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MICHAELS.GREEN / The Detroit News

Osborn junior Jarrett Jackson has purpose in his stride as he chases the state title in the 400 meters.
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his familiar stride, his 6-foot-3 frame : : S

-~ unfurling muscular legs that carried
him effortlessly past his competition

from Northern. °

~ Dramatic comebacks have be-
come the norm for Jackson, who
transferred to Detroit from Mobile’s
. Vigor High last year as a sophomore.
At the end of the day, he also had
.won the 200-meter dash, the 400 and
anchored . the winning 800-relay

team.

-+ “I_told my coach I kind of like
being behind,” said the junior, whose

specialty is the 400 meters. “I feel

run better times when I'm behind
because I have something to go af-

ter.”
What Jackson chases now is

state title in the 400. His time of 49.
is the fastest in the state this season.
He also has the top Class A long jump

“this season Wlth a leap of 22 feet,
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Not bad for someone who wasn't
serious-about training last-year. But
a broken collarbene dunng spring
football tryouts kept him out of the -
last year’s state championships —
anfl strengthened his resolve towina
title, - -7 & -

“After I broke my shoulder, people
were saying ‘Man, I thought you were -
going to 'win'the ‘state title,” so that
kind of motivated me,” said Jackson, -
who also played baseball and football’
last year. “So, I've tried to condition
myself as best I can to win the state.”

Jackson’s new attitude suits
Coach Jack Williams just fine. Now
that Williams doesn’t have to work
overtime to keep his talented athlete
focused on the track, he concentrates
on ensuring the student with a 2.8

grade- -point average excels off the
track |
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son, whose career best of 48.8 came

“I'm trying to get him geared to go
acadennca]] as well as
athleticall ”said Williams, who took
- over Osbom s track program two

to college

.years ago.

“Last year I couldn’t get him to

train as well as I thou ht he should,
but this year he wants to train,”

Williams S&ld. “I don’t have to look

for him. That comes with maturity.”
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Jackson had little chowe but to
quickly after running in the
shadow of former Pershing standout
Darnell Hall, who defeated him every

mature

time they met last year.

Hall, whose 47.3 in the 400 at the
Syracuse Invitationals last year was
the fifth-fastest in history by a high
school athlete, has run 45 seconds
this year at Blinn Junior College in

Brenham, Tex. :

‘Jackson says Hall’s memory still

haunts and motivates him.

“Sometimes, I dream about run-
pain,” says Jack-

in a losing effort to Hall last year.
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“When he was in high school I

alwa

thought if we were on the

same team it wouldn’t matter who
else we put on' the relay, we would

still win.”

For nov}; Williams plans giving

Jackson an opportunity.

to win-

against national competition by tak-

ing him to the Junior Olympi
the University
this summer.

1cs at
of North Carolina

“It'll be good exposure for him,”

a lot of coaches.” _ -
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“Williams sald “He’ll catch the eye of
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