  ^ >»

Tn‘aa,OrU.eMHSAASUr.a.ao- "«=<■ -"J jS »o"eoSe‘S?n“ bj?»Spionship Meet at Alma College last MUlord's raSr^giisj'oSfi’ra r Ei?^rKaS‘’r..“T^'the state crown in '88.
Paul Moote, a 1984 Novi High
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weekend, you can be sure that qualify for the state meet, rais
Wildcat junior Brian Schram knows season, he began the cmpaign m-
exactly what his coach la talking presslvely and at the midway point of tal thing really. ,«■«.* at

“Sa„.,wn..nUreB«.S,U.eg
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by falling to clear the opening height ever since ret^g to ^on, }”8he^t^hevmidd ^ -Moote went to the camp jumping J

“■.^‘SgMonp.OBcrenUmon Z

SEngE’rSe^srurevT'^'^
I think that’s been Brian’s problem tion or he losses his momentum and he’s been worked the wnoie season. simuBci a.


