Holly girls run
to state crown

8pocial to The Jourmnal

ANN ARBOR — Nobody, says Holly High Coach
Duane Raffin, expected the Bronchos to win the
state Class A girls' cross country championship Saf-
urday afternoon at the University of Michigan Golf

Raffin was one of those disbelievers. Co

*“Who in heck would have guessed this?" Raffin
asked after his team captured the school's first
Class A cross country title. The Holly boys won
Class B titles in 1977 and 1978.

“It's amazing,” he added. “Last year, we (the
boys' team) expected to win it all; no ifs, ands or
buts about it, and we fought to get in the top 10.
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Bell nipped at finish-
By BN SAYAGE |

Laura Bell never saw her coming. - elsl
Leading by 100 yards with about a half-mile re--
maining Saturday, LakeVille High's star runner’
Tooked like a shoo-in to finish first in the team race:
of the Class B state cross country meet. -
But as a dehydrated Bell struggled to finishr the.
5K race, Petoskey freshman Kelly Smith seemingly:

came out of nowhere to steal victory at Tyrone Hills:

Country Club. .
Smith made up an estimated 25 yards in the final.
100 of the race, literally passing Bell right at
the finish line to win by four-tenths of a second. |
*f was just thinking, ‘I'm going to finish second
so I might as well finish fast,’ ™" said the lanky Stith,
still sporting an ear-to-ear grin 20 minutes after the
race. “I didn't think I was guing to (catch her) antil
the very end when 1 passed her. o
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I don't think she knew 1 was
coming.”

She didn"t

Warm weather and a fast pace
in the early going left Bell in a
daze as she came down the
homestretch on Tyrone Hill's
ninth hole. In fact, Bell was so be-
wildered that she never saw
Smith cross the finish line one
step ahead.

*I'was kind of out it,” Bell said
later, forcing a smile between
bites on a chocolate chip cookie
“l went out 1n a 520 mile. That
was a little fast and 1 think 1 start-
ed to dehydrate around two
miles.”

Bell had to be treated for heat
exhaustion immediately after the
race. She spent about 40 minutes
under a blanket drinking liquids
before finally getting up to move
around.

She walked gingerly for a few
minutes but eventually started to
look more like her old self.

“I'm just glad to be alive,"” Bell
said with a laugh.

Smith’'s winning time of
18:53 75 helped Petoskey finish
fourth in the team standings be-
hind Jackson Lumen Christi, Cal-
edonia and Fremont.

LakeVille was 12th as Bell
clocl'(ed 18:54.15. Bel

“It's a pretty good time," Bell
said. "1 had t):;ever broken 19
(minutes) before this year. Any-
time you break 19, it's a good
time.

“But 1 wasn't too concerned
about the time with the way |
felt.”

Bell. the Class B state champi-
on in the 3.200 meters last spring,
was coming off a record perfor-
mance in last week's regional.
She smashed the course record at
Frankenmuth while beating the
host school's Jennifer Barber by
39.54 seconds.

Barber won the girls’ individ-
ual state title in Saturday's meet.

What made Smith's victory
over Bell more remarkable is the
fact that she was Petoskey’s No. 2
runner until two weeks ago,
when the team's top runner
broke her foot. Smith’s only other
victory was in the regional one
week earlier.

LakeVille Coach Ken Walrath
had never seen a come-from-be-
hind victory as dramatic as the
one Smith eamed.

**Not from that far back,” Wal-

rath said, shaking his head. “She
just kicked. And that was quite a

LakeVille's other runners and
their finishes were junior Emily

Kaiser in 46th place, senior Kellie
Hammond in 54th, sophomore
Monica McGrath in 115th, senior
Julie Root in 129th, freshman Ja-
mie Root in 135th and sophomore
Jennifer Howard in 145th.

Linden’s boys had the best fin-
ish of any Flint-area team with a
fourth-place showing behind Big
Rapids, Cedar Springs and Cadil-
lac.

Senior Jason Deese led the
Eagles by finishing sixth in
16:19.93. His younger brother, ju-
nior Barry Deese, was seventh in
16:24 97.

Other Linden runners and
their finishes were junior Aaron
Willhams n 44th place, sopho-
more Mike Bryl in 53rd, junior
John Cross in 80th, freshman Jeff
Messinger in 138th and senior
Scott Revord in 143rd.

Ortonville finished ninth in
the boys' race with 271 points and
Oxford was 16th with 319.

In the boys' individual race —
for runners who did not qualify
on a team — Hartland funior
Adam Kuzinski finished eighth
with a time of 16:49 73 for the
best finish of an area runner.

In the girls’ individual race,
Corunna senior Wendy Wahl was
17th with a time of 20:25.50.

Frankenmuth's Barber won
the girls’ individual race with a
time of 18:52.36 and Richland
Gull Lake’s Randy Logan won the
boys’ individual race in 16:14.13.

Bendle fifth in Class C

Bendie High placed fifth in the
Class C finals at Torrey Pines golf
course in Fenton. The Tigers fin-
ished with 212 points while Olivet
scored 113 to edge Southfield
Christian by one point. Byron
placed eighth with 243.

Byron's Lori Crawford was the
top local finisher, ending 10th in
20:20.8. Bendle freshman Aman-
da Gould led the Tigers with an
I1th-place finish in 20:21.2.

In the individual race, Ather-
ton’s Amanda Foutch placed sev-
enth in 20:08.3 while Lake Fen-
ton’s Kristie Duey placed 48th in
21:50.3 and Chrissy Lemieux of
Atherton was Sist in 22:03.7.

Bendie finishers. 11 — Amonds Gould 20 21 2;
41 — Jerwvier Doyle 21 56 2. 44 — MNorirw Kirgs-
bury 21 38 4 36 — Aoty Forvheer 22 78 6, 65 —
Corta Hurd 22 44 &, 68 ~ Ohos'o Whig 72:45.8;
108 — Shcrems King 24 14 S

Byron fnishers: 10 — Lovi Crowiord 20208,
40 — Jerva CoborsBlo 21 53 3, 43 — Melorie Crame.
ford 22 20 52 - Rendro NAtola 22 22 1, 116 ~—
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In the boys’ Class C meet,
Charlevoix won its fourth consec-
utive team title by edging Sandas-
Ky 101-102. In the indivi ace,
Ryan Powers of Bendle placed
44th in 17:56.2. Dan Vamer, also
g;d Bendle, placed 56th in 18:14.4

Byron's Jon Gurtsen placed
63rd (nJS;IGA. P
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‘We take a girls’ team that
couldnt even win our league
(Holly fimshed second behind La-
keVille in the Metro League) and
we wind up beating teams hke
Ann Arbor Pioneer and Traverse
City. who eve knows are
the best teams without a doubt ™

Holly edged second-place Ann
Arbor Pioncer 146-152. Kearsley
placed 15th with 360 points.

Mary Mick finished 11th over-
all in 19.59 for the Bronchos, fol-
lowed by Jennifer Weisdorfer
{14th) 20:19, Jenna Dewaelsche
(15th)  20:38, Deborah Barton
25th) 20.59 and Michelle Parker
(75th) 22:01

Raffin, who began coaching

cross country at Holly 27 years
ago, said the hilly course proved
to be a factor in helping the Bron-
chos pull off the upset

"The first 600 yards was up-
hill.” he said ““This was probably
the most challenging state course
that was run in the last 5,000
years. It was tough, and all of our
girls managed to finish.”

Kearsley's Andrea Cantu
(2017) and Sheme Schotter
(20:38) placed 13th and 19th, re-
spectively.
Top 10 team resufts

1 Koty 148 2. At Arbor Pormer |

Top 8 fintshers
¥ Xarteys Scento (E. Lovwegl 19 21,2
Morws (Ao Arder M«HO« 3. Foloyn Brom-
dow [Genrdeillf 19 49 & Cachel O Byren
t

s

Pairse Souty 19 50 § Colieen Domes Deorborn
Edsed Ford) 19 31
Area individual finishers

9 Shocee Cord (Sworey Cuah] 19 59 18 Hecrthe
Mctefen (Dovisen) 20 40 39 Kome Leor {Cormon.
Awmpeor? 2119 57 Domyele Schom (Chol
21 47 81 hrobew S (Dowo 21 59, 70 —
Abnon Myphy (Smomey Creed) 22 21 75 — Moy
lodd (Ceraol) 72 79 87 — Arme Wogrer {Sworty
MZ}M“MMM"JA

Creck 7th in Class A

Ann Arbor Pioneer clinched
the boys’ state Class A title with
110 points Swartz Creek placed
seventh with 255 and Clio 18th
with 393 points.

Kearsley's Gary Kinnee (16:42)
and Bill Garant (16:43) finished
12th and 13th, respectively, for
the area’s best individual perfor-
mances.

Swartz Creek's David Barkley
and Glenn Holevac crossed the
finish line in 16:55 for thh‘and

13th places, respectively.

Jeremy Hulburt placed 39th
overallin 17 22 and Chris Pangerl
clocked n at 17:35 for 56th place
for Carman-Ainsworth

Top 10 team resuflts
¥ A Adbor Prorest 110 7 Wotled Lote Wart
om 151, 3 miord 161 & Deorbom 172, 5 wd.
ford Lokalord 176. 6 Morvoe 182, 7 Sworts Creed
235, 8 Holierd J04. 9 Now 322, 10 Grond Cco-
ws Owarun 322
Top S finishers
1. Brion Pell (Miord) 1559, 2 &8 Croaty
(Wolked Loke Wetern] 1613, 3 Mo Hllmon
{Ann Arbor Boresr] 16 17; 4 Ron McNNA (Grond

ldﬂll?b.s Rutsel brvron [Detrort UD) 16 27
Arsa individual finishers

20. Oevd Botley (Swont Craed) 1655 N
Gleny Holeve (Sworty Creek) 16 58, 34 - Tosdd
Lindstrom 17 10, 53 —~ Duvid Grrevruh
(Sworts Crued) 53 17 25, 69 — Dow Sevarts fCarnroly
17.33, 79 -= Rob McDawell Swarry Crawd} 17 40
280 — Chod Mortague (Cortrol) 17 40, €2 ~ Tk
Phor (Smomy Creekd 17 €2, 101 = Lyle Uitg ICon-
we) 1753, 108 — Cut sDowel (Jworr Crmd)
17.55; 108 — Lo Cackenll {Cortoti 17 57,120 —
Doy Thuden Coomoly 1807, 149 — Mot
Griwetach (Sworty Crowd] 18 28, 132 —« Shorvom
Comeren [Camred 18 29 .



