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Tournament on Friday. The Cards’ Bob Bates (right)
wins the boys’ competition, (photo by Bud Barnes).

BRANCH COUNTY WINNERS — Coldwater’s Jill
Strawser (far left) nips her sister, Joy, at the finish line
of the Branch County Invitational Cross Country

Jill Strawser and Bates capture titles

Cards win big in Branch County
with a three*mile time of 16:30.8,
while Union City’s Chris Lloyd was
second at 17:15; Coldwater’s Ted
Turner, third at 17:28; Coldwater’s
Eric Rueppel, fourth, at 17:38; Col
dwater’s Terry Huntley, fifth at
17:55; Union City’s Tom Olson, sixth
at 18:17 and Union City’s Mark
Hulvert, seventh at 18:21. The top
seven competitors were named to the
All-Branch County Tournament
Team.

Bates had to battle adversity to
take the top spot, as Coldwater’s
junior had a case of asthma.

“It’s nice to come back like this
(firsti)lace) after a tough race on
Wednesday,” Bates said. “It’s really
too cold out there. I’m reaUy tired. I
had to fight a slight case of asthma
and it’s hard to breathe with the cold

with a time of 19:42.2, while Joy was a
close second at 19:42.5.

“I just kept thinking it’s my last
race here when I was nearing the

COLDWATER — Coach Jim finish line,” Jill Strawser, a senior,
Bilsborrow’s Coldwater Cardinals said. “She (Joy) was pushing me too
swept the Branch County Invitational hard.
Cross Country meet at Messenger
Lake on Friday.
Coldwater posted a score of 21 to

win the boys’ c(»npetition in the was thinking how good it was going to
ly, misty weather conditions with be to get to the finish line,
temperatures near the 50 degree BRONSON’S NICHOLE Hutchins
mai^. Union City was second with 34 followed the Strawser sisters and took
points, while Qi^cy was third at 90 third-place with a time of 20:29, while
and Bronson, fourth at 99.
In the girls’competition, the Lady 20:46; Union City’s Kelley Royer,

Cards took the spot with a score fifth at 20:47; Bronson’s Do^e Wiler,
36, while Bronson was second at 44; sixth at 21:04 and Coldwater’s
Union C^ty, third at 63 and Quincy, Danielle Lippert, seventh at 21:19.
fourth with 69. The top seven competitors earned All-
“I feel great about the win,” an Branch County honors for their fine

elated Bilsborrow said. “1 feel real efforts,
good that the kids came through after Quincy’s Loretta Tobolske was
a tough loss on Wednesday to Sturgis, ei^th with  a time of 22:06, while
“We (Car^) always look forward Bronson’s Heather Badgley was ninth

to this tournament (Branch Coun- at 22:17 and Bronson’s Tanya Skaggs,
ty),”QMwater’smentoradded. “It’s 10that22:26,
a good tuneup for the conference
(Twin Valley) meet.
THE LADY CARDS were nipped by was 12th at 22:52; Quincy’s Linda

Sturgis by the score of 27-30, while Kurtz, 13th at 23:05; Coldwater’s Jill
Coldwater’s boys team dropp^ a 20- Thayer, 14th at 23:13; Union City’s
39 decision to ̂ e Trojans. The Lady Shelly Van Wormer, 15th at 23:52;
Cards are second in the conference, Bronson’s Jessica Grindle, 16th at
while the boys’ team are in third. The 24:11; Quincy’s Beth Mihocko, 17th at
Twin Valley Conference meet is *11103- 24:33; Union City’s Teasha Haley,
day at Hillsdale.
The girls’ race went right down to riott, 19th at 25:27 and Quincy’s Jen-

the wire, as Coldwater’s Jill Strawser nifer Hand rounded out the top 20 with
nipped her sister, Joy, in a photo a time of 26:28.
finish. Jill, who won the event for the COLDWATER’S BOB BATES took
fourth straight year, took first-place first^lace in the boys’ competition

By Dove Goricki
Sports Editor

Joy Strawser just wanted the race
to be over with.

It was a hard race,” Joy said. “I
41

fj

Union City’s Patti Silva was fourth at

Quincy’s Angle Cook was 11th at
22:46, while Coldwater’s Tami Snyder

ft

18th at 24:57; Coldwater’s Dawn Mar-

air.>}

DESPITE THE LOSS to Sturgis on
Wednesday, Bates was the medal
winner wi^ a time of 16:16.3.
Coldwater’s George Sims

eighth at 18:26, while Union City’s
Chad Yeakey was ninth at 18:30 and
the CSiargers’ John Galinis, 10th at
18:36.

Bronson’s A.J. Hoard was 11th at
18:45; Coldwater’s Nate Barnes, 12th
at 18:49; Quincy’s Don Banker, 13th
at 18:58; Coldwater’s Mike Sims, 14th
at 18:59; Union City’s Jason Parks,
15fli at 19:03; Quincy’s Jeff Erts, 16th
at 19:12; Bronson’s James Grove,
17th at 19:20; Quincy’s Shawn
Cockrell, 18th at 19:26; Bronson’s
Mike Roberts, 19th at 19:28 and
Quincy’s Eric Lattas rounded out the
top 20 with a time of 19:28.
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