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Pole vault’s last hurrah?

By DREW SHARP
Free Pres Soots Wrier

Pole vaulter Brad Darr of Hudson High
understands th iss hetakes every ime
he plants his pole into the
pushes himself up into the sky. He llguus
e's taking no more of a chance than a
football player when tackled or a hockey
player when checkg

, unfortunately for pole vulers,

Darfs feelings aren't shared by all

i b e pole
vaulting before the track season
this year rather than comply with the

National Federation of High Schools' |
hi

changes in landing pad specifications set
down three years ago.

THE DETROIT Catholic League,
Southeastern Michigan Association, Ma-

conb-Oaklnd Confene, Wolverine A
onference, Central Michigan League,
I,akl’lnlld Athletic Conference and the

in March, one month after rescinding
Bill Bupp, Michigan High School Ath-
letic  Association assistant director in
charge of boys and girls track, listed three
reasons for the banishment
® Cost. Many schools would have had to
upgrade their landing pads at costs of upto
$4,000.

Liability. Bupp said some coaches
considered vaulting 100 dangerous and
schools didn't want to take the chance of
facing litigation should a vaulter suffer a
serious injury.
® “The lack of qualified pole vault instruc-
tors. Few schools offer specialized coach-
fng or yauhers. A trck coucha espcu
ble for 17 events and m:

16 feet wide, 12 feet deep and five feet
high. If two or more modules are required,
a landing cover over the entire pad is
necded. Plus, there must be a four-foot
landing cover extending from the main
lunding pad to the front edge of the
planting box to protect the vaulters who
might not reach the main pad.

Tom Eschmann, boys track coach
SMA school Southfield, said he “hated
the league's decision o ban pole vaulting,
but understood its reasoning.

“It would have cost us around $4,000 1o
upgrade our pit,” he said. “Ourbudget is
ot that big. We had a boy 1 thought was
£0InE 10 be & pretty good pole vaulter for
us (sophomore Michael Morgan). He quit
the team soon after the season partly
because we weren'toffering the event any
longer.”

“Troy Johansson, from Troy High, an-
other SMA school, participated in a pole
vault clinic last summer to prepare himself
for this seaso

“I don't think it was right for them to
dropit cold ke they did,” said Johansson,
Wwho remained on the téam s a hurdler
“We've been coached well at Troy. | guess
they di', want o ake th chance of

e getting hurt and possibly getting

e sothey st gotido it for everybody.
1t's not fai

DARR, defending Class C champion, is
st competing this season. He has the top.
jump in the state at 15-feet-8, the state
joor_record. Huron Valley Lakeland's
cott VanRemortel has the state's second
best vaultat 15 feet. He finished fourth last
year and is one of the favorites in Satur-
day's Class A fi

“We have some of the best facilties in
the state (at Lakeland),” VanRemortel
said. “Our coaches have done everything
10 make sure its as safe as possible. Bul

with any sport, you're going (o have the
Tisk of geting hurt”

Darr said ankle injuries are the most
common, Those are primarily caused
when vaulters land on their feet. Darr
recalled an incident at the Manchester
Relays this year when an opponent was
injured after landing on his feet. Upon
landing, Darr said the vaulter's right knee
hit his mouth and knocked out four teeth.

But Jack Grant thinks pole vaulting is
safer than most sports. Grant is an asso-
ciate director of the Michigan Inters
lastic Track Coaches  Associa

£g

o
10 confors

'GEORGE GRYZENIA/Specal 1o o Free Fress

Huron Valley Lakeland polo vaulter Scott VanRemortel is one of
the favorites in Saturday's state meet.

(MITCA). He s conducting a survey of 638
high school track coaches to determine
how prone pole vaulters are to injury. The
final resulls are expected in June, but
Grant said he has an idea of what he'llfind

“Pole vaulting is safer than many other
s including football, basketball or
said Grant, who last year retired
s Sturgis High's track coach of 28 years.

“I think some schools jumped the gun
before they got some facts straight. These
people are reacting out of fear. It's MIT-
CA's jobtotry and stop this movement and
educate these coaches and athletic direc-
tors more.”

Brown City athletic director Kenny
Keat was instrumental in getting the
Southern Thumb 1o reinstate the pole vault
alter it voted z i
«The nationl federation gave us i

State track preview

OIOA) Lo oL, by
W WHEN: Saturday, prelminaries start at 10.m., finalsat
1:30 pm.
WHERE: Aima College.
ADMISSION: $3.
SosrEoe BOYS CHAMP: Lansing Sexton.
S CHAMP: A Arbor Pioneer.

- rAvm BOYS TEAM: Kalamaz00 Loy Norrix.

VORED GIRLS TEAMS: : Ann Arbor Pioneer and last
yul unnerup, Detroit Ci
& POSSIBLE BOYS STANDOUTS: Troys Kelth Whesler
wastheonly double wimar atas year's final, wining e
300-meter low hurdles and ordosh e o
1o winbolh. A stte record shoud fall s.zoo-mn-

roe's Todd record (9:11.6). Bul

e, Lake Orion's Ciiff Dwelle and an Noﬂh«n‘- Anthony’
o o have rocorded aser tnes

.m- Dar-

cu-

helle Aoss rana lmrbu! 143inthe 100me

he'll be favored in both av-uan-nn-mm-
ishop coul e ank n o a1 205 metr

Class B
lm aturday, preliminaries at 10 a.m., finals at 1:30

/ORED GIRLS

S FOSSIBLE BOYS STANDOUTS: There kit a toam

it can match Fiint Beecher's depth, e
lays. Bay Cily Handy's Joe Garrett W

favoritosin the 200- and 400-malor Gachot v Aoupe’s

e Wt

M POSSIBLE GIRLS STANDOUTS: Boecher has Class

B asien mesin o 40- 800 1600 maler ol
her's Michelle Westbrook could

Aot s Avondles ) yrn Yagllais ne o the sis's

Bost n the discus throw and shot pu

Class C
W WHEN: Saturday, preiminaries at 10a.m, finalsat .30,
WHERE: Bangor High.

ADMISSION: $3.
DEFENDING BOYS CHAMP: Scottville-Mason County.

Cenral.
BOEFENONG GIALS CHAMP: et County Dy.
FAVORED BOYS TEAM: E
GIRLS TEAM: Dol Country Daygoos or
s outnsraight
® POSSIBLE BOYS STANDOUTS: Ecorse

ol (1 %m

i Staworth could eke the sprin

). Detroit St. res’ Rodney
o vty

n Defending
Bart o Hudson s en inch sty of
d of 16-9, set by Traverse Ci

" Anmm)mcwﬂ
{ry Day could win big. T stors, Shity and
Py, shoua "ok e o o ks
ively.

ClassD

W WHEN: Saturday, preliminaries t 10a.m, finals at 1:30.
W WHERE: Traverse Cily High.
W ADMISSION: §3.

8 DEFENDING BOYS CHAMPS: Delroit East Catholic.
8 DEFENDING GIRLS CHAMPS:
SPAYoneo oY TEAM: Datrol Est Catholic
GIRLS TEAM: Litchfcld

threey
and some schools decided 1o wait,” Kent
said. “Brown City gradually made its
adjustments during that period with much
less financial strain. Why should we be
schools don't wish

0SSIBLE 5 willy

in the high and low hurdles. No team can match East
Cuncloin the rsleys
SIBLE GIRLS STANDOUTS: Athens has won two

Litchiield's depth.
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