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‘Sexton boys place second
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Tradition can be a powerful thing.

The Sexton Big Reds didn't win Saturday’s Class A
Spartan Relays at Jenison Fleld House, but they did
finish second In their first meet with coaches Brian
Murley and Anthony Norris.

“Sexton has always had a good track program,”
Norrissaid. “Asa coach you do think about that, and it
makes you want to do a really good job.”

Murler and Norris took over the boys' track pro-
gram following Sexton coach Paul Pozega's retire-
ment last June after 26 seasons with the Big Reds.

One of the benelits of following Pozega, Norris sald,
is that he left a strong base of (alent. Although Sexton
was missing a significant chunk of its team Saturday
because of spring break, the Big Reds got wins from
state champ Maltt Beard in the shotput and Octavius
Long in the 55-meter dash.

The sprint medley team of Saddi Washington, Dari-
us Cunningham, Octavius Long and Jason Husband
placed third, and an experimentat mile relay team of
Husband, Chris Moore, Steriing Armstrong and Wash-
ington pulled off a sixth-place finish.

Like Sexton, most area teams were missing a good

of who had headed for warmer
places over spring break.

East Lansing boys coach John Plough said he told
his athletes that Cancun was more important than
Spartan Relays.

“The kids were a little confused, but they went.” he
said with a laugh.

The Trojans sent only one girl, Eileen Fleck, and a
handfull of boys to the relays. Alone, Fleck pulled off
a tie for 10th place, the highest local finish in the girls’
compelition. She won the mile and placed fourth in
the two-mile to score ail 14 of her team's points.

The Trojan boys finshed 21st, with six points from
sprinter Randy Kinder's third-place finish in the 55-
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meter dash.

The Grand Ledge boys were the second-highest ,
area finishers, edging into a four-way tie for ninth.

Pole Vaulter Micha Guadio had a personal-best
vault of 14 féet-seven inches for the win, and the
shuttle hurdie reiay team of Guadio, Darren Bren-
dahl, Jeft chNoughlon and Doug Larner placed
second

“This Is just kind of a warm-up for the season." said
coach Jim Brandt, “But it's nice to start the season
with a first and a second.”

The meet's ihightight for 14th-place Lansing East-
ern was wi Mark Anderson propelled himself 21
feet, 9% inches through the air to win the long jump

The lowlight came when sprinter VaShawn Wil-
liams pulled a muscle in the 55 hurdles and coach
Kt:llh hert was forced to make substitutions in twe.
relays. . .

The distance medley team didn't place, but the 80«
relay team of Mario Porco, Kenny Farrow, Anderson
and David Miller rose to the occasion and took fourth

Waverly picked up 16th place in the girls' competi-
tion, scoring eight points on Rachael Mays' second-
place. shotput performance.

Waverly coach Robert Lurie said his team wa~
shorthanded Saturday because of the break, but add-
ed that he's more concerned with good efforts than
high placing.

“It’s a real competitive meet and we come for the
experience,” Lurie said. "My whole distance team i~
in Florida."

Holt was right behind n 17th, although assistant
coach Jim Campb redi that hurdler Cloe
Parker would be the Rams’ only scorer.

True to her coach’s words, Parker placed third in
the hurdles, scoring all six of Holt's points




Spartan Relay?

Plegsant 4, Royal Ok Dondero 4, Romu
Pinckney 4, Swartz Creek 4, Livonia
chill 4, Webberviie 2, Redford Catholic
fral 2, Greenvifle 2, Defroit King 2, D¢
Cass Tech 2, Dearborn Fordson 2, S4. J
1, Flint Southwestern 1. -

Shuttie Hurdies—1. Trov, 31.59; 2. G
Ledge (Goudio, Brendohl, MocNaugl
Larner), 31.66.

Distonce Mediey—1. Brighton, 10:56

55 Hurdies—1. Thomas (Kalomazoo
Norrix), 7.64, .

320 Meter Run—1. Crosby (Wolled
Western), 93875, .

55 Meter Dash— 1. Ldng (Lansing Sex
6.45; 3. Kinder (Eost Lonsing), 6.55.

) 1‘0. ; 800 Relay—1. Ann Arbor Pior
8:209.

Sorint Medley—1. Detroit Mumf
2.29.18; 3. Lansing Sexton (Washington, (
minghom, Long, Husband), 2:31.10.

4% 200 Relay—1. Detrott Pershing, 1:3
4, Lonsing Eastern (Porco, Farrow, An
son, Miller), 1:35.70; 7. Eost Lon
(Boettcher, Walker, McMillgn, Kint
1:36.74.

1600 Meter Run—1. Crosby (Walled |
Western), 4:30.34,

em), 21.9',.
High Jump—1. Powell (Port Huron N
ern), 68,
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Long Jump—1. Benford (DetroMt Kin
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