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Smith saysWuIdcat harrlers

By NEIL GEOGHEGAN
stgﬂ writer

Just how strong is the Kensington
Vailey Conference when it comes to
cross country?

Well, Novi Boys Cross Country
Cda‘cthbSmlthsayshehastbebest
Wildcat team ever, but also admits
that winning the KVC crown would be
a very tall order indeed.

Smith has his top four runners back -
from last season. Actually, the

graduation losses were minimal, as
the number five, eight and nine run-
necs have moved on. All this makes
Novi's chances of improving on last

I
-

year's fifth place finish in the con-
ference very good.

“I'm cautiously — but very — op-
timistic,” Smith said. ““This is the
best team we've ever had, and [ can
say that without any reservations.
Our top four areback, which is a nice
luxury that very few teams have. 1
think we’ll move up in the KVC stan-
dings — I know everybody in the pro-
gram is gunningfor the top.”

Leading the way will be senfor Rob
Rasmussen, who has been the ‘Cats

top individual runner since he was a.

sophomore. Rasmussen should be

among the elite of the KVC, and
Smith has him thinking conference

champion.

“Rob is phenomenal,” Smith said.
“He had a prior commitment this
summer so he didn't get a chance to
run very much and he’s not in as good
shape as he was a year ago. But in a
timed scrimage, he was 28 seconds
faster than a year ago, and that was
all on pure ability.

“He’s got the experience, and he
could be the best in the league if all
goes well: I think ke should be runn-
ing around.the 16-minute mark this
season —'so as you can see, he's a
talented young man,” Smith ad: ‘

Last year's number two r s

- also this year's namber two. Senior

are ‘best team ever’

BretVanDykehasputinmanymﬂes~‘
this summer in an attempt to keep up-’

with Rasmussen, and Smith thinks he
can do it — giving Novi a powerful 1-2
punch. Van Dyke is a four-year varsi-
ty contributor and was number three
asafreshman.
The third runner will probably be
sophomore Rob Herman, who was
number five as a freshman in '87.

Herman was just one second behind - -

Van Dyke in the -and ap-
pears to be a star of the future,
“Rob’s goal is to run with Van
Dyke,” Smith pointed out. s
Junior Rob Neil will hold down the
fdkth spot, but after that, the talent

lemdnpsoﬂaw. NenhadNovr
wwume?t&smwnlast
season and has'looked very im-
pressive in early workouts.

Runners five tirough 10 haven't
been established jet, but Smith is

. William Riedel and jwior Lee Mc-

Mains are also vying for that spot.
Riedel’s been in the propram for four
years and McMains wa the team’s

number four last year bit came into
pre-season workouts in less than

ideal shape. ‘ '

The rest of the roster includes
sophomore Brian Murphy, senior
Yash Rohatgi and freshman Tim
Norgren.

“We had nine guys go to cross
country camp so they are ahead of
the guys who didn’t,” Smith said.
“Right now, our pack time is very
wide but 1 think we’ll narrow the gap
in time. I just hope we can survive
the early meets.”

According to Smith, Milford is the
pre-season favorite in the KVC with
Novi, Hartland, Lakeland and
Brighton all possible contenders.
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Wildcats of the Week

try .
football: ' week, Novi's Rob Rasmussen was
runner . the only Novi runner who could keep
up with a wave of Lakeland harriers.
By the mile-mark, Rasmussen was

of the Week.” “Rob ran well enough
(o win,” Novi Coach Bob Smith said.
: cctﬂ%t:g ‘“We doth know he can go faster, but
returns he’s ever seen, and he's’ he really didn’t need to."
the Novi coahh more than 20 years,
For the game, Berry caught three
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Lakeland stuns Wlldcat harriers

A Kensington Valley Conference
(KVC) championship I8 no lenger the
number cne goal of the Novi boys
cross-country team.

Coach Bob Smith's Wildeat har-

' riers have altered their objectives

after suffering a 23-36 setback at the

hands of the Lakeland Eagles in their

dial-meet opener last Thursday.
Winning the KVC crown was

definitely on Smith's mind prior to -

the start of the season w the
veteran Wildcat mentor tabbed
Miiford as the conference favorite
and predicted that Novi, Hartland
and Brighton would all be in the runn-

{ng for top hooors.

Smith also said he hoped his
Wildcats were a notch above any of
the coatenders. But that was before
the Lakeland meet when the Eagles
mdnmerlordepthtodumpNovm-

“ln clua-eomtry. if a team Is
significantly better than you are, it's
bmhgetltomwlthmdleam

from it” he sald. “We're not
shooting for a KVC championship as
our number one goal anymore, we

‘was damaging

Smith' ‘We’re not shooting for a
KVC championship as our
number one goal anymore, we
want to try and qualify as a team
for the state meet.

want to try and qualify as a team for thatwemmhhpomuthem
the state meet. I think that's a But with some more training and ex-
realistic goal.” perience, 1 still think we can be up

Lakeland, the defending KVC co-  with them later on thisstason.” .
champs, established contrel early in
the race by placing five or six run- wlmmoummmmhe
ners in a pack at the front. Novi's nnhhhgllntwﬂhlm

stayed tableumooll't 19,

50. . The problem w-im the nut
“"Weletthem establishalead inthe | Ldcat ruaner — Brot Van Dyks —

first thoe-Guarters of a mile andthat ofthepace.” or® than # soceads

m‘oa y“ ’

Smith said. “We need to goout and  “Rob ran well enough to win,”

mwlthwrenmpemhnuﬂy.md Smllhuld“ﬂembylom

hopeMly bnourbehlnd We both know he can go faster, but he
later on ukgl is a better team  really didn't needto.

. ——————— C-

[}

‘“We hoped Bret would stay cllse
but. he is still recovering {rom knee
and arch injuries. I'm confident lte'll
close the gap in the next few meels.

Rob Herman was the third Novl
runner across the finish line, placing
seventh overall (18:09). He was
followed by freshman Brian Molloy
(12th in 18:55), Rob Nell (13tk in
19:31), Yash Rohatgl (14th in 20:02),
Brian Murphy (15th In 20:13) and Lee
McMains (17thin20:84). - -

“Brian Molloy ran an outstm&n
race,” Smith satd. “To break; ls
minutes in your first ever crgss-

. . country meetisunheardof.”

Smith is very concerned with

~limes, especially the interval

.ween his number one and five

. _'mers. Novi’s fifth rmner placed 13th |

‘overall, and according to ) -

that’s where the ‘Cata fost it. - Sm’th

' “Qur pack time from one .

five was way too big,” be sald. “I was

boping it would be closer.”
The Wildcats will compete fn the

Schooleraft Invite thls weekend and

d"
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Wildcat harriers upset Hartland

By NEIL GEOGHEGAN

suﬂ writer

“Look cut! The Novi boys cross-
country squad is really starting to
putit all together,

‘With the disappointment of a
season-opening loss to Lakeland
channeled into raw determination,
the Wildeat thinclads went out last
week and topped the co-defending
Kensington Valley Conference
(KVC) champs from Hartland 22-33
on Sept. 13. ‘

For Novi Coach Bob Smith, it wasa

welcome return to the kind of per-
_ formance he had envisioned for the

team prior to the season. The win
‘evens the 'Cats’ KVC mark to 1-1 and
the team in the bunt for its

irst-ever conference championship.

Amazingly, it was the first time
MNo¥i has ever beaten the Eagles in
Hlys cross-country. '
~If we would have run-as well as

we did amnst Hartland whm we
took on Lakeland, we could be 30
m."smmnld “We did extremely
wellawmnmlnd.wvmamuch
improved team from a week ago, and

‘I think we learned some valuable:

lessons from the loss to Lakeland.

“The kids didn't feel any remorse
after Lakeland — we turned it
around.”

Senior Rob Rasmussen remained
undefeated 5o far this season with a
fabulous time of 18:58. It was the
fastest time ever recorded by a Novi
nmnner at Northville's Cass Benton
Park. Rasmussen broke his own per-
sonal best time by a sécond and re-
malnstheonlywmutrumerever
tobreak 17 minutes at Cass Benton.

Second place overall went to Novi's
Bret Van Dyke, who is coming off
some injury problems. The senlor
toured the course with a time of
17:09, his personal best time at Cass
Bentonbyzomds.‘l'he‘casne:t

andl.eeMclh!nﬂnl

Smith said. *'We ran real well.”
Rasmussen his fastest
time ever (16:18) to finish third
overall. Van Dyke also had his best
time (16:38) and was 10th, Rob Her
man was 26th overall (17:00), Malloy
was 20th (17:05) and Nell was 45th
(17:27). For Malloy, a freshman, it
has been a great start to what-pro-
mises to be a great high school runn-
ing career.
. “Malloy I$ running times that Rob
.(Rasmm) and Bret (Van Dyke)
never dreamed of as freshmen”
. Smith commented. *“He’s our future

runner was Rob Herman, who finigh-
ed fourth overall. His time of 17:49
was also a persobal best by 45
seconds.

The rest of the Novi finishers in-
cluded freshman Brian Mailloy in
seventh (18:11), Rob Neil in eighth
(18:19), Brian M ' inlls’th 3;;9:38)

(19:33).

‘m l‘ranche.
Wildga Yamnohatgtplmdmu&m
weedl;ia ﬁlnnglnforlhe Lee Mc-
m!:ovlplie:ll o ' mhﬁ'm?d smnln' st
IOandendedupthlrdhﬂsemm out s top

(18:30). :

standings with 113 points. Farm- ~ wwe're jeally starting to coine
ington won the team battle with 91  (ogeiner,” Smith satd. “Tobe astate-
points. callbrewemllkewewmtmhe.we

“Hey, thlldoutofﬂ— I'litakeit,” havetobe thisgood.”
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Rasmussen leads
harriers to victory

-

With. a lop-sided victory over a
Kensiigton

glous multiple-team invita-
last week, the Novi boys cross-
embywun is continuing to roll

right along.

. The:-Wildcat harriers thumped host
Howell*16-43 on Sept. 20 to run their
KVC record to 2-1. The caly blemish
on Novi’s record Is a )

f
before Howell could respond. Senlor
gqb Rasmussen remained unbeaten

Smith: ‘Our
pack time was
just under
two minutes
and that
alarms me.’

races were combined, Novi would
have been the winner. .

“We were the hypothetical overall
champion,” Smith asserted. *'As long
as we keep healthy, we're com-
petitive with anybody at any age

. level” -

In the junior/senior race,
Rasmussen finished third overall

™ (16:49), while Van Dyke came In fifth
1. (17:24). The rest of the Wildcat run-
. ners included Neil (15th in 18:01),

Rohatgl (30th in 19:29) and Jeff Jet-
fress (37th in 20:02).

But the highlight of the meet came
in the underclassmen race, where
Rob Herman placed first overall with
a time of 17:47. It was a 30-second-
plus victory for the sophomore, who
was the only runner to finigh the race
under the 18-minute barrier.

“Rob ran a great race,” reported

. Smith. “He would have been seventh

wnmmmwmeombm-

The rest of the Novi contingent in-
cluded Malloy (seventh in 18:46),
Murphy (15th in 19:22), Scott
MacKercher (20:47), Rob Fileta.
(20:43), Tim Norgren (34th in 21:19)

- and John Polakowski (48th in 25:36).

“Gn thedy,lkhds:::‘@tm
medals-20- it_was a outing,”
commented.

~ Smith
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Wildcats of the Week

almopst ungle-handedly the
Cau‘backmmas-lmam
Dearborn, the state’s fifth-ranked
Class B team, with a pair of second:
haif-goals. Marino tock a pass from
Bryan Anderson for his second goal
of the week, then scored his third on a
pass from Todd Wise. Unfortunately, - .
theeomebackbldfellagoalm

. .

n
—

S ROBHERMAN

Sophomore harrhr Rob Hermn
performs in the shadows of
senior teammates "like Rob

Osﬁkﬂ HARINO ©Le
[ 'fY tl. ¢ =
Osdarm
m.-ﬁmﬁ
zﬁk;msp.i':'“" m
the honor. In &' soccer vie-
toryaver Ann Arbor Pioneer ot Sept.-
23, Marino notched the.
mqmw;.:mw
goal, giving the Novi
a 2-1'win. Two days .lllrlno

“often
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. i )
Cross coumry
Detroit CC a clear winner
in Royal Oak Invitational

DetmttCatholicCenﬁal tankedNoZlnClassA
boys’. cross country, defeated its nearest opponent by
39 points Saturday in the:Royal Oak Invitational.

. Catholic Central had nT points to Milford's 80 and
Brother Rice’s 94.

Junior Mike Shendan, the individua! winner in
16:27, led a group of five Catholic Central runners
the top 15 finishers, Jotf Fedewa was fifth
(16:52), Chris Antczak ninth (16: 58). Chris Lutz 11th

18),

i u‘Walad ww&m Waterfofd Kenenng
NG Farmmtcnmnutwuhespomts
Coligen ¥ Wuhd' Lake Central was the
girls' Mvmal wmr‘h
— Rendal Yakey

N
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Wildcats|
surprise
Bnghton.

!

In attemping to calculate the out-
came of the meet in advance, Bob
Smith, coach of the Novi boys cross-
country team, figured his team was
in. for a narrow 28-29 loss to
Brighton. '

But that was only on paper. . .

When the two KVC teams actual-
ly squared off cn Sept. 27 at Cass
Beaton Park, the Wildcats pulled
out a 26-30 triumph proving that

are earned out on the course
and not on paper.

‘‘We threw a monkey wrench into
the mock race,” Smith said. “We
mtch up well with Brighton, right.
down the line. There were two very ’
evenly-matched teams, but I think
d&nn a smarter race than they

‘We've learned how to rice, not
ulthow to run.”

f'or the first time this season,
Nevl senior Rob Rasmessen didn't
fothed In & straggle with Brightars

ina ton's

Jiin Hanners the entire race, but
was out-kicked in the final hundred
yards and had to settle for second.
Héinner won the race in 18:44, while
Rasmussen was three seconds;
behind.

- “Rob was a little dlsappolnted.
bntbytheumetheeonferenee meet’
comes around, he'll probably be’,
ahead of Hanner,” Smith said.-
“Rob shaved 11 seconds off his per--|
scnal best at Cass Beaton, so his

'time was excellent. The two ran
together the whole way, but Hanner
j?t outsprinted him at the end.”
wBret Van Dyke won his confronts- |
tion with Todd Snyder of the
Bulldogs and so did Rob Herman.
Van Dyke (17:23) was third overall,
an was fourth (17:33) and
Snyder fifth (17:40).
“On dpﬂ:g;er it looked like another-
for third place between:
Van Dyke and Snydor but Bret;
pnned it out and so did Herman, "'

Smith explained.
'n:erestoftheNovlnmnersto'
seore points included Brian Malloyg
(eighth place in 18:33), Rob Neil
(ninth in 18:40), Yash Rohatgi (10th
31&;33) and Brian Murphy (13th in
- “E;:h team sigl&wd in wigva,(:ut |
our man re
(Prighton) got their fifth and that
Was the big dllfexmee," Smith said. !
twuamattarotdepthlntbo;
e of the

X The Wildeats (3-1 in the KVC) are

tly in third place — behind

fakeland and Milford.
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Novi bo

crbs-couniry squad to be
ﬂdhhm’sms,

mamwmmam And !

Novi ended up placing first in one of
m‘l:ewgymmmmm Valley
" Conference (KVC) team in the divi-
sica was South Lyon, which placed
nlnﬂiwnhzllpo!m

“It was %::dt because thel; X::
some very competition
Arbar,” reported Smith, the veteran
coach of the Wildcat harriers. “I
quiefly hoped we'd win it, but I didn't
really know how realistic that was
because I didn't know much about

some of the teams in the field.”
‘ NwistarRobRasmussenwageda
manto man battle with a Battle
. Creek Central runner for the entire
race only to lose it down the stretch.
As a result, the Wildcat star had to
settle for second place, but his time
dmmwaslmpresslvemnethelm

’

teams in the ﬂeld ’

Rammutlhtmhum
of Novi runners who ended up claim-
ing five of the top 30 places. Bret Van
Dyke was fifth overall (36:58), Rob
Herman came in'ninth (17:19), Mike
Malloy finished 14th (17:34) and Rob
Nell crossed the finlsh line tn the 20th
position (17:52).

I don’t think we've ever had five

the 18-minute

v ,tly hoped we’d win
but L didn’t really know how

‘raalistic that was because |-didn’t
know much about some of the

win Ann Arbor Invite:

ahead of us,” Smith noted. ““We could
have run a little better back in the
pack butwn'ontnmmdidva'y

Rasmussen finished second in the
individual race to Walled Lake
Western's Brian Grasso, who may
very well be the premier distance
runner in the state this year. Grasso
blew away the rest of the ﬂelf ‘with
ap - incredible time of 1§:30,
Rasmussen wasnextaboutamlnute
later (16:34) as he shaved a hill'13
seconds off his own school reconqu
the Cass Benton course.

“It Was remarkable that Rob,could
shave almost a half a minute off-his
best time,” Smith said. “When
you're as good as he is, it’s hard tp
continue to drop times like that, hut
he was really digging down.” - -

Van Dyke recorded a personal-hest
of 17:11 to finish in eighth place: He
was followed by Herman (16th.-in
17:29), Malloy (37th in 18:12).and
Neil (47th in 18:19).

Novi (3-1 overall) will remrn to
KVC dual ‘meet action on Oct. 18 at
South Lyon. 3

“.
-
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‘Milford
“outruns

Lot N v

Wildcats .

't By NEIL GEOGEHEGAN
- staffwriter :

“™+  Comingup a little short against one
" of the state’s best

gt

A=t g -

te

Y 1
e

""" have the kind of needed to beat :
-** fifth-ranked Milford on. Qet; 1

-*: race, '

' in the final analysis, but & was’:

" relatively close with Novi taking two
.4 of the top three places

" " The Novi harriers simply didwt;

i

J-" teams is not something to moan
'+ about. '

. The Wildcats left the meet feeling

> disappointed but also left with a feel

+ Ing of pride, knowing Milford had to -

. work very hard for the victory, .
. “Ouwr guys ran great,” said Bob
Smith, coach of the Novi team. “The
only way we were going to beat them
_ was by using an element of surprise
. ~ and that was our plan. We wanted (o

v. The rabbits in the race were senior

Al

‘¢z < Bret Van Dyke and sophomore Rob

*~"% Herman, who were 1-2 for much of
*-" the race with teammate Robd
Rasmussen close behind. But the ex-
perienced Redskin runners stayed
withing striking distance and made a
move in the final mite. .
Rasmussen outkicked everybody
to come in first in 16:35 — more than

20 seconds ahead of Milford’'s -

number one man.

Van Dyke took third (16:59),
registering his all-time best effort at
Cass Benton. But the fast early pace
tock a toll on a fast-fading Herman,
who could manage no better than
ninth overall (17:34).

“After Van Dyke, Milford had five

The rest of the Novi finishers In-
cluded Brian Malloy (13th place with
best time of 18:06), Rob
Neil (16th in 18:20), Yash Rohatgi
(17th in 18:28) and Brian Murphy
(23rd in 18:58).
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Rasmussen leads
Wildcat runners

past South Lyon

an attempt (o gain a few
valuable days of training on
Lakeland and Milford, the Novi bar--
riers ran

- the meet, Novi's top-five pack time
.. wasa

s
; .

bad them raming. very, tired they
still had personal-best efforts.”
Malloy finished' third overall
- (18:08) and cut three seconds off his
personal-best time at Cass Beaton.
Nell was fourth overall (18:08) and
backed five seconds off his previous-
best time, while Fileta was down in
ninth, but his time of 19:11 was a full

. two-minutes better than his all-time

best.

Rasmussen took first place honors
(17:01) and was followed by Herman
in second (17:51) as the Wildcats

Otber Novi finishers included Yash
Robatgi (seventh place in 18:50) and
{eighth in 19:08). In

'1:49 — not bad con--
Van Dykes’ absence. ‘

Prov.  sidering i

a . "VanDyke has a knee problem so 1
g didn't run
g o,

him,” Smith said. *“But
“ I'm confident he’ll be back and ready
for the league meet.” .
The ‘Cais finished the regular
season with %:3 ga:klagalnst KvC
opponents. osses came
against Lakeland and Milford.
Heading into the KVC Meet on Oct. 25

place
] gtill want to beat Lakeland,” he

ther runners  said. “We have the personnel to beat
like Rob Neil, Rob and Brian. m in our league except
Malloy. N and ey are ranked sixth in

1 was espacially hapgy with thoso

the state.
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~ Number One
Rasmussen wins KVC title

B){NEIL GEOGHEGAN
- stqﬂ writer

to";'lxeblggertlxemeet.theb‘estterRobRimmussenseems
rm.
action last week, the Novi senior did

it again and it happened not once, but twice — at the
KensingtonVaﬂeyconferm(KVC)Meetandagalnat
the MHSAA

And with Ragmussen, it was no coincidence. ’
At the KVC Meet at Ironwood Golf Course in Howell on
. 25, Rasmussen led the Wildeats to a third-place
ﬁnlshbyleadlngallnmnerstotheﬁnlshline.thm
bq:omlngﬂmtnmnerlntbehistoryomovlﬂmsmool
towin the KVC cross-country championship.

It’s quite an accomplishment considering the KVC is
o&et:f the most respected cross-country leagues in the
8l

+‘We've never had a KVC champion,”” Novi Coach Bob
Smith said. “It's actually the first time we've ever had
atiybody in the top seven — which is considered All-KKVC.

“Rob commands a lot of respect from all the coaches .

in-this ledgue. They were coaching and planning around
him to try and beat him, but Rob ran 006 of the best
races of hislife.”
mmmwzﬁmwwuw&;u
cqlaﬂatedsnmandmmgedtom mm

Hlssixthmrgeatthetwo-mﬂemarkbmhemewd
and he crulsed to the finish line in 16;41, -
Mmrd Da %gmwgoﬂ eompemorlo:

lord’s Dave e was
the field to break the 17-minute mark: - ; y
o s remerkable” Smilh said, ies eiroed
'S NOW s come
gaheshmandmwhe’snallyalemdlnhism
mmmmue'sammmmwanun

younger guys.”
mmmmmmmumumm
was second (65 points), Novi came in third (75),
Hartland was fourth (101), Brighton finished fifth (131),
How)ellcamelnaixth(m) South Lyon was seventh
(195
+The league meet came out exactly the same way as
ﬂedudmeehcamoﬂ."Smihnﬁ."Wemoﬂylo
ints behind Lakeland - the seventh-ranked team
state solwasexcltedabommemwpeﬂom

‘BretVanDyhep!aeedlﬂhovmnmﬂnmtosnb
second team All-KVC honors. The senior finished the
rhce in 17:27 — jpst two seconds out of eighth

+ “Bret did well,” Smith said. “It was a way for
Iﬂmtompmﬁouyunolnmmglnmxvc "

e e R

not being warmed-up properi
‘ pointed in his time but I wasa't, considering the cir-
cumstances.

.as both KVC
. thestateﬂna!sdmtotheir
" Rasmussen finished the race in 16:38 — three seconds

The rest of the Novi finishers included Rob Herman
(16th place in 17:56), Rob Neil (20th in 18:14), Brian
Malloy (26th in 18:46), Yash Rohatgi (33rd in 19:32) and
Brian Murphy (34th in 19:32).

“Malloy came up with a éramp so he didn't run as well
as he could,” Smith said. *“I think it was just a matter of
y. He was very disap-

Overall, it was the best we've ever run at
Ironwood.”

mthlrdplaceteamﬂniﬂhmvi'shlgheste\(er Ac-
eord!ngwsmm.hlsteamhassbownsteadylmprove-
ment in every KVC Meet the last few years,

“Four years ago we were last, three years ago we
were sixth, two years ago and ast year we were fifth and
nrow we're third, so we are improving,” he said. “I -
honesuyteelweareoneotthetoplsteamsmthestate
Just because we are in the same league as Milford and
Lakeland, a lot of people may not realize how good we
are.” B

MHSAA REGIONALS: Rasmussen came back on Oct.
28 at Ironwood to have another outing as he
ran to a third place finish to qualify for a berth in the
MHSAA Class A state finals this weekend.

As a team, Novi placed ninth out of 19 with 227 points.
Milford was first (58) while Lakeland came in third (97)
powers qualified for team competition in

top-three finighes,

better than his KVC run — but was over a minute behind
Walled Lake Western great Brian Grasso (15:34).
Grasso may well be the top runnér In the state this year.
As a top-10 regional finisher, Rasmussen will be com-
geﬁngattbeStateueetattbeFllnuMAGolwoursem
ov. 5
At the three-quarter mile mark, Smith was shocked to
see Rasmussen running all the way down in 75th place.
But as it turned’out, much of the field took off too quickly
and Rasmussen resisted the temptation and maintained
hlsnormalﬂmt—mnepaee. :
“When I saw he was that far down, I
something was wrong,"” Smith said. “But in reality,
handled it very well by sticking to his race plan. He
showed a lot of and maturity by staying on his
pace. The better the competition, the better Rob runs.”
Soon after that, with others started back like
mad, Rasmmmstartedpasslngoppomu in droves
and soon he was
“ltblnkmmagmdchaneatobeinthetoplomthe‘
state meet because this was the toughest regional in the

state,” Smith said. ““I don’t want to
him, Mnobulddeonedvahly!lnlglnsemm
—nobodyhmwcatchcm " >
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Rasmussen takes

8th place finish
in Class A finals

Novi's Rob Rasmussen wrapped
Tep Cross-country
career last weekend with an eighth-
place finish in the MHSAA Class A
State Finals.

Rasmussen missed All-State ac-
colades by less than two seconds,
but be did finish in front of 84 of the
best cross-country runners in the
Stateof

The meet was beld Nov. 3 at the
Flint IMA Golf Course despite cold,
wet and windy conditions,

“Weather-wise it was miserable,
but it rained on everybody,” noted
Bob Smith, coach of the Wildeat
harriers. “Rob ran in the fourth
race of the day and as the day went
on, the course got a little slower —
so the times were a little slower. As

Without blazing .fn“d'

Rasmussen was way back

place after the first corner, but he

came on to post a 5:08 first mile —

about 12 seconds quicker than his

normal first-mile average. '
“Rob went out a little faster than

" very comparable and .,
ners.” R

N

;}:

Smith: ‘He’s 2

the best run- |
ner we've ,
everhadasa -
Class A - - His
school.” -~
c

the whole field.” "
After two miles he was entrench-

to’ the Kinney Invitational In’
Racine, Wisconsin, over the
weekend, and that’sa

event, K
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Wildcats of the Week

KEWHENDRIAN: <05 o ©

e tac. K ik

season for the playoffs, and his effort
was & key-factor in the Wildeats' 22-

14 overtime victory against Okemos.
iy He been - ed eighth in a fleld of 94 runners at.

That's. wliy:- Hendrian has
selected as a “Wildcat of the Week.”
he senior eted 7--

signal-caller commpl
of-13 £
' passes ﬂl'lﬂmudmh—

ROBRASMUSSEN . -+

Novi's Rob Rasmussen Is M
eighth best individual
runner-in the State of M}

we think “Wildcat of the Wﬂ"‘
honors are in order. The senior plac-

the State Champlonship Meet in Fiint,
oa Nov, §, gpncameafteram

start, After 200 yards, Rasmusees]

first-round - was about 85th but he picked up6¢

playoff clash He dlso scored the win-
ning touchdown in overtime on a one-
yard sneak. “Ken's a solid quarter-
backandhe’sbwnimpmvlng,num

confident it him. He had some nice

MPWandaemmleofm
mll/

- places in the next mile and was up|

te
ninth at the two-mile mark. “He’sthe:
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Young Wildcat harriers
shme at Kimball meet

The Novi girls and boys cross-’
country teams wrapped up the 1988
season with a freshman/sophomore
meet at Royal Qak Kimball in early
November.

The Ladycats ended up finishing
tifth in the 21-team field, placing two
runners in the top 20.

“] was very happy with our
youngsters." commented Norm

Norgren, coach of the Novi girls. “To - p.. <.

be among the top quarter teams in a
field of 21 i3 good — and we were
without runners like Melissa
Marinetti and Deanna Haydzn who
were injured.”

Sophomore Cherie Stewart the :

number three runner for the Ladycat:

varsity — finished sixth overall with.

a time of 20:35. She was followed by
Tony Sturm in 19th place (22:26),
Amy Ahrens in 39th (23:28), Jackie
Phillips in 57th (24:46) and Becky
Messer in 68th (26:42).

B8OYS CROSS-COUNTRY: Coach
Bob Smith’s crew placed ninth out of
28 teams with 247 points — 159 points

-place X
“Last year we were 11th, 50 we're
moving up,” Smith said. “We didn't
have the depth to contend for first,
but we did have some pretty nice
runs.”

Sophomore Rob Herman finished

third overall in the field of 225 run-

ners. His time of 17:290 was just 12
seconds behind the first-place
finisher.

“There was standing water on the

Smlth' ‘Last year we were 11th
so we’re moving up. We didn’t
| have the depth to contend for
first, but we did have some pret-

course, so obvicusly times were slow-

ed,” Smith said. *‘But Rob’s time was

{)iretty good considering the condi- -
ons."”

Second for Novi and 13th overall
was Brian Molloy (17:57), who ran
despite a case of the flu. He was
followed by Brian Murphy in 37th
(18:32), Scott MacKercher in 83rd
(19:43) and Mark Strausberg in 109th
(20:14).

“Our fifth man was in the top half,
so that was very good,” Smith said.





