Novi thinclads
lack sprinters

By NEIL GEOGHEGAN
staff writer

Bob Smith, coach of the Novi
boys’ track team, is ever the op-
timist, but a few weeks ago he was
anything but enthused abgut the
Wildeats’ upcoming season.

But now, after a flew more weeks
of work with his squad, Smith has
regained his buoyant demeanor and
just in time — the 1987 campaign is
set to begin today (April 2) against
Livonia Stevenson.

Smith believes a lack of depth will
prevent Novi from challenging the
Kensington Valley Conference
(KVC) powerhouses, but he also
believes that with the exceptionof a
few events, the Wildcats can com-
pete with anyone.

“We are in a lot better shape than
I thought a couple of weeks ago,'* he
said. “*Our main goal isn't to win the
KVC title, but to get as many In-
dividuals qualified for the state
finals.”

It appears Novi is quite solid in
most areas, except the sprint
events. The sprints were a void a
year ago, and graduation losses
may magnify the problem further.

“We're a solid team if we get over
the sprinter blues,” Smith com-
mented. *With the exception of a
couple races, we can run with
anybody.”

The team star may be junior
Brian Schram, who is the league's
top returning high jumper, and
almost a shoe-in to qualify for the
state championships. Schram was
the league’s number two jumper as
a sophomore and can routinely top
the 6-foot mark.

“He’s the high jump heir in the
KVC, but it’s not apparent,” Smith
joked. “Brian will have to work
very hard if he wants lo be the
league’s best, but he can do it
because he is so talented. He can
lock real bad and still clear 6-foot no
problem.”

Senfor Marc Williams provides
Novi with a solid 1-2 threat in the
high jump. Williams cleared 510"
as a junior.

The shot put and discus chores
are in the capable hands of seniors

Franz Samson and Matt Stahr. Both.

have reached the 40-foot mark in
the shot and the 130-foot mark in the
discus.

“We have a very good 1-2 punch
in the weight events — especially

Smith: ‘We’re
a solid team if
we get over
the sprinter
blues. With
the exception
of a couple
races, we can
run with
anybody.’

the shot,” Smith said. “Nobody in’
the league is going to have two guys
who can beat Samson and Stahr.”

In the long jump, seniors Joel
Finzel and Rob Wilson have both
broken the 19-foot barrier and are
poised to flirt with 20. They may be
best long jump duo in the league.
Rounding out the field events is
junior pole vaulter Dave Samaan,
who topped 11 feet as as sophomore.
Smith believes he can get to 12 teet
durlngme'a'l campaign.

“QOur field events are going to be-
as tough as nails,” Smith predicted..
“If we can just get through the:
sprints — the problem is you can't’
coach speed. and that's our biggest’
weakness.”

In both the high and low hurdles..
Schram is the number one per-
former, but he has some healthy
competition from juniors Jeff Lein-
inger and Mark Schaper. The
distance events don’t appear tobe a
major area of concern either with
junior Craig Cowden and
sophomore Rob Rassmussen
around. Cowden has already broken
S-minutes in the mile in early
workouts and is also a valuable run-
ner in the two mile and two-mile
relay. Rassmussen will likely excel
in the two mile and will have help,
from Bret VanDyke and Mike
Ducker.

The two-mile relay will feature
Cowden, versatile senior Mark
Snider and two of the foll
Tim McBride (senior), Jeff Jef{ress
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mile relay
Jeffress and

in the event last season. Fi
also will compete in the
(along with Schram,

(senior), Jay Keranen (senior), Jeff Keranen).

Morrison (freshman), Pat Parsons
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*Mark is our second fastest in the Milford.

mile and the 100 and our top half
Sophomore Andy Filzpatrick is the

miler,” Smith said. “I think he can this season in the KVC,” Smith
team slandout in the quarter mile.

mile, mile, mile relay and even the Fitzpatrick, Finzel and
break two minutes in the half mile.”

Snider will also be counted on in any but overall talent and d
100-meler dash.

number of events including the half-
He set a new freshman school record we coulddo it.”

tjunior) and Mike LaHaie (senior).
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Wildcats of the Week

S I
BRIAN SCHRAM
If the first track meet of the season
is any indication, junior Brian
Schram is probably Novi’'s top all-
around performer. The 6-foot-6 junior
competed in four events against a
tough Livonia Stevenson squad last
week and registered two two wins
and two second place finishes. For
this outstanding performance,
Schram has been named a “Wildcat
of the Week.”” Schram easily won the
high jump as he stopped at a mere 5-
10 without any misses. In the 300-
meter low hurdles, Schram not only
finished first but also shaved more
than two seconds off his previous
best. In the high hurdles, his second
place finish could very well have
been a win if wasn't for a slight
mishap on the next to last hurdle.

ERIC POLINSKY

Not only does Novi netter Eric
Polinsky have the team's smoothest
strokes, he also has an early winning
edge. After the season’s [irst two
meets, Polinsky is the only Wildcat
tennis player to remain undefeated |
— and for his great start, the senior
has been named a *“Wildcat of the
Week.” In the opener against Pin-
ckney, Polinsky trounced Doug Flora
6-3, 6-1 at second singles to help his
team post a 6-1 victory. Three days
later, he stunned Northville’s Doug
Kamienecki 64, 3-6, 7-6, winning the
third and deciding set in a 7-3 tie-
breaker. In that final set, Polinsky
actually fell behind 14 before moun-
ting a comeback. “That’s prebably
the best I've seen (Eric) play,” Novi
Coach Jim Newbold said.




Novi runners fall
in season opener

By NEIL GEOGHEGAN R

staff writer

away from its season-opening 86-51
loss to Livonia ﬁm lo‘gelﬁlprll‘.‘!
feellngpntty about -
' the loss is pmbablybestcalemrh
ed a3 a “‘moral victory.”
Coach Bob Smith's Wildcat team
waswmmnbemdtromme:tartby
the huge Spartan team — directly
related to a large student body. But
the Wildcats never gave up and
. competed hard throughout the
meet,
“1 knew we wére gong up against
+ & good team, but we ran a lot better
v- than 1 thought we would,” Smith
- sald, “*We did a nice job. Stevenson
hadloenmltmdlhauellsmem
; ' 1. origionally
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jump was ﬁnntheteam‘
went 1-23 in the event. Junior stan-
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mark without & thendldn't
even attempt: any
first place was already
Snider. placéd second’ (5-8) and
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Novihada to F time of things'
in the long jumf), howéver, because’
pedormer.loelli‘lmlwasbm-

ched fqr distlp llm? feasons. Rob.
Wilson's jump 61 18-7% was less:
than an inch away from first place,
but he had to settle for a third.
The windy conditions made it dlt-
ficult on the pole vaulters, but
Novi's Tom McBride ¢cleared 11-feet:

to finish third. In the shot put and:

discus, the Wildeats notched some;
good performances but were
shutout in both events. In the shot,.

within five inches of his
best.andyethemluedplacingbya,

senior Franz Samson threw 421,
al-time

half inch. In the discus, Matt

Stahr’s 115-foot toss was fourthh
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In the distance events, Novi had a lot of success.

In the two mile run, threeolsmufscmm!ty -

stars swept the top three places.

Sophomoie Rob.
Rasmussen came in first (10:38.87), Craig CoWden

was next (10:39.18) and Bret Van Dyke (11:00.00)
followed. Thén Cowden came back strong to win
the mile run (4:56.1) with Van Dyke in third place
(3:03.3). In the two-mile relay, McBride, Jay
Keranen, Pat Parsons and Snider combined for &

9:09.01 and second place, while Lee McManns,

Jeft Jeffress, Andy Fltspatrlck ‘and Sctiram plac-
ed second in the mile relay (3:45.27). »

Schrameontlnuedhhamuftwlmaﬁmmﬁe
low hurdles (42.3) and a second in the high hurdles

* (16.5). His time In the lows was more than two full

seconds faster than his previous personal best a

" personal best time (22.22) withawininthem
meter dash and added a third in the 100 (11.64).
‘The 400-meter relay team of Brian Everett, Matt.

Koneda, Wilson and Fitpatrick placed second
(47.98), but the 800 relay squad was dlsquamled
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dnd performances exactly where Mlﬁn&
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. worried about this meet because I didn’t “ﬁ’ﬁ:

get hammered and have our team be distovirdged’
from the start, but It didn't happen, We tihge & °
fow misiakes b t vas a Lt clost han aiybdy

thought it

vt thineiads také 56 ovél! NG %s
Ington Valley Conterence opponent: today (Aﬂﬂl 9)
when they play host to Brighton. . S



Brighton nips

quartet finished second u'»'ﬂ'n .
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* ‘Bob Smith was elated with the ef-
“fort. In fact, the veteran coach of the
Novi boys® track team was just about
as pleased with a loss as he hag ever

Smith saw his Wildcat thinclads

come within a whisker of knocking

off Brighton in the Kensington Valley
Conference (KVC) opener for both
teams on April 9. Coming that close Is
guite a feat for a team that didn't win
aslngbeKVCmeetlastywandls
stil fighting to galn respectability.
ththemretlzd%headlnsin-
I‘totheﬂntlévem. the 'Cats needed a
+ Despite a great third leg by Jeff Jet-
“{rean (§3.98) and a good anchor leg by
Brian Schram (54.3), the Novi

win in relgvin peetgrogiliy sdiogdaparith
lead they" ﬂm almost all day. - (m'lo")and:u”pa

Bulldogs by a slim margin of less
thanaveyards.nﬂmmm
a71-668 winner.

“On one hand I was élated how

omerhandywmwantbbehap- :

py with a loss,” Sipith said. *] really

didn't know what to tell the gy Wé

events.but!ellMilllnm

‘better jumpérs in the KVC - Novi's * wete

... -avent as Mark Snider added a third
< (5'8”) to go along with Schram's win.
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Thinclads fall just short — again

““The best losing team in
Southeastern Michigan.”

That’s how Bob Smith described
the 1987 edition of the Novi boys track
team after the Wildcats dropped a
pair of Kensington Valley Conference
(KVC) meets in action Jast week.

Powerful Lakeland handed the
Wildcats a 9641 setback on Tuesday.
Bul the heartbreaker came Thursday
when the Wildeats dropped a 69-68
decision to Hartland in a meet that
had Smith fretting over how he could
have scratched out the one additional
point which would have propelled his
Wildcats into the victory column.

“That was the third time this
season the meet has come down to
the final race and the third time
we've come up short,” moaned the
veteran Wildcat track coach. ‘““We're
14 in the KVC (1-5 overall), but we
could just as easily be 4-1. We lost by
one point to Hartland, three points to
Milford and three-or-four points to
Brighton. That's how close things
have been for us this year.

“Fortunately, the kids know we
have a good team and we're having a
good year. Even though our record
doesn’t show it, we've definitely turn-
edthe corner.”

Smith was not at all concerned
about the 96-41 loss to Lakeland. In
fact, he said it's considered
something of an honor not to be “cen-
turied” (100 points) by the powerful
Eagle contingent which has not lost a
dual meet in four years.

“They're the premier team in the
KVC and one of the best teams in the

state,” reported Smith. “It wasn't a
matter of beating Lakeland; it was a
matter of not being ‘centuried’ by
them.”

Despile the lop-sided score, the
Wildcats managed to win four events
against Lakeland. Brian Schram
cleared 6’2" to win the high jump,
Malt Stahr won the discus with a
133'8" effort, Andy Fitzpatrick, only
a sophomore, tock the 200 meters
with a time of 23.9 and the 800 meter
relay team of Bill Lethemon, Matt
Koneda, Brian Everett and Fitz-
patrick got to the tape first.with a
time of1:43.27.

Registering second-place finishes
for the Wildcats were Schram in both
the 110 high hurdles (15.7) and the 300
low hurdles (41.5), Stahr in the shot
put (43'7), Rob Wilson in the long
jump (19'1"") and Mark Snider in the
800 meters (2:03.51).

Adding third-place points against
Lakeland were Snider in the high
jump (6'0"), Franz Samson in the
discus (126'5"), Everett in the 100
meters (11.56), Fitzpatrick in the 400
meters (55.02), Craig Cowden in the
1600 meters (4:39.83) and Rob
Rasmussen in the 3200 meters
(10:33.6).

The heartbreaker came two days
later on Thursday when the Wildcats
were upended 69-68 by Hartland.

“You need 69 points to-win a meet,
and we had a 68-55 lead with two
events still remaining,” reported
Smith. “But they swept us in the two
mile and then came back to win the
mile relay to win the meet 69-68,

“It was a tough loss, but I can't
fault my kids. They busted their guts

out there and almost pulled off
another upset.”

Once again, the Wildcats were led
by Schram who accounted for two
first-place finishes. Schram took the
high jump with a jump of 6’0" and
then came back to win the 110 high
hurdles with a time of 15.63.

Matt Stahr gave Novi another first
by winning the shot put (41°5"’"). The
Wildeats also got first-place finishes
from Rob Wilson in the long jump
(19'1"), Brian Everett in the 100
meters (11.87), Andy Fitzpatrick In
the 400 meters (53.03) and Mark
Snider In the 800 meters (2:05.51).

Novi also won the 400 and 800 meter
relays. Bill Lethemon, Matt Koneda,
Wilson and Everett took the 400
meter relay (46.64), while Lethemon,
Koneda, Everett and Fitzpatrick won
the 800 meter relay (1:36.82).

Adding second-place finishes were
Stahr in the discus (132'9"), Franz
Samson in the shot put (40'8"),
Snider in the high jump (5'10"), Fitz-
patrick in the 200 meters (23.9) and
Schram in the 300 meter hurdles
(40.91). .

Third-place finishes were
registered by Samson in the discus
(124'9"), Jeolfre LaFontaine in the
long jump (17'8%"'), Jefl Leininger
in the 110 hurdles (17.48), Lethemon
in the 100 meters (12.04), Everett in
the 200 meters (24.32), freshman Lee
McMains in the 400 meters (54.67),
Jay Keranen in the 800 meters
(2:13.56) and Craig Cowden in the
1600 meters (4:44.0).

“When we had that 68-55 lead after
the 200 meters, 1 thought we would be

able to get one more point to clinch
the victory, but it just didn’t hap-
pen,” said Smith.

““We had Rob Rasmussen going for
us in the 3200 meters and Rob has had
a strong season. But Hartland had a
super-strong cross-country team and
they swept the two-mile on us.

“That made it 68-64 and meant that
the winner of the mile relay would
win the meet. And they got us again.

‘One of the things that hurt us was
that we lost Jeft Jeffress, one of our
best quarter-milers, for the rest of
the season with a fractured pelvis
last week and we're feeling that loss
every week. When you're as thin as
we are, every man is critical.

“Lee McMains, Brian Schram, An-
dy Fitzpatrick and Mark Snider did
an outstanding job in the mile relay,
but they just couldn't pull it out. I'm
not faulting them;- they did a super
job. They busted their guts out
there,” ‘

Smith also said he was pleased that
the Wildcats came as close as they
did to winning the meet. “I told the
kids before the meet that it would be
close, but I didn't really think it
would be as close as it was,” said the
Wildcat track mentor. “I thought
Hartland could win by as much as 10
to 15 points, so to lose by just a single
pointisn’ttoobad.”

The Wildcats’ next action will
come this Friday when they travel to
Eastern Michigan University to par-
ticipate in the MHSAA Class A
Regionals. Prelims begin at 3:30
p-m. with the finals slated to get
under way at 6:30 p.m.
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Wildcats of the Week -

MARK SNIDER

..Senlor Mark Saider has been a
quiet leader and unsung performer
for the Novi track team all season.
long. You don’t notice him very much
and then at the end of the meet you
see he has beén a very valuable
- point-getter for the team. Take last
week’s action for example — it was
nothing fancy, he just got the job
dope. In two dual meets, Snider ac-
counted for three firsts, a second and
third and for that reason he’s been
named a “Wildcat of the Week.” Ina
93-44 win over Northville, Snider won

the 800-meter run (2:08.9), was a’

member of .the winning 3200-meter

relay team (8:47.62) and placed third

in the high jump (5'8"). In a loss {0

South Lyon, Snider won the 800

g:gg.l')l) and was second in the mile
:01.4). o

LISA McCARTHY

?

Junior catcher Lisa McCarthy has
put together another outstanding
and.is a deserving reci-
plent of “Wildcat of the Week”
honors. In action last week, McCar-
thydldgrhatshe’sbeendolngall
season long — getting the key hits
and providing what many consider
the. finest defensive catching in the
area. In an impressive 3-2 win over
Hartland, McCarthy delivered a key
hit. In the opener of a doubleheader
with Howell, she doubled in a run but
the team eventually lost 6-5. Then in
the nightcap, McCarthy’s triple
sparked an extra-inning rally and
spurred the team to a 5-4 victory. In
KVC play, McCarthy has a .400 bat-
ting average (12-for-30) and an on-
base percentage of .581 (25-for-43).
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Sunshine Meet brings rays of hope

Nobody has ever accused Bob Smith of being a
pessimist. In fact, the veteran coach of the Novi
boys track team has something of a reputation for
his upbeat attitude. .

But Smith's optimism about the future seemed
well-founded after Novi finished second in the Sun-
shine Invitational for freshman and sophomores
at South Lyon on Saturday.

“It’s sort of like a mini-KVC meet — except it’s
limited to freshmen and sophomores,” reported
Smith, who was one of the state’s premier middle-
distance runners during his own prep career at
South Lyon in the mid-1970s.

“All the teams in the KVC were there except
Hartland, and Northville took their place, so we
finished second out of seven teams.

“That tells me we have a real strong corps of
underclassmen and the future looks real bright.
Our weakness was in the field events, but we look-
ed strong on the track, If it had been a track meet
insleiad of a track-and-field meet, we would have
wonit."”

Brighton won the team title with 121 points, nine
more than Novi which finished second with 112.

Third place went to Milford, followed by Nor-
thville, Lakeland, South Lyon and Howel).

The outstanding individual performance for
Novi was turned in by Andy Fitzpatrick who won
two events. Fitzpatrick won the 200 meters in 23.29
and then came back to win the 400 meters with a
time of §3.61. Fitzpatrick added a second-place
finish in the 100 meters (11.61).

Fitzpatrick also played a key role in the other
highlight for Novi, anchoring Lee McMains, Chad
Guyot and Matt Koneda to a second-place finish in
the 1600 meter relay.

‘‘We just might have the fastest
freshman/sophomore mile relay team in Oakland
County,” said Smith. “Our freshman mile relay
team finished fourth in the county last year, and
this year's team is seven seconds faster than the
squad we had last year.

‘‘When you have that many good sophomore and
:r?shman quarter-milers, it's a good sign for the
uture."

Freshman standout Rob Rasmussen also fared
well in the Sunshine Invitational, winning the 3,200
meters (10:39.4) and placing second in the 1600
meters (4:52.9).

Jeff Mielke added a second-place finish In the
pole vault (96"), while thirds were registered by
Jeotfre LaFontaine in the long jump (17°11%"),
Mark Skodack in the pole vault (9'0"), Lee Mc-
Mains in the 400 meters (55.69), Jeff Morrison in
the 800 meters (2:14.9) and the 800 meter relay
team of Bill Lethemon, Koneda, Guyot and Mec-
Mains.

Fourth-place finishes were registered by Chris
Koth in the high jump (5'2"'), Rosh Yohatgi in the
800 meters (2:15.6), the 400 meter relay team of
LaFontaine, Lethemon, Koth and Koneda (47.96)
and the 3200 meter relay team of Rohatgi, Mielke,
Chad Estep and Jelf Morrison (9:09.7)

Fifth-place finishes were added by Lethemon in
the 100 meters (11.86) and Steve Scrivener in the
shot put (34'9%"), while sixth place points were
contributed by John Robert in the 110 high hurdles
(19.75) and Brett VanDyke in the 3200 meters
(11:36.1).

‘It was a good meet, particularly in the running
events,” observed Smith. “We know we have
some decent runners coming up in the future.
What we have to do now is work on skill develop-
ment in the field events.”



Schram’ s triple paces thmclads

: BrlanSehramwonthmeeventsto
lead Novi. to a convincing 93-44 vic-
tory over Northviile lnst Monday, but
the Wildeat thinclads were nowhere

pear as successful two days later -

when returned to

they .
Valley Conference (KVC) action and

drq)pedanwdechlontosm

Lyoa.

The wnduts m now 15 In lhe
KVCandz-ooveran.

-Not coachnobsmth
uldthevlﬂwymﬂoﬂhvﬂlewasa
lotmotefun.. -~ -

" “11’s good for our teaim to see that

they’re pretty darn solid in com-

with »sald
parison non-KVC schools, | m’

the veteran Novi track coach.

Indeed. The Wildcats won 12 of 17

evenmagalnntheuwanaenmute
to the 93-44 And nobody
played a bigger role than “Schram-
bo’”’ who accounted for
three of the 12 Novi firsts.

The talented jumior led & Novi
sweephﬂnehl@jm.deaﬂnsc'z"

to finish ahead of teammates Mark
Williams (5'10”) and Mark Snider
(5'8"). Schram then came back in the
track events to pest victories in the
110 high hurdles (15.54) and the 300
Jow hurdles (42.96).

The meet was in marked contrast
to last year's Novi/Northville clash

whmmwndcaummmpahuge«-
1.lead in the field events and still

.managed (o -lose the meet, “We.
‘wnntedhmakemthatdldn'thap-

|s:en again this year" remarked
Thewndcatsmlndomlmtedtbe

-field ‘events, however, winning all

ﬂveevents.lnaddmontosweeplng
the high jump, Novi finished first and
second In the shot put, discus and
‘pale vault. The dynamic duo of Matt .
Stahr and Franz Samson took honors:
Inthewel@tmtswlthsuhrwim-
Ing the discus (134'9") and the ahot
(41'T%") and Samson

Tim McBrlde and Dave Samaan
contributed the 1-2 finish in the pole
vault. Both cleared 106" - with
McBride taking first place on the
basis of fewer misses. Robb Wilson -
rounded out Novi’s firsts in the field -
elv;nsﬁ”l;y winning the !ong jmnp

Novi continued to show lts
dominance during the track events. -
In addition to Schram's firsts in the

- hurdles, the Wildcats got first place

finishes from Andy Fitzpatrick in the
200 meters (24.29), Mark. Snider in’
the 800 meters (2:06.9) and Craig
Oowdenlnthelﬁoomu 53.81)

Adding
"Northville were

in both events (123'5" and

. tﬂbutedby.!eﬂ
110-high hurdies (17.25) and 00 low -

ln!act,mdenledawndcatsweep
of the 1600, finishing ahesd of Rob

Rasmmsen (4.58.6?) .and Bmt Van- -

Dyke (5:07.24). .
Novi also won two relays Bil
W Matt ‘Koneda, . Brian

while McBride, Jay Keranen,
Cowden and Snider took the mo
meterrelay(azﬂ.n),_ o

mlnﬂ
in-the 100
mm(nm).mmmmme

(2 09 )
laee

~hurdles (44.04), “in: the
meters (24.94) and Vannyh i ?lg
- 8200 (10:59.28). *
‘The Wildeats to KVC ac-
tion on Wednesday'

* claimed wasalﬁtcloserthanthe
final score.

“They dominated us in the sprints”.
,and we dominated them

" reported Smith. “We
traded the lead back and forth mest

of the meet. There was oaly a six-

Fitspatrick joined forces
to win the 800 meter relay (1:38.19),

~they suf-.
" fered an 80-57 setback at the hands of
.Southl.yonlnameetthatswth

lnlhe.

800 (2: 09.8)

. :pomt dlﬂennee t

through (the
meters.soltwasa!alrlycm
desplte the final scoré.” . - ot K
lneonlnsttothéNnﬂhvmelpM
Wikgeats were sbie 1 mg““m“",
were able
slxﬂrstsasammel.lou.
StahrandSammaeemmtedtor
ofNovl'sS’lpolntsbymlshlng
and second respectively in both the !

'l
!0.’

.
JO
.‘....

.?

mmmm&ahrswmm;'~

efforts were 140°2% in the discus and
414" in the shot, while Samson
seenndinbothevenlsvlthm

Rt

Y

400 (55.02), McRride in_the 800 119112 and 3810%”. - & _ L0138
apd Rmumm the amo 'l':x; Wild :@f

dts picked up 18:mW;
bioth'the 1600 andt
mqter runs, Cowden (4:35.4X%:

‘S

Lo

%

(5:02) finished 1-2-3 in the 1600,
Miké Ducker (10:53.8), Rumm

. (10:640) and VenDyke finighed 133;

in the 3200. - -

The only other Novi firsts’ were
earned by Schram in the high jump
(8'0"") and Snider in the 800 (2:06.17).

Second-place finishes . were
registered by Schram in both the 100
highs (15.7) and 300 lows (41.3) and
Everelt in the 100 (11.3). Registering
third ‘place finishes were Wilson iir
the long jump (18'9%"), Fitapatrick
in the 400 (53.4) anducnrldelntbt

. .,
A
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".:;,Snlder (5:01.4) and’ l!asmusw: "
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W:Idca ts S tumble
in KVC meet

Categorized most ol the season as
a solid dual-meet team, the Novi
boys’ tracksters showed that they
are not as impressive as a tourna-

ment squad during the Kensington .

Valley Conference (KVC) Cham-
pionships on May 20.

The Wildcats placed sixth in the
seven-team KVC meet with 39
points, exactly 100 points behind
first place Lakeland. And Bob
Smith, coach of the Wildcat
‘thlnclads, thought the meet went
just about as expected.

“I think we did about as we ex-
pected,” he said. ‘“We are not a

good big-meet team. We're solid in.

.every event, but we don't have
many of the super-super stars who
are guaranteed wins.”

’ TheclosostthingSmlthhastoa
star is junior high jumper Brian
Schram, but his second-place finish
in the KVC meet was somethingof a
disappointment. All season,
Schram was touted as the elite of
the league, but his best jump of 6°3"
wasn’t enough to catch Brighton's
Glen VarnHagen (6'5").

“Brian jumped pretty good —
6'3" is close to his best,” Smith
pointed out. “I was hoping he'd

peak for this meet, but deep downI'

really want to see him do his best at
the state meet He just didn't have
it for the KVC.

Schram added a sixth In the 100-
meter hurdles (15.86) and just miss-
ed placing in the 300-meter hurdles.
Senior Matt Stahr also grabbed
runner-up honors in the discus

(140'2"), while teammate Franz-

Samson chipped in with a sixth
(119'0").

Middle distance runner Mark
Snider found himself boxed in on
the curve of the 800-meter run, but
still managed to place fourth
(2:01.75), and Brian Everett placed
sixth in the 100-meter dash (11.83).
.But those were the only other in-
dividual places from the Novi team,

Three of the four Wildecat relay
teams did place among the top six,
led by the 400-meter team of Bill
Lethemon, Matt Koneda, Rocb
Wilson and Everett who came in
third (46.06). The 800-meter relay
squad — featuring Lethemon,
Koneda, Everett and Andy Fitz-
patrick — placed fourth (1:38.22) as
did the two mile relay team of Craig
Cowden, Tim McBride, Jay
Keranen and Snider (8:29.50).

Novi then wrapped up its 's7
seasononMayzzattheOakland
County Championships with mixed
results. All competitors must
qualify for the county meet and, ac-
cording to Smith, the standards are
very tough. Only three Wildcats —
Schram (high jump), Snider (800-
meters) and Stahr (discus) — made
the rigld qualifying cutoffs. .

“Just being chosen to go to the

Oakland County meet is an honor,"
Smith said. ‘‘Many times, this reet
Is a8 good or better than the quality
at the state meet.” - .

Of the three Novi competitors,
Schram was the only one to place
among the top six. Unfortunately, it
wasn’t a very impressive effort as
he cleared just 6’1 and then barely
missed 6’3" several times. He had
to settle for a fourth place tie.

Stahr and Snider didn’t have
much success, either. Stahr fouled

out on'all three of his attempts ahd
Snider placed seventh with a dlsap-
pointing time of 2:02.05.

‘i tbink both Stahr and Snider
were a little tentative,” Smith said.
*‘Both just barely made the qualify-
ing cut-offs and were a little over- -
whelmed with the caliber of the
competition. I just wish they were .
both juniors instead of seniors
because it was their first time there *
and most of the time you need to ex-
perience it once before you can ex-

cel In a big meet like this.”

Schram is - Novi's only state
qualifier and will compete in the
high jump at the state meet for the
second straight year. Snider would
have made it to Alma too if the
qualifying rules hadn't been chang-
ed this season. In previous years,
the top three competitors in each
region made it to the state meet, but
this season the rules were modified
to take only the top two. Snider
placed third in the 800-meter run in
regional competition.
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Schram qualifies for state

Brla’:: Schram is the only member

of the Novi boys track team to qualify
for the MHSAA State Championships
at Alma College on May 30.

Schram earned the right to com-
pete for the state title in the high
jump by finishing in a tie for fifth
place during regional competition at
Eastern Michigan University.

In a sense, Schram was fortunate
to qualify for the state meet. The
MHSAA has revised its rules this
year so that only the top two finishers
in each_event in the regionals ad-
vance to state.

Schram will be headed for Alma,
however, because the MHSAA decid-
ed. that anyone who meets or sur-
passes certain qualifying heights and
times in the regionals  will also
qualify for state.

Despite finishing fifth in the-high
jump in the regionals with a jump of
6'3”, Schram bettered the qualifying

mark to earn the right to advance.

“Brian’s jump of 6’3" was the
same as the regional champign, but
he was placed fifth on the basis of
more misses,” reported Bob Smith,
coach of the Wildcat thinclads. “I'm
glad he’s going because he’s definite-
ly a state-caliber high jumper.”

Smith was not at all pleased with
the rules change which reduced the
number of state qualifiers from the
top three to the top two finishers in
the regionals. And the veteran coach
of the Novi thinclads says the rules
change cost him at least one addi-
tional state qualifier. .

“Mark Snider came in third in a
really good field in the 800 meters
with a time of 2:00.4 so he just missed

qualifying _for__state,”” reported..

Smith. “That kind of time is state-
caliber in anybody’s book. It’s really
unfortunate because Mark has really
blossomed this year and deserves to

.
.

be going to state.

Theonlyomerwudcatwhoeamedﬁ

points in the was Tim
McBride in the pole vault. McBride

cleared thebar at 109" toendupina -

tie for fourth place. ..

Smith’s unhappiness with the rules .
change notwithstanding, the fact re- .

mains that Schram will be the only

Wildecat representative in the state
meet, and the Novi coach belleveshis -

star high jumper can do well.

“Brian has had a confidence pro-

blem the last couple of weeks,” said
Simith. “He went from a 6'5"” high
jumper to a 6’2" high jumper. -

“In the reglonals,
first two attempts at six-three, which -

i3 a height ke can clear without much -
difficulty, :
“We had a little talk before his .

‘third jumip. We talked about envi-
sioning a 6'5" jump and that’s what
didit. - :

be missed his .

samassad abAsasaaas
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Schram foiled by high-jump slump

Novi . track Coach Bob™ Smith has- probléms with his mechanics,” . Unfortunately, we weren't successtul -

- event. :
Angd after the MHSAA State Cham-

plonship Meet at Alma College last
“weekend, you can be sure that
Wildcat junlor Brian Schram knows

exactly what his coach is talking

DR -+ | the season, he topped the 6’5" mark - ,
‘Alma and came close on the s
“jump,

Schram, who entered the '87 track

geason as one of  the-{inest

slump last Saturday at Alma College

by failing to clear the opening height ‘

of 6-foot-3.

“*The high jump is ilifterent from a

lot of the other events in track,” -

_ Smith satd. “A lot of it is mental, and
1 think that's been Brian's problem

RN R %

derclassmen high jumpers in the
state, 'complete‘dghhgs gor:tb-lougﬁ

Easterbreak”

"As a sophomore In 86, Schram.

fooet, e B S
. ord’s Steve - , but
‘qualify for " the state meet. This
season, be began the campaign im-
pressively and at the midway point of
for the first time in competition and
was routinely clearing 6'4™. That was
back during the second week in April.
Soon ‘after that, the team took a
‘lengthy break for the holidays, and
‘ever since returning to action,
Schram has had problems returning
to his prior form. Suddenly, he was
to
.. “Brian needs to jump in competl-
" tion:or he losses his momentum and

i ) ever: sirice the 10-day layotf during
believes the high jump i5 a peculiar - ST e

getover thebar at6'3”. -

. ﬁ9'§

: . 1y AL, LY 1 .
ST IEREY 1S SeUoRP F¥F 3 SHE MR L] : st

Smith ‘sajd. “The_break .cbviously
hurthimbecausehemerd:d getto
§'4” again. He was jumping real well
in the middle of the season, but once
you start falling to imprqve, you start
to second-guess yourselt, It's 4 men-
talthingreally.” " ' 7
Schram had three tries at 6’3" at--

but couldn't quite make it.
ging Sexton’s Orlando Scott took
first place with a 6'9” jump. And it
Schram could have topped the open-

. ing height, he would have inmediate-

lyplacedinatiefor seventh. . ..
" «For a week before the meet, we
worked Briap really-bard,” Smith
said. “We worked him barder than
been worked thé whole season.

s

in him to His peak was

in early April, but it wasn’t becuase
toa:‘ .

ogalackoteltortonhispan."

Smith plans to send Schram _
high jumper’s camp this summer in
hopes of pi ng him for a rup at
the state crownin’es. )

:"'Paul Moote, 8 1984 Novi High

School graduate, went to the same °
camp between his junior and senlor
seasons and improved his best jump

“by five inches. Moote still holds the

KVC Meet record in the long jump
©e'™. : ’

"~ «Moote went to the camp jumping

6'2” and came back jumping 67" 80
I'm really high on this camp,” Smith

“said. “I think Brian will come back

stronger and better thanever.”
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