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Tammy Onofrey will be a standout for Novi's girls track team this spring

5

By NEIL GEOGHEGAN
staff writer

Normally, the Novi girls track
program draws 40-50 bodles. But
* this season Coach Chris Ceresa is
scraping for 30-35, and that means
trouble,
‘Depth promises to be the
Wildcat's big weakness, but the
_ talent |s there. Novi boasts a good
core of successful returnees In a
~“wide variety of events, but Ceresa
{s having a hard time projecting
consistent performers who will be
able to take those crucial second
gnd third place finishes. :

The talent is there at the top level,
but the depth is missing. :

+..“We are thin In numbers,”

Ceresa said. ‘‘We are going to be

spread a little too thin so we may
have problems In'dual meets. But if
we can stay healthy and confident,
we can do well a} the Kensington

Valley Conference tKVC) meet and

at the regionals.”

Back for her junior season is
Tammy Onofrey, who may be the
Hest all-around female athlete at

‘Novi. As a sophomore, Onofrey was

the KVC champion in the half mile,

but she is also effective in the high™

jump and mile relay. She was the
{eam’s top scorer a year.ago.

“I'm sure Tammy will continue’

{o Improve as long as she trains

hard and s héalthy,” Ceresa said.
.“She has a really good positive at-
“titude to go along with some great
snatural ability."”

. Sharing the spotlight with
-Onofrey will probably be senior
.‘long jumper Amy Rodgers. She is
- .the defending league champion and

-was the Wildcat's only state-

-qualifier a year ago. Rodgers will
‘also compete in the high jump and
‘pdssibly inboth hurdles events.

. “Amy redlly looks good in our
carly workouts,” Ceresa said. ‘She
is.very team-oriented and wiil do
* whatever we ask of her. She's an ex-
:cellent athlete, and we are looking
‘forward to a good season from
*her."

Seniors Becky Prost and Kristy

Lack of numbers
1o hurt Ladycats

Yodzevicls are both versatile per-
formers who can help the team In
many ways. Prost, the team cap-
tain, has quietly moved up as Novl’s
top sprinter and relay threat.
Ceresa plans to use her In
everything from the 100-meter dash
to the half mile. Yodzevicis, who
was a third place finisher In the
KVC in the long jump, will provide

" Novi with great depth In that event
- and help in the 200 meters and mile
Sorelay.,. o el T )

. Senior Kelll O'Nelll may be forc-
. ed to miss the team's first meet (to-

* day, April 2 at Livonia Stevenson)
~ due to a job conflict, but Is expected

* 'to provide the 'Cats with steady

_points in both the shot put and
- discus. O'Nelll placed second in the
discus and third in the shot at the

.. KVC championships at the end of

the 1986 season, and Is expected to
. be one of the league’s premier per-
formers again this season.

“Kelli only competes In two
events, and she was our third
leading scorer last year,” Ceresa
pointed out. *‘There aren’'t many
who can beat her.” '

In the distance events, Ceresa has
junior Kelll Rolfes and freshman
cross country sensation Jenny
Galland. Rolfes is the school record
holder in the mile, while Galland -
will be used primarily In the two
mile. ' L

~ Junior Denal D’Ambresio, senior -
“ Kristy Yancheson and freshman
Lisa Heath are all important
members of the sprint and middle
distance corps. D'Ambrosio is a
flexible performer who will see ac-
tion in the short sprints and relays.
_ She will be joined In those events by
Yancheson, a transfer student from
Milford. Despite her youth, Heath
may need to contribute in the mid-
dle distance races like the 800

. meters.

“I think our squad can do well,
but we need some of the younsters
to pick up the slack and get us some
seconds/and thirds,” Ceresa said.
“Our biggest question mark is
depth. We have so many untested
kids, it's hard to tell who we can
counton.”

\ Nol ewsIJEHHY ZoL
Kristy Yodezivicis Is a proven middie-distance threat
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TEAM BEST PERFORMANCES FOR THE 1987 SEASON

Shot put
Discus
High jump
Long jump
3200 relay

100 hurdles
100 dash

800 relay

1600 run

400 relay

400 dash
800 run

300 hurdles
200 dash
3200 run

1600 relay

400 relay split
800 relay split

1600 relay split

¥ denotes school record

32° 0"
84* 8"
5' 0"

17' 5"

10:37.6

17.0
13.4

1:50.4

5:35.6

52.9

62.4
2:18.7
50.9
28.4
12:38.0

4:12.5

12.8
27.2

60.8

K. O’'neill
K. O’'neill
Rodgers & Onofrey
A. Rodgers

McBride, Onofrey,
Kukuzke, Heath

A, Rodgers
B. Prost

Yancheson, Onofrey,
Prost, Yodzevicis

L. Heath

Yancheson, Yodzevicis,
Prost, Kukuzke

B. Prost
Onofrey
Rodgers

Yodzevicis

-

“ B8 > A

Galland

Prost, Yancheson,
Yodzevicils, Onofrey

L. Kukuzke
Prost & Yodzevicis

T. Onofrey



1986
1987
1985
1979

1985

1086
1975
1085
1087

1987
1976

1084
1987
1983
1978
1983
1087

1976%
1982x

1984
1085
1984
1082

1084

19895
1084
1987
1984
1984
1985
1084
1084
1983

NOVI GIRLS TRACK

VARSITY RECORDS AS OF 1987

Shot Put
Long Jump
Discus
High Jump
4 X 800 relay
100 Hurdles

100 Dash

4 X 200 relay

1600 Run
4 X 100 relay

400 Dash
800 Run

300 Hurdles.
200 Dash
3200 Run

4 X 400 relay

100 Hurdles (30")
200 Hurdles

33'6" K. O'netill
17'5" A. Rodgers
104:8" D. Vosie
56" V. Hensel
10:25.6 Huotari, Park,
Dicola, Helling
16.7 T. Onofrey
12.6 T. Brown
" P. Lenaghan
1:50.4 Yancheson, Onofrey
Prost, Yodzevicis
5:35.6 L. Heath
51.4 Cook, Mckay,
Sibole, Banks
61.4 B. Prost
2:18.8 T. Onofrey
46.9 A. Traynor
27.4 V. Hensel
12:19.9 M. Park
4:12.5 Prost, Yancheson,
Yodzevicis, Onofrey
15.0 J. Cook
32.0 A. Traynor

FRESHMEN RECORDS

Shot Put
Long Jump
Discus
High Jump

4 X 800 relay

100 Hurdles
100 Dash
1600 Run
400 Dash
800 Run

300 Hurdles
200 Dash
3200 Run

4 X 400 relay

26' 9'!
14 ’ 8”
86’ 3"
5' OH

10:40

17.0

13.4
5:35.6
61.4
2:32.0
48.1

28.3
12:24.5

4:34.0

L. Campbell
D. D'ambrasio
L. Campbell
S. Lawton

Johnson,” Huotari,
Northrup, Prost
T. Onofrey
P. Lenaghan
L. Heath
B. Prost
B, Prost
T. Onofrey
P. Lenaghan
K. Huotari

Bonkowski,
Litman, Helling

Clark,



Willianis third (5°10™). Wilson
yed another first in the long
v (19°2"), while McBride
') and Mielke (96"') went 1-2
:polevauit.

er Schram finished second in
10-meter hurdles (15.65) and

1man added a third in the 100- -

r dash (11.70), Novi trailed on-
33, but then came the injury to
ess and the loss in the £00
. Cowden followed with a win

2 mile (personal best 4:43.33), -

Fitzpatrick was second in the
reters (53.46), but the Wildcats

ed to lose ground and the lead

1p to 14 for Milford. ‘

t in the 800-meters, Snider and
ride both responded and helped
the Redskins witliin catching
nce. Snider shaved a‘full eight
wds off his best time and won
00 (2:02.94) and McBride chip-
na third (2:09.15). Schram was
ad again (41.58) dnd Leininger
d thivd (43.23) in the 300-meter
les to keep it close, and Fitz-
wck set a pew school
vd of 238 in the 200-meters to
first place. Making the score
withtwoeventstogo. -

the two mile, Novi had to have
' finish, but just couldn’t pull it
Rassmussen won the race
’1.28) but Cowden fell to third
13.33), and the 'Cats lost the
t right there. .

2, All interested persons 18 and
2d number.

nd Recreation is looking for a
the 1987 season. 3 .
nd Recreation offces on Satur-
duled later in May. For more in-

h Soclety, a non-profit national
1gnew members to join. Annual
atMynewsletter and information

deonstrating that you know who
0. Box 119, Northville, M1 48167.

Rodgers, Onofrey pace victory -

By NEIL GEOGHEGAN
staff writer .

Milford team. .
The *Cats (1-3 overall, 1-2 in the
KVC) then wound up a busy week

D’Ambrosio and Becky Prost
(4:30.9).
There were also four more in-

For once, the Novi girls track by placing third at the Novi Relays  dividual firsts and three more relay

team got a chance to pick on s0- on May 1 and fifth at the Madision
meoneitsownsize. = ¢ ¢ HeightsRelaysonMay2. _ - _ .
beun pacping up with slmest every (LTt il over Fowell was really
opponent in the talent department, b€ “AmY Rgd&ﬂ;eago Tamlil;ly
but never seemed to have enough edomtorﬁey SShow as mfou;
depthtowin. "« Thore MWMW points —
But the Wildcats went up against g entire

e e rughly 1ho ame. uad combined. Rodgers had an
number of competitors for the first -meet with three in-
time this eason when they took on_~ dividual wins and a second to ac-

Howell on April 28: And the 9331
Novi victory proved that the *Cats -

- count for 18 Novi points (out of a
possible 20). Onofrey added two in-

T ..dividual firsts, a second and was a
may be small in numbers EDIE . - member of a winning relay team
]t went real well for %Novl (17 out of 20 possible points).

Coacli Chris Ceresa said. 4] wasn't
surprised that we won, butsit did

placed first in the long
jump (16'3"), the high jump (5'0")

wins. Kelli O’'Neill was impressive
with wins in both the discus (82'0')

and Jenny Galland was first in the
two mile run (14:01). After winning
the two mile relay by default, the
team of Lisa Kukuzke, D'Ambrosio,

squad featuring the same four run-
nersalsowon in a time ofS5.9.

The Novi seconds were registered
by Prost in the 100-meter dash
(135);, Lisa Heath in the mile
(6:06.9), Kukuzke in the 200-meters

surprise me that we beat i s0” and the 300-meter hurdies (53.3) (2 and McBride in the discus
badly. Theéy Were as thin sswe are: and added asecond in the 100-meter - (&037)- - - -
50 it evened things out — we3ust .. hurdles (17.5). Onofrey wonithe 100- - ~ Against the defending KVC
badmoretalent”  33ANB’  meter hurdles (17.3) and the 800- - from Milford, the Wildcats
Two' days later, however, Novi meter run (2:28), wassecond inthe  lost by 34 peints, but it marked the
found itself on the receivingendofa  high jump (46"} and was a first time in five seasons that Novi
ded score when they were member of the winning mlle relay  was able to score more than 40

'ﬁi"“f A . z

8147 by the powafnl team with Wendy McBride, Denal  points against the traditionally

v oth W . ') . . some of our best girls can stay with
and the shot put (32'0"), D’'Am- -
« brosio won the 400-meters (67.9)

" thelong jump (16'3"), the 100-meter
-hurdles (18.0) and the 300-mefer

‘“We pretty much expected the
loss, but I was very pleased with out
effort,” Ceresa said. “Milford has a
quality program and even though

thelr best, we just don't have as
many quality athletes on our team
astheydo.” . :

As usual, Onofrey led the team by
(450) and the bigh Jump
run (5:45.
(4'9""). But the rest of ttligh w&ﬂ~
team only managed three victoriés. -
Yodzevicis won the 400-meters ]
(66.4), Prost was first in the 200-
meters (28.9) and the mile relay J
squad of Yodzevicis, D’Ambrosio,
Yancheson and Ono
placed firstinatime of4:256. -
place finishes, coming in second in

burdles (529). The only otlfér -
second-place finish against Milford _|
came from Prost in the 100-meter
dash (13.6).

" Continvedon 6

Rodgers, Onofrey shine for Ladycats

Continued from 4

The "Cats hosted four other teams at the Novi
Relays. Dexter won the team
Novi in third place, just four points out of second
place. The only Novi relay team to finish first
came in the sprint medley (Prost, Yodzevicis,
D’Ambrosio and Onofrey in a time of 4:32.5).

The 800-meter relay team of Yancheson,

champlonship with

Onofrey, Yodzevicis and Prost placed Second
(1:53.2), the high jump relay team of Onofrey,
Rodgers and D'Ambrosio combined for a 134" —
which was also good for second, and the mile relay
team — featuring Prost, D'Ambrosio, Yodzevicis
and Onofrey — added a second as well (4:25.6).
Due to the high school prom on Saturday, Ceresa
took only one junior and no seniors to Madision
Heights, but the who did compete rose
to the occasion. Novi placed fifth cut of seven

4 ccd s

teams despite entering only five of 13 events. The
two mile relay squad of McBride, Kukuzke,
Galland and Heath (11:80) placed first, as did the
mile relay team of Kukuzke, Heath, McBride an
D'Ambrosio (4:43.2). -
The discus relay team of Dawn Arbour, Sandy
Nutt and McBride finished second (212'3"") and the
440-yard relaty team of D'Ambrosio, Kukuzke,
Michelle Pejakovich and Jenny Lebert cameZin
third with a time of 57.5. -

-
.
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P "'OSt'Shines'f’
as Ladycats
nip Lakeland

i

By PHILJEROME -
managing editor

Becky Prost doesn't get enough
gredit.

‘That's the considered opinion of
Chris Ceresa, coach- of the Novi
girls track team. And the reason he
was singing the praises of the senior

captain last week was that Prost -

turned in a blazing final leg on the
1600 meter relay team to lift the
Wildcats to a 6662 victory over
Lakeland last Tuesday,

The Wildcats also suffered a 7562 In the 75-52 loss to Hartland on rm D rR cEAmE OQeT w
loss to Hartland on Thursday tosee  Thursday, but Ceresa waspotatall | 33 g-,égggg:g $583F gEassg
their records climb to 24 overall upset about the defeat. “The pro- £ 3.3. £ax z2g83 gs §5=
and 23 in the Kensinglon Valley blem was that the girls were just - | 2o _g 52838 o ;ig £S5z
Conference (KVC). exhausted — physically and emo- - 5.;>_ =32 2348g5s 55§ 4
But it was Prost’s efforts against  lionally,” reported the Novi men- ios §§§ §§§ 238 S33pe3838
Lakeland that had Ceresa extolling  tor. “We've had an extremely busy 3 gq-é.g S g.>.,,>‘§ Ec83282ey B¢
her praises after last week's action.  schedule over the past couple of - P g_gg L ET 255-— § g §§s
“She doesn’t get as much press as  weeks, and the girls needed a litile 3 5«:.,,3?__.'2‘ =8 gqigg- 2=Ln
Amy Rodgers or Tammy Onofrey, timeto recuperate.” - §5.§ 53 P 8 Sp~3% 8”:"'—:352%
but she's a key member of our  Ceresa said the final score could -'5'2.;3 weSE2SS & oHEa2LLJ28
team,” said Ceresa. “‘She gives have been somewhat closer, but he af agga -Ega,;'gg§§§n-§23,, s
herselfup torunonthe relay teams, declded not {0 expend his already ggés e lSNERS ;% ;o.§§0
and she’s been doing a super job all  tired troops. “We could have dene <35 335"3'” ‘gggaggﬁpgggo B
season long. *  some things to narrow the gap a llt- 5?:,5 25365+46% gsss 533885
he fna Iog of e 1000 metar slsy  Coming up tis Py and & S i us -
the eg of the meter relay ! ke - S NAagSLee O
against Lakeland to give us the vic--  se¢ much purpose in it,” he sald. 3§§§§.’£§§ §§§5§ 33385 3§§
tory. She just smoked that last lap.  *“The girls have been working hard, g g %3 53 g3 8a -u§ 5683 g8
She's a real catalyst on this team.” andl’dliketoseethemtairlyweu- sghgﬁacg‘s nggsi sggz 355
Of course, Rodgers and Onofrey rested when the:reglonals come up ';353 5223 a»§-“s>--°2 Z2aa
also played important roles in the this Friday.” : -,._535535, Eggséégsg .g__§
come-from-behind victory over  Once again, Onofrey and Rodgers E&8° 5838 8 28%%8% 8352 =88
Lakeland. Rodgers set a new school  led lhe way, accounting for four of g5 = E-‘%%:\ Z=ZESERRS OE 5
record in winning the long jump Novi's seven first-place {inishes. ogsa §§59§’ 85" R 5 Exd 8 o
with a leap of 17'5"” to eclipse the Onofrey prevailed In both the high R gs gﬁoo§§ EPEYPER 283
former record of 17'2" set by Janet jump (4'10") and the 800 meters o 8§ Bg'z < §=‘_-.§ 368 <33
Cook back in 1872, (2:265), while Rodgers won the §=§ 3208088 | 3 8 05'028 g .332
o Thals ane of Whe top Jumps 1n  long Jump (163") ‘and the w0 | 2 g-a.g gg 238 i%sgé K| + Egge
e s ear,” rem melers (64.8), BBRBESIETR22 oy e
Ceresa, “No giri In the state has  In fact, the 400 meters turned out g EFESET S48 3?_:?:%352'5*‘5"—"25
been over 18'0” in the long jump, to be a bright spot as the Wildcats i m—

this yéar to. be best.of:-my’.&

knowledue.”

meters (28.5), Rodgers In the 300
meter hurdles (52.7), Lisa Kukuzke
in the 400 meters (67.8), Lisa Heath

in the 1600 meters'(5:44.3) and Jen-
ny Galland in the 3200 meters

(13:24). -
Adding third-place points were

* Yodzevicis in both the long jump

(14'1") and 200 meters (28.9),

Rodgers in the 110 meter hurdies -

(18.0), D'Ambrosio in the 400

meters (67.6) and Heath in the 3200 -

meters (13.24).
The Wildcats weren't as fortunate

swept all three. places. Followingi.=.' -

Rodgers across tha finich lina wore

.

- Q.ﬂ-wﬁ_z___'_
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Tammy Onofrey didn't win the 800-
meter tun At the MHSAA Class A
State Champlonship Meet at Alma
College on May 30, but she did win
respect from her fellow competitors,
coaches and knowledgeable on-
lookers,

'The Wildeat junior just may be the
premier half-miler in the state next
season, and her efforts last Saturday
turned a Jot of heads. She is no longer
an unknown runner from Novi.

Onofrey entered the state meet as

- the Oakland County and Kensington

Valley Conference. champion and a
regional runner-up in the 800-teters.
Against the best the state of
Michigan could offer, Onofrey placed
fifth with an offical time of 2:18.2.
Her coach — Chris Ceresa — timed
Onofrey’s run in 2:18.7, which would
have broken her own school-record
by a tenth of a second if it were of-

.| ficlal. Regardless o( the time, it was

takes

Ceresa said, “The leaders wentouta

little faster than she's used to. The
fast pace, coupled with the hot,
humid weather,was a littte too much
for her to take and still challenge for
first, but it was a good effort. I was
very pleased with her performance.”

Detroit Pershing’s Charlotte
Williams won the race in a time of
2:15.0, and was followed by Detroit
Casy Tech's Paula Lee (2:17.3), Ann
Arbor Huron’s Tracy Boudreau
(2:172.7) and Livonia Ladywood’s
Joan Arndt (2:18.4),

*1 know Tammy thought, and 1
thought, that she had a shot at winn-
ing the state title,” Ceresa sald. “But
it wasn't meant to be this year. But
that's the good thing — Tammy still
l:val:a’nomeryearto try to go for the

meet was the highest finish by a Novi

athlete — male or female — in the

last five years. For her effort, Novi
posted four points as a team in the
meet. Ann Arbor Pioneer won the
team title for the second straight
year. The last Ladycat to score
points at the state meet was In 1983
when Amy Traynor placed sixth in
the 300-meter hurdles, )

The only other Wildcat to qualfy
and compete in Alma was senior long
jumper Amy Rodgers. It wasn’t the
Ideal situation for Rodgers, who had
been sidelined for nearly two weeks
prior to the state meet with painful
and nagging injuries to her legs.

Rodgers competed in the KVC
meet almost two weeks prior but was
forced to skip the Oakland County
Championships and came in to the
Alma meet without having seen any
action in 10 days.

Novi track Coacti Bob Smith ever since the 10-day layoff during has problems with his mechanics,”
believes the high jump is a pecullar Easterbreak.”

event

’

L v~

Smith said. “The break obviously
burt him because he never did get to
» ag- " He was jumping real well

¢ the season, but once
T ey v réesd

Thyraday, June 4, 1837/THE NOVINEWS 13A

th at state mee

Onofrey's fifth-place in the state .

Rodgers best jump of 16'1" wasa't
enough top place her among the top
elght in the state. The judge In the
event told Rodgers later that she
didn't even touch the toe board on her
jump.

“It was really a 17-foot jtimp but

"ghe was rusty and just took off too

early,” Ceresa said. “‘The good thing
was that her legs didn't hurt. All
things considered, she jumped very

well — It was mostly technique pro-

blems that hurt her.
“Amy Rodgers has had a great
career herein Novl.”

On June 1, the team banquet was
held. To no one's surprise, Onofrey —
the team’s top point-getler — was
named the most valuable performer.
Senior Becky Prost was honored as
the team captain and Rodgers was
named the most dedicated per-
former.

Unfortunately, we weren't successful
in getting him to peak. His peak was
in early April, but it wasn’t becuase,
of alack of effort on his part.”

Smith plans to send Schram to a

 T4n jumper’s camp this summer In

- hirs -t

ANO PRoSr

Schram foiled by high-jump slump
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Wildcats of the Week

BECKY PROST

There's no question that the big
guns on the Novi girls track team are
Amy Rodgers and Tammy Onofrey,
but that does not detract from the
fact that Becky Prost is also a key
member of Coach Chris Ceresa's
thinclads. Prost has earned “Wildcat
of the Week” honors for her efforts in
helping the Ladycats post a 66-62 vic-
tory over Lakeland last week. Trail-
ing 62-61, Novi needed to win the final
event, the 1600 meter relay, to pull

out the victory. And Prost came .

through in the clutch, Trailing by ap-
proximately 10 yards when she

received the baton on the anchor leg |
of the meet-ending relay, Prost turn- *

ed on the after-burners, caught the
Lakeland runner and blazed across

the finish line to secure the come- °

{rom-behind victory. “Becky Is a key

member of this team,” commented ¥
Ceresa. “‘She doesn’t get much press, of
but she’s the type of athlete who @
gives herself up to serve on the all- 8

important relay teams, We would
ucver have beaten Lakeland if she
hadn’t gone all out in anchoring the
1600 meter relay team.”

AMY RODGERS

Senior trackster Amy Rodgers
made it pretty close, but fell just 14
points shy of scoring more points by
herself than the entire Howell team
managed in a dual meet on April 28.

Rodgers won three events and finish- |’

ed second in another against the
Highlanders to account for 18 of a
maximum 20 points in Novi's 62-point
vietory. For the outstanding outing,
Radgers has been named a “Wildeat
of the Week." Rodgers placed first in
the long jump, first in the high jump,
first in the 300-meter hurdles and se-
cond in the 100-meter hurdles. Two
days later, she registered seconds in
the long jump, 100 hurdles and 300
hurdles in a loss to'Milford and has
consistently been among the team's
top scorers the past two seasons.

Sport Lines

KRYSTEN wéLKE of Novi is an outfielder on the conference-lead -

sall team at Davls & Elkins College in West Virginia. g soft

, ll‘\l ggg !‘l’}g:lkScl}oé)i l?imdl\l:tei s‘.lt;e lis :he daugher of Sharon Welke of Novi
elke o ns, West Virginia, She is a freshman

wid a member of the college honors program. pre-med major

TAMMY ONOFREY

Novi's Tammy Onofrey proved on
May 22 that she is the best half-miler
in the KVC and in Oakland County —
and if that isn’t enough to warrant
“Wildcat of the Week” honors,
nothing is. The competitions included
the KVC Championships and
Oakland County Championships and
the event was the 800-meter run.
Onofrey, the junior running standout
for Chris Ceresa’s squad, grabbed
her second straight league crown in
the 800 on May 20 in a time of 2:23.
Onofrey was also a member of the
winning mile relay team (4:12.3) and
placed second in the high jump
(5'0""). Two days later she blistered
around the Hazel Park track in a
time of 2:19.30 to capture first place
at the county meet by a full three
seconds.

R
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|Onofrey leads Ladycat thinclads

A lack of quality depth is already
mgthe bite ond?i:e Novi girls

team.

The Wildcats — with roughly 20
mmmmmablem%
regularly — quickly found !
the numbers game may be a tougher

ent than any of the teams they
will meet this season. )

numbers, thus the 7949 score seemed
-gbout right. The Wildcats followed
that up by dropping a 105-22 decision
to tough Brighton in the Kensington
Valley Conference opener on April 9
and then placed fifth out of five

teams at the Milan Relays last

il

fiveeventsand did the Spartans
head-to-head in m?gfm. but it

the 800-meter run

e d

do.’”

LY

(2:34) and was a member of the win-
ning 800-meter relay squad (1:56.7)
along with Denal D’Ambrosio, Kristy
Yodzevicis and Becky Prost.

Senior Amy Rodgers also had a full
day of competition. The defending
KVC long jump champion won the

" event with 15°7" effort, placed second
‘in the 300-meter hurdles (5668) and

- was third in the 110-meter hurdies
_ (18.0). The only other Novi wins were

by Prost in the 400-meter

. registered
dash (682) and freshman Lisa Heath

in the mile run (6:06). _
Yodzevicls paced the Wildcat
finishers with runner-

second-place
- up honors fn the long jump (14'10%:")

-y

T

Ceresa: ‘We were just not deep

enough. It really hurts us in the
relays. We can spread ourselves
out pretty thin in a lot of areas,

but with the relays it is tough to

;
B
g
g
3

Brightuo,

team champloaship in five of the last jumper relay

six years, had little mercy on the
*Cats three days later as they racked
up a stumming 83-point victory. The
Bulldogs dominated the competition,
winning every event and allowing

Novi just five seconds.
“They beat us up pretty
Ceresa sald. “Brighton a !
fine team, and even though we
pretty close behind them in niost of
the events, they just seemed toget all

“I wasn't disapponted in our effort

2

2R

Rodgers finished second in the long
jump (15'9"). The rest of the seconds
came from Prost lx! the 100-meter

amang the top three finishers.

The highlight of the meet came in
the 400-meter as the Novi team
Kristy Yancheson,
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‘HRIS BOYD

What a week it was for Tammy
Onofrey.

Novi's junior track star put on two
shows last week and it didn't happen
at just any old venue. Onofrey saved
her best efforts of the season for the
Kensington Valley Conference
Championships and the Oakland
County Championships, and came
away with three titles,

At the KVC meet on May 20,
Onofrey grabbed the league crown in

the 800-meter run for the second.

straight year, was the anchor of the
winning mile relay team, and added
a second place finish in the high
jump. .
Two days later at the prestigious
county meet, Onofrey blew away the
competition in the 800, claiming the
title by more than three seconds.
Thanks to the incredible per-
formance by Onofrey against the
other six KVC squads, Novi placed
fifth in the team standings with 53
points. Fifth out of seven teams may
not sound like much, but the Wildcats
performed brilliantly at times with a
severe depth shortage hanging over

Schram qualifies for state

Brian Schram is the only member
of the Novi boys track team to qualify
for the MHSAA State Championships
at Alma Collegeon May30.

Schram earned the right to com-
pete for the state title in the high
jump by finishing in a tie for fifth
place during regional competition at
Eastern Michigan University.

In a sense, Schram was fortunate
to qualify for the state meet. The
MHSAA has revised its rules this
year so that only the top two finishers
in each event in the regionals ad-
vance to state.

Schram will be headed for Alma,
however, because the MHSAA decid-
ed that anyone who meets or sur-
passes certain qualifying heights and
times in the regionals will also
qualify for state.

Despite finishing fifth in the high
jump in the regionals with a jump of

6’3", Schram bettered the qualifying

" ~istian Center

1d group would like 10
on Grand River Y4

them like a noose.

Of the 16 events, Novi placed nine
times including ““top six" finishes in
all four relay events. The mile relay
squad, featuring Becky Prost, Kristy
Yancheson, Kristy Yodzevicls and
Onofrey led the way with a first place
time of 4:16.3. The same four girls
also teamed up for a fourth-place
finish in the 800-meter relay (1:50.5).

In the two-mile relay, Wendy
McBride, Lisa Kukuzke, Jenny
Galland and Lisa Heath placed fifth
(10:32.8), while the 400-meter relay
team of Yancheson, Yodzevicis, Pro-
?t and Kukuzke also placed nm:
53.3).

Onofrey’s win in the 800 (2: 23 00)

- and second in the high jump (5'7")

were the Wildcats only other “top
two” finishes, but Prost and Amy
Rodgers did add a pair of seconds.
Prost was the runner-up in the 400-
meter dash (1:03.2) and the ailing
Rodgers placed second in the long
jump (16'%.") despite nagging leg in- -
juries. The only other individual
place from a Novi competitor came
from Heath in the mile (fifth place in

mark to earn the right to advance.

“Brian’s jump of 6'3" was thé
same as the regional champion, but
he was placed fifth on the basis of
more misses,” reported Bob Smith,
coach of the Wildcat thinclads: “I'm
glad he's going because he’s definite-
ly a state-caliber high jumper.”

Smith was not at all pleased with~

" the rules change which reduced the

number of state qualifiers from the
top three to the top two finishers in
the regionals. And the veteran coach
of the Novi thinclads says the rules
change cost him at least one addi-
tional state qualifier. .

“Mark Snider came in third In a
really good field in the 800 meters
with a time of 2:00.4 so0 he just missed
qualifying for state,” reported
Smith. “That kind of time is state-
caliber in anybody’s book. It’s really
unfortunate because Mark has réally,_
blossomed this year and daerves to

. of Pontiac Central. The mile relay
team (Prost, Yancheson, Yodzevicis

.Onofrey and Rodgers managed to

Thursday, May 2B, 1887/ THE NOVINEWS SC

Onofrey sparks ’Cats
with 800-meter crowns

LR Y

D

atimeof5:39). :

On May 22, Wildcat Coach Chris ..
Ceresa took only Onofrey and the re- -
maining three members of the mile
relay team to the 28th annual
Oakland County Championships in
Hazel Park. The meet is a very ex-
clusive event, featuring only the

county’s finest competitors — all of
whom had to reach very demanding
qualifying plateaus,

Onofrey showed the field she is the
cream of the crop when it comes to
the half mile by blazing to a first-
place finish in a time of 2:18.30. She
finsihed -three seconds ahead of se-
cond place Angela Williams (2:22.97)

.
.

eveore ..

and Onofrey) also ran a fine race, but
didn't place in the top six.

All that's left of the "87 season is the
state finals to be held at Alma Col-
lege this Saturday (May 30), and only

NP A R R R R R LY XX N RN E RS

qualify for the meet. It's the second
time for Rodgers, who missed the
Oakland County competition because .
of shin splints

AN . PRI ;' i

be going to state.
The only other Wildcat who earned
points in the was Tim -

McBride in the pole vault. McBride »
clearedthebaratm’O"wenduplna 2
tie for fourth place. .

' Smith’s unhappiness with the rules R
change notwithstanding, the fact re-. ~
‘mains that Schram will be the oaly -
Wildeat representative in the state .
meet, and the Novi coach belleves his -
star high jumper can do well.

“Brian has had a confidence pro- -*
blem the last couple of weeks,” said -
Smith. “He went from a 6'5" high
jumper to a 6’2" high jumper. -

“In the regionals, he missed his -
first two attempts at six-three, which -
is a height he can clear without much -
difficulty.

“We had a little talk before hls~
third jump. We talked about envi—
sioning a 6’5" jump and that’s what
didit.

ANNUAL - |
SCHOOL ;
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Ladycat stars shine in reglonals

Never mind the fact that Novi's girls track team
lost a pair of dual meets last week, falling 67-61 to
Northville on Monday and 93-30 to South Lyon on
Wednesday.

What Coach Chris Ceresa had in mind was giv-
ing his charges a chance to rest up for the MHSAA
Class A Regionals at Eastern Michigan University,
onl"nday

And the strategy proved successful as both Amy
and Tammy Onofrey qualified for the
State Championships. And the Wildcats as a team
finished sixth in the 17-team regional field.
“I'm proud,” said Ceresa. The glrls did real
well. |
“Jt was by far the toughest regional in the state

.— no question about it, and we were right up

m.1l

Ann Arhor Pioneer won the regional champion-
ship with a total of 185 points. Ann Arbor Huron
was second (64 points), Ypsilanti was third (63),

_ | Brighten fourth (S5%) and South Lyon fifth (25).

Novi accumulated 24 points in taking the sixth

Ceresa also thought the regionals demonstrated
the strength of the Kensington Valley Conference
(XVC). “Our KVC teams finished fourth, fifth and
sixth behind three of the four best teams in the

| state,” he observed. *‘That speaks awfully well of
'| the caliber of competition in our conference.

Novi’s two state qualifers were Amy Rodgers
and Tammy Onofrey. Rodgers qualifed for the
rlghttbadvaneetotbestatemeetby se-
cond in the long jump with a leap of 16°4%", while
Onofrey earned the right to advance by finishing

: | second in the 800 meters with a2:18.8 clocking that

established a new school record, breaking the old

‘mark of 2:209 which she set last year in the
i | regionals.

.| ~And even
- | Novi's cnly state qualifiers, Ceresa was duly im-

pressed with several other performances.
Novi’s 1600 meter relay team of Becky Prost,

Ceresa: ‘It was by

far the toughest K
regionalinthe =~
state — no ques- |
tion about it, and

we were right up
there.’

Kristy Yancheson, Onofrey and Kristi Yodzevicis
just missed a trip to the state finals by finishing
third with a time of 4:13.6. “‘It was the luck of the
draw,"” said Ceresa. “If they had been in any other
regional in the state, they’d have qualified for the
state meet as well."”

Ceresa also saw his charges establish two more
school--records. The quartet of - Yancheson,
Onofrey, Prost and Yodzevicis finished fifth in the
800 meter relay with a time of 1:51.6 that broke the
old school record of 1:52.5 established last year.

Anrd one of the most pleasant surprises was the
new school record turned in by Lisa Heath in the
1600 meters. The talented freshman shaved four
full seconds off the former record of 5:39.6 set by
Kelli Rolfes Jast year as sheraeed around the
u-ackwnhaumeo!s'ass

“ltv_zasjnstamalgoodmeatons,"reponed
Ceresa. “We had two state three school
mudsandatotalola@tpasomlbests.lwas
real impressed with our kids.” ,

The success in the came at the ex-

'penseofapairofdual-meetlosawhichdmpped

the Ladycats’ records to 2-6 gverall and 24 in the
KVC. But Ceresa didn’t mind. ““The whele goal,”
he said, “was to get our kids rested up for the

regionals.”
Neverthdws,NovigaveNorlhvmeagoodscare .
before succumbing67-61 cnMonday. - :

meRndge:s::dOmﬁeywa:‘edmh!ewimustor ‘
Ladycats. Rodgers won the long jump (15'4™)
and the 300 meter hurdles (52.0) in addition to ad-" *
ding a second in the high jump (4'8""). Onofrey,’ *
meanwhile, posted victories in the high jump
(4'10")and100meterhmﬂes(l’l 4).

mewndutsalsogotmstsmmlranehesonm
the 400 (65.1) and Jenny Galland in the 3200
(13:13), as well as three relays. Denal -
D'Ambresio, Onofrey, Prost and Kukuzke won the:
400 meter relay (54.6); Yancheson, Onofrey, Prost .
and Yodzevicis won the 800 meter relay (1:53.1);"
andWendyMcBrlde,Galland,Kuhnkeandl!eath
won the 3200 meter relay (11:12.2).

Addingseoond—plaoeﬁnlﬂ:swem?msunme
200 (28.8) and McBride in the 800 (2:47), while -
third-place finishes were by D’'Am- .
brosio in the 100 (14.5), Heath in the 100 (6:04) an&
Yodzevicis in three events — the long jump
(13'8"), 200 meters (29.1) and 400 meters (67.2). .

mhdymtsmjlstmminthe%
loss to South Lyon. provided oné of them,
winning the long jump (15°2""), while the second
came from the team of Yancheson, Onofrey, Prast-
and Yodzevicis in the 880 yard relay (1:53.5). ~.* \
Seconds were added by Yodzevicis in the long -
jump (142”) and the 220 (28.5), Onofrey in the °-
high jump (4'8"") and 440 (62.8). McBride in the 880"
(2:43.9) and Heath in the mile (5:58.3). Adding °
third-place finishes were Kukuzke in both the 100
(12.6) and the 220 (29.5), andGallandtntbetwo -
mile (13:30). :
“ltwﬂdhavebendmbemmwedidn’tpnt :
Ceresa. ~But South Lyon s awfuly strong aod o
“ yon strong and we
probably couldn’t have beaten them anyway.
Besides, 1 wanted our girls rested for the
regionals.”
In retrospect, it was a good idea.
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