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Crawford, Meehan to lead
runners in KVC battles

By SCOTT OAMEL
Sports Edtor

‘It’s really awesome. We are looking at the same situ
ation this year. It's going to be one tottle afterHiere aren't mai^ conferences

where a team can finish in fourth
place and wind up as (he ninth- another.”
ranked team in Michigan.

But that’s exactly adiat hs^ipened
to the Novi boys cross counhy team
last GdL After posting a 3-3 record in
the Kensingtm Vall^ Conference
and a S-3 omall mark, the Wldcats
cracked Class A's top lOattheendof
the season.

No fewer than three league t
finished in the top 10. Lakeland
defending state champ.

One woul
cult for the K

teams strengtnagsi
llsthe Ndvl coach B

Bob Smlh
Coach

*It*s really awesome.* he said. *Wed think It would he dlffl- . . .
VC to hare that kind of arelooldngattheaamesltuatlonthls

to year. It's going to be one battle after
another.*

Mary of the leauge's elite lost top
n tnisyear. Jto
ob Smith. It

does.

runner8.SmlthaaldtheKVCwlll8tl]l cdtenmnlngcareersaafineahmen. Amongthatgroupis:ShawnKdfy.
be a top conference though with the WbllethoaetwoaregDne.tbe'Cat8 Shady Sanfy. Bilan Giems, Joe
likes of Lakeland. Billiton and hare another pair of potential Leahy. Brandon BesL Jason Amw-
“ ‘ champion ninners. trong. Eric Rdfy. Jason Everett,
*11*8 going to be which team can John Crawford, a senior, is a re- Jeremy Maynard and Tim

pick up the pieces going la* he said, turning all-state perfbnner. He fin- OSulUvaa
Although the ooadi isnt sure his lahed seventh last year In Michigan *We hare 12 or 14 guys that could

squad can smash into the league’s as a Juidor. be in the top sevea* Smith said. *Ybu
top-up. he said Nowl would beta- Senior Vince Meehan will push never know until that first gun goes
tented this year. Crawford for top btlUngon the squad, off.*

*Weare9owtng.*Smlth8aidorthe *He‘s rumlng the best rve ever Hie coach predicted that ruimen
Wildcat pro0aia *and doing a nice seen hlia* said Smith. *^119 will like Crawford and Meehan could re

hare to run thetr beat to beat each turn to state competition. In all
Brian Molloy and Ken Fenchd are other. I think we hare the best one- Smith Is looking f<»- an

prime examples of the program’s two punch In the KVC.' season,
llent

strength. B«)th stars at the hlgb Several othffrunners are vying for *We are a good enough team to go
school levdin 1901 hare gone on to top spots on the Wildcats. up against anybody.* he said.

Milford.

job.*
exce
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Runners in
mid-season
form — coach

THURSDAY
September 10,

1992

By SCOTT DANIEL
Sports Editor

[TIItsi meets are any indication,
the Wildcat boys cross country
teamls ready to dean up in the Ken
sington Valley Conference this (all.

Novi host^ its annual scrlin-
mage with NorthvUle and Farming-
ton SepL 2 and appeared In mid-
season form. Nine runners broke
the 20-mlnute mark, a real accom
plishment for the first time out ac
cording to coach Bob Smith.

By comparison, only one runner
came In faster than 20 minutes on
the 1984 team. Smith said the gc-

ccUent early times show that Novi
will have solid depth throughout
the year.
*We are probably as good as

weVe ever b«n.’ he commented.
That’s saylnga loL too. The Wild

cats were In the state finals in 1990
and last year posted even better
times.

"We are right on track of being
where we want to be.* Smith said.

*Thls Is going to be an eccelknt
year.*
John Crawford wasted no time in

showing he'll be a top runner In the
KVC this ialL The senior had Novfs
best time (second overall) at North-
vllle’s Hines I^k at 17:34.

*Jdm is ready to do It at airy
time,* Smith said. ‘Anything over
18 minutes will be a disappolnt-
ment to him.*

The Kelly boys came In second
and third, soi^more Shawn com
ing in at 18:12 while freshman Eric
was next at 18:36.

'That's the fastest freshman time
we've ever had,* Smith said.
Brendan Best had his Cutest

time ever at 18:53 for the 'Cats’
fourth best finish. Senior Joe Leahy
was next with a time of 19:05 while
Vince Meehan was sixth with a time
of 19:07.

Smith explained that an tâ uiy
skn^ Me^an down. A sore knee
cost the senior about a mtihite. he -
said.

Brian Ciems came an eydaah
behind Meehan at 19:08 while

Shady Sarcfy was eighth at 19:41.
Newcomer Shawn McGoor^ ran an
Impressive 19:55.
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Runners win Schoolcraft invite
tween ua and Weslem* Sniith said.

John Crawfad won the race. The
senior posted an Incredible time of
16:29.9.

*He'a state-callbler.* Smith said
of Crawford, who did finish seventh
In class last fall. *He'a as good as
anybo^ rve seen so far.’

Althou^ Schoolcraft Is noted for
having a Mt course. Smith said It
was a great time. Ihe 'Cats posted
several other excel lent finishes.

\nnce Meehan put some knee
problems aside to place third over
all In 16:S2. Sophomore Shawn
Ke 11/wasn't far behind as he placed
seventh overall in 17:27.

Shady Sardy was Novi's fourth
best of the day (17th mcrall) with a
time of I7:S6.

'He's coming Into his own.*
Smith said. 'He has lots of

CoBbaoed oa 9

By SCOTT DAMEL
Spons EdHor

Perfection.
Thai's ain»st what the boys

country team reached but
week. FlraU the 'Cats scared a near
Qawless victory over Sou th Lyon. To
top It off. theaquadwon the School
craft Invitational Saturday over
ftonv of the area's best compeUtlon
— including Walled Lake Western.

*I told the kids I would be dlscqi-
pofnted If we didn't take second
place (behind Western).’coach Bob
Smith said. *1 didn't give them
enough credit 'nuy didn't back
down fiom them at all.*

Novi beat out Walled Lake by a
point 47-48. Westland John

Glenn was a distant third with 138
points. It was the first time the Wild
cats have won the Invite.

*11 was sort of a dual meet be-

cross

mere

T
y

"I told the kids I would be
disappointed If we didn't
take second place {be
hind Western). I didn't
give them enough credit.
They didn’t back down
from them at all."

Hi

A'*

Bob Smith
Coach

’Cats take invite,
beat South Lyon

Uons have a brand new. soft
course. The coach added that he
put his runners through a tough
workout the day before the meet

Crawford came out on top again
with a time of 18:09. Meehan fol
lowed dose behind In 16:11.

Other finishes Induded: Shawn
Kelly In 18:46. Sardy in 19:03, £ric
Kelly In 19:0S, McGoorty In 19:32
and Jeremy Maynard In 20:09.

Smith said South Lyon Is In a re
building year.

They did a nice Job of runrdng
among themselves." he said. "It was
a blue-collar effort.*

CoaUnoed bom 7
Thusdsy, SspWmbw 17. 1992—THE NOVI NEWS-

pototUal.*
Brian Grems was the 'Cats final

point getter as he finlahed In 17:57.
Erick Kelly took a 17:58 and Shawn
McGoorty an 18:15.

"He gets better every week."
Smith said of McGoorty. "He's doing
a nice job.'

NOVI tS, SOUTH LYON 47: The
Wildcats missed a perfeml score by
three points against the Uons
ThurscUy.

Times weren't nearty as good as
Saturday. BuL Smith said, the
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Novi boys break through with 1- point victory
liul I've gut to lie happy about our

perforraance. We’re on schedule.”
The WarriorK. who opened the

with <lual meet wine overseason

Frank Stevens UUh). senior Tom

Menzies {I2thl and junior Hrian

Clark (I4lh).

“Less than a mile to go they

(Novi) had us by three places,"

Keeney said. “We made up one

s|Hii, but couldn't make up the last

8}Kil we needed.
"We came on strong at the end

and our fourth and fifth man (Men-

zies and Clark) ran their >>esl races

of the year . . . that's who I was

worried aliuul. We wanted to win.

Novi senior John Crawford waa

also the overall winner with a time

of 16:29.9 in the 5.000 meter race.

Western's Art Schuetxler finished

second (16:41.9), while Novi’s Vince

Meehan was thirti (16:52.6).

Rounding out the Novi con

tingent was Shawn Kelly (seventh).

Shady Sardy (17th). Brian Grems

I19th). and Erick Kelly (20th).

Schuelzler, meanwhile, was fol

lowed by Western teammates Junior

Trevor Keeney (ninth), junior

in their bid to win a third consecu

tive title. (See statistical summary.)

"We knew they (Novi) were the

team because they had been on our

backs the last three years,” the

Western coach said. "It'a nice fur

him (Smith) to take home the tro

phy because they've been here so

long.”
Novi, best man to the Warriors in

1991 and '91, won it by placing

three in the tup 10 individually and

sii overall in the top 20.

By BRAD Emonb
STArr Warrea

Walled Lake Western's Dennis

Keviey and Novi's Bob Smith com

pared notes immediately following

Saturday’s 27th running of the

Sch^lcraft College Invitational

boyg cross country meet.

And afur a quick check of the

ling, Keeney waa more than will

ing 4o concede victory after hia War-

rion fall abort by one point, 47-48.

SCO

Milford, Walled l^ke Central and

Farmington Harrison. ap|>ear to be

making up fur four key graduation
losses

man, Chris Crosby and Malt

Wright

We.stern was also missing Bran-

dim Keeney, who has been out the

Hill Crusliy, Jim Sweet-

past two week.s with an arch injury
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CROSS COUNTRY
SCHOOLCMAFT IMVfTATIOMAL
CROSS COUNTRY MEET

Saturday at Sehootcraft Coilaga

BOYS TEAM STANDiNOS: I Novt. 4 7
c>oints. 2. Wailed Lake Western. 48: 3. West-
land Jonn Glenn. 138: 4 Livonia Stevenson,
146; 5 RedtOfO Thurston. 178: 6. Bedford
Union, 192. 7 Livonia Franklin, 193.8. North,
viile. 194; 9. Garden City. 229: 10. Livonia
Churchill. 230: 11. Lincoln Park, 235: 12.
Waiied Lake Central. 244; 13. Trenton. 255.

●eya IndtvMual fMaltara: 1. John Crawford
(Novi). 16:29.9 (5.000 meters): 2. Art Schuet-
rier (Westerri). 16:41 .9: 3. ymce Meehan
(Novi). 16:52.8; 4, Bnan Mockendge (RU),
17 05.6: 5. Jason Grzywacz (Thurston).
17 17,1; 6. Scott Creehan (Stevenson).
17.25.3; 7. Shawn Kelly (Novi), 17:27.3: 8.
Henry Horteycutt (John Glenn). 17:29.6: 9. Tre
vor Keeney (Western). 17:30.4; 10. Lee Oevers
(Frankim). 17:31.3: 11. Frank Sieverts (West
ern). 17:32.1; 12. Tom Stennes (Western).
17:35.2: 13. Tony Bacon (Lincoln Park).
17:36.0: 14. Bnan Clark (Western). 17:39.8:
15. Jeff Taoper (John (jienn). 17 41,9: 16. Jeff
Zwiesie (Northvitte). 17:50.1: 17. Shady Sardy
(Novt). 17:56.4; 18. Mike Wamwnght (GC).
17:56.7: 20, Enck Kelly (Novi). 17:58.7; 21.
Jason Perth (GC). 18:03.8; 22. Dan Boynton
(RU). 18:11.4: 23. Tim Kulhartek (Uncow Park).
18:12.6; 24. Steve Warner (Stevenson).
18:14.0: 25. Chris Smith (Northvillei. 18:15.0:
26. Shawn McGoorty (Novi). 18:15.7: 27. Jason
Hayward (Stevenson), 18; 16.2: 28. Corey Man.
gan (RU). 18:16.4; 29. Mark Lawrence [John
Glenn). 30. Mark Pterzecki (Thurston). 18:20.3
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Lakeland runners whip Novi 15-45
minds together.' big time and to a big time
The two factors cost school.’ &nlth said,

hla team the dual meet Lakeland's Jeff Clark won the
First he noted. Lakeland was race. The Eagle posted a lime of

simply In better {kiysical condition 17:18.
having trained harder over the -rhe Wildcats' Vince Meehan

Smith added that the placed sixth overall and was the
Wildcats Med to start the race team's top finisher with a time of
quickly and were subsequently left i8:20.JohnCrawfordwasclosebe-
In the dust
*We had to die trying (for a fast

slartj.’ he said. That’s the only way
to beat them."

Smith said the team studied the
afterwards and should actu- and 19:33 respectively.

Eric Kel^ was No^'s sixth (1-

summer.

hind at 18:22.

Shawn Kelty was ninth overall
with a time of 18:39. Brandon Best
and Brian Crems came in at 18:52

race
ally benefit In the long nin. At any

By SCOTT DANIEL
S^ns £dhix

Last weeks 15-45 drubbing at
the hands of defending slate
chanyiion Lakeland has laought
the Wildcat cross country team
hark down to earth.

Novi was flying high after win
ning the Schoolcraft Invitational
SepL 12. But reality came craahlng
qulckty back in as the Ea^es took
the top flve places to nearly whitew
ash the 'Cats.
They ran well and we ran

poorly*fltd Novi coach Bob Smith.
■We were maybe a little over
confident

They didn't have their racing

rate, he said Ifhis team was going to nlsher at 20:06 while Tim
lose. It might as well do It In style. O’Sullivan cracked the top seven

'Ifwearegoingtolosermgladwe with a 20:54.
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Crawford leads runners past Hartland
McCoorty look 19th In 19:08 and
Jererny Maynard finished In 19:25.
Rob Mutch and Ryan were the
'Cats Qnal two runners and posted
limes of 19:52 and 20:29.

Runners finishing In the top 20 of
either division took home medals.

17:23. Grcms Improved by 20 scc-Novl's five lop finishers had an av-
time of 17-57. which Smith onds from the Hartland meet and

posted an 18:l4.KcUywa3 17th over
all and ran an 18:22.

By SCOTT DANIEL
Shifts Edlor

■ Behind the leadership of John
Crawford, the Wildcat cross country
team scM-ed an ea^ 23-36 vtctoiy
oyer Hartland on Sept. 22.

● The seidor runner finished North-
vUlc's Cass Benton course In 17:02.
AC(»rdlng to coach Bob Smith. Craw-
fad is one of the Kensington Vall^
Oonference's best runners.

● -Crawford showed he’s one of the
best in the KVC.' he added.
The coach said Ncwl did a goodjob
a team against the Ea^is-

●We ran like we are capable.*
Spilth said. ■When we do that wc will
do w^'

! Vince Meehan ran nearty as well
as Crawford. He was third overall
wilh a time of 17:48.

Shawn Kelly also broke the 18-ml-
nute mark with a 17:55. Brendan
Best was seventh overall In 16:25
and Brian Grems was dose behind In
18:34.

as

erage
temwl as very good. The coach de-
so^ied the win as 'satisfying' be
cause Hartiand had taken the 'Cats
to a tiebreaker lastyearbefcae falling. WESTERN INVITE; Novi dosed the

week Saturday with a pair of good
BRIGHTON 21, NOVI 41; Smith said performances at the Walled Lake
his team ran even better against the invitational.
Bulldogs Thursd^. but had Uttk to
show for It

*We ran extremely well,* he said.
-But they beat us soundly.*  j n

The a»ch added that Brighton al- Crawford placed second overall
miS S?dldy wiu be an^ the with a time of 17:19 while Mceharj
state's top teams at the end of Ihe ^
season. S^th predicted they would ^ good nmr^ l^t week ^Ih an
knock off defcUng Slate champ “H! IL^I  u lanrf Leahy cracked the top five Novi fi-
^Srfoni was again first for Novi wishers m »f;36 wWte
(second overall). ^senior ran an overall In 16:42.
amadng 16:39. Brighton's Brandon
Daulton was Just a shade better to Novi look fourth place with 126
win the race In 16:37. points. Belleville was fi rst with 82.

In the freshman-sophomore race.

Meehan ran his best time ever at Freshman Eric Kelly was 17lh
Cass Benton Thursday with a time of overall and ran an 18;54race.Shawn

The Wildcats placed second In the
JurUor-senlor division with 53 points.
Host Western won with a total of 53.
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Runners hand
Howell 19-41 loss
By SCOTT DANIEL
Sports Editor

PIONEER INVITE: Novi dosed the
week Saturday with a fourth place
finish at the Ann Arbor Pioneer
Invitational.

Smith said hla team ran well, but

were also feeling the affects of heavy
tralnlrig In practice. The coach said
hla team runs as much as seven
miles per day.

*I don't want them to have fiesh
legs at this point,' Smith said. *We
will have frah 1^ at reglonals.'

Host Pioneer wot the event with a
team total of 37. The Wildcats had 82
points for fourth place.

Crawford paced Novi with a time of
17:15 {9th overall). Meehan was 13th
with a time of 17:33.

Despite a still sore calf muscle.
Shawn Kelly was able to finish In
17:58. Brendan Best was 20th with a
Ume of 17:59 and Grerrrs finished in
18:25.

Joe Leahy was Novi sixth fastest
runner with a time of 18:39 while
Sardy finished In 19:25.
The 'Cats got some good perfo'-

mances on the Junior varsity side.
McGoorty was second overall In
16:54 and Eric Kelly was fourth In
18:59.

Novi High’s cross country team got
back on the winning track SepL 29
with a 19-41 win over Howell.
The 'Cats last Kensington Valley

Conference meet was a loss at the

hands of Brighton on Sept. 24.
*I was pretty confident that we

could walk aw^ with a win,* ■»aiH
coach Bob Smith.

The win rawed Novi to 3-2 In the
KVC.

Novi got the victory on the road.
Srrrlth said HowelTs course la otc of
the less challenging in the league.

The biggest hill there Is the curb,'
he Joked.

John Crawford won the race for
the 'Cats. The senior ran a 17:08
while teammate Vlrwe Meehan was
second overall with a time of 17:35.

Shawn Kelly placed fourth overall
with a 17:49 Brian Grems was
next at 17:51. Shady Sardy placed
seventh overall with a time of 18:11.
NovTs final two runners tsoke the 19
minute barrier as Shawn McGoorty
and Eric Kelly with times of 18:13
and 18:29 respectively.
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Thinclads place fourth
against tougher teams

In the top 10 on that couree.* Smith
said. ‘Itjustshows thatourone-two
punch is COTilng along."

●me Novi boys cross counUy
team laced a tougher challenge at strong through 5j00(^tw
the OaWand County meet this year. race, flnlshlng 31si a ^ o*
bS^llhJohn cWord-8 first- 18:16dcspitea^lnJu^.Sha^

placefinishatRcdfordTueadayand at 19:24. ^

By SHARON CONORON
Staff Wrftar

Its 16th-piace Ue with Clarkston Smith s^ his runners ti^,  * __,_ru rnrrt wcTC a tad slowcT at the couD^ rsce
SSS. the wildcats 38^

hoL cour« adrantase at laat at Mandl^^ In Waal Bloom-
laca wa didn't

”1:aa8BoStrall.Hetookiliat

^atthan^atandbrokahlaown
"Swfori cinsaad the line at ““■* n«t a^P«^

own

'^^bSlrid. and all finished the teams slower times.Crawford ran a slower, but well
race finishing 16th overall at

were
with outstanding times.

"He did outstanding." said coach run
Bob Smith. *We had superior times,
but Crawford obvlousty led the

16:53.
● Out of246runners. he did a real

nice Job out firont (or the first mile
but then slipped back."

Meehan finished second for the
team. 46th overall at 17:26: Shawn
Kelly ran 85th at 18:03: Erick Kelty
took 134th at 18:47; and McCoorQ-
finished In I44th place at 18:57;
Giems placed right behind him at
18:58: and O' Sullivan anchored
the with a 19:16 time.

With the Invltatlonals and inju
ries aside, the team will lace Ken
sington Valley Conference rival Mil
ford Hi^ on TUesd^.

race.
"He toe* charge of the race right

away and put on the surges to take
the lead."

Smith said the team’s top three
senior runners ran strong races
against talent they hadn't seen
before.

The Wildcats' second man. se
nior Vince Meehan, finshed fourth
overaU with a 16:58. putting two of
NovTs seven in the top 10. Brian
Grems took 19th with 17:42.

*It's rareateamcan get two men
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Runners place
seventh at invite*mURSDAY

October 22,
1992

By SCOTT DAMEL
Spo(t> Edior

*Wedld thin^youonfydolfyou
are willing to sacrlflce perfor
mance.* Smith said.

The runnen went through 'hell
week* In prepaiaUan fn- tlv Ken
sington Valley Conference meet
and reglonals next week. So Qnish-
Ing seventh at the invitational was
of little consequence. Smith said.

'All the guys know to get to the
state finals we have to do whatever
we can.* he added. There will be no
occusea for the league meet. WeVe

Keeping priorities clearly In
sight, the Wildcat cross country
to>^ a seventh place finish at the
Ann Arbor Gabriel Richard Invita
tional Saturday.

According to coach Bob Smith.
Novi has bigger fish to By than the
annual Invitational. By running his
team upwards of 10 miles a d(^ in
practice last week, he said It would
have been unfair to expect the’Cats
to win. ContlBKd M 9

Runners take seventh
Contlnoed from 7

trained and worked very hard.*
The extra mileage different

kind of work, such as *11111 rushes'
and track running, will help come re
gional time. Smith said, in the mean
time. however, his runners are being
depleted of energy for invitational
and dual meets.

"When you run on Sunday, you
know it’s hell week.* Smith Joked.

Despite the energy-draining prac
tices. senior John Crawford took fifth
overall in Ann Arbor Saturday with a
16:43 run. Vince Meehan was the
Wildcats' second-fastest runner
(15th overalll at 17:10.

Shawn Kelly showed the signs of
the hard training and finished 35lh
with a time of 18:07. Brick Kelly
wasnT too far behind his brother In

the lead riinners for awhile and then
tall off.* Smith said of the race. 'But It

winner with a time of 16:36. Shawn was exactly the opposite. They
McGoor^ was sixth for Novi with an couldn't get started.*
18:44. The coach is opUmlstlc his team

18:33.
Brian Grems was NovTs last polnt-

Ann Arbor Pioneer won the race will do well In the reglonals.
with 44 points while Berkley was sec-
orxl with 70. The Wildcats were nab It won't be because they weren't
seventh with 175 points. dedicated and didn't work hard,*

*If we don't make it to the state fl -

*I thought they could tan^e with Smith said. They give 100 percent.*

John Crawford
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Milford hammers Wildcat runners 21-40
said. The senior finished the race
with an outstanding tlnK of 16:48.

Vince Meehan was the Wildcats'
next finisher (sixth overall) In 18:28.
Smith said Meehan and the res t of his
runners were slowed by the muddy
Cass Benton course.

Brendan Best was 13lh overall
with a time of 19:13. Brian Grems
was next for Novi with a time of 19; 17

while Shady Sardy closed the meet In
19:25 (17th overall).
Smith said aside from course con

ditions. his team was less than a 100
percent because of hard weeks of
training.

'I think we (were) feeling the elfects
of hell week," he said.

SALINE INVITATIONAL: Novi

competed In the Junior varsity meet
Saturday and look a fourth place
firdsh.

Host Saline won the meet with 45
points. Novi had 79.

Allhoughlt was a JV meet martyof
Novi's runners had compel^ on the
varsity level.
Shawn McCoorty was the 'Cats'

top finisher (seventh overall) In
19:46. JuniorJohn Strcitrana 19:52

racewhlleJeren^ Maynard was 16th
In In 20:05,

Rob Mulchjust missed a medal at
21st with a time of 20:25. Jason
Everett was the Wildcats' fifth beat
runner In 20:38.

By SCOTT DANIEL
S^ns Editor

If only John Crawford's team
mates liked cold weather as much as
he does.

The senior cross country runner
easily won the Wildcats' race with
Milford Oct. 20. The Redskins won

the battle, however, by taking second
through fourth positions en route to
a 21-40 victory.
Some Kensington Valley Confer

ence observers said Milford isn't as
competitive as years past But don't
tell that to Novi coach Bob Smith.

They are definitely a quality
team.' he said. *We didn't run partl-

“They are definitely a quality team. We didn’t run
partlcularlywell."

Bob Smith
Coach

culaity well." The Milford dual meet closed the
.  r ^ .r . .. regular season for Novi. The KVC
MforC^^oid.hehadnotrouble meetwasscheduledforThesdayand

adjust^ to 35-^^ temp^tuies s^te compeUlon begins -Saturday
^ slopw condlUons at the Cass wlthregiorSsatMarshbarti Parkm
Benlor^ courae In Northvlllc. west Bloomfield.

Crawford look control 'Cals

homSe - ® Saturday is final dual meet from the start. Smith
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Crawford
Meehan
qualify
for finals

Crawford, Meehan
head to state finals

j

han have excellent chances to place
hl^. .
They won’t overreact, he

Saturday’s regional cross coun- added. Tl^ know how to run in
try meet at Marshb^ Park in West blgi««.’ wv
Bkwmfleldwasacaseofgoodnews. The Wildcats
bad news for Novi High.

Although the WUdcatsdidnt ad- ford Catholfc^CenU^.
vance as a team. John Crawford Pioneer and Weal did

and Vince Meehan did qualify Indi- advance. Nort flnlsl^
vldually. Both runners edipsed the Shawn tolly ̂  the
17:00 minute mark to make the anlsheratWestBly^d.^
state cut Crawford with a time of phomore wm 52nd overall with a

16:44 and Meehan with a personal lime of 18:^- ,o.m
best of 16:48. ^
Meehan overcame a large deficit and Brian Grems was 62m m

near the end of the race to qualify. 18:15. Brendan Best ̂  ̂th In
With about l.OOO yards to go, the 18:19 and Shawn McGoorfy was
senior began a mad sprint to the fin- I12thln 19:39.
Ish line. Meehan passed five run- KVC MEET: The Wildcats raised
ners in that final distance to go to some eyebiws In the league with
state competition for the second jts thlrt place finish Oct 27.
time In his career. It was. In fact Novi’s highest fin¬

'll was outstanding.' coach Bob Ish ̂  In tto
Smllhsald.*atwas)hisbestrunby Conftmmce- ^ ̂the Cats finished ahead ot

By SCOTT DANIEL
Spons Editor

timefar

Ctntinaed fivio 7

Not bad for a group that had Its
sights set on reglonals.

*I knew physically we would
punned.’ Smith said. 'EmolJon^

gunning for Saturday.
The coach was happy to get re

venge against Milford, which
whipped Novi In a dual meet during
the regular season.

'It was really saUsfylng.' Smith
said. They beat us good (but) we beat
them vdien it counted.*

Brighton was crowned league
champ with 33 points, Ukeland was
seomd at 49 and the ’Cats totaled 93.

Crawford placed fourth overall,
thereby taking a first-team All-IO/C
honor, with a time of 17:22. Meehan
was second-team All-KVC with an
eighth cwerall finish at 17:43.
Shawn Kelly was 22 nd overall with

a time of 18:39 while Grems look
26th at 18:52. McGoorfyrana 19:12.
good for 33rd place. Erick tolly was
N^’s sixth finisher In 19:33 ̂ d
Shady Sardy closed the race with a
time of 19:41 (37th).

we were

.'
Milford.

The Novi duo will travel to Flint
this Saturday for state finals. Smith
said he believes Crawford and Mee- CoatiBacd OB 11
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JOHN CRAWFORDJOHN LAHTI

JOHN LAHTI: Lahti's four-yard touchdown run with seconds remain
ing Friday night gave Novi Hi^ its first Baseline  Jug over Northville.The
senior quarterback engineered a fourth-quarter comeback against the
Mustangs in his final game lor the Wildcats.

JOHN CRAWFORD: Alsoa senior. Crawford qualified for state compet
ition this weekend with agreat run at reglonals. It will be Crawford's sec
ond finals appearance.

1992 BOY'S
KVC CROSS COUNTRY FINALS

LaaguB MeetsDual MeetsPlace Team

336-0Brighton
Lakeland
Novi
Milford
Hanland
Howell

South Lyon

1
495-12
933-33
1054-24
1002-45
1561-56
2070-67

LEAGUE MEET RESULTS
First-team All-KVC

School TimeNamePlace

17:09
17:09

Brighton
Lakeland

Brighton
Novi
Hartland

Brighton
Milford

Branden Dutton

Shelby Baecker
Jeremy Towne
John Crawford

Ryan Valik
Chris Jordan
Jeff Rulkowski

1
2

17:363
17:224
17:335
17:366
17:437
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HEALTH:
Pane atladis
ato cotnmon/12B

ALL-AREA:
Novi places two
on oui second icam/BB

the NOVI

SportsUBNS THURSDAY
Novembef 12,

1992HAYRIDES:
See where you
can hUch a iideri2B

SWIMMING:
Davis qualilies
lor regional/9B

Crawford named all-state
●Ht nrUshed like IVe never seen

him finish before." Smllh said.
The coach said Crawfonl sfiowerl

his malurtty In Ihe race. In years
past fallUig beliJnd would have
rallied him Dul nol Ihla lime

"He's come a long way In IR
monlha." Smllh said. "HedldnT fall
apart when kids passed him He’s
pul dial lo rest."

Meehan has also come a great
distance. Smllh added. As a sopho
nv>re. he was running In the 20 ml
nule range.

"He's gol (o be an Inspltailon in
all of ihe kids." Smllh commenlrd.

The two seniors closed their ca
rrers running brilliantly Crawford
averaged 5:13 per mile and Meahan
5:20.

"They were both spenl." Smith
said. "Their shoulders were

40 degrees. Smllh said condl
Ideal for Crawford and

near
lions were
Meehan. Because of the Wildcats
elaborate wami up routine, he
said, his runners often have an ad-
vantage In cold wealher.

By SCOTT DANIEL
Sporvt €dlDt

For Ihe fourth year In a row. the
Wildral boys cross country team
has an all stale runner.

John Crawford earned that
honor Saturday by finishing
seventhal the Class A final in Flint.
The senior ran a career-best of
IB: IG in his final Novi performarx*.

II was Crawford’s seconri lime as
all staler. Ironically, he finished

seventh Iasi fall In the Individual
an

"He was beaming from ear (o ear
(about the conditions)." Smllh said
of Crawford. "Both ©four guys look
advantage of II."

As miglil be ocpected. the
started oulcklv Crawford, who
likes to lump out to an early lead
and hoUi 11 down the slrelch. stayed
with the pack and acUially look
turns leading Ihe race over the fi rst
mile.

rare

fi nal.
Nnvt coach Dob Smith said Ihe

puts Crawford among Ihe
■K-hool's all llitve elite.

"I ihlnk Jolm has cresled al Ihe

top." he s.Tld
Vince Meehan fi ntshed 23rd. Just

missing all stale honors, with hb
career besl of IB'36. Smllh said
Ixilb of his runners pul In ihelr
dues for Ihelr exrellenl finishes

willing lo pay the

nin

-They are

Smllh said Crawford losl his

rhythm three limes during the sec
ond mile hiil w.xs able lo regain H.
Meehan stayed near Ihe front as
well, holding the I8th iroslUon

The fasl pare began lo lake lb
loll In Ihe ihlrd and final mile.
Crawfonl fell hock to 13th In Ihe
UsI 100 niters. Ihe senior fo und
whatever energy he hod lefi and
aprinterl lo the finish line for

BOB SMfTH

blneil. areaulomallcally nanstd all

price." he said. "I'm happy that If
p.-Ucl off for Ihem."

Irtke Orton'S Cllnl Verran won
Ihe rare wllh an Incredible lime of
IB M The lop 25 fi nishers, from
Ihr team and Individual rafts com

For ail that agony, the duo wilt go
down as two of Novfs very best

slate.
Knees were belli at llrookwood

Golf Course In Ulnl. SnUlh de
si-llied Ihe rolling, si-rnlr i innse as
Ihr "Ijesl In Ihe slale."

Allhough lempeiaUires hovered

The pain 1# only temporary,'
Smith added, "fhelr limes and
places are permanenl."John Crawford (loft) made all-stalo honors while Vince

Meehan just missed.


