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Rich?rdson |
excells in
Honor meet

Everett’s senior star
shatters two records

By NEIL KOEPKE
Lansing State Journal

It was last time Marcel Richardson would compete
in a track meet in front of family and friends.

In the worst way, he wanted to make Wednesday’s
Honor Roll of Champions Track Meet special, and
bow out at home in style.

He did.

Richardson, an Everett High senior, set two meet
records, including a brilliant leap of 25 feet, 3V
inches in the long jump at Sexton’s Memorial Sta-
dium. He shattered his own mark of 24-1, set last
year.

Because of the state meet on Saturday, Richardson
did not compete in the 100- and 400-meter dashes.
But he captured the 200, edging Sexton’s Alan Haller
by two-tenths with a record clocking of 21.5 seconds.

On Saturday, Richardson will go for tities in the
long jump, 400, 400 and 800 relays in the Class A
state meet at Eastern Michigan.

“Since this is the last time everyone can see me, !
said ‘I want to go out in style and do the best I
could,” " Richardson said. “This is a good meet to 80
out and relax and have fun. I wanted to run in the
400, too, but my coach (Ron Barr) wanted me to rest
my legs for Saturday.”

Richardson certainly didn't hold back in the long
jump. He even stunned himself with his record-set-
ting jump on his second leap.

“I'm very happy. I didn’t think it was that far,” he
said with a wide smile. “T got up (out of the pit) and
they said 25-3 . . . [ was shocked. I was going for 26.”

Richardson thought he got it on his last jump but a
foot foul wiped it out.

“I just got too excited thinking about 26, he said.
“I'm going for it on Saturday. I'll work hard in prac-
tice on Thursday and Friday. I want to do my three-
step in normal style. I kinda stutter-stepped on the
last one.

“People are coming up to me and patting me on
the back. I have to get that out of my mind, forget

See HONOR ROLL, Page 5E
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8y GORDON TROWBRIDGE
Lansing State Journal
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