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Defending a @ass A high school cross country | .. -

championship is no small feat. s R S a0

Doing it in the middle of a driving snow makes itall | S

that much more difficult. M ey
Hut the Troy Athens’ girls team overcame the pres v
sure as well as Mother Nature to repeat as state ch |
pwns while Jenison's Andrea Rosema'’s bid to do the
same came up just short. |

troy Athens placed three runners in the top 11 fin-
iwhers in Saturday's girls team race to clinch their
second stnight state fitle at Saskatoon Golf Club in
Laledonia. The Red Hawks got a first-place finish
'rom Alson Klemmer, who finished first with a time of
i8.51 Kiemmer finished 23 seconds ahead of Rosema,
who was looking to finish first for the second straight
YoOai

{here was a lot of pressure all season long. We
tred 1o stay as low-kev as ible, but it's toum
said Troy Athens coach Debbie Zonca. “We've
thus goal (winning a state title) since last November
and we weren't going to let what Mother Nature threw _
4l us ruin a goal we've had for the whole year.”

I he Red Hawks used strong runs by Klemmer, Traci
woezarek, seventh, and Katie Horner, 11th, to finish
‘ne event with 102 points. Livonia Stevenson (113),
sierling Heights Utica Stevenson (126). Clarkston
(£30) and Farmington (257) rounded out the top five
hinishers in the girls race.

- We tried to downplay the intensity,” Zonca said.

it you talk 100 much. yOu re JOINE 10 make thjnp; to
NErvOUus andad too tense. We {ﬂiif‘d when we needtd to
afrd then 1 let them alone. | myself get 100 nervous and
around them too much, | make them too ner-
vous. 50 they did what they had to do, they knew
where they had to be and pretty much after that. it was
in their hands.”

Lreenvilie was the top area finisher, placing seventh
with 264 points. Shauna Pennington led the ¢l arge for
the Yellow Jackets with an eighth-place finish in 19:17
'O RO along with a Z1st-place finish by Chrystal Moyer
' 19 4%, Besides Greenville, other area nishers in-
ciuded RO #Ef"fi'ti {ith i:)iéi{'f'Ta West Uﬂl'ﬂla 13th; and
fenison. 15th

Hosema's second-place finish paced the Wildcats.
who aiso got a ninth-place finish from Andrea Pullen

(O Wad Jenison

We wanted to be in the top 10, that may have been
pretty iofty, but that's what we wanted.” said Green-
ville coach Larry Taylor. “We wanted to get back to
Smie because we hadn't been here for four vears and
o et hack was our number Oone gnai and to finish
where we gwd 18 a great accomplishment for our team ™

i the boys race, Hrighton placed three runners in
the 1op 18 Ninishers to take the title, finishing 14 POInts
ANeAC OF W ?H“"' LAake i?‘%* 'ﬂuﬂdﬁ;pga used an ?lghth‘
Chdid/ @ 8181034 ?w ieft [ g'f&’fg’ﬁ?iﬂf_h £ O ;iii}ﬁg Wuh ﬁtr{}ng_
races by Mark Hansen, 16th. and Andy Kitter, 18th. to

IS The svent ﬁ.‘?Hi : 4 { i}igﬂfﬂh

¥ %

kY
-
i
&
-

»

o

: A RIOIG W A% 1

¢ top area Ninisher, ending up 16th
bt points. The Rams' Rvan Mol led the charge

f;:.ié-.%a' ¢ Ninikh in iH:36 10 RO dlﬂf\g with
Ces DY Jason Hartmann, 27th. and Charlie

.




