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Southfield’s Redmond
hurdle shadow

tries to

By OREW SHARP
o Pres Sours Wi

It seems everywhere Southfield
hurdler Rudy Redmond goes, the name
Keith Wheeler always pops up. He
plckx up a newspaper and reads how

ler ex| shatter some rec-
rdaatheCacand County track meet.
Observers watching Redmond per-
form will ask “Sure, this guy is good.
But how would he do against
Wheeler?”"

Everyone will see Friday when

kland County's best convene at Ha-
zel Park High. The field events will
‘begin at 4 p.m., with mnmng events
expected to start around 6 p.

oo year ago, individol pefor-
masce such g Laury Matson's ecord-
dreaking 1,600-meter run and
Dornstiree St e m;nbgm-
ed the

Th primacyfocus this year il be
the hurdles duel between Redmond
and Wheeler. Both have raced some of
the state'sfaster timesin the 110-meter
high and 300-meter low hurdies this

year.
‘Wheeler s the two-time defending
Class A champ at 300 meters. He beat
Redmond at last year's county meet in
the 300 and 10, Wheeler lo won the
county 100- and 400-m
"Alllmu.ltbolhersmelhnlihzuu
4 ot of atenon on what he
Redmond said. “Troy cam
ln=Ox!nmkehyslnﬂgmmnrepubhc
ity than the winner did. 1 have a
tremendous amount of respect of
eith. He's a great athlete. But I've
done a lot of things that I can be proud

of, too
Redmond beat Wheeler in the 110
at last year's state final. Redmond
finished ‘second to Lansing Sexton’s
Roget Ware. Wheeler finished a close
third. Wheeler said in April his goal
Was 10 win both high and low hurdles
at the state finals. Wheeler said he
knew Redmond was going 10 be a
tough obstacle to pass.

“T've got the same goals, so | guess
one of us — or both of s — is going to
be disappointed,” he said.

REDMOND was disappointed in the
duo’s last clash during a dual meet in
April. Wheeler defeated Redmond in
both the high and low hurdles. But it
was the mile relay that stuck in every-
one’s memory

oy had 10 win the mile relay to
win the dus mee.The Cols rled by
two meters fallowing the firs o
legs, but dropped the baton before the
third Ilglndwhenulclmwh ecler got
the isn be was 20 metes benind
e il ancho Rodmond, Wheolr
turned on_the lurbocruum and
passed R

n' him by two
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top track and field athletes

Here's a list of expected top performers in Friday's Oakland County
Track Championships at Hazel Park High.
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“I don't mind not getting my name
put  the paer A ot because all that
joes is put on the other
fuy o dowell hund “Iean't worry
1 just have to
concentrate oa daing my best.
Redmond lost the regional high
hurdles championship to Borgess' Bri-
an Kelly due (0 what he called a “lack
of mnunlnllnn

personal-best 13.9
in the 110 puumlunes He said he
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wasn't mentally relny lnr the mms
and Kelly beat him b
econd. Redmond is determined ot 0
let that happen at the county or state
leels.

Fl

“Rudy is one of the best athletes I've
ever had the pleasure of coaching,"
i Southfield boys tack coach Tom
Eschmann. “He doesn't get appreciated
by some. St T you there isn't a
coach in this state who wouldn't want
Rudy with them.”

Clipped By:

-

jeffhollobaugh
Wed, May 5, 2021

Copyright © 2021 Newspapers.com. All Rights Reserved.

News



