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from competing. That leaves a
group with no high school ex-

.  .. .. perience in either the high or in¬
coming off a 7-1 season that m- fermediate hurdles. Junior Joe

eluded the shattering of 11 school .p , ggnjop Rob nor are
records (out of 17 total events), poMiblities
what could the current Novi boys oualified for the KVC

staff writer

track team possibly do lor an on- ne’hlgh hurdles last year

Teeordtng to eoaeh Bob Smith,

maS Som'aSS'SlIw'. 3bS: - Sthe shot

Sf.'“S!rtS,o*"^2tS‘n >2;,“
losses the program has suffered. creTwill be led by

^°Four time^Sisrngton Valley sophomore Ken Fenchel. with
rrnfpriS^e Maurice Hunsberger. Bathlow and Taylor

i, MJ^^^and s! also Competing in the 100- and 200-

other KVC champs'like Jeff Jef- rSs“Fencher?'Sso the

ISt“e t?p“of theSfg ‘°P W-meter man. with Rob
£  a lot 0 Sn all the Neil. Rob Herman (jr. ) and Brian

events.” Smith admitted. "This ®*Ji°^‘“'’®lf°F?!atMmLvbe
year we have a completely different The strength of the t^m
team, so there won’t be any com- in the distance events. Molloy. one
parisons with last year’s team.” of the top state’s cross-country per-
There are some returnees in the formers, will the team s "unjljej-

field events, but there are also plen- one miler and two-miler. but otoer
ty of untested newcomers. The cross-country nmners like Neil
turn’s number-one shot-putter Herman Brian Murphy jr. l and
from a year ago - senior Randy Cohn O’Sullivan (sr.) will provide
Thompson-is back, but the rest of depth.
the corps includes only two in- “We ® *;,® ® ^ I Tf.pi*
dividuals with any experience: everywhere, Smith admitted,
senior Matt Koneda and sophomore “Our expectations fe quite d^
Bob Zdravkowski. The top discus ferent than in the past. 1 hate to um
returnee is junior Scott MacKer- the word‘rebuilding

and that really fits. We are definitely
looking to the future.”
There will be little time for sym-

ByNElLQEOGHEQAN

cher, with Thompson
Zdravkowski also in the picture.
‘Td say Randy Thompson in the _ u/:w«arc

shot put is probably our best chance pathy. however, as the Wildcats
for a KVC title," Smith said. opened the regV'f
Junior Kris Krueger is the top (after the News deadline) at home

returning high-jumper, but at long- against always-tough Lakeland,
jump newcomers Tom Hunsberger “Us going to he a mu^ year,
(jr.) and Shawn Bathlow (jr.) will Smith said. “We seem to have a
l4 counted on to come through. The cyclic^ talent in Novi - wf haje a
top pole-vaulter is sophomore Chris few off years and then we are very
Rafferty, but other like Steve good for a couple years
Myers (jr.). Rob FUeU (jr.) and “We’re going to get heat up. and
Greg Larson (jr.) could make it a we realize we won t ̂ m a lot of
strong event. meets, but out of 48 guys on the
Koneda was the team’s top team. 25 are brand new and 39 of

hurdler last season, but off-season them are underclassmen, its
knee surgery may prevent him unbelievable.
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Boys top
Mustang
trackers

2:!6.7l, Murphy was second (2 16)
and Crawford third i2:l8.97i. In the
400. Subotich was first i56.1) and
Hilfinger was second (56.2). Ted
Warthman prevented the sweep by
taking third tor Novi (58.38).

In the distance events, Northville
would have been in troubie without
sophomore Steve Coon as he won
the two-mile (10:35.0) and was se
cond in the mile (4:54.0) . Molloy led
-Novi with a first in the mile
‘4:51.95), Herman was third in the
mile (5:02.0) and second in the two-
mile (10:41.6), and Chris Gannon

SyNElLGEOGHEGAN
staff writer

It’s a lot easier to convince your
learn to run two-miles immediately
after a track meet if you were vic
torious in the competition.
P'ollowing Novi's 75-62 triumph

over host Northville on April 5,
Wildcat Coach Bob Smith, his
coaching staff and all 45 of his per
formers were spotted running north
on Taft Road back to Novi High
School. An empty bus also made the
trek.
"This is a good group of kids who

are willing to put in the work,"
Smith said. "It was critical for us to
get off to a good start this season.
The kids now know they are a pretty
good team if you are comparing us
to the average team. That may not
show up in the Kensington Valley
Conference standings, so it's impor
tant that we got off to a good start
against a non-conference oppo
nent."

It was the season opener for both
squads, and it was staged on a cold,
blustery day better suited for skiing
or skating.
The Wildcats managed to win

nine of the 17 events, including
three of four in the relays. The win
ning two mile relay team included
Brian Murphy, John Crawford. Rob
Herman and Brian .Molloy
'9:12.97); Shawn Barthlow, Tom
Hunsberger. Joe Taylor and Ken
Fenchel combined to win the 800
meter relay (1:40.0): and Barthlow.
Greg Larson. Taylor and Fenchel
teammed to win the 40Ometer
event (48.1). For Northville, Rob
Subotich. Dave Borg. Mark Hilf
inger and Neil White tixik the
honors in the mile relay (3:58.0).
"Probably the biggest tur

naround came in the 800 relay."
Mustang Coach Dennis Fatetti said.
"We were way ahead and we drop
ped the baton. That was a 10-point
swing right there."
.Novi also cleaned up in the 300-

meter run. Joe Whitney was first

was third in the two-mile (11:22.03).
Fenchel dominated the sprint

event by taking a pair of firsts in the
100 (11.72) and 200 ( 24.92). Larson
was was second in the 200 (25.1) and
Northville’s Bill Kelley was third
i25.1). In the 100. Matt Hemp .(se
cond in 11.8) and Noel Koworin
(third in 11.9) also scored points for
the host team.

A highlight for the Mustangs was
Bret Butz's performance in both
hurdle events. He took first in the
300 intermediate race (46.7) and the
110 highs 117.3), while teammate

Brandon Hayes was second in ihe
300 ( 46.7). For Novi, Taylor was se
cond (19.0) and Andy Beal third

■ !9.3) in the highs, and Taylor was
third (47.48) in the lows,
.As for the field events, Korowin

took first in the long jump 118'-54 ”)
and Jamie Miller was second (18'-
4'4”). Novi's Barthlow was third
; IS’-lOiA "). Chris Lehr added a first
in the long jump (5'-10"). while Kris
Krueger (5'-9”) and Max Schwartz
' 5’-8") followed,
Randy Thompson won the shot

put (4r-U”) for the ‘Cats but Nor-

thv(lie's Kevin Gill (37'-4"( and Rob
Holloway (36'-6") followed — but in
the discus. Gill was the winner
'.01'-!"). Novi's Scott MacKercher
100'-9") and Matt Koneda (100'-4")
were second and third respectively.
With Greg Larson (lO'-O") and

Rob Fileta tlO'-O"), the Wildcats
took the top two spots in the pole
vault. Aaron Wiseley was third (9'-
6").
"i'm always disappointed when

we lose, but I used this meet as an
opportunity to see what ! have.”
Faletti said.
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Wildcats of the Week

NATE FAULKNER RANDY THOMPSON

At 6-foot-l. 220-pounds. Nate
Faulkner Is Novi's bluest baseball
player. And the Junior catcher came
up big In the 1990 opener on April 9.
Faulkner went 3-for-3, knocked In
five runs and belted out a pair of
homers In the 'Cats’ 19-8 demolition

of Hartland. With those outstanding
numbers, It’s easy to see wly Faulk
ner has been named a "Wildcat of the
Week.' He also scored three times

and even stole a base In the game, but
the highlight had to be the towering
two-run homer In the sixth. "He
crushed it,* Novi Coach Brian How

ard reported. *lt would have gone out
at Tiger Stadium."

Novi track Coach Bob Smith rated

field-event specialist Randy Thomp
son as his team's best bet to contend
for a Kensington Valley Conference
title this spring. The senior has been
living up to those lofty expectaUons
so lar and that’s why he Is a 'Wildcat
ofthe Week." In Novi's 87'/i -49'/i de
feat to Lakeland on April 11. the
6-foot. 250-pound Thompson look
first-place honors In the shot put
(41’-10') and added a surprise sec
ond in the discus (105’-19'). 'Randy
didn’t really like throwing the discus
last season, but this year he putting
some effort into It and he is becoming
our number-one man.' Smith said.
'He Is ty far our best shot putter.'
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Novi boys trackers
get back to reality
By Neil Geoghegan
Siaff Wntcf Smith: “I

was quite
pleased. It
was evident
we have
some weak
spots, but
for the most
part we
were compe
titive in al
most every
area.jj

Alter a pair of easy victories over
non-conference opponents. It was
back to the realltyofthe tough Ken
sington Valley Conference for the
Novi boys track squad.
On April 11. the Wildcats fell to

Lakeland 87'/4 -4914 and managed
just six firsts out of 17 along the
way. Butforsuchayoung.Inexper
ienced team, Novi was surprisingly
compelltlve for much of the meet.

■] was quite pleased.* Wildcat
mentor Bob Smith said. *lt was evi
dent we have some weak spots, but
for the most part we were competi
tive in almost every area.*

The trouble areas were in the re
lays and the middle distance
events. Novi failed to win any of the
four relay races and were shut out
In the 400 and 800-meter runs.

'That's where our holes are.*
Smith admitted. 'We have to beef
(hat up somehow, but Fm confident
we will. I was a quarter-mller when I
ran track and I know what it lakes.*

To add to the problem, the team's
number two half-miler — Rob Nell
- was out of town on racatlon. The

team also failed to place any in the
top three of ihe intermediate hurdle
race, but did go 1-2-3 in the pole
vault and the high Jump.

'We had a few missing kids, but
so did ILakeland).* Smith said. *

Half of Novi's wins came In the
field events. Randy Thompson won
the shot put (41'-10'). Kris Krueger
took the honors In the high jump
(S'-10*) and Greg Larson was Oral In
the pole vault (10'-6*). The rest of
the victories came from Ken
Fenchel In the 100-meler dash
[ 11.73), Rob Herman In the two mile

(10:37.66) and Brian Mollcy in the
mile (4:10.26).

"MoUoy is a definite force in the
KVC In the distance events, and I
consider him a darkhorse conten
der In the state.' Smith said. *He's
starting right where he left off In
cross country last fall, where he was
the state's top 10th grader.*

The Wildcat seconds came from
Thompson In Che discus (105'-10*).
Max Schultz In the high Jump
(5'-6*), Chris Rafferty In the pole
vault (lO'-O*), Andy Beal In the
110-meter hl^hurdles (19.38) and
Larson In the 200 (24.87).

The Novi trackers (l-l overall.
0-1 in the KVC) will be the only Novi
team in action during the holiday
break-
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Wildcat boys shock
field at Novi Relays
Novi clobbers Howell, 90-47

Larson, Taylor and Fenchd).
"We placed In everything except

the mile relay, and that was the last
race," Smith said.

DEARBORN ELKS RELAYS:

Most prep track squads take avaca-
Uon from competition during Eas
ter break, but not the Novi boys.
Smith took his Inexperienced

sqxjad to the 25th annual Dearborn
Elks Relays on April 21 at Dearborn
Higi School. And even though the
Wildcats took lllh place In the
12-team field. Smith was happy

Just to see his tracksters In action.
*We were missing a lot of guys,

just like everybody else,* he said.
‘For Instance, we didn't even enter
the discus,*

It was the first Invitational meet

few Novi this season. For many on
the team, it was their first look at a

multi-team varsity event.
"In the group we sent to Dear

born. only nine of them were on the
varsity team last year.* Smith
polnt^ out, *We didn't expect to
make a great Impression, but we
went there for the experience.*

The 'Cats managed Just four top-
six finishes and scored four points.
Westland John Glenn took first

place with 57 points.
Novi's best finish was fourth in

the 4xl600-meter relay. The team
of Colin O'Sullivan, Crawford.

Whitney and Molloy finished the
four-mile event In a time of 20:28.5.

The Wildcats also added a pair of

fifths in the hl^Jump relay and the
pole-vault relay. In the hi^Jump.
Krueger. Schultz and Moote each
cleared 5'-7.* In the pole vault. Lar
son (H’-0*1 and Myers (lO'-O*)
scored enough points to place fifth,
even though Novi could not find
another vaulter to clear the opening

height of S’-0." Larson's effort was a
personal record.

By NEIL GEOGHEGAN
Staff Writef

Herman and Molloy clocked In at
11:35.66 in the distance medley.
The thirds came In the shot put

— with Scott VennllUon. Kon^a

and Thompson (112'-4'/i *) — and

the sprint medley — with Rob
FUeta. Larson. Ken Fenchel and

Murphy 14:03.89).
*The key was we scored high In

almost every event.* Smith said. *l
think this meet showed the kids

Just what a real team concept can
do. as opposed to a burich of
Individuals.

'1 can't get over the way these
kids are coming around.*

NOVI 90, HOWELL 47: The Wild

cats completed a great week on
April 24 with their first Kensington
Valley Conference dual-meet vic
tory of the season.

Novi grabbed 12 firsts In 17 tries
agilnst the Highlanders.
'We didn't know what to expect

from Howell.* Smith said. We per

formed very well. There were five or
six events that we thought were pi
votal. and we came through on all of
them.*

Thompson topp>cd everyborfy In
the shot put (42'-9*) and the discus
(113'-2*). and Andy Beal was a win
ner In the high (18.39) and Interme
diate (46.42) hurdles. And Fenchel
won both the 100 (12.12) and the

200-meter dashes (24.61) to keep
his undefeated streak alive this sea

son, They were the only two-time
winners.
The other firsts came from

Krueer In the hl^Jump (personal
best S'-01. Larson In the pole vault
(ir-0”). two-mlle relay team (with
Murphy. Crawford. Joe Whitney
and Molloy), the 800 relay team
[featuring Tom Hunsberger, Lar
son. Taylor and Fenchel). and the
400 relay team (with Shawn Elslng.

Teamwork, determination and
hard work has transformed the

Novi boys track squad Into a for
midable force.

For the first time ever, the Wild

cats placed first at the eight-team
Novi Relays last weekend [April 28).
outpointing Uvonla Franfdln hy
nine. The 'Cats scored 73 points. In
cluding four firsts, and several
other runner-up performances.

It was quite a feat when you con
sider that last year’s Novi team,
with more talent and experience
than the current squad, only man
aged to place third.

*In iiy wildest dreams. I wouldn't
have pl^ed us first,* Novi Coach
Bob Smith said. *It was amazing.
Last year, with ail that talent we
had. we couldn’t win it.*

The first-place finishes came In

the pole vault, high Jump. 4x1.600
relay and the two-mlle relay. The
pole-vault trio of Greg Larson, Chris
Rafferty and Steve Myers cleared a
combined total of 33’-0*: and the

hl^-Jump combo of Krts Krueger.
Max Schwartz and Marc Moote
cleared 16'-9* and was awarded
first on the fourth tie-breaker.
Rob Herman. Rob Nell and Brian

Molloy were involved In both the
distance relay victories. Those
three, along with Chris Gannon,
won the 4x1.600 In 19:43.81, and

then they teamed up with John
Crawford to take the honors in the
two-mlle In 8:46.45.
The seconds came In the discus

and the distance medley. Scott
MacKercher. Randy Thompson and
Matt Koneda combined for 337'-3*

In the discus, and Thompson led

the way with a personal best
Ifia-B.* Brian Murphy, Joe Taylor.
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Novi teams try to overcome losses
spring but M 1-0 lo Troy Alliens. And don't
forget (he Wildcat grldders, who were Just a few
yards away from making It lo the Class A ULlc
game back in 1988.

So Uie question remams: can NurtlivlUe

win Its second girls soccer title tins spiliig?
Absolutely.

If tiie Mustangs c:m remain injury free,
and they follow Paul’s advice abou t taking! t one
game at a Unie and not looking ;diead (a prob
lem early in the season a year ago), they have a
great chance. Teams like Athens. Plymouth
Salem and Farmington are also loaded wUli la
tent. but when I look througli ilic Northville ros
ter and see splendid perfonners like KrisU 'l\ir-
ner, Karen Cavanauj^i, Marclc Dart, Nikki Hig
don, Ashley MacLean and Amy Goode — 1
realize that Uiese are among the premier play
ers In the slate, and tliey play for llie same
teanr.

school records and lost Just one dual meet, but
almost all of the standouts from a year ago have
moved on, To make matters worse, one of the

few reluming stars—hurdler Matt Koneda — is
hobbled by a knee problem and has been rele
gated to action In the Oeld events. Others like
JellSchram didn’t even come out for Uie team.

In high school
and college aUilellcs,
you are going to liave
a hlgli turnover. With
graduation losses
taking players away
and newcomers

flocking in. It’s only
rratural. But It appears the team has survived the

transition. Just last weekend, SmlLli's squad
placed first at the eight-team Novi Relays — a
feat the ’89 team didn't come close lo

accomplishing.

Honorable mention for graduation losses
goes to the Northville softb^ squad (the de
fending WLAA champs with seniors Frlemund
and Baird), the Novi and Northville tennis
squads (both lost seven of Uiefr top lOplayers).
and the Wildcat baseballers (one reluming
regular).

But for what
ever reason (coinci
dence. bad luck or

botli). many of the
Novi and Northville varsity teams this spring
are facing some serious rebuilding problems.
More than 1 can ever remember from one sea

son. It could make for a down year overall be
cause so many outstanding senior perfonners
look ihefr diplomas last spring and laded away.
Or maybe the newcomers will fill in quite nicely

Neil
Geoghegan

On the other side of the coin is the North

ville soccer program. Always a state power
house. the Mustangs enter the ’90 campaign
wltli arguabfy the most returning talent of any
prior soccer team in the area. Add to that a pair
of top-notch transfer students and you have
unlimited potential.

Other starters like Neysa Co[\2zi. MidieUc
McQuald and Laura WlUicIcy arc solid rote
players who could be stars luiywhcre else. And
even reserve players like Kdfy Kronberg, V;il-
erte Schuerman and Menlyim MiUgard would
undoubtedly start for any KVC sriuad and
many WLAA teams.

If you follow Nod. names like Scott Wla-
dlsdikin. Ken Hendrlan. Maurice Richardson.

Stephanie Groom. Ken Cliasse and Nikki
Kasten are Just a few you may recognize. In
Northville, Uie list Includes standouts like

HeaUier Stxt, Mark Klraiy, Rob Rlchcreek. Jim
Willcrer. Amy Frdmund and Karen Baird.

So at tlie risk of pulling lixj much pres
sure on a squad alieady ranked second m Uic
stale, rU Just say tills: WlhVr A TE/\M!

Neil Geogbegan is tbe spurts writer for
the Novi News and The NartbviUe Record.

In 1985, the Northville girls won the slate
Class A soccer championship. No other team
since from Nod or Northville has been able to

duplicate the feat. Tlie Mustangs, under coach
Bob Paul, did make it lo Uie title game last

I'erliaps Uie liardcsl hit In this area was
Bob Smilli. Nod's toys track mentor. His '89
group was one of Uie most talented Wildcat
track yjuads ever. Tlie team broke 11 of 17
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Wildcats of the Week

Junior Jason Wladlschkln had a

very productive week at the plate for
the Novi baseballcrs, and wc think
"Wildcat of the Week* honors should

go out to him. In four games last
week. Novi was victorious three
times and Wladlschkln led the way
wlthllvehits In 11 at bats (.454 aver

age) Including four runs batted In.
Qve runs scored, and two extra-base

hits. The biggest hit was a three-run
homer In game one against South
Lyon. Wladlschkln went 2-for-3 In
that contest, helping to raise his bat

ting average In KVC games up to
.333.

JASON WUDiSCHKIN

Wildcats of the Week
When talented sprinters like Os

car Marino. Andy Fitzpatrick and
BID Lethemon were lost to gradua

tion. many thought It would be an
area of weakness for the 1990 NcM

iracksters. But sophomore Ken
Fenchel has stepped right in and
has been rock-solid. Including last
week's performance versus
Brighton. That's why his has been
selected as a 'Wildcat of the Week.*

In a 93-44 loss to the Bulldogs on
May 1. Fenchel was the only two-
time winner for the 'Cats, with firsts
m the 100- and 200-meter dashes.
His limes were 11.59 and 24.75 re

spectively. Fenchel Is currently un
defeated In both events and has

been a valuable sprint relay perfor
mer as well. KEN FENCHEL
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Brighton brings tracksters
back down to earth, 94-44
By NEIL GEOGHEGAN
Staff Writer

“It really showed our kids that the KVC is a great track
league. It brought our kids back down to earth. .  . but
we held our heads high and performed even though we
knew the outcome would go the other way."

Just three days after winning Us
o%vn eight-team tournament, the
Novi boys track squad got a rude
welcome back Into Kertslngton Val
ley Conference competition. Host
Brighton provided the opposition —
asweEasa 94-44 win over the Wild

cats — on May 1.
'It really showed our kids that

the KVC is a great track league,*
Novi Coach Bob Smith said. ’It

brought our kids back down to
earthjust three days after the high
light of the season. Butwe held our
heads high and performed even
though we knew the outcome would
go the other way."
The 'Cats managed five firsts (out

of 17 events). Including a 1-2-3
sweep in the pole vault, but the visi
tors failed to score a point In any of
the four relay events, and were
swept In other events tike the 400.
the discus, the longjump and both
hurdle races,

"it kind of went as expected.*

Bob Smith
Novi Track Coach

{44'-9»'l. Max Schwartz In the high
Jump (freshman record 5’-10*).
Greg Larson in the pole vault
(10’-9*), Brian MoUoy In the mile
(4:46.07) and Chris Cannon In the
two-mile (11:01.15). The thirds
came from Steve Myere in the pole
vault (9'-9*), Tom Hunsberger In the
100 (11.9). Joe Tbylor In the 200
(25.02) and Bob Bates In the 800
(2:19.93).

The Wildcats (1 -2 overall. 0-2 In
the KVC) will travel to Hartland to
day (May 10) to take on the Eagles In
a dual meet originally scheduled for
April 10 but postponed due to bad
weather.

Smith said. '(Brighton) Is a few
notches above us right now. We
knew they have more experience
than us and they are deep and solid
at every event.’
Sophomore sprinter Ken Fenchel

continued his dual meet domi
nance
(11.59) and 200 (24.75) meter
dashes. He remains unbeaten so far
this season. The rest of the Novi
wlirs came from Kris Krueger In the
high jump (5’-10*). Chris Rafferty in
the pole vault (10'-9*). and Rob Her-

in the two-mlle run (10:39.4).
The runner-up finishes Included

Randy Thompson In the shot put

by winning both the 100

man
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Wildcats of the Week

y"

/

KRIS KRUEGERMATT BUTLER

With such heavy t^raduation loa-
ccnference win In 11 tries this sea- ses. not much was expected of the
son, but singles player Malt Butler is novI boys track squad this spring,
on a hot streak and we think *WQdcat But the team has emerged as a solid,
of the Week* honors are appropriate. compeUtlve KVC team, andlndMdu-
Ust week he beat Lakeland's Jake like Kris Krueger are a big reason
Fritz 6-3.6-4. disposed of Chris Per- y^hy. The Junior high Jumper Is
ssons of Walled Lake Western 7-6. quielty having  a line season, and we
6-4: then uounced Tim Larkins of think he deserves ’Wildcat of Ihc
Howell 6-0. 6-2 — all In the span of week’ honors. At the Milan Inviu-
four days. For the week he went uonal last weekerxi (May 12). Krue-
3-for-4 and has now won six of his ger look flrst place with a personal-
last seven matches. ’MaU’s really best Jump of 6'-l*. .Several days ear-
been coming on." Novi Coach Jim tier, he grabbed another win with a
Newbold said, ’ll took him almost 5'-8* effort in lerrlbie weather condl-
half the season to gel on his game, -jons against Hartland.
but he Is now.*

The Novi netters have only one
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Tracksters overcome Hartland
By NEIL GEOGHEGAN
StaH Wnlot

Joe Whllney. MoDoy and Rob Hennan also took
flrst-place honors In the two-mlle relay (9:21.4).

lhat we are young but UUenled,' Smith sald.

Perhaps Novfs top all-around performance
from Fcnchel. who had a hand In three goldcameThe Ntwl tracksters found out In

graphic fashion last week that they are pretty
much a middle-of-the-pack squad when It comes
to the Kensington Valley Conference circuit.

In the span of three days, the 'Cats fell to power
ful Milford by 70 points and then turned arourvl to
clobber Hartland 70-26. The victory on May 10
probably would have been even more lopsided If

the meet wasn't called with live events to go be
cause of adverse weather conditions.

The wind, sleet and rain were horrendous."

Novi Coach Bob Smith said. The ofrlclals slopped
the meet for the safely ofthe kids when it got really
bad. We were already mathematically the winner.

"I think the dllfercnce was that we were more

prepared for the bad weather, and we were the vis
iting team."
The Wildcats managed to win nine times, which

was quli; impressive because there were only a
dozen events run. Novi also grabbed 1 -2-3 sweeps
twice — In Ihe hlghjump and Ihe 100-meler dash.
The wins came from Randy Thompson In the

shot put (42'-2"), Kris Krueger In the hlghjump
15'-8"). Steve Myers In the pole vault (9'-0"), Andy
Deal In the 110 hurdles, Ken Fcnchel In the 100

(12.64), Brian MoUoy In the mile (4:47.85) and
three of the four relay races.
The 400 relay winners included Shwan Barth

low. Creg Larson, Joe Taylor and Fcnchel (48.64).
The winning 800 relay squad was the same as the
400, cxceplTorn Hunsbergerwas Inserted In place
of Daithlow (1:39,72). 'Hie team of John Crawford.

medals and a sliver. He won the 100-ineter dash

(11.6). tlic 200 (24.33) and anchored Novfs win

ning 800 relay team (along with M;uc Schwartz.
Chris Rallerty and Shawn Elslng). He also added a
second In the 400 (56.24).

MILFORD 103S , NOVI 33'/4 :The undermanned

Wildcats won Just twice en route to a lopsided de
feat to the Redskins on May 8. Despite the
70-polnt loss. Smith found some positives.
"We were prepared for a top-notch opponent.

butwedldn'lroU wcranddle.'he said. "It was the

first evening meet we've had In a long lime, but It
didn't faze the kids — they competed."

Chris Cannon was the only Novi Individual to
regslerawlnagalnst Milford as he crossed the fin
ish line in 5:01,4 to place first In the mile run. The

other victory came fr'om the 400 relay team (fea
turing Barthlow. Lrason, Taylor and Fenchel) that
finished In a time of 47.4.

MoUoy led the runner-up finishers with a fine
9:56.9 effort In the two mUe — an Improvement of
more than a minute over his previous best this
season. The other seconds included Thompson in

the shot put (43'-8‘). Scott VermlUlon in the discus
(110'-414*), Larson In the pole vault (12'-0"),
Fenchel In the 100 (11.76) and Taylor In the 200
(24.6).

SUNSHINE RELAYS: For the second stralglU

year, the Novi ninth and lOlh graders pliiced first
at the Sunshine Relays on May 12 liiStoulh Lyon.
The WUdcals scored 113polntsiuidoulscoredflve
of the remaining six KVC squads (HowcU didn't al
lend) In the seven-team event for st>pliomores and
freshmen.

■^Ve've won It two years In a row mid lliat shows

The other firsts came from Schwartz In the high
Jump (5'-8*). Rafferty In the pole vault (9‘-6"), Mol-
loy In the two mile (10:22.0'^ and llie two mile re
lay team (featuring Tim O'Sullivan, Crawford,
WTillney and MoUoy). Andy Beal also had a fine
meet with a pair of seconds In the 110(17.16) and
the 300 (46.34) hurdles.

MILAN INVITATIONAL; The rest of the Novi
squad traveled to Milan for a five-team competi
tion that same aflemoon. but didn't fare as weU.

The WUdeat contlgcnl, made up ofjuniore and
seniors, placed last but did score a respectable
40/4 points. Ihnckney won Uie meet wllh 113'/> .

"Ilwas a good workmanlike effort, but obviously
It hurl us not havlngour whole team," Smith said.
"We were last but we weren't far from tlic rest of the
teams."

The highlights Included a pair of seconds fn/in
Krueger and Hennan. Krueger's 6'-l" effort in the
hlghjump was a personal bcsl and Hennan's lime
In the two mile was 10:24.48. Herman also added
a fifth In the mile (4:51.66).

Novi (3-3 overaU. 2-3 In the KVC) will hosl the
MMSAA Regional Track Meet on May iOal lOa.ni.



Novi tracksters excel

at regional competition
Three Wildcat boys
qualify for state meet

%

By NEIL GEOGHEGAN
Staff Writer

Ajiainst top-notch competition,
lofty accomplishments become
even more exceptional. For the Novi
txiys track squad, last Saturday’s
(May 19) performance In the
MHSAA Reglonals was Just such a
case.

THURSDAY

May 24.
1990

The host Wildcats grabbed

eighth place In the strong 16-team
field with 31% points, which was
nearly 60 behind first-place Detroit
Central. Novi registered seven top-
six finishes and qualified three indi
viduals for the Stale Class A Track
Meet, to be held on June 2 in
Midland.

That's remarkable because we
onlv had ta-'o qualifiers for the state jump (5’-91, a Mason-best ef-
meet last year, and that team only lort frtm the 400-meter relay
lostonedualmeetailseason.'Wlld- squad. The team of Shawn Bai^-
cat Coach Bob Smith said. 'It's re- low. Larsoa Joe Taylw Ken

ally exciting.- Fenchel finished in sixth place in a
The individuals going to Midland time of 46.3.

are pole vauller Greg Larson, high That was a surprlM. Si^th
lumper Kris Krueger and distance said. "We finally put it all together.
Pinner Brian MoUoy. Larson made ‘Overall, there were some very
the cut by clearing 1V-1* and win- bright spots. The Idds realty c^c
nlna the pole vault. Novi featured through, especially in the field
the lop two seeds in the pole vault events. We arc a young team and it
'Mth I^son (No. 1) and Chris Raf- takes a while, but we are coming
ferty(No.2).butRaffertywoundup around."
fourth (lO’-r).

Krueger Jumped S’-O' to place
second in the high jump. Winner
Fred Robinson of Detroit Central

alsojumped S’-0*. but was awarded
the victory in the lie-breaker.
But It was Mollqy who had the

most difficult road toqualifying.Be-

BRIAN MOLLOY

SOUTH LYON 77, NOVI 60: On
May 15. the ’Cats dropped a close
dual meet with the Lions, and
wrapped up the regular season with
a 4-4 mark. 2-4 n the KVC.

■We got beat, but not by much,"
cause he placed third in the two said. "My pre-meet guess
mile, he wasn't ^ven an automatic was that we’d get 45 points, sol was
berth (like Larson and Krueger) and pleased to score 60."
had to meet aquallfying standard of
9:46.0. Wth an all-out sprint in the

Alter the two mile relay. Novi held
a commanding 35-15 lead, but

final lap. Mollcy finished with a south Lyon dominated the hiudles,
personal-best 9:43.5. sprints and sprint relay events to

'Brian had onty been under 10 ^lake up the difTerence. Down the
minutes once prior to the reglonals. stretch, the Wildcats managed to
so It was a great effort on his part," score onty two out of a possible 46
Smith said. "He knew what he points in the 100, 200. 400, 300
need^. and he got it." hurdles and the two sprint relays.

The rest of the top six finishes BrianMolIoywasNovl’sonlytwo-
camc&om Randy Thompson In the time winner with victories on the
shot put (43’-0") — gocxl for fifth mile (4:34.19) and the two-mile
place. Max Schwartz In the high [10:08.11).
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Molloy, Rafferty pace Wildcats
^   (wllh Scotl MacKercher. Rob Flleta,

By NEIL GEOGHEGAN ^ a-a « Kcf+or Barlhlow and Taylor) was slxlh In

Staff wmef “^g almost caught Lakeland, so we did  a little better ume of 3:41.11.

As a coach, you'd hale to think than expcctcd. Lakeland was definitely womed a^^ Oakland county meet: novi
that no matter howweU you perform. ^ ^ g-gni (contending lOr KVC quaUlled three tracksters for this In

youaresUlUo^edlntoacert^p^- ^ ^ MtaUonal on May 25 at Waterford,
but that3 essentially what title). Mott, but onfy Molloy managed to

happened to the NcM boys track Bot, Sfujtn score any points. He placed fourth In

Novi Track Coach thetwomileln9:41.6loghelhc'Cals.
The WUdcais performed vciyweU, NOVI iracK coacn points In this 40-tearo

but wound up where everybody

thought they’d be — Mh place — tn
the seven-team field at Howell. Mil

ford ran away with the title with 179
points. Lakeland was fourth (56) and
Novi followed (46).

*We almost caught Lakeland, so
we did a Utile better than expected,’
Novi Coach Bob Smith said. ’Lake

land was definitely worried about
us.*

Itlon

Larson and Rafferty bolhquaUfled

In the pole vault, but each laQed to
make the opening height (ir-9“).
"We really put aU our effort and

energies into the KVC Meet, so It
wasn't surprising we had some trou
ble at the County Meet.’ Smith said

*Wc had four guys go over 11 feet.’
Smith said. "Some teams didn't even

have one guy dear that.’
Other individual placers liidudcd

Handy Thompson In the shot put
(third place. 43'-9"). Ken Fcnchel In
the 200-meter dash (filth. 24.3) and

the 100 (sixth, 11.9), Joe Taylor In
the 200 (sixth. 24.4), Scott Vermillion

may break that at the slate meet. It
two-man race, but Funduklan

won It by about three seconds.
■Molloy came up big for this meet

— he's a big-mcet runner.*
Novi's best event was the pole

vault. The Wildcats placed three Indi
viduals In the top five places. Includ
ing Rafferty’s second

"It Just goes to show how importan

.

In the discus (fifth, personal best
12r-4’), Kris Krueger In the high jumpjandMoUoy(Iwo-mllcrun)have
Jump (filth, er-0') and Andy Beal In all qualified for the MHSAA State
the 110hujd]es(slxlh,personalbest Meet, to he held on June 2 In
16.7).

All four Mldcal relay teams also
placed In the lop six. The 400 relay
(with Shawn B^fhlow, Taylor, [ar
son and Fenchel) clocked In at a
season-best 1:36.4 to place fourth.
The 400 relay team (same as above)
placed filth, and sc did the two-mile Tim O'Sullivan. Vince Meehan, Bilui
relay learn (featuring Jolui Crawford, Crems and Jolm Crawfoic! finished
Colin O'Sullivan. Brian Murphy and In 9:47.2 despite droppuig Uic baton
Rob Herman). The mile relay combo during the race.

t
the mental aspect of the sport Is.’

Larson (pole vault), Krueger (high

Midland.

FRESHMAN OAKLAND COUNTY
MEET;The higliilght for the Novt co; i
tlgenl at the ^eshman Meet at Mil
fordonMay 26wasa third pLi, e fin
Ish for the two-mlle relay. TTie leain of

. He cleared a
„  - sophomore-record 12 feet. 9 Inches

champ eWe are sUU a year away fium shattering his previous best
th

The 'Cats did not have a KVC

at." Smith said), but dlstairce run-

^ "Chris put it all together — It was
amazing," Smith said. "He got a little
lud^ and everything fell Into place.

was a

ner Brian Mofioy and pole vaulter
Chris Rafferty notched Impressive
seconds- Amazingly, both arc only
lOlhgraders.

MoDoy ran his fastest two-mlle
ever (9:39.8) to gel the runner-up
poslllon behind Milford's John Fun
duklan — the son of the Novi Athletic

"He's a slate-caliber vaulter al-
rea^. He's very young and he's got
the talent, but he Is still
Inconsistent.’

Greg Larson went a personal best
"Brian ran a great race.’ Smith l2'-3" to place fourth and Steve

said. "He’sJust seconds offRob Ras- Myers when 1 r-6” (also a personal
mussen's school record (9:36) and he best) for fifth.

Dlreclof.


