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Nov! News/JERRY ZOI.Yh

Tammy Onofrey will be a standout for Novi's girls track team this spring

Lack of numbers
to hurt Ladycats

Yodzevicls are both versatile per
formers who can help the team In
many ways, Prost, the team cap
tain, has quietly moved up as Novi’s
lop sprinter and relay threat.
Ceresa plans to use her In
everything from the 100-meter dash
to the half mile. Yodzevicls. who
was a third place finisher In the
KVC In the long Jump, will provide

ByNEILGEOQHEGAN
!  staff writer

Normally, the Novi girls track
draws 40-50 bodies, But

●</

program
● this season Coach Chris Ceresa Is

scraping for 30-35, and that means
trouble,

' Depth promises to be the
Wildcat's big weakness, but the ^
talent Is there, Novi boasts a good Novi with great depth in that event

and help In the 200 meters and milecore of successful returnees In a
●wide variety of events, but Ceresa ● relay.      ^ .
Is having a hard time projecting Senior Kelli 0 Neill may be fore-
consistent performers who will be ed to miss the team s Hrst meet (to-
able to take those crucial second day, April 2 at Livonia Stevenson)
and third place finishes, due to a Job conflict, but expected

^  , to provide the Cats with steady
The talent is there at the top level, ^j,g shot put and

but the depth is missing. discus. O’Neill placed second In the
discus and third in the shot at the
KVC championships at the end of
the 1986 season, and Is expected to

● “We are thin In numbers,”
Ceresa said, "We are going to be
spread a little too thin so we may
have problems In dual meets. But If ● be one of the league s premier per

formers again this season.
“Kelli only competes In two

we can stay healthy and confident,
we can do well at the Kensington

>:

Valley Conference (KVC) meet and ' events, and she was our third
atlhereginnals,” leading scorer last year, Ceresa

Back for ho,- jonlor saasoa la ‘

S7.-a°r;o'ier,o"’a,S="al

.1"' “t'’ a?r.„7 aT'L“lS '’“Pi D'Ambroaio, ae-nlor
S,rrt’™S la hL fhv" Ceresa*said Kfo'y Yancheaon and freshman

srD%srs"'H'eTh
rr , 112 RfSeers w 1! may need to contribute In the mid-

£'compet*'e fnthfh41fmpan<l >"» 1'P'ance races like the BOO
passibly in both hurdles events.

●●Amy really looks good in
'.rarly workouts,” Ceresa said. “She
is.very team-oriented and will do

' whatever we ask of her. She's an ex -
-cellent athlete, and we are looking
"●forward to a good season from
’her.”

was

meters.
“I think our squad can do well,

but we need some of the yminsters
to pick up the slack and gel us some
seconds.and thirds,” Ceresa said.
“Our biggest question mark is
depth. We have so many untested
kids. It’s hard to tell who we can
counion

our

''-y.- -
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Novi News/JERRY ZOL

Krlsly Yodezlvicis Is a proven middle-distance threatSeniors Becky Prost and Kristy



TEAH BEST PERFORMANCES FOR THE 1987 SEASON

Shot put 32’ 0 K. O’neill

Discus 84’ 8” K. O’neill

High jump 5’ 0’ Rodgers 8t Onofrey

Long Jump * 17’ 5It

A. Rodgers

3200 relay 10: 37.6 McBride, Onofrey,
Kukuzke, Heath

100 hurdles 17. 0 A. Rodgers

100 dash 13,4 B. Frost

800 relay 1: 50.4 Yancheson, Onofrey,
Frost, Yodzevicis

1600 run * 5:35.6 L. Heath

400 relay 52.9 Yancheson, Yodzevicis
Frost, Kukuzke

400 dash 62.4 B. Frost

800 run 2:16,7 T. Onofrey

300 hurdles 50.9 A. Rodgers

200 dash 28.4 K. Yodzevicis

3200 run 12:38.0 J. Galland

1600 relay 4:12.5 Frost,
Yodzevicis

Yancheson,

Onofrey

400 relay split 12.8 L. Kukuzke

800 relay split 27.2 Frost & Yodzevicis

1600 relay split 60.8 T. Onofrey

*  denotes school record



NOVI GIRLS TRACK

VARSITY RECORDS AS OF 1987

K. Q'n&ill

A. Rodgers
D. Vosie
V. Hensel

33’6

17’ 5
104’ 8

ft

M

1986

1987
1985

1979

Shot Put

Long Jump
Discus

High Jump

n

5’6it

Huotari,

Dicola, Helling

T. Onofrey
T. Brovm

P. Lenaghan
Yancheson

Prost

L. Heath

Cook, Mckay
Sibole,
B. Prost

T. Onofrey

A. Traynor
V. Hensel

M. Park

On
t

I

Banks

Park4 X 800 re lay 10:25.61985 1

16.7

12.6
1986

1975

1985
1987

100 Hurdles

100 Dash
a

ofrey
Yodzevicis

4 X 200 relay 1:50.4

5:35.6

51,4

1987

1976

1600 Run

4 X 100 relay

1984
1987

1983
1978

1983
1987

400 Dash
800 Run

300 Hurdles-
200 Dash
3200 Run

4 X 400 relay

61.4

2:18.8

46. 9
27. 4
12;19.9

4:12.5 Prost, Yancheson

Yodzevicis, Onofrey

»

100 Hurdles (30”>

200 Hurdles

15.0

32.0

J . Cook

Traynor

1976:+:

1982:ic A.

FRESHHEN RECORDS

L. Campbell
D’ambrosio

Campbe11
Lawton

1984

1985

1984

1982

Shot Put

Long Jump
Discus

High Jump

26’ 9

14'8

86’3’

t

»

f

D.»

L,

S.5'0

4 X 800 relay 10: 40 Johnson, Huotari,

Northrup, Prost
T. Onofrey

P. Lenaghan
L. Heath

B. Prost
B. Prost

T. Onofrey
P. Lenaghan
K. Huotari

Bonkowski

Litman, Helling

Clark,I

f

1984

17. 0
13.4
5:35.6

61.4
2:32.0
48. 1

28.3
12:24.5

4:34.0

1985
1984

1987
1984

1984
1985

1984
1984
1983

100 Hurdles
100 Dash

1600 Run
400 Dash

800 Run
300 Hurdles
200 Dash

3200 Run

4 X 400 relay



WHiams third (5’10”). WUson
ted another first In the long

<19’2”), whUe McBride
’) and Mlelke (9’6”) went 1-2
pole vault,
er Schram finished second in
10-meter hurdles (15.65) and
3nan added a third in the 100-
r dash (11.70), Novi trailed on-
33, but then came the injury to
ess and the loss in the 800
. Cowden followed with a win
! mile (personal best 4:43.33),
^tzpatrick was second in the
leters (53.46), but the Wildcats
ed to lose ground and the lead
ip to 14 for Milford.
' in the 800-meters, Snider and
ride both responded and helped
the Redskins within caUdiing
nee. Snider shaved a'fuU eight
ids off his best time and won
00 (2:02^4) and McBride efaip-
n a third (2:09.15). Schram was
id again (41.58) and Leininger
d third (43.23) in the 300-meter
ies to keq> it close, and Fitz-
ck set a new sophomore school
rd of 23.8 in the 200-meters to
first place. Making the score
with two events to go.
the two mile, Novi had to have
finish, but just couldn’t pull it
Rassmussen won the race
;1J8) but (Bowden fdl to third
!3.33), and the ’Cats lost the

●. ri^t there.

Rodgers,pnofrey pace victory
D’Ambrosio and Becky Frost
(4:30.9).

There were also four more in
dividual firsts and three more relay
wins. Kelli O’Neill was impressive
with wins In both the discus (82’0") some of our best girls can stay with

tough Redskins.
We pretty much expected the

loss, but 1 was very plea^ with out
effort.” Oresa said. “Milford has a
quali^ program and even thou^

<«

and the shot put <32’0"), D'Am-
brosio won the 400-meters (67J)
and Jenny Galland was first in the
two mile run (14:01). After winning
the two mile relay by default, the
team of Lisa Kukuzke, D'Ambrosio,
Frost and Kristy Yodzevicis finish
ed first in the 800-meter relay
(1:55.9), while the 400-meter relay
squad featuring the same four nm-

also won in a time of 55.9.

The Novi seconds were registered
by Frost in the 100-meter dash
(13.5), Lisa Heath in the mile
(6:06.9), Kukuzke in the 200-meters
(293) and McBride in the discus
(80*3”).

Against the defending KVC
champs from Milford, the Wildcats
lost by 34 points, but it marked the
first time in five seasons that Novi
was able to score more than 40
points against the traditionally

Milford team.
The ’Cats (1-3 overall, 1-2 In the

KVC) then wound up a busy week
by placing third at tite Novi Relays
00^ May 1 and fifth at the Madision
Heights Relays on May 2.
l-The win over Howell was really

the “Amy Rodgers and Tammy
Onofrey Show” as the two combin
ed for 35 Wildcat points — four
more than the entire Hi^ander
squad combined. Rodgers bad an

- outstanding -meet with three in
dividual wins and a second to ac
count for 18 Novi points (out of a
possible 20). Onofrey added two in
dividual firsts, a second and was a
member of a winning relay team
(17 out of 20 possible points).

Rodgers placed first in the Img
jump (16'3”), tbe bigh jump (5*0”)
and tbe 300-meter hurdles (53.3)
and added a second in tbe 100-meter
hurdles (173). Onofrey wm tbe lOO-
meter hurdles (173) and tbe 800-
meter run (2:28), was secrad in the
high jump (4’6”) and was a
member of the winning mile relay
team with Wendy McBride, Denal

ByNEILGcOGHEGAN
staff writer

For once, the Novi 0rls track
team got a chance to pick on so
meone its own size.

All season long, the Wildcats have
been keying up with almost every
opponent in the talent d^artment,
but never seemed to have enough
depth to win.

But the Wildcats went up against
a team with roughly the same
number of competitors for the first
time this cason vrtien they took on
Howell on April 28. And tbe 93-31
Novi victory proved that tbe ’Cats
may be small in numbers biit big in
talent.

their best, we just don't have as
many quality athletes on our team
as they do.

As usual, Onofrey led the team by
winning a pair of events — the mile
run (5:45.4) and the hi^ jump
<4’9”). But the rest of the WUdeat'
team only managed three victories.
Yodzevicis won the 400-met^
(66.4), Frost was first in the 200-
meters (28.9) and tbe mile relay
squad of Yodzevicis, D’Ambrosio,
Kristy Yancheson and Onofr^
placed first in a time of 4:25.6.

Rodgers added three second-
place finishes, coming in second in
tbe long jump (16’3”), the 100-met^
hurdles (18.0) and tbe 300-metef-
huitfies (52.9). The only otifCT
second-place finish against Milford..
came from Frost in the 100-meter
dash (13.6).

It went real well for usT^Novi
Coadi CSiris Ceresa said. iTIjr^’t
surprised that we woo, did,,
surprise me that we b^t so'
badly. They were as thin as.^ are
so It evened things out —
bndmoretalent.”

Two days later, however,' Novi
found itself on the receiving end of a
lopsided score when Ih^ w«
pounded 81-47 by tbe poweiM

«(

(^ttnuedone
<'jS:

All Interested persons 18 and
id number,

nd Recreation is looking for a
the 1987 season,
md Recreation offees on Satur-
luled later In May. For more in-

Rodgers, Onofrey shine for Ladycats
teams despite entering only five of 13 events. The
two mile relay squad of McBride, Kukuzke.
Galland and Heath (11:80) placed first, as did the
mile relay team of Kukuzke, Heath, McBride and
D’Ambrosio (4:43.2). ;

The discus relay team of Dawn Arbour, Saiujy
Nutt and McBride finished second (212'3”) and the
440-yard relaty team of D'Ambrosio, Kukuzke,
Michelle Fejaicovich and Jenny Leberl camelin
third with a timeof 57.5.

Onofrey, Yodzevicis and Frost placed second
(1:533), the high jump relay team of Onofrey,
Rodgers and D’Ambrosio combined for a 13’4” —
which was also good for second, and Uie mite rejay
team — featuring Frost, D’Ambrosio, Yodzevicis
and Onofrey — added a second as well (4:25.6).

Due to the high school prom on Saturday, Ceresa
took only one junior and no seniors to Madision
Heights, but the youngsters who did compete rose
to the occasion. Novi placed fi fth out of seven

CknitlDuedfrom4

The ’Cats hosted four other teams at the Novi
Relays. Dexter won the team championship with '
Novi in third place, just four points out of second
place. The only Novi relay team to finl^ first

in the sprint medley (Frost, Yodzevicis.
D'Ambrosio and Onofrey in a time of 4 ;32.S).

The 800-meter relay team of Yancheson,

came

I Society, a non-profit national
ignew members to join. Annual
ith'ynewslettcr and information

deonstrating that you know who
0. Box 119, Norlhville, MI 48167.
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Prost shines
as Ladycats
nip Lakeland
ByPHIUEROME meters (28.5), Rodgers in Uie 300
manaQjng editor meter hurdles (52.7), Lisa Kukuzke

In the 400 meters (67.5), Lisa Heath
Becky Prost doesn’t get enough in the 1600 meters (5:44.3) and Jen-

credit. oy Galiand in the 3200 meters
That’s the considered opinion of (13:24).

Chris Ceresa, coach of the Novi Adding third-place points were
girls track team. And the reason he ’ Yodzevicis In both the long jump
was singing the praises of the senior (14’1”) and 200 meters (26.9),
captain last week was that Prost Rodgers in the 110 meter hurdles
turned in a blazing final leg on the (16.0), D’Ambrosio in the 400
1600 meter relay team to lift the meters (67.6) and Heath in the 3200
Wildcats to a 66-62 victory over meters (13.24).
Lakeland last Tuesday. The Wildcats weren’t as fortunate
The Wildcats also suffered a 75-52 in the 75-52 loss to Hartland on

loss to Hartland on Thursday to see Thursday, but Ceresa was not at all
their records climb to 2-4 overall upset atwut the defeat. “The pro-
and 2-3 in the Kensington Valley blem was that the girls were just
Conference (KVC). exhausted — physically and emo-
But it was Prost's efforts against tionally," reported the Novi men-

Lakeland that had Ceresa extolling lor. "We've had an extremely busy
her praises after last week’s action, schedule over the past couple of-
“She doesn't get as much press as weeks, and the girls needed a little ’ 2 *§
Amy Rodgers or Tammy Onofrey, time to recuperate,
but she’s a key member of our Ceresa said the final score could
team,’’ said Ceresa. “She gives have been somewhat closer, but he '
herself up to run on the relay teams, decided not to expend his already
and she's been doing a super job all tired troops. “We could have done

some things to narrow the gap a lit-
“She came from 20 yards back on tie bit, but we’ve got the reglonals

the final leg of the 1600 meter relay coming up this Friday and I didn't
against Lakeland to give us the vie- - see much purpose in it,” he said,
tory. She just smoked that last lap. “The girls have been working hard.
She’s a real catalyst on this team.’’ and I'd like to see them (airly well-
Of course, Rodgers and Onofrey rested when the reglonals come up

also played important roles in the this Friday.”
come-from-behind victory over Once again, Onofrey and Rodgers
Lakeland. Rodgers set a new school led the way, accounting for (our of
record in winning the long jump Novi’s seven first-place finishes,

V

II

season long.

= S»

with a leap of 17’5” to eclipse the Onofrey prevailed in both the high
former record of 17’2” set by Janet jump (4’10”) and the 800 meters
Cook back in 1972. (2:26.5), while Rodgers won the

Thai's one of the top jumps in long jump (16'3’’) and the 400
Uie state this year," remarked meters (64.8).

<1

Ceresa. “No girl in the state has In fact, the 400 meters turned out
been over 18'0'' in the long jump to be a bright spot as the Wildcats : —
(his year to . be best oL.my .. swept all three, places. Following: .1* '
knowledue.” Rudaers across the finish linp u/prp

^

 is o u e <>
: H 12 > S>

g>*as|s

tfQ§ 5’>So57So2 Sl..3g§5

O

t

Q>

-I
ft ̂  a ^

uOi

S

§l5i-§§5

‘»§o«-S«3.g5 iSSgo.. -

22s -28E|-i_. 5>*5*e2£v®S

■>.r®-S'“15Z:5w a- '®
llll iiltsi .iisPsili .ti=

NStiiClfll i| g

£S

sfOft
or

«■?. :|-s|
— w J5
_ g O

cu ta



4^

Thursday. June 4,1MmHE NOVI NEWS 13A

Onofrey takes^fth at state meet
Onofrey’s flfUi-place In the state Rodgers best Jump of 16’1” wasn’t

meet was the hipest finish by a Novi enough top place her among the top
athlete — male or female — In the eight in the state. The judge in the
last five years. For her effort, Novi event told Rodgers later that she
posted four points as a team In the dldn'leventouchthetoeboardon her
meet. Ann Arbor Pioneer won the jump,
team title for the second straight
year. The last Ladycat to score
points at the slate meet was In 1983
when Amy Traynor placed sixth in
the 300-meter hurdles.
The only other WUdcal to qualfy

and compete in Alma was senior long
Jumper Amy Rodgers. It wasn’t the
Ideal situation for Rodgers, who had
been sidelined for nearly two weeks

prior to the state meet with painful
and nagging Injuries to her legs.
Rodgers competed In the KVC the team’s top point-getter —

meet almost two weeks prior but was named the most valuable performed
forced to skip the Oakland County senior Becky Prosl was honored as
Championships and came In to the the team captain and Rodgers was
Alma meet without having seen any named the most dedicated per

former. -—'

It was really a 17-loot Jump but
she was rusty and just took off too
early," Ceresa said. "The good thing
was that her legs didn’t hurt. All
things considered, she jumped very
well — It was mostly technique pro
blems that hurt her.
“Amy Rodgers has had a great

career here in Novi.”

14

On June 1, the team banquet was
held. To no one’s surprise, Onofrey —

was

action In 10 days.

Tammy Onofrey didn't win the 800- a great performance.
Tammy ran a very good race.

It« con-
Little
Center

meter rtm at the MHSAA Gass A
State Champloiishlp Meet at Alma Ceresa said. “The leaders went out a
College on May 30, but she did win little taster than she’s used to. The
respect from her fellow competitors, fast pace, coupled with the hot,
coaches and knowledgeable on- humid weather,was a little too much
lookers. for her to take and still challenge for
The Wildcat Junior just may be the first, but it was a good effort. I was

premier half-mller In the state next very pleased with her performance."
season, and her efforts last Saturday
turned a lot of heads. She Is no longer
an unknown runner from Novi.
Onofrey entered the state meet as

the Oakland County and Kensington
Valley Conference champion and a
regional runner-up in the 800-meters.
Against the b^t the state of
Michigan could offer, Onofrey placed
fifth with an offlcal time of 2:19.2.
Her coadi — Chris Ceresa — timed
Onofrey’s run In 2:18.7, which would
have broken her own school-record
by a tenth of a second If It were of
ficial. Regardless of the time, It was

41

Detroit Pershing’s Charlotte
Williams won the race in a time of
2:15.0, and was followed by Detroit
Caisd Tech’s Paula Lee (2:17.3), Ann
Arbor Huron’s Tracy Boudreau
(2:17.7) and Livonia Ladywood’s
Joan Arndt (2:18.4).

1 know Tammy thou^l, and 1
thought, that she had a shot at winn
ing the state title,” Ceresa said. "But
it wasn't meant to be this year. But
that’s the good thing — Tammy stil

’ and a
.vonia.

at 427-

■om In
iWest

Tiatlon

mateur
rst time

l
has another year to try to go for the
win.

44
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Schram foiled by high-jump slumpSunday,
un/walk,

and lOK.
f$6and

Novi track Coach Bob Smith ever since the KWay layoff during has problems ^th his mechanics,"
believes the high Jump is a peculiar Easterbreak." Smith sal^ "The break obvlo^ y " f “ J*  - woh'— ● hurt him because he never did get to in early April, but it wasn i pecuase

●●●> He was Jumping real well of alackofelfortonhispart.II*

Smith plans to send Schram to a
'■*> lumper’s camp Ihls summer In

'in at

* the season, but once
vnti
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Wildcats of the Week
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TAMMY ONOFREY

AMY RODGERS

Senior trackster Amy Rodgers
made it pretty close, but fell Just 14
points shy of scoring more points by
herself than the entire Howell team
managed in a dual meet on April 28.
Rodgers won three events and finish
ed second in another against the
Highlanders to account for 18 of a
maximum 20 points In Novi’s 62-polnt
victory. For the outstanding outing,
Rodgers has been named a “Wildcat
of the Week.” Rodgers placed first in
the long jump, first in the high jump,
first in the 300-meter hurdles and se
cond in the 100-meter hurdles. Two
days later, she registered seconds in
the long jump, 100 hurdles and 300
hurdles in a loss to'Milford and has
consistently been among the team’s
top scorers the past two seasons.

BECKYPROST
Novi’s Tammy Onofrey proved on

May 22 that she is the best half-mller
in the KVC and in Oakland County —
and if that isn’t enough to warrant
“Wildcat of the Week" honors,
nothing is. The competitions included
the KVC Championships and
Oakland County Championships and
the event was the 800-meter run.
Onofrey, the junior running standout
for Chris Ceresa’s squad, grabbed
her second straight league crown in
the 800 on May 20 in a time of 2:23.
Onofrey was also a member of the
winning mile relay team (4:12,3) and
placed second in the high jump
(S’O"). Two days later she blistered
around the Hazel Park track in a
time of 2:19.30 to capture first place
at the county meet by a full three
seconds.

There’s no question that the big
guns on the Novi girls track team are
Amy Rodgers and Tammy Onofrey,
but that does not detract from the
(act that Becky Prost is also a key
member of Coach Chris Ceresa's
iliinclads. Prost has earned "Wildcat
of the Week” honors for her efforts in
helping the Ladycats post a 66-62 vic
tory over Lakeland last week. Trail
ing 62-61, Novi needed to win the final
event, the 1600 meter relay, to pull
out Uie victory. And Prost came
through in the clutch. Trailing by ap
proximately 10 yards when she ■
received the baton on the anchor leg
of the meet-ending relay, Prost turn- ●
ed on the after-burners, caught the
Lakeland runner and blazed across
llie finish line to secure the come-
from-behind victory, “Becky is a key
member of this team," commented
Ceresa. "She doesn’t get much press,
but she’s the type of athlete who
gives herself up to serve on the all-
miportant relay teams. We would
never have beaten Lakeland if she
hadn't gone all out in anchoring the
1600 meter relay team.

Sport Lines

KRYSTEN WELKE of Novi is an outfielder on the conference-leading  soft-
all team at Davis & Elkins College in West Virginia ®
A Novi High School graduate, she is the daugher of Sharon Welke of Novi

lid Lary Welke of Elkins, West Virginia, She is a freshman pre-med major
aid a member of the college honors nrogram. ^
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Onofrey leads Ladycat thinclads
Novi ]ust flve seconds.
“1^ beat us up pretty good,

Ceresa said. “Brighton hu a real
One team, and even though we ran
pretty close bdiind them in most of
the events, they just seemed to get all
thebreaks.

1 wasn’t disappointed in our effort
though, because the girts never gave
up and showed a lot of character.’’
Onofrey Qnirtied second in the 400-

meter dash with a time of 62.8, and
Rodgers finished second in the hng
jump (15'9’’). Hie rest of the seconds '
came from Frost in the 100-meter
dash (13.4), Yodzevicis in the 200-
meter itach (29.5) and freshman Lisa
Kukuzke in the 800-meter run
(2:46.5).
At the Bdilan R^ys on April 11, the

already-thin Wildcat ranks were fur-
tha* dqileted as Onofrey and Andrea
DiC^Ia were not available to com-

p^. With Onofrey on vacation and
DiO)Ia out with the flu, CJeresa saw
<nly two of his relay teams place
among the top three finishers.
The higbli^t of the meet came in

the 400-meto-rday as the Novi team
of D’Ambroslo, Kristy Yandieson,
Frost and Yodzevicis comtdned for a
Gist-place finish with a time of $4.2.
The Wildcat cootiiigent also added a
second-place finish in the puddle-
jumper rday. Rodgers banned the
first leg (300-meter hurdles), Wendy
McBride the second (TSU-meter nm),
Heath the third (800-meter nm) and
Kukuzka the anchor (400-meter
dash).

44

A lack of quality dq>tb is already
putting the bite on the Novi girts
track team.
The Wildcats — with roughly 20

members who are able to contribute

regularly — quickly found out that
the numbers game may be a tourer
opponent than any of (be teams they
will me^ this season.
In the season cq>eDer on April 6

against Uvonia Stevenson, Noid was
outnundiered oeariy three-toone in
numbers, thus the 79-49 score seemed
about ri^t The Wildcats followed
tttat up by dropping a I06-22 decision
to tou^ Brighton In the Kensington
Valley Conference iqiener on April 9
and then placed fifth out of five
teams at the Milan Relays last
weekend. ,
Against Stevenson, Novi did win

five events and did fl̂ the Spartans
bead-t&head in mo^ races, but it
was sheer numbers that proved to be (2:J4) and was a member of the win- and the 200-m^ dash (29.7). Other

ot deep
enough. It really hurts us in the
relays. We can spread ourselves
out pretty thin in a lot of areas,
but with the relays it is tough to
do.’

the diflerence. Wildcat Coach Chris ning 800-meter relay squad (1:56.7) seomds were notdted Dawn Ar-
Ceresa said be was pleased with the along with DeoalD’Ambrosio.Krbty hour in the discus (66*8”) and Jomy
performance by his team, and admit- YodzevteisandBec^Prost. Gallandinttietwo-mllerun(l3.29).
ted that be was braced for a more Senior Amy Rodgers also bad a full “We were just not deep enou^
lopdded defeat day of competitioo. The defending Ceresa pointed out. “It really hurts

u

1 thought we did pnOy well,'’ be kvc long jump champion won the us in the rd^'s. We can spread
4«

said. “(Stevenson) bad roughly SO eventwitfalST'etfortplacedsecmd ourselves out pretty thin in a lot of
kids on the team so I tbou^t we in the 300-meter hurdles (56.6) and areas, but with the relays it is tough
wouldgetbeatbymorethanwedkl.’’ was third in the liO-meter hurdles todo.’’
Junior Tammy Onofrey lived iq> to (ig.o). The only other Novi wins were

her billing as the team’s best all-
around athlete by winning two in
dividual events and helping a relay tntbemilerun(6:06).
toaTTi win a third. Onofrey won the
high junqi by topping the 4’9’’ mark,
placed first in the 800-met« nm

Ceresa: ‘We were just n

Brighton, which has won the KVC
re^steied by Frost in the 400-meter famm championship in five of (he last
dart) (66.2) {^freshman Lisa Heath six years, bad UUe mercy on the

'C^ts three days later as they racked
Yodzevicis paced the Wildcat up a stunning 83^int victory. The

second-place finishers with numer- Bulldogs dominate the compedtioa,
upboncntnthelongjump(14’10i^'’) winning every event and allowing



Thursday. May 26.1087rTHE NOVI NEWS SC

i Onofrey sparks ’Cats
with 800-meter crowns

them iike a noose.

Of the 16 events, Novi placed nine
times including "top six” finishes in

shows last week and it didn't happen all four relay events. The mile relay
at just any old venue. Onofrey saved squad, featuring Becky Frost, Kristy
her best efforts of the season for the Yancheson, Kristy Yodzevicis and
Kensington Valley Conference Onofrey led the way with a first place
Championships and the Oakland time of 4:16.3. The same four girls
County Championships, and came also teamed up for  a fourth-place
away with three titles. finish in the 800-meter relay (1:50.5).
At the KVC meet on May 20, In the two-mile relay, Wendy

Onofrey grabbed the league crown in McBride. Lisa Kukuzke,. Jenny
the 800-meter run for the second Galland and Lisa Heath placed fifth
straight year, was the anchor of the (10:32.8), while the 400-meter relay
winning mile relay team, and added team of Yancheson, Yodzevicis, Pro-
a second place finish in the high st and Kukuzke also placed fifth

(53.3).

Two days later at the prestigious Onofrey’s win in the 800 (2:23.00)
county meet, Onofrey blew away the and second in the high jump (5’7")
competition in the 800, claiming the were the Wildcats only other "top and Onofrey) also ran a fine race, but '

).
On May 22, Wildcat Coach Chris

Ceresa took only Onofrey and the re
maining three members of the mile
relay team to tbe 28th annual ;
Oakland County Championships In ■
Hazel Fark. The meet is a very ex- ●
elusive event, featuring only the ■
county’s finest competitors — all of ●

whom had to reach very demanding ;
qualifyingplateaus. ●;

Onofrey showed tbe field she is the -
cream of the crop «1>en it comes to '■
the half mile by blazing to a first- ●'
place finish in a time of 2:19.30. She ●
finsihed three seconds ahead of se- T
cond place Angela Williams (2:22.97)
of Pontiac Central. Tbe mile relay "
team (Frost, Yancheson, Yodzevicis

jump.

title by more than three seconds. two” finishes, but Frost and Amy didn't place in the top six.
Thanks to the incredible per- Rodgers did add a pair of seccmds. All that's left of the '87 season Is the !

formance by Onofrey against the Frost was the runner-up in the 400- state finals to be held at Alma Col- ^
other six KVC squads, Novi placed meter dash (1:03.2) and the ailing legethlsSaturday(May30),andonly C
fifth in the team standings with 53 Rodgers placed second in the long Onofrey and Rodgers managed to -'
points. Fifth out of seven teams may jump (16’t%'') despite nagging leg in- qualify for the meet. It’s the second ●
not sound like much, but the Wildcats juries. The only other individual time for Rodgers, who missed the
performed brilliantly at times with a place from  a Novi competitor came Oakland County competition because
severe depth shortage hanging over from Heath in the mile (fifth place In of shin splints.

What a week it was for Tammy
Onofrey.

Novi's junior track star put on two

atime of5:39

Schram qualifies for state ●»
V

mark to earn the right to advance.
“Brian’s jump of 6’3'' was the

same as the regional champion, but
he was placed fifth on the basis of
more misses,” reported Bob Smith,
coach of the Wildcat thinclads. 'Tm
glad he's going because he’s definite
ly a state-caliber high jumper.

Smith was not at all pleased with
the rules change which reduced the
number of state qualifiers from the
top three to the top two finishers In
the regionals. And the veteran coach
of the Novi thinclads says the rules
change cost him at least one addi
tional state qualifier.

"Mark Snider came In third In a
really good field in the 800 meters
with a time of 2:00.4 so he just missed
qualifying for state,” reported
Smith. "That kind of time is state-
caliber in anybody’s book. It’s really
unfortunate because Mark has really ̂
blossomed this year and deserves to

M

Brian Schram is the only member
of the Novi boys track team to qualify
for the MHSAA State Championships
at Alma College on May 30.

Schram earned the right to com
pete for the state title in the high
jump by finishing in a tie for fifth
place during regional competition at
Eastern Michigan University.

In a sense, ^hram was fortunate
to qualify for the state meet. The
MHSAA has revised its rules this
year so that only the top two finishers
in each event in the regionals ad
vance to state.

Schram will be headed for Alma,
however, because the MHSAA decid
ed that anyone who meets or sur
passes certain qualifying heights and
times in the regionals will also
qualify for state.

£)espite finishing fifth in the high
jump in the regionals with a jump of
6'3”, Schram bettered the qualifying

be going to state. :●
'The only other Wildcat who earned

points In the regionals was Tim
McBride in the pole vault. McBride >
cleared the bar at 10’9” to end up In a
tie for fourth place.

Smith’s unhappiness with tbe rules '1
change notwithstanding, Uw fact re- ■'
mains'that Sdirain will be the mly ●'
Wildcat representative in the state -;
meet, and the Novi coach believes his
star high jumper can do well.

Brian has had a confidence pro- '
blem the last couple of weeks," said -
Smith. “He went from a 6’5" high !
jumper to a 6’2” high jumper.

"In the regionals, he missed his
first two attempts at six-three, which
is a height he can clear .without much
difficult.

"We had a little talk before his.
third jump. We talked about envl-;
stoning a 6’5" jump and that’s what’
did it.
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Ladycat stars shine in regionais
Never mind the fact that Novi’s girls track team

lost a pair of dual meets last week, falling 67-61 to
Northville on Monday and 98-30 to South Lyon on
Wednesday.

regionais.
Nevertheless, Novi gave Northville a good scare

before succumbing 67-61 on Monday.

Rodgers and Onofrey were double winners for '
the Ladycats. Rodgers won the long jump (IS’4”)'
and the 300 meter hurdles (52.0) in addition to ad-';
ding a second in the high jump (4'8”). Onofrey,' ●
meanwhile, posted victories in the hi0) jump'
(4’10”) and 100 meter hurdles (17.4).

The WUdcats also got firsts from Yancbeson in
the 400 (65.1) and Jenny Galland In the 3200
(13:13), as well as winning three relays. Denal -
D’Ambrosio, Onofrey, Frost and Kukuzke won the
400 meter relay ($4.6); Yancbeson, Onofrey, Frost
and Yodzevicis won the 800 meter relay (1:53.1);'
and Wendy McBride, Galland, Kukuzke and Heath '
woo the 3200 meter relay {11:12.2).

Adding second-place finishes were Frost in the
200 (28.8) and M(£ride in the 800 (2:47), while :
third-place finishes were registered by D'Am-
brosio in the 100 (14.5), Heath in the 100 (6:04) a^
Yodzevicis in three events — the long jump -
(13’8”),200meters (29.1) and400meters (67.2);

The Ladycats won just two events in the 98:% -
loss to South Lyon. Rodgers provided one of them,
winning the long jump (15'2"), while the second
came from the team of Yanche^ Onofrey, Prost-
andYodzevlcisintbe880yardrelay(l:53.5).
Seconds were added by Yodzevicis In the long -

jump (MT’) and the 220 (28.5). Onofrey In the
high jump (4’8”) and 440 (62.8). McBride in the 880'
(2:43.9) and Heath in the mfle (5:58.3). Adding
third-place finishes were Kukuzke in both the 100
(12.6) and the 220 (29.5). and Galland in the two ●
mile (13:30). . ,

“It could have been closer because we didn't put-'
anybody out on the track more than twice,” said'
Ceresa. “But South Lyon Is awfully strong and we
probably couldn’t have beaten them anyway.
Besides, 1 wanted our girls rested for the
regionais."
In retrospect, it was a good Idea.

9»

Ceresa: It was by
far the toughest
regional in the
state — no ques
tion about it, and
we were right up
there.)

What Cozcit Chris C^eresa had in mind was giv
ing his charges a chance to rest up for the MHSAA
Class A R^onals at Eastern Michigan University,
on Friday.

And the strategy proved successful as both Amy
Rodgers and Tammy Onofrey qualified for the
State (Championships. And the Wildcats as a team
finished sixth in the 17-team regional field.
“I’m proud,” said Ceresa. The girls did real

well.
It was by far the toughest regional in the state

— no question about it, and we were right up
there.”

<4

Kris^ Yancbeson, Onofrey and Kristi Yodzevicis
just missed a trip to the state finals by finishing
third with a time of 4:13.6. “It was the luck of the
draw,” said Ceresa. “If they bad been in any other
re^onal in the state, they’d have qualified for the
state meet as well.”

Ceresa also saw bis charges establi^ two more

schocd- records. The qua^t of Yancbeson,
Onofrey, Frost and Yodz^cis finished fifth in the
800 meter relay with a time of 1:51.6 that broke the
old school record of 1:52.5 established last year.

And one of the most pleasant surprises was the
new school record turned in by Lisa Heath in the
1600 meters. The talented freshman shaved four
full seconds off the former reoMtl of 5:39.6 set by
Kelli Rolfes last year as she raced around the
track with a time of 5:35.6.

'"It was just a real good meet fw us,” reported
(Ceresa. “We bad two state qualifiers, three school
records and a total of eight personal bests. I was
real impressed with our kids.”

The success in the regionais came at the ex
pense of a pair of dual-meet losses which dropped
the Ladycats' records to 2-6 overall and 2-4 in the
KVC. But Ceresa didn’t mind. “The whole goal,
be said, “was to get our kids rested up for the

Ann Arbor Pioneer won the regional champion
ship with a total of 185 points. Ann Arbor Huron
was second (64 points), Ypsilanti was third (63),
Brighton fourth (SSl^) and South Lyon fifth (25).
Novi accumulated 24 points in ta^g the sixth
position.

Ceresa also thought the regionais demonstrated
the strength of the Kensington Valley CtMiference
(KVC). “Our KVC teams finished fourth, fifth and
^th behind three of the four best teams in the
state,” he observed. "That speaks awfully well of
the caliber of compel itioD in our conference.

Novi's two state qualifers were Amy Rodgers
and Tammy Onofrey. Rodgers qualifed for the
right to advance to the state meet by finishing se
cond in the long jump with a leap of 16'4VS|”, while
Onofrey earned the right to advance by finishing
second in the 800 meters with a 2:18.8 clocking that
established a new school record, breaking the old
mark of 2:20.9 which she set last year in the
regionais.
And even though Rodgers and Onofrey were

Novi’s only state qualifiers, Oresa was duly im
pressed with several other performances.
Novi’s 1600 meter relay team of Becky Frost, /




