Runners streak toward the finish line
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in the girls’ 55-meter dash Friday.

Carson City surprises
even its own coach

By JEFF ZILLGITT
Lansing State Journal

EAST LANSING — Carson

City-Crystal coach Gordon Al-
drich hid the Spartans Relays
Class (-D championship trophy.

That's right, he hid it so no one
could seeil. Aldrich accepted the
trophy from triack guru Paul Po-
zepar and pul a jacket over it.

He did that because he wanted
to surprise his boys™ track team,
which was outside waiting on the
bus and oblivious to the fact that
it had won the prestigious Spar-
tan Relavs Friday at Jenison
Field House.

“I had no wdea.” said Aldrich,

who was dumbfounded when he

found out. “We didn’t come in ex-
pecting to win, We just wanted to
have some good performances.”

The Laglés finished with 24
points, Besides winning the Class C-
D meet, Carcon City placed fifth in
the combhined Cliss B-C-D meet.”

Ypsilanti Lincoln won the Class
B event with 611, points, Beecher
was second with 60 and River
Rouge was third with 52.

In the girls’ meet, Maple Valley
tied for first in the Class C-D meet
with 31 puints and was third, in-

Spartan Relays

B Class A meet

@ Begns| at 10 a.m.
B Finals are at 4 p.m.
8 Jenisoh Field House.

B Results. 20

ul Whitchurch, Jus-
vis Burr and Lance
third with a time of
11 minutes, 17.4 seconds. Curry
also placed first in the two-mile
run in 10:06.3 and Aldrich was sec-
ond in the ope-mile run with a
4:39.7.

"l figured {here’d be a lot of
teams in Class B with good distance
runners and |sprinters,” said Al-

drich. “We planned on competing
in the 800 meters-and-up. Thisisa
meet where you can win if you do
well in one area.”

Gary Hamilton's Maple Valley
Lion picked up where they left off
last season when they won the
Class C state title.

“Overall, I'm very happy with
our perforthance,” Hamilton said.
“I thought we could come in and
compete for one of the top three or
four positions. We performed up to
our capabilities.”

The Lions’ distance medley re-
lay team of Stephanie Bouwens,
Holly Taylor. Cheri Sessions and
Mindy Shoup placed second in
13:47.7 and the one-mile relay
team of Jennifer Phenix, Bouwens,
Retha Byrd and Shoup came in
third in 4:31.2.

Sessions also finished third in
the long jump (4-10) and fifth in
the two-mile run (I12:54.7).

Eaton Rapids’ Kelly Etheridge
was second in the high jump with a
leap of § feet and she was part of
the one-mile relay team that
placed second with a time of 4:30.7.
Heather Hauser ran strong legs in
the one-mile relay and distance
medley relay.
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