Depth will get
Novi through
graduation losses

By MARVIN GOODWIN
Ot The Cavisng Press

The slate can be wiped clean for
Novi's Wildcats. The defending

Kgumton\hﬂey(hdm
Oakland County and Class A boys
mwung:uuchmp:m
who reced through 8 magical
son, have to start all over like the

rest of the teams.

But that's fine with the
Wildcats, who will sse whether
they can duplicate last year's per-

Here is Oakland County's pre-
season top 10.
1. Novl

The Wildeats were hit hard by
graduation, losing three of their
top five runners, who were also
three-fourths of a 3,200 relay
squad that ran 7:55 in track and
was second at the state meet. But
the returnees incdude another leg
of that relay, junior Chris Toloff,
and sophomore Tim Moore, the
school record-holder in the 3,200.
Each is a threat to win most
races. They’ll be helped by juniors
Mark Avenius and Eric Walle. But
Novi won't catch anybody by sur-
prise this season.
g is g e preeus,
ere’s no depving that.
Novi coach Robert Smith. “We
knew that we'd have 8 bulls-eye
onourbacllastywwcfml
out of coming out o
powhere. This we have
mowhere 1o hide, (s0) we're guing
to go out and prove to everyone
we're still here”

2. Lakeland

Novi broke the Eagles’ streak of
consecutive Kensi Valley
Conference titles, which stretched
some five seasons. The Eagl

. . aren't mad, but t.hey'llbeeo:peﬁ»

tive. “We've got a little more expe-
rience than people thunk we do,”
eoach Randy Wilkins said. That
includes Pat Klein, oue of the top
juniors io the state. “He's cur
tain ﬁuv coming back.” Wilkins
said. Hell be helped by juniors
ll}éa.n Bartman, C.J. Hadding, Mat
iley and Keith Grant. Seniors
Eric Jedynak and B.J. McCool
have big-meet experience, and
sophomore Brian Theut, along
with Ryan Woodard, a hurdler in
track, could also contribute.

3. Clarkston

Although the Wolves won the
OAA ] title last season. they've
had a hollow feeling the last cou-

le of years because & state quali-
ghgﬁathhndudedtbem.\mh

virtually their whole starting line-
up returning, induding six
returning seniors who've been
vargity runners the past couple of
years, Clarkston is set to out
all stops to get to the state meet.
David Sage is one of the area’s
leading runners, but teammates
Brent tz, Matt Haver, Chris
Weber and Dan Burke will have
1o pull closer to him for the
Wolves to be suceessful. Eric
Sweeney and Brian Parker could
also belp, along with some
unproven runoers. ‘T've been in
this position 50 many times,”
optmiste 1 ey wel have
e we'll have
another good year”

4. Milford

Qakland Greenless
Groenless has
been an all-state runner the
two se.asondsh l_f &o homores Casey
Barnes and Ni pczak. junior
gt:ﬁe R.}lks‘ndo amil seﬁitsﬁé:a
ey. Joe Rukstelo, Mike
ciils Bl G o
runina
Milford a’:ﬂd duplicate last sea-
son's effort. “Each have had their
motments,” Salyers said. “These
guys have come through in differ-
ept instances. It's their time to
rise up and be good.”

8. South Lyon

If the Lions can support a cou-
ple of returning state qualifiers —

seniors Ryan Roma and Jason milers. Jgﬂ‘Eddm%g ap
Pridmore — they1l be competi- ins will help, but Central will
:’lve. Bol?l{h)dt}a‘.k could ’?lso hf];' more depth.
ong with sophomore Brian Lee.
The kVC, mof:gh. is a battiefield, 7. Oxtord
and the Lions will take their The waters of the elite teams
lumps, too. gjdtsﬁl{’begodeepfor%
cats. but they return
6. Walled Lake ly the entire starting lineup that
Central wop the Flint Metro League.
The Vi just missed g state  Senior John Stein and juniors
berth last year and will peed to ~ Dan Nelder and Mike
rup like the dickens this season to  Banachowski are tri<aptains
Rty s e
Mobley, w! T c0 o er. .
. medim%-ack season, is eager deats will have to pack them

Wallad Lake Cantral’'s Todd Mobley finished sixth st the Class Astate .
moet last season, but had a rough year in track last spring

e B ER

Clarkston’s David Sage will give
the Huskies a presence at the

front of mast packs

who finished sixth at the Class A
state meet last year. He'll be
joined by Jeremy Auer, who is
coming off a standout track sea-
son as one of the state’s top hall-

to prove he's the same runner tight to be eompetitive. “All three

are ing real well" Oxford

' eoach Ray Sutherlang said.

8. Troy

With rience ing from
last yeagsp;ouﬁ\ﬁd squad, tlie
Colts probably can notch a few
more victories. Sophomore Nick
Gillett could be the leading run-
ner with Rodn&o Landeros, Bryan

. Adam Wagner and Paul
Soudier forming a solid quartet.
9. Troy Athens

The Red Hawks lost their top
two runners to graduation “but
we have a ton of juniors who
could really make the grade,” said
ooach Mike Stallsmith. That
includes Dan Carter. Thomas
Ferri, Brandon Hanney, Ayush
Batra and Mano Baumann
Sophomores Matt Roce and Phil
DeCook. along with senior Victor
Arena, who played football the
last three vears, will help. “(He's)
as strong as a runner for his size
a5 T've ever seen.” Stallsmith said
of Arena. Nearly 40 boys are cut
for the team.

10. Lake Orion

With the degamue of its two
frontrunners, Jordan Desilets and
Eric Lohr. the Dragons' saving
grace will be a juruor varsity
squad thet has had some success.
Senior Agld:w cl-l:cm.r, had :nd
respectable track season,

Dane Beardsley and Spencer
Astin should contribute.
Chris Morehead and sophomare
Michael Colt should also help. “If
we win, we'll bave 1 win on
depth.” ins cosch Stan Ford
said. “They’ll just have to group it
up, pack it up and run wﬂk
Somebody will step up, I think ®
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Trio of captains ready to take off |

By JASON SCHMITT
Sports Editor

They say winning a state champi-
onship is a hard thing to do, but defend-
ing it is twice as difficult.

We'll see what the Novi boy's cross
country team can do.

The team has two big things against it
in {ts quest for a repeat. One, for the first
time in five years, there will be no Kevin
Avenius. The most prolific runner in Novi
history, Avenius has taken a scholarship
to run cross country and track at Notre
Dame.

But what could possibly be a bigger
problem for the Wildcats is that they are
no longer the underdogs. They no longer
have the element of surprise in their
arsenal.

“Everyone is gunning for us now,"
coach Bob Smith said. “We all have
bullseyes on our backs. It is much hard-
er to stay on top than it is to get there.”

But {f early season workouts are any .

indication. the team is doing everything
it can to get back to the top. Tri-captains
Nick Bassitt (senior), Chris Toloff (junior)
and Eric Walle (senior) got the team
together and decided to begin practice on
June 21, two weeks earlier than the
team usually starts,

“We have to have that common goal,”
Walle said. “We all want to get back there
and win it again. We know we have to do
more this year."

“They now know what it takes to be in
the big time.” Smith said. “They are real-
ly. really hungry to go back. They had
the best summer they've ever had.

“You sure hate to make predictions,
but they sure eased the pain of gradua-
tion.”

Toloff, along with returning sophomore
Tim Moore, will lead the team in 1999,
They have been about as close as you
can be over the last two years. By push-
ing each other, they have become two of
the best runners in the state.

“They feed off each other. They really
can help each other,” sajd Smith.

Rounding out Novi's top four runners
are juniors Mark Avenius and Eric Walle.
Along with Toloff. the three have been a
fixture in Novi running since their fresh-
men year.

“These four guys are leading the
charge. They're training like crazy and
the dedication level has kicked up a
notch,” their coach said.

After that. there are seven guys vying
for the last three spots on the varsity
team.

Bassitt was the team's eighth man a
year ago, and looks to be in a good posi-
tion this season. Others fighting for a
spot are junjors Steve Szwast and Dan
Stevens, senfors Evan Foster and Steve
Shubert and sophomores Matt Harsha-
Strong and Mitch Erickson.

“These guys train with each other, and
if one guy has a good race. they all step
it up because they feel they can run with
him,” Smith said. “They are all within 30
seconds of each other.”

Like always, Novi will have plenty of
regular-season challenges to prepare
them for the post season. Lakeland will
try to regain the dominance they had in
the Kensington Valley Conference for !
four years before Novi stomped them last
season. Milford lost a lot, but have pos-
sibly the conferences best returning run-
ner (Tom Greenless) and 50 other kids
out for the team. South Lyon and
Brighton each have two contenders and
Smith feels the Lions are ready to take
that next step up.

“We're doing more than rebuilding.
were reloading.” an excited Smith said.
“1 can’t wait for next week to begin.”

The Wildcats will take on Northville in
the season opener today at Cass Benton.
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By JABON sCHMWITY
Sports Editor

Being a captain at the varsity level 1sn't all
it's cracked up to be.

Well that's not exactly true.

As any athlete will tell you, being voted or
named captain can be as big an honor as there
is. Belng the one or two guys elected captain by
the same peers you've shared both great
moments with, as well as the bad ones, it's not
that bad.

But what exactly does a captain do? Are they
the lockerroom cheerleaders, the ones encourag-
Ing their teammates to play harder, longer, belter?

Well yeah, they are leaders Inside the locker-
room and outside of it. But often there's much
more to It, even If they don't know It.

“We lead the stretching drills, organize the
team dinners,” sentor co-captaln of the football
team Dan Kittle said. “Once the games get
going I'll get a better feel for what It takes to be
a team leader.”

For now, Kittle and fellow captain Jon Cervi
are spending their time leading the team by
example,

“I'm not a real vocal guy, but I feel I need to
set an example, especially for the younger play-
ers.” he said. 1 try to work exira hard to set a
good example out on the fleld.”

Bob Smith, coach of the defending stale
champlon cross country team, said he relles
heavily on his captains to lead the team
through warmup drills and summer workouts,

“They have to be willing o sacrifice their
Summer to make sure the team practices.”
Smith sald. “That leadership has been the
secret to our success.”

The cross country team has three captains
this year; senlor Nick Bassitt and Juniors Chris
Toloff and Eric Walle. It was their decision to
begin summer practice two weeks earlter than
its normally scheduled start. The team wag
working out as early as June 21.

“We just really wanted to start the season
carlier.” Walle said. “Usually the more miles you
put in, the easter they are to run in the season,
We knew we had to do more this year because it
will be tougher to defend the champlonship
than it was to win it.”

“They're my right-hand tools,” Smith sald.
“They handle the stretching, the warmups,
hydration. Sometimes they choose their own
workouts. I know these (hree guys will take
care of it.

°1 give so much credit to our captains over
the last two or three years."

Not all teams have captains. The football,
boy's cross country, girl’s tennis, boy's golf and
boy's soccer teams have {eam-voted captains,
but some other sports elect not to. :

The Novi girl's cross country program, which
has been to four of the Jast five state champi-
onships, have senlor leaders rather than cap-
tains. This Is a method head coach Norm Not-
gren thinks works best for his program.

“1 demand senlor leadership,” he sald.
“They've been here before and they know what

Most sports teams still rely on the
leadership provided by the

team captains

to do. To me there's no one kid Whv'S more
Important than any other one. .

Regardless of the sport. It 13 an honor to be
elected by your peers.

“l was excited because it was a high honor,
and I know a lot of guys on the team respected
me,” Kittle sald.

The football team normally selects four cap-
tains, but only two were chosen this season
because of a lack of overall voting.

Walle said It shows him that his teammates
listen to what he has to say.

“Coach can’t be there ali the time, so we basi-
cally have to push each other out there.” Walle
sald. “It's good that we have so many good lead-
ers on this team.”

With so many swimmers on its roster, the
team has three captains for the 1999 squad.
Senlors Amy Hartland, Emily Nicol and Leslie _
Nimer have been selected by their team-
mates, Nimer for the second-consecutive

€ar.
y The tehnis team has co-captains, with Tara
Stevens and Amrutha Nagarajan leading the
team.

The defending state champlon soccer team
has elected for three captains this year. Ryan
Rzepka. Scott Jettie and Frank Raburn will try
to lead the team back to the champlonship
game.

Be It great leadership or superb coaching,
something must be working. Not many schools
can say they won two state champlonships last
fall.
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Novi sophomore Tim Moore (above) surprised everybody by breaking .
the Cass Benton school record previously held by Dan Christopherson.

Extra practice

] ]

shows, pays off

By JASON SCHMITT
Sports Editor

The two extra weeks of
practice the Novi boys’ cross
country team put In this
summer seems {o have pald
ofl in the early parts to the
Wildcats' 1999 season.

Novi took the top five
places and seven of the top
eight in a 15-48 win over
Northvllle last Thursday.
Moreso than the Ainal score,
the runners’ times were as
impressive as ever.

Every starting runner
improved his time from the
first race a year ago and
sophomore sensation Tim
Moore did more than that. He
broke the school record in
his first meet out.

Moore ran the Cass Benton
course in a time of 16 min-
utes, 8 seconds,

shaving two seconds off
Dan Christopherson’s Ume of
a year ago.

“He ran the race in over a
minute better time than he
did last year,” a

stunned Novl coach Bob
Smith sald. “He ran a flaw-
less race, ahead of everyone
else. This was very unexpect-
ed.”

Smith sald that he asked
all of his runners, except
Moore, what their goals were
for the first race of the sea-
son.

“Had 1 known that his goal
was (o break the school
record. then 1 would have
discouraged him from run-
ning all-out so early,” Smith
sald.

With teammate Chris Toloff
unable to finish the race
because of a knee

injury, Moore dominated
the field. He topped Novi's
next finisher, Eric Walle by .
1:14.

Walle was second overall in
17:22, which shaved over a
minute off last year's Ume.

Mark Avenlus was third at
17:58 and Steve Szwast
(18:02) and Nick Bassitt
(18:05) were close behind to
round out the scoring for
Novi. Mitch Erickson was
seventh overall in 18:17 and
Matt Harsha-Strong was
eighth at 19:05.

Szwast's time was 1:52
better than last year and
Bassilt knocked over :30 off
of his ime.

“Steve was a wannabe last

year, but he's a real con-
tender this year,” Smith said.
“You can tell he's focused
this year. He's got fire in his
eyes.”
Knowing what his team
had last season, Smith was
Just hoping to see how much
farther his team was ahead of
last year’s pace.

“We really are looking to
improve,” he sald. “So It's
very gratifying to sec

the kids weren't
complacent over the summer.
They worked hard.”

Other runners who
Improved their times from a
year ago were junlors Ken
Delgreco, Eric Saurer, sopho-
mores Steve Duda and Todd
Waslk and freshmen Tim

Kava and Matt Block.
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Brighton And the winner is Cullen Finnerty. Oh
yeah, and Brighton. The Bulldogs smacked
Northville 31-3 in the football opener, as Finnerty, a
junior, got the call behind center. Cullen threw for
195 yards and a score. He can go...

Hartland Jeff Harris shot a 72 at the Pre-KVC,
sticking him with Howell's John Kizer for the low
score. Hartland finished second to Howell...

Howell The Highlanders won the Pre-KVC golf
tournament with a team score of 307. That will go a
ways — one third of the way, actually — towards
the conference title. John Kizer led Howell with a
72...Joe Carpenter scored a touchdown, but that
was it as Howell was smacked down by Grand
Ledge. one of the best football teams in the Lansing
area...

Lakeland Look for the Eagles' football team to
have some new bodies as players return from
injuries for what should be the most favorable part
of Lakeland’s schedule — Howell and Clio...

Milford The Redskins potent ground attack —
over 400 yards rushing — ate up Walled Lake Cen-
tral 28-13 in Milford’s football opener...The only

KVC hoops coach not picking the Redskins to repeat
as KVC champs is Milford's Don Palmer...

Novi Wildcats football coach John Osborne was ]
comparing his signal caller, Mitch Maier, to Indiana
thrill-a-minute quarterbOack, Antwan Randle-El, 1
after Majer ran the option to near perfection in
Novi's 20-17 win over Farmington. Many had
claimed Farmington as the best team in that city.
No comment from John Herrington...

Also, cross-country standout Tim Moore wasted
no time going after the school record at Cass Ben-
ton. The sophomore completed the course in 16:08,
eclipsing the old mark set last season by Dan
Christopherson.

Moore is the third person in less than a year to
hold the school record at Cass Benton. Kevin Ave-
nius had the old mark at 16:12 before Christopher-
son ran his 16:10. With three full years and over 20
more meets at Cass Benton, Moore may just...? ;

South Lyon Golfer Justin Goyt set a school -
record when he shot 71 over 18 holes as the Lions
took second in the Farmington Invitational...Upon
further review, boys’ X-C coach Scott Smith admits
he has high—very high—hopes for the coming sea-
son. Now for the KVC wars.

o
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CROSS.-COUNTRY

. By SCOTTTALLEY
FAEE PAESS SPORTS WRITER

For two years he played Robin
to Jason Hartmann's Batman, but
this season Dathan Ritzenhein as-
sumes the starring role at Rock-
ford High.

If anyone can fill the shoes of
Hartmann, who won two Class A
individual cross-country titles en
route to earning a scholarship to
Oregon, it's Ritzenhein, a junior.

In fact, at the end of last year's
track season, it was hard to distin-
guish Batman from Robin. Ritzen-
hein upset Hartmann at the state
meet to capture the 3,200-meter
title. And two weeks later he won
the same event at the Footlocker
National Scholastic Champion-
ships in Raleigh, N.C.

“The sky is the limit for him if
he can stay healthy,” Rockford
coach Mark Nessner said. “He is
one of the most driven people I've
ever been around.” !

When Ritzenhein does his best,
there may be no one better inthe
country.

“After what 1 did at the end of
the track season, and this sum-
mer, 1 think ] have a good shot at
winning the Footlocker in-Flori-
da,” he said of the national cross-
country championship. “But first I
have to qualify. It's a lot harder
practicing without Jason.” )

Expect Ritzenhein to qualify.
It’s also safe to expect another
great season from Rockford. The
Rams finished second to Novi at
the Class A state championships,
with Hartmann and Ritzenhein
placing 1-2.

The Rams return six of their_

top seven runners, including se-
nior Andy Martin, who finished
17th overall at last year's state
meet and hopes to give the Rams
another potent one-two punch.
“Hopefully, I can fill Dathan’s
role from last season,” said Mar-
tin, who has a 3.6 grade-point av-
erage. “If 1 do that, it will put me
where I want to be. Not only the
state Jevel, but also nationally.”
Senior Seth Folkertsma and ju-
niors Joe Swendrowski, Kyle Fuji-
moto and Brian Smith also are

~~~ .

?7‘ R ;:';', '-.

asty

expected o perform well.

“Jt would be nice to see our
team win the state championship
this season,” said Ritzenhein, a 8.3
student. “Novi was great last year
and will probably be our biggest
competition this year.”

Novi returns three top per-
formers from last year's champi-
onship team — sophomore Tim
Moore (27th) and juniors Chris
Toloff (29th) and Mark Avenius
(54th).

If Ritzenhein and his team-
mates need more motivation, they
can always stop by the school tro-
phy case and view the hardware
won by the girls team — last
year’s state champions.

WHERE ARE TREY NOW: Ryan
Shay was the first Michigan male
to win four state cross-country
titles, but he still had something to
prove when he got to Notre Dame.

“Being in Class D I don't think
it allowed me to release my poten-
tial,” said Shay, who graduated
from Central Lake in 1997. “A lot
of the colleges look for the top
Footlocker guys, and I never ran
in that meet. But once 1 got to
Notre Dame 1 started beating
Footlocker runners, and now .
think more colleges will look at
the guy coming out of the smaller
class.”

Shay, a junior, has overtaken
many runners as a member of the
Irish team. He is a two-time All-
Big East runner, and a two-time
winner of the National Catholic
Invitational.

Shay will defend that title Sept.
18 at Notre Dame in his first meet
of the season.

Perhaps Shay's best perfor-
mance was finishing 20th at the
World Junior Cross Country
Championships in Marrakesh,
Morocco, last year. He was the top
American in the 200-plus field.

“It was 8 great experience to
get that international competition
under my belt,” said Shay, who
covered the five-mile distance in
24 minutes, 20 seconds. “Not a lot
of people were expecting that
much from me, so ] used that to
my advantage.”

Shay, who credits a good deal
of his success to a high-mileage
regimen (60-80 miles weekly) that

&N N, '
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. 2. Ryan Cole, Sarford-Meridian :

- 8. Kurtis Mariowe, Richland Guit Lake

- 4. Paul Niedzewiecki, Adrian = -~
&. Tim Moore, Novi
6. Andly Martin, Rockford .

7. Justin Kibbey. Maple Crty GlenLake

i 8. John Hughes, Traverse City Central

-9. Jake Fiynn, Benzie Central

10. Andy Marsh, Grand Ladge

11, Tom Greenlegy Mitford

-12. Jorstan Emmorey, Gaylord .

113, Pt Kisin, White Lake Lakeland .

-'14. David Sage, Clarkston .

* 15, Shawn Edwards, Flushing L
16. Mike Gray, Sanford-Meridian B
17. Pat Roberts, Trenton -
18. Dave Haagsma, Grand Rapids

-8, Tocd Mobley. Walled Leke ,

Central . .

20. Tm Ross, Caledonia

- 21. Matt Dajey, Redford Catholic ¢
iComral

- 23, Ciwis Toloff, Novi . ,
; 24, Travis Crawford, Traverse Gity =~

Central

25. WH Garcia, Fint Kearsley

Girls

: 1. Emily Anderson, Mamuette =

2. Kalin Toedebusch, Rockiord St

‘3, Jamie Krzyminski, Corunna - .

4. Xatie Boyles, Rochester Adams . _

'€ Emily Blakeslee, Rockford

6 Linsey Blaisdell, Rockiord .

“7.Mame Smiley, Sterling Heights
evenson

St
8. Nora Colligan, Rockford .n
9. Lauren Farbanks, Rogers City
- 10. Jenni Fitzgerald, Steriing Haights  ° -
Stevenson .
- 41, Yeresa Bonglovanni, Romeo -
12. Andrea Parkey, Livonia Stevenson -
713, Amber Culp, Ann Arbor Pioneer
14, Karen Leroy, Oxtord
15. Ann Zuelke, Grand Maven
16. Jenay Irwin, Mason County Cerntral
17. Katie Anderson, Marquette ¢
. 18. Rachel Cox, Battie Creek Lakeview
* 19. Danielle Quisenberry, Middieville .. . -
- 20. Meeker, Rochester )
: 21, Beth Auty, Grosse Poimte South  *
22. Kate Gaylord. Mason
*23. Jordan Hartmann, Rockford )
‘24, Caryn Waterson, Benzie Cemtral * -
.25. Harmony Dykhuts, Framont

he began in high school, follows
the Michigan scholastic scene
closely.

“I think there are a lot of run-
ners in Michigan with potential,”
said Shay, whose brother Nathan
is a freshman on the Irish team.

_“You hear a lot about the new

breed of American runners, and 1
think there are runners in Michi-
gan who want to be a part of this
movement. They're aspiring to
make it or the international level
and that's 2 good thing."

T
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Cross Country: Notebook

Liggett to honor
100 years of teams

By Bev Eckman
The Detroit News

GROSSE POINTE
WOODS — They've covered

a lot of miles in a century of
running, the cross-country
teams of University Liggett.

The current version,
coached by Phil Langford, will
play host to a 10-school
anniversary meet at 4 p.m.
Sept. 16 at Schroder Field in
Grosse Pointe Woods.

To celebrate this centenni-
al season, Langford did some
research and initially outfit-
ted his boys in uniforms simi-
lar to those worn by Liggett's
runners in 1899. There were
just two problems.

*“The shorts would ride up
and bunch up between your
thighs and make it uncomfort-
able to run,” senior Shaka
Bahadu said.

And the leather belts inhib-
ited breathing. “I tried it once,
and I didn't like it,” he said.

University Liggett's
Knights will be in their regular
navy uniforms for the centen-
nial meet.

“I don't think there's anoth-
er school that's run 100 years,”
said Detroit Holy Redeemer
Coach Patrick Irwin, whose
team will participate.

Liggett School for Girls
opened in 1878. Boys started
running at Detroit University
School in October 1899. The
schools merged as University
Liggett in 1069, effective in the
1970 school year.

Coming up

The traditional kickoff
meet for the season is Satur-
day. Sponsored in the past by
West Bloomfield, it will be
sponsored this year by Birm-
ingham Brother Rice because
of the Jewish religious holi-
day Rosh Hashanah.

It’s traditionally one of the
biggest meets in the state.
Now in its third year at Kens-

ington Metropark, it will be
held at Playfield Possum Hol-
low.

Meet director Bob Stark,
the Rice cross-country coach,
expects 8o teams, boys and
girls, for four varsity races,
divided by enrollment, start-
ing at 9 a.m. with Division 1
girls, smaller Class A schools
and Class B schools. Division
11 girls (Class A) are at 9:30
a.m., followed by Division ]
boys at 10 and Division 1l boys
at 10:30.

There is a $3 weekend
admission charge for cars
entering the Metropark with-
out a season pass.

-« The 13th annual Univer-
sity of Detroit Mercy Invita-
tional also will be Saturday at
Cass Benton Park in
Northville.

Meet director Guy Mur-
ray, the track and cross-coun-
try coach at UDM, said n
teams entered the collegiate
races.

The high school / open
division early entries include
Haze] Park, Plymouth Christ-
ian, Dearborn Edsel Ford, Gar-
den City, Trenton, Warren
Woods Tower, Southfield
Franklin Road Christian,
Southfield Christian and Novi,
the defending state boys
champion in A.

“It's the home course for
Novi,” Murray said. “Novi is
definitely the class of the
field” .

There will be three races,
starting with the high school /
open division at 10 am.

Murray, 32, qualified for
next spring’s Olympic Trials in
the marathon. The time
required is 2:22 or less, which
Murray did in June at Grand-
ma's Marathon in Duluth,
Minn., running 2:21:18,

Leave a message for Bev Eck-
man at (313) 222-2392 or
baeckman@aol.com.



Wildcats top Brighton, Moore breaks own record

By JASON SCHMITY
Sports Editor

There's no hiding the fact that they're
good. Boys' cross country coach Bob Smith
knows thal,

This year's team lacks the senlor leader-
ship that the state championship squad
had In 1998, but each one of the returnees
has the experience of 10 senlors thanks to
that title. And they're showing that early.

The Wildcats beat Brighton for just the
third Ume ever last week and went on to
perform better than any other team at the
University of Detroit Mercy Invilational at
Cass Benton laat Saturday.

No scores were kept at the Mercy Invite,
but Novt placed three in the lop seven and
their top five among the top 21 oul of more
than 300 runners taking part in the race.
The race was a bit unusual in that it was
one big race mixing boys and girls, high

school runners and non-high school run-.

ners all together. .
Novi had 13 career Cass Benlon personal

bests and 20 season Cass Benton personal
bests. Topping it all off, sophomore sensa-
tion Tim Moore shattercd his own Novi
course record in a time of 15 minutes, 57
seconds. That Ume was 11 seconds faster
than his time he ran two wecks ago and
helped him to a top finish among all the
runners.

Teammate Chris Toloff also ran well,
running his best time of 16:13 to take
third.

“If you take a look back 12 months ago,
Chris would be the man.” Smith said. “Over
the past year, .our school record has been
broken three times, and Chris’ 16:13 would
have been a record just a year ago.”
~ Mark Avenlus was scventh overall in a
time of 16:36, also a personal-best time.
Eric Walle came in at 17:08, which was
13th overall In the race. Steve Szwast

~-rounded out Novi's top five with a 21st
overall finish in 17:30. Twenty Wildcat run-
ners finishéd the race.

Finishing sixth for the ‘Cats was Mitch
Erickson at 17:39. Rounding out the top
nine were Dan Stevens (17:46), Nick
Bassitt (17:47) and Evan Foster (18:02),

“Three meets In five days §s just too
much,” Smith satd. “But because of the for-
mal of this meet, we feit we could use some
more big-meet experience. This meet (s
pretly lald-back and the kids really had
fun. It's a fun way to fulfill our coaching
needs.”

Smith satd that with the Oakland County
meet coming up, the invite served as prepa-
ration for the big race. e

NOVI 17, BRIGHTON 40

With Brighton's rich tradition In cross
country running, Smith was plcased to get
Just his third win ever over the Bulldogs,
again in a rout.

Novl took the top four places and showed
why. Desplte the loss of three of their top
five runners, Novi will again be the team to

beat in the Kensington Valley Conference

Moore ran the Bishop Lake course
16:12, which was 37 seconds faster th
tcammate and runnerup Toloff (16:4
Walle and Avenlus were the next two
cross the finish line In times of 17:03 &
17:07.

Brighton took the next two positic
before Bassitt sealed the deal witha o
enth-place finish in 17:47. Szwast w
sixth for Novi in 18:02 and Foster was |
seventh (18:17).

"It's always satisfying to beat Brighto
Smith sald. “They've seemed to have ¢
number for many, many years.”

Novi faced South Lyon Tuesday at C:
Benton (afler The Novl News' deadline) ¢
will compete in the Walled Lake West
Invitattonal Saturday morning at 10 a
Next Tueadsy the team wiil take on Hi
fand in a KVC matchup.

#
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Brighton No dice against Brother Rice. Correc-
tion — the Bulldogs are merely the state's best pub-
lic school soccer team. They went up against
parochial power Birmingham Brother Rice last
Tuesday. and lost 3-0...With a wink to the Andy
Dick song. Brighton's football team kept ownership
of the Little Brown Jug with its 34-0 whuppin' of
Howell. “We like to win big ball games,* Bulldogs
coach Bill Murray said. Except in November...The
two best tennis teams in the league met last
Wednesday. Brighton defeated Novi 5-3, the first
time that's happened in three years...

Rartland Lawn job snow fob. Eagles footbal)
coach Tab Kellepourey had a predictable scapegoat
following his team's overtime loss at Milford: The
Medta. Allegedly, three (former) Hartland football
players almost killed a Brighton man. dragging him
through the streets with their truck (resulting tn
severe head injuries, broken ribs, and a punctured
lungl. Tab said TV news types around the’ high
school made 1t difficult to practice Jeading up to the
Milford game. Meanwhile, charges against the four
Hartland High 11th-graders should come as soon as
their victim regains consciousness...

Howell Back tn business. Sarah Piepho 1s back
running point for Howell, which s bad news for the
rest of the Jeague's hoop squads. Had Piepho played
last year, the Highlanders likely would've been the
class of the KVC. Last Thursday in Howell's 47-37
win over Grand Ledge she scored 20 and sank five-
of-six throws in crunch time...Throw the name Eric
Walters in among the league’s best X-C runners. He
placed first in the Lansing Eastern Invite with a
time of 17:05.

Lakeland Things that make you go achoo. File
this under fronic. You'd figure the members of the
Eagles’ boys’ cross country team, a perennial state
power, would be the picture of health. And they are.
Except for that darn ragweed. Lakeland coach
Randy Wilkins said allergies have been slowing his

team down, with 10 kids on medication. But will the
rest of the KVC spare a tissue? Doubt it. In the
Eagles’ first league dual meet last Thursday they
beat Howell 19-40. Saturday they were third at the
West Bloomfield, er, Brother Rice Invitational at
Kensington, where Pat Kleln placed fourth at
16:36. ..

Milford It's like deja vu all over again. The last
name js the same. So is the position, as the third
singles players on Milford's tennis team. And 8o far,
freshman AnneMarie Jasienieck! Is undefeated, as
was older brother Kyle in his freshman year...For-
give Hartland High Schoo! if all James Bond novels
are banned from the school library. They've had it
up to here with Fleming. Ben. Milford's senfor tight
end, scored two touchdowns and deflected Hart-
land's final pass attempt in the Redskins 14-7, over-
time win... .

Novl Is this the year? The Wildcats edged South
Lyon 13-7 after stopping the Lions' Masrcus Schul-
melster on a 4th and 1 from the one. The win was
Novi's first over South Lyon since 1994, when kick-
er Jon Wroe booted a 31-yard fleld goal to edge

* South Lyon 22-2]... Sophomore Tim Moore contin-

ued to show why he has a jegitimate shot at a top
five finish at the state cross country meet this year.
He bettered his own Cass Benton school record by
finishing the Franklin Invite in a time of 15:57.

South Lyon Smokin® After a nondescript
effort in the league's preseason tournament, the
Lion’s golf team has blown up in the regular sea-
son. They're 3-0 in the KVC, last week beating
Novi on the Wildcats' course then knocking off
state-ranked Howell 153-154 at Salem Hills.

The big thing for South Lyon has been its
team depth. In recent matches it has gotten big
games from the likes of Justin Goyt, Dan Mer-
ritt, and Brian Downing. Goyt's 33 Monday
against Redford Thurson set a school record for
nine holes.




Brighton boys run to a first-place
Tinish at the Lansing Invitational

-y Scott Kelley
SPORTS EDITOR

Everybody around the Kensing-
.Jn Valley Conference has been
saying the Jeague is the toughest
#8 the state when it comes to boys’

"ss country.

Last week at the Lansing East-
ern Invitational, that was evident.
- teams expected 1o finish in

«. -.tddle of the pack In the KVC

nished first and second. out of 13
feams, at the meet.
= Brighton placed three runners in

¢ fifth through 10th spots to

core 32 points and take home
first place.
== Howell also did well, taking the
idividual top spot. and finishing

1 second place with 59 points.
East Kentwood was third with 69

ints, :

The win for Brighton was espe-
ally satisfying. considering its
lopsided Joss 1o Novi earlier in the
week. .

"It was nice to bounce back after

“It was nice to
bounce back after the
Novi massacre.”

Bob Ritsemna
Brighton boys coach

the Novi massacre.” Brighton
coach Bob Ritsema said. "We
didn't explode like | tHought we
would, but we packed together and
got the win.*

Brighton's Rich More} led his
team with a second-place finish
overall at 17:13. He was followed
by teammate Joe Wojle In fifth
place at 17:28. Kevin Gieriapp was
sixth at 17:29 and Eric Malkowski
in seventh for Brighton at 17:32.

For Howell. it was a great day for
top runner Eric Walters. He blew

away the rest of the field to take
first place overal at 17:05.

Howell also took fourth overall
with Brad Morgan running a time
of 17:24. Next for the Highlanders
was Austin Roth In eight place at
17:35. Jake Blakeslee was in 21st
place and Chris Strok followed in
25th place overall.

"In the girls’ race, Brighton also
put forth a great effort, but could
not make it a Bulldog sweep. They
were edged by Ann Arbor Pioneer
for the tpop spot. Pioneer scored
34 points, while Brighton took sec-
ond with 44 points. : ’

: The Bulldogs were led by Diana
Martin with a third-place overall
finish. Iris Slater began to get back
to her true form as she took fourth
with her best race of the young
season. Sophomore Stephanie
Kaulfersch finished in seventh
overall and Amanda Kinneer took
14th to round out the Brighton



Two of the best cross country
feams in the state — Brighton's
girls and Novi's boys — strutted
their stufl in Thursday's Kena-
fnglon Valley Conference dual
meet.

Brighton won the girlé" race In
a close battle at the Bishop Lake
course, 23-32. In the boys' race,
Novi took a convincing 17-40 vic-
tory.
*Dlana Martin ran a superb
race for us.” said Brighton coach
Gary Meehan. “We're looking for-
ward to a good season of run-
ning.”

. Martin won the race, hitting

Brighton girls get
past first big KVC test

the line at 20:27. Brighton also
took the fourth (Ryan Hittle.
20:44). fifth (Emily Monti, 20;53),
sixth (Stephanie Kaultersch,
21:20) and seventh places (Iris
Slater, 21:21).

As for the boys' race, Novi
swept the top four spots en route
to the easy victory.

Joe Wojie was first for
Brighton, taking Nfth place over-
all at 17:36. He was followed by
Eric Malkowsk! (sixth, 17:46),
Brad Pero (eighth, 17:55), Rich
Morel (10th, 18:05) and Kevin
Gienapp (1 1th, 18:08).

4y
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Marian’s girls like
a meet in the mud

By Bev Eckman
The Detroit News

Afier nunning in the Charlevoix
Classic Invitational, Birmingham
Marian's team stopped at a Lake
Michigan beach to wash up.

*“We kind of ook forward to
going up north to run through the
mud,” team captain Kelly Waldo
said this week “You run in mud
up to your waist, and then we go
to a beach to wash off. It's fun.”

Waldo, a junior, said she was
disappointed this year when she
had the flu Sept. u and ended up
as a timer instead of a mud run-
ner and is looking forward to
the “mud meet” next year.

“We take ah overnight team-
bonding trip, go and get muddy
and have a good time,” Marian
Coach John Dunn said.

The Classic's mud holes —
along with 2-foot steeplechase
jumps. log jumps and a hay-bale
mini-maze — are deliberate.

“We are trying to show the
fun of what cross country used
to be, the old European-style,
with barriers, obstacles, logs to
jump over,” meet director and
Charlevoix Coach Ken Plude
said. “We change it every year.”

Plude sets the course up on 33

4 acres he’s re-foresting.

The highlight, depending on
one’s affinity for rud. is a 20-foot
hole that starts out as a water haz-
ard and, long before all Goo-plus
athletes run through the knee-
deep water, turns into a mud hole.

Marian finished 15th out of 19
teams.

The top Meno area girls finish-
er was Troy Athens senior Cathy
Rin, who was ninth in 2302 The
top Metro boys were also seniors:
Andrew Czaplicki, Farmington,
1Bth in 19:40; Victor Serena, Troy
Athens, 3oth, 1048; and Andrew
Kenerson, Farmington, 30th, 2017,

Briefly
The Michigan 1999 High
Schoo!l Track & Field Yearbook is
out, compiled by Jeff Hol-
Jobaugh ‘It is available for g20
from )eff Hollobaugh, 2209 Inde-
pendence Bivd, Ann Arboz, 48504,
"« Walled Lake Central's Todd
Mobley is pant of the contingent
heading to Detroit Catholic Cen-
tral's Shamrock Invitational Satur-
day at the Shamrodis' home course,
Cass Benton Parfl in Northville.
CC Actionstars ar1oam.

Rankings

Compiled by the Michigan Inter-
scholastic Track Coaches Associ-
stion,

ClassA

1 Rockford; 2. Novi; 3. Grand
Ledge; 4. Traverse City Central
S Detrolt Catholic Central; 6.
Saline; 7. Milford; 8. Utica Eisen-
hower; 5. White Lake Lakeland;
1 Portage Northern.

Class B

1 Richland Gull Lake; 2. Big
Rapids; 3. Kkia; 4. Stockbridge; S.
Flint Powers; 6. Holland Christ-
ian; 7. Corunna: 8. Marysvilie: 9.
Petoskey; 10. Niles.

Class C

1 East Jordan; 2 Sandusky; 3.
Benzonia Benzie Central; 4.
Hemiock; S. Sanford Meridian; 6.
Breckenridge: 7. St Louis; 8.
Almont; 5. Bath; 10. Scottville
Mason County.

Cims D

1 Bear Lake; 2. Wolverine; 3. New
Buffalo; 4. Detroit Holy
Redeemer, 5. Litchfield; 6. Van-
derbilt; 7. Galien; 8. Lawrence; 9.

Fowler.

ClassA

1 Rockford: 2. Sterfing Heights
Stevenson; 3, Ann Arbor Pioneer;
4. Livonia Stevenson; 5. Portage
Central; 6. Grosse Pointe South;
7. Troy, 8. Romeo; 9. Saline; 10.
Traverse City West.

Cas B

1 Richland Gull Lake; 2 Rint
Powers; 3. W, Branch Ogemaw
Heights; 4. Whitehall; 5. Monroe
Jefferson; 6. Thomapple-Kellogg:
7. Jackson Lumen Christi; 8, Par-
ma Western; 9. Ludington; 10,
Haslett.

Class C

1 Kalamazo0o Hackett; 2. Benzo-
nia Benzie Central; 3. Pittsford: 4.
Blissfield; 5. Kent City; 6. Con-
cord; 7. Kalamazoo Christian; 8.
Laingsburg: 9. Grass Lake; 10.
Charlevoix.

Ciass D

1 Bear Lake; 2. Mendon; 3. North
Muskegon; 4. Fulton-Middieton;
5. Litchfield; 6. Wolverine; 7,
Buckley: 8 New Lothrop: 9.
Wyoming Tri Unity; 10. Atlanta.

Leave a message for Bev Eck-
man at (373) 222-3392 0r at
baeckman@aol.com.
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Novi sweeps
Western Invite

Tim Moore and Chris Totofl bat-
tled neck and neck for the top spot
at the Walled Lake Western Invita-
tional lasl Saturday.

And both came away winners.

Moore inished fAirst In a time of
16 minutes, 38 seconds o lead his
Novl freshmen/sophomore team-
mates to a win in thelr division.
Tololf. actually running in a differ-
ent race, finished first in the
junlor/senlor division in a time of
16:39. Both runners blew away
their flelds at the elght-team
Invite.

Toloff teamed up with Eric
Walle. Nick Bassill, Steve Szwast
and Evan Fosler to finish with 33
points, well ahead of second-place
Brother Rice (82 points). Weslern
was third with 84 points and
Northville finished fourth with 99.

Walle was second in the
Junior/senior division in a Uime of
17:23. Bassitt was seventh overall
in 18:08 and Szwast and Foster
were 10th and 13th in times of
18:30 and 18:54.

Dan Slevens, Eric Saurer and
Mark Avenius finished sixth
through elghth for Novi.

In the freshman sophomore
race, Milch Erickson took third
place In a ime of 18:25 and Todd
Foren was sixth overall In 18:47.
Rounding out the scoring for Novi
was Tim Kava (9th) at 19:12 and
Matt Harsha-Strong (11th) In
19:15.

Derek BuWalda (17th), Steve
Duda (21st) and Alex Kazanls
(22nd) were Novi's 6-8 runners.

Duda's time of 20:24 was the lone
season best for Novi in the meet.

“I really love this meet because
It allows kids that wouldn't nor-
mally finish fourth or fifth the
opportunity to do so,” Novi coach
Bob Smith sald. “You just can't
count on seven guys. if some guys
get injured or are sick, we've got
these guys who have been there
before and can step In. Nothing
beats expertence.”

. “Tololl is a remarkable runner,”
sald the coach. “If he and Tim
would have run head to head, who
knows what would have hap-
pened? A lot of people see him
playing second fiddle to Tim. but
as thelr coach. 1 see him being on
par with Tim Moore.”

NOV1 17, SOUTH LYON 46

A depleted South Lyon squad
was no malch for the defending
state champlons, but Smith found
a way to make this meet worth-
while for his runners.

He tried to have as many of his
runners beat South Lyon's lone
returning state qualifier (rom a
year ago. Ryan Roma.

Only Moore, Taloff and Avenlus
were able to, but Walle and Bassitt
were not far behind. Moore won
the race In 16:56, with Toloff and
Avenlus taking second and third
in times of 17:01 and 17:12.

Roma came In fourth place at
17:22 before Walle (17:30) and
Bassill {17:34) crossed the finish
line. Erickson and Szwast (inished
In 17:56 and 17:58 to give Novi
seven runners to break 18 min-

e
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- will be. He makes great runs and does a good job of

- getting in position to receive the pass. From there,
Mach is one of the best finishers in the league. He is
already leading the team this year with ten goals in
three games. Look for Mach to be a dominant player in
and outside the league this year.

8. Doug Rice

Brighton senior midfielder

This player has got to be one of the best ball han-
dlers in the state. Ofien in hockey a player who can
handle the puck well is said to have in on a string. The
same can be said when Rice has the ball. Rice does a
great job of weaving in between defenders with the ball
at his feet. Watching Rice with the ball is like watching

-39-99

There's a reason
to join in the sone.
fl breath of fresh air.

PLYIAL Playel. 31T 3L GO Uig VI all YUSRYVE Utal as
teammates Rzepka and Irimescu, but knows how o
score.

He's one of the hardest-nosed players you'll ever
meet, according to his coach.

11. Shaun Jordan

South Lyon senlor defender

A senjor fullback, Jordan has been an all-conference
sclection the past two seasons. As a furor he was hon-
orable mention all-state. The integral piece of South
Lyon’s veteran defense. Jordan usually marks the
opponent’s top scorer, a role for which he is certainly

pped.
*He’s one of the fastest players in the league.” South
Lyon coach Bill Stevanovic said.
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find a place
where your heart belongs
..home for the Holidays

l‘our:h for Novi in a 17-46
romp over KVC nval Somh

o holiday (D from the American
Lung Association of Michigan,
features the voices ond musicions
of Michigon performing fireside
fovorites ond fresh new tunes.

So lift yowr voice... for the
holidays, for the gift of beeath.

Call 1-800-543-LUNG
to order your copies of
Michigan Christmas Air.

AMERICAN

LUNG

ASSOCIATION.
of Michigon

."Ba H asststed on doth of
Novugoalsmanxmponam
-2-0 win over Hanland last

3 'He also assisted on one of
. Novi’s three goals against
g N&lford and scored two of

nNOvLS
ton Val.




daer ,
South Lyon ninth
at Holly Invitational

éoﬁth- Lyon _—’_
High School fin- Boys
tshed ninth out

of 19 teams in Cross

the large school .
division of the count
Holly Invitational ___ﬂ
on Saturday.

*The competition was just
incredible,” South Lyon coach
Scott Smith said. *It was like a
who's-who of cross country in
Michigan. To finish ninth was
respectable. We're short a couple
kids due to injuries, so this
should benefit us when we get
bealthy.”

Ryan Roma was South Lyon's
top finisher with a time of 17:03.

°l was really proud of his
effort,” Smith said. “This is our
regional course, and if Ryan
duplicates that effort in October
he should qualify for the state
meet.” .

Brian Lee ran the first sub-18
minute time of his career, finish-
ingin17:59. ° - :

A number of South Lyon run-

ners set personal best Hmes at |

Holly. tncluding Joe Frederick,
Gary Pennala, Matt Micks and
Nick Pearce. '

*It was a super performance by
Nick.” Smith said. “He dropped
25 seconds of his P.R to 18:16.°

Micks improved his P.R. by 56
seconds to 20:26. N

“"We have lots of really young
and first-year kids who are really
doing well,” S8mith sald. “We have
more depth than we usually do at
this time of the year.®

Last Thursday South Lyon ran
against Novi, and was reminded
why the Wiidcats are the defend-

tre@sem .. D R DX e =Y

.

“We have lots of real.
Iy young and first-
year kids who are
really doing well. We .
have more depth than
we usually do at this
time of year.”

. Scott Smith
South Lyon High School
. boys’ cross country coach

|
{ng state champions.Novi won 17-
46

* *We took a rather predictable
beating.” Smith said. “Novi is
jooking to defend its title, and
proved to be fantastic. It's an
honor to compete with them.”

One of those competitors was
Roma, who broke up Novi's top
five with a fourth-place time of
17:22. Rounding out South
Lyon's top five were Lee (18:09).
Pennala {18:11), Bob Najduk
{18:19), and Pierce (18:41).

Paul broke the 20 minute mark
for the first time, and almost
‘beyond, with a time of 19:07,

. *We knew we'd take our Jumps
fearly in the season,” Smith said.
**But we've maintained a good
attitude and are working

‘the end of the season. Our focus
fs on late October.”



Career-best
times are
everywhere

By JASON SCHMITY
Sports Editor

Not every meet can be a
tremendous challenge to the
boy's cross country team. But

" every meet can be another
learning experience for the
team.

Such was the case last Tues-
day (Sept. 21) in an 18-45 dual-
* meet win over Hartland. Novi
coach Bob Smith knew the meet
wasn’t going to be close, but
gave his teamn a game plan. And
they played it out perfectly.

The Village Elementary course
at Hartland was flat and fast.
and because of the nice running
conditions, 16 Novi runners set
career-best times. |

Chris Toloff won the race in a
time of 15 minutes, 49 seconds
and was followed across the fin-
, 18h line by Tim Moore, who
' came in at 15:52.

After Hartland's top runner
squeezed in there, Nick Bassitt
and Mark Avenius strolled
across the finish line in 16:40
and 16:43. In the next “mini
pack™ was Eric Walle and Mitch
Erickson at 17:05 and 17:06.
Evan Foster and Steve Szwast
were the next two in at 17:10
and 17:14.

“We used this meet as an
opportunity to run as a unit,”
Smith said. “The kids have to
sacrifice a lttle bit when you do
that, and these guys were will-

Continued on 3
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lngtodothat‘ PR ‘
. Smith said Walle sacrlﬁeed
some time off of his finish to
help out sopbomore Miich

together, and finished one
second
~“Eric Walle and Mark Ave-
nius were the unsung heroes
of this meet,” the coach said.
*Mitch (Erickson) is our
young talented sopbomore.
and Eric could have broken
17 minutes, but he helped
Mitch along in the race. ]
think that’s going to help
_ Mitch out in the future.”
- Toloff's time was five sec-
onds better than his previous
career best set last year at
the Michigan International

Moore's time was ope second
“{ think Tim and Chris

they're premier runners in
the state,” the coach said.

Erickeon. The two ran .

. -alower than his time at MIS. -

proved themselves that -

L‘Ihgy know they are top 25

Toloff and Moore
leadmg Wlldcats

-vC R L

+ Bassitt’s ‘ti.rne was a career
best. as was Erickson’s Fos-

ter's and Szwast's. Also set-
ting career-best times were
Todd Foren (17:46), Eric

‘Saurer {17:47), Tim Kava

{17:58). Matt Harsha-Strong
(1B:01), ' Steve Sbubert

{18:44), Ryan Slater (18:58),

Steven Duda {19:01}, Alex
Kazanis (19:04), A.J. Mac-
donald {19:25), Derek
BuWalda (19:28) and Scoft
Rettman (20:53).

* On Tuesday, Novi compet-
ed in its toughest dual meet
to this point agalnst Milford
{after The Novi News' dead-
tine). Smith has felt that that
mee! may decide the winner

‘of the regular-season KVC
‘Speedway at the state finals, 4le.

The team will compete at
tbe Redford Union Invitation-

-al this weekend and will take

'a week off competition before
taking part in the Oakland
County meet Samrday {Oct.

.9)
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fairly comfortable The Wildcats'
Chris Toloff (15:57) and Tim
+Moore (11%:14_) mkdtg.e m two
. !aqg as ow, en Class
{i’A state champion, scared 36 painta.
*This was a low-key meoet, but
sometimes that’s thk:y best,” Smith
saifl. “Jt gives us some training
ideas. Our sights are really to see
-Who's ip the top seven.” ‘

: Novi had six runners among

%the top 16 with Mark Avenius
(fourth), Nick Bassitt (14th) and
Mng: Erickson &5&1) complet-

. e pooring with Steve -

L ?'éwm an‘;eﬁydd Foren dlose

: behind them. Eric Walle, who

wdidn't compete Saturday, is also &

¥ solid:nmner. R
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*" " Phese da ‘tixére's'alutoftalk apeamacesdemonsmt'ethe

ptains’ success and this week
was further validation of
Moreites’ achievernent.

*We've improved steadily since
T've been there,” he said of his
fourth season, “and (Thursday)
-night was our 50th win gince I've
g::n thmfz:th bagically a car-

COpy o ear, Against
g la eg really well”
. iggest problem this
seasop has 3ts tendency to
startelow. -

“Td like us to start o a game
strong and not put pressure an our-
selves ip the half” he aaid
B Auburn Hills Avondale is also
o a roll, having won a achool
record five in a row. The biggeat
test of that streak ahould have

: amelgstmudsymst

The Yellow Jackets appeared to

be up to the challenge unti) the

rains came midway through the
The game was d-

first

¢ Daglnger and juniar - -ed with Avopdale leading 1.0 and
wstopper Bep Sobczak they have  wil) be
:‘Ke:mring ing for Dy » .o« Avondale will also be tegted

resumed on Oct. 21.

when it faces Bloomfield
Hills Andover, wnith is rolling
through OAA Division [V,

— MARK SNYDZR

Theyll all be a force in the com-
ing weeks, including at Saturday’s
Osakland County meet, where
Novi hope to defend its title.

“We're pretty much on par as
last year,PSmlth said. “Oakland
County will be a real good test.
That will be a real barometer to «
see how we fare in real big
meets.”

8 Novi's girls are also in the
Oakland County meet title bunt.
The Wildcats won the Redford
Union Invitational with 41 points.
Freshman Nina Schmitt took
second ip 20:14, but senior
Eristin Echols, who took fourth
in 20:30, has been a mainstay on
the varsity squad since her fresh-
man vear. Her rience will be
a factor in the Wildcats’ fortunes
the rest of the season.

— MARVIN GOODWIN

MYGGIIIT 9 |J\

W West Bloomfield coach Ty
battiing multiple myeloma, EkES
but isn't slowing down

By MARVIN GOODWIN

Of The Oaxiahc Press

This weekend, up to 1,000 boys
and girls will compete in varsity
and junior varsity competition at
the 40th annual Oakland County
KO?ss Counnﬁ gx:mpionships at

nsington Metropark.

On the 5,000-meter course, run-
ners, while mfor individua)
and team a , will all experi-
ence varying degrees of discom-
fort and pain. :

. _It's the nature of & sport where T
pb{vgica]mfexhausgon corlitends o
with comfort and complacency i 1ne Opugna i
& mental struggle played through. Bloon
out the race. West

Overcoming the pain is thekey  the courpe.
and preparing mentally is the More the
objective, according to meet direc  wag diagno
tor Lee Avel:ill. . myeloma, s

*Alot of kids come out for high 41 had s
schoo] sports and they don't " he recal
errd to have any pain” he said. news. 9
“When they get some, it's 8 nega-  jt. Byt my#!
tive thing, anything ab

Sparky Anderson, former ever ] cantr
Detroit Tigers baseball manager, To be sure
once sajd “pain don't burt™in a competition,
dever but clumsy oxvmoron about country ras
Egersb?ggingoutofthelineup will to win

use of a ghight injury.

But most coaches would agree.  hospital) for
Overcoming the barrier of pain in ioure i
cross country is the key to success.  he said. “Yoo

Averill, West Bloomfield's cross  mentally”
country coach, has spent some 38 For Averil
years coaching. He's beep associ-  his back. Hit
ated with the Oakland County after visita
meet almost as Jong and he recog-  to find cut w.
nizes the mental struggle of pain  illness waso
for runners on the course, and Eventually
through his own experiences of ~ istat theUn

T

[nis.quest ¢

W
osmo might be on to !
something bere.

Ever sice I suck- We Rock
ered Farmington Hills w0, Ke

arrison fEb beSE o
ball coach Pete Mant!'e an Y JOHN PL
ing cronies at Warber SHELDON o

ooa .

Middle School to gu$" ¥Tite &
Kosmo column, peoj.t Srer, We have
where have beep cl:!:‘ :,w for dent

f - We have
the opportuntiy to tye Pearl Jam ]
Pontiac Notre Ds(":na public- .If‘l.lwnln
cross country coact Mark Murphy rectable
address announceyjeg Pearl Jam g poy iy
15 offering four bothe gpportunity  piing Metzy -
zxﬁgaa ffor dayihne Kozb . between B
Kosmo for e t one, bul
Monster was al “ver (Orrinrd ta)
when I called hit
pumber during 3
p.m. business he
anyone to answ

also left his hos
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Mark Avefﬁus bas worked st Wendy's

. since May, but don't ask him what the -

urgers taste like,

*] eat the pitas, but no burgers” Avenius ’

P

isaid proudly. *They baven't gotten to me
yet” '
Drawing on that discipline, Avenjus and.

. his teammates at Novi are poised tomake a
run at a second consecutive Class A title.
. *"We have a lot to defend and this team”.
won't be hidden like we were last year,” ~
said Avenius, who has a 8.6 grade-point -

'

sverage. *We worked hard last year, but
we need to keep the determination. '

Winning the title last year meant beat-
ing powerhouse Rockiord, 82-87. It came as
a surprise to some, but not to Robert
Smith, who is coaching the Wildeats for the
19th season. -

“We have a lot of respect for Rockford,
and two weeks before the state meet they
beat us at the Gabrie] Richard Invitational,”
said Smith, a physicaleducationandbusiness
teacher at Novi. “But we came away from
that meet feeling like we could run with them.
We just kept getting better, and then we had
8 great team effort at the state meet.”

Novi has another deep team, even
though it lost the seventh and eightb finish-

pherson to Michigan State.

Sophomore Tim Moore and junior Chris
Toloff already have run under 16 minutes at
Cass Benton Park, one of the area's most
challenging eourses.

Other top runners on the 26-member
squad include juniors Avenius, Eric Walle

Compited by Jeft H
BOYS TOP 25

1. Dathan Rezenhwin Rockford
2. Jake Fiynn Barzie Central
3. Angy Marsh : Gnnd Laage
4. Kurts Mariows - Richiang Gui Lake
§. Ryan Cole s Srford Meridan
6. Chris Toloft . Mowvi
7. Ten Moore . Novi
8. Tm Ross - ¥
'in mep’ T s‘awuu«bw
10. Insten inBw

11. Justn Biskely Rapids
12. Yom Greenless “ Milford
13. David Sape . Ciarkston -
4. AndyMartn ¢ - .. Rockiors
15. Jason Stover | * -Williamston
1?. DemkByme . P ) hsdcaam
17. Aaron Rogers Barrien Springs
18. Mike Gray e Santoro-Meridian
19. Jacob Crowe . . Grand Ladge
20.John Hughes Traverse City Comea!
21%Pa. Nieczewiecki Agrign
22 %Sean Moore . Salme
gg. Justin Perez - mm
25. Kevin Sule Homiock

pySCOTTTALLEY ° 7+
-~ .map a couple of years ago,” Smith said “He
_WES our go-to guy, 8 real big-meet runner.

-

ers from last year’s finals — Avenius’ -
brother, Kevin, and Dan Christopherson. -
Kevin went to Notre Dame and Christo- -

. and Steve Szwast; senjor Nick Bassitt; and

sophomores Mitch Erickson and Tedd
oren. - . ;. :
“Kevin Avenius really put us back on the

“And then Christopherson really
emerged last season. He never came out
and said this, but he showed that hey, 1 can
run with Kevin. . .

“Now wé have a whole group of kids who
feelthat they can run with the runnerinfront
of them, and that pushes everyone along. Our
goal this year was torunas a ’

One of the leaders of the pack is Walle, a
tri-captain, . p ot
“My job as a captain is to just keep the
team focused,” said Walle, a 8.98 student
who has been running road races since the
fifth grade.“We have to remember that we
cannot afford to not train hard on any given
day, because that day we take off could be
the state meet.”

Novi is prepping for the Nov. 6 state
finals with a tough dual meet schedule. Its
Kensington Valley Conference rivals in-
clude White Lake Lakeland, which won
Class A titles in 1996 and '87; and Brighton,
the '95 Class A champion.

And it won't be easy Saturday when
Novi attempts to defend its Oakland Coun-
ty title at Kensington Metropark.

*Winning the Oakland County champi-
onship last year really gave us a lot of
confidence,” Smitb said. “Probably the best
eollection of cross-country runners in the
state are in Oakland County.” i

Said Mark Avenius, who began training
afler track season and no longer resembles
the mediocre runner of his middle school
days: “It's 8 lot of hard work, but if you
plow through all that, once Nov. 6 rolls
around, it's all worth it.”

SCOTT TALLEY can be reached ot 18-222.5168.

CROSS-COUNTRY INDIVIDUAL RANKINGS

GIRLS TOP 28
1. Emlly Anderson Marguette
4. Linsey Biatagell Rocitord
&, Emily Blakesiso . .. Pocxtord
* 6 Jamie Krzyminski # ..« Connra
* 1.Kgte Anderson | Merguetts
amam-;_ ’ . Rochester Adams
:bm Livonia Stevenson
. Mame Smilsy Steriing Heights Stevenson
13. Nora Coliigan * - " Rockiord
14. Crotssa Loomis - . Traverse Ciy West
35, Duriole Ouivar ey oo
. Danielle : Miadieviile
17. Jordan Hartmann . Rocikiord
18. Melasa Miker < . Portiand
18. Karen Leroy Oxtord
. Courtney Meskaer ¢ Rochester
21. Michelie Suszek Alpsna
22. Lauren Fairdanks Rogers Cry
23. Brittany Baligrd Migiand
24, Avn Zuelke Grand Haven
25. Caryn Witarson Benpie Central
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Brlgbton The BuJJdogs tmms
“learn finished the conference
lar season undefeated, with a 7-1
win over Hartland and 6-2 win

©  Milford last week ... Last
T .eday the KVC's best soccer
38, Brighton and Novi, met.
Nothing was decided, thanks to a
0-0 tie. What is this, the World
~Cup? Brighton remains undefeat-

Bastland Don't take Eagles soc-
fxer player Scott Greene before the
House Commitiee on Un-American
activities just yet. He may have
earned his citizenship last Friday
=when he booted a school-record
$2-yard field goal in the Eagles'
35-0 homecoming win against

Bavell Mﬂ!ord footba.l] coach
¥ike Shearer didn't think his
tearn did a poor job agatnst High-
_Landers star running back Joe

-arpenter. There was only so
Duch they eould do. *He's our
game-breaker,” Howsll coach Jokn
Dukes said. “You get him the ball
“snough and he'l score.” That he
3id. twice, with a 68-yard recep-
tion and and 38-yard run. Howell
| won 22-14 ...

‘eland Since 1982 the
s have been one of the top

2d m the league -

three teams at the Oakland Coun-
ty Boys' Cross Country Champi-
onship. Only twice during that
span have they not been first or
second.

Milford Burt things are about to
get interesting for the basketball
team, which is owTently 10-0 but
has been seriously challenged just
once, by Neorth Farmington. Now
comes the bulk of the conference
schedule, with three straight
agatnst Novi, Howell and Lakeland.

Kovl Both the Novi boys and
girls coss country teams wun the
Redford Union Invitational last
Saturday. The meet featured seven
boy's teams and six giri's
who all call Cass Benton their
bome course. The girl's team won
despite three of thelr five girls
missing the invite because of
homecoming activities. Chris
Talaff won the boys race in a per-
ognsa71-best Cass record time of
18:57 ...

Sotutk Lyon PBrighton is going
to make the state football playofis.
Just not on the back of South
Lyon. In one of the state’s biggest
games, the Lions knocked off
undefeated Brighton 22-21. Niek
Younee kicked the game-winning
field goal with 3:32 to play.

FNow Iooks good

going into OC meei"“:

,‘..)':, DI

“The largst high school u-ms

"selvec should make up the zop

country meet in the Unfted five”

States of America will be held
this Saturday at Kensington
‘Metropark. With .acarly 60
- schools competing. Lakeland
boys’ coach Randy Wilkins s
only bali-joking when he says
ope of the keys to the race’is
not lost. -

Lakeland has finished in the
top three st the county meet
since 1982, And only twice dur-
ing that period bave the Eagles
placed third (1o 1985 and 1980).

Rmosthefzvomeon the boys'
side?

*it's open,” Wllkins said.
“Ciarkston ran pretty well last
weekend. H should be them and
Novi In first and second. 1f we
bad everyone bealthy, we'd be
right there, too. But Eric Jed-
pyak 16 just getring back from a
oprained ankle. He'll run this

week, dut he's not.at full

"hovls the run-away [avorite.”
Milford coach Brian Salyers
sajd. “Clarkston, Lakeland,

‘Walled Lake Central and our- .

Novi won this meet for the
{irst time ever last year, and
went on t©0 win the state cham-

onship. .

The top indhvidua) runners en
the boys' side will be Miliord's
Tom Greenless, Lakeland's Pat
Klein. Tim Moore and Chris
Tolofl of Novl. David Sage from
Clarkston and Todd Mobley of
Walled Lake Central.

Salyers sald hils girls’ team
‘should finish fourth or fifth.
Bul, without top runner Katie
Rramer, it would be a difficult
task to place higber than that.
The best teams will likely be
Troy. Lake Orion. Novi, Milford,
Rochester Adams and Troy

The 'top fndividual runners
Jook to be two-time defen

‘state champ Katie Boyles from

Rocbester Adams. Courtney
Meeker from Rochester, Karen-
Leroy of Oxford. Amanda Lee of
South Lyon, Kristyn Kern from
Lakeland and Novi's Kristin
Echols and Nina Schmitt, .
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[- 2t's hard not to compare this ' | in what was Novi's first “real”
Jyear's boys' croes country team chalienge thus far in the Kens--
1o Jast year's state champions. - fngion Valley Conference, the |
So far, though, this year's Redskins offered little challenge
equad has perforined every bit  on the scoreboard when all was
as good as last year's team. And salidanddone, v . .
thisteam has bad todo t with  ~We were playing the num-:
alleyesuponthem. -~ " - - Ders game,” Smith said. “We
- The Wildcats won the Redford imew that If four of thelr guys
Union jovitational in easy fash-  got ahead of our top three, we
fon last Saturday despite miss-~ eeresunk® . - .-
ing ane of thelr top five run- - Fortunately for Smith, none
oers. Eric Walle. Novi finished  «of the Milford ninners were abie
with a meet-low S6 points, fol- 4o get In front of Novi’s top five. |
fowed by Livonis Churchill {74) Tom Greenless, the Redskins’
 and North Farmington {82). top runner. pulled out of the
‘Dearborn {90), Northrille (146). Face at the 2 1/4 mile mark.
Redford Union {148) and Livo- . with a sore foot. That left the
nia Frankiin {151) rounded out. door open for Mocre and Tolofl
the seven-team field. - . ‘to caast to the finigh line. 1
Chris Tolofl won the rare b e~ Moore won the race fn yet
Cass Bepton career-best time of apother school-record time of
IS5 minutes, 57 seconds. It was  15:45. I( was the third time this
the first sub-16 minute time at ecason he's broke the record.
Cass Benton for the junior. " Toloff coasted to a second-
Teammate Tim Moore was finish in 16:2]. Smith said his
eecond io a Hme of 16:15 and  top two used teamwork to nun
Mark Aventus was third on the against Greenless, who s
tearns and fourth overall in rapked as bigh as sumber
16:39. - - - three in the state by cross
‘With Walle out of the lineup country writers. )
with a {ender knee, Nick Baasitt ©°  “They both kept up with
led a four-man Novi pack by him™ Smith said. “In fact. be
finishing 14th overall tn 17:18. was neve leading in the race”
Following him were Mitch'  Toloff took the early lead.
Ertckson {15th) in 17:23, Steve {ending off Greenless. before
Szwast (16th) in 17:23 and Moore took over midway
“Todd Foren {16th) {n 17:27. it through the race. Greenless
was Foren who found out on dropped out when he started
the bus ride over to Cess Ben- ~ haring pains in his foot due to
ton that be would be rumning tn & sptke that had punctured the
the varsity ineup. - - sole of his cleat. - . 1
.71 d1dn’t Jet him know until - “] think ft really assisted in
"the last minute,” Novi coach our confidence,” Smith said of
Bob Smith sald. “He stepped  his kid's race against Green-
Tight tn and proved he'’s one of dess. “Now I'm feeling better |

S S

- .
.

gh:gmwe'nmnﬁngunm that we can run with him. {
thefuture™ - .0 . . *We were ready. This team
.* The 36 were a bit more  bas a mindset They feel they

D the coach thought his
woild acore, but he &dnt
q k bts teamone bit. - - -

_ ™%hen we got there, we real-
428 there were some quality
feamns at the meet.” be said.

'§° Although scores were not

kept for the jurdor varaity race,
ovi would have won that oo,
van Foster and Eric Saurer
Tan 1-2 for the ‘Cats, finishing
In times of 17:52 and 17:59.
FTim Kava was fifth tn the race
18:22), and Matt Harsha-
rong {16:30) and Derek
uWalda (18:33) were eighth
iothintheemee. - - .

* 'Wale finished third for Novi

.@reds good as las! year's team.”

-4n 16:52. Aventus {17:18) and
Baasitt (17:23) rounded out the
top five in the race. Afier a pack
of four Milford runmers cams in,
Erickeon {17:57) came tn and
Srwast (18:02) finished 12th to
round sut the top seven. .

“The win leaves Novi a perfect
4-0 1o KVC duals with only
Howell and Lakeland
on the schedule. The team will

-campete tn the Oakland County
eet this Saturday. The team
won the meet for the Arst time
20 schoo!l history iast year.
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Clarkston, Adams earn county titles
Oct 10 1999 12:00AM By By MARVIN GOODWIN Sports Writer

MILFORD — Great expectations have followed Clarkston’s senior-dominated
boys cross country team since they were sophomores. The Wolves, though,
have had more letdowns than accomplishments as the window of opportunity
began closing in the successive years.

Now, in the final season for most of the group, they're beginning to assert
themselves. David Sage took third place, leading five runners in the top 25, as
the Wolves won the 40th annual Qakland County Cross Country championships
Saturday at Kensington Metropark.

Walled Lake Central's Todd Mobley was the individual boys winner and Tom
Greenless of Milford was second in the 5,000-meter race. Rochester Adams, led
by three-time champion Katie Boyles, took the girls crown with 85 points and
Novi, led by freshman Nina Schmitt (eighth), was second with 144,

Matt Haver took eighth, Brett Quantz was 20th, Kevin Breen was 24th and Dan
Burke was 25th as Clarkston finished with 80 points, toppling defending
champion Novi, second with 85. Milford took third with 120.

Clarkston was self-assured when it arrived at the fog-shrouded park early in the
morning. “It's probably the best team race we've ever run,” Sage said, “and it
shows, finally, with our group of seniors ... we're finally here at the right time and
ready to do great.”

Novi, whose Chris Toloff, Tim Moore and Eric Walle finished in the top 10, was
set to pack another county title away. But Kevin Avenius, normally the Wildcats'
fourth runner, dropped out midway through the race because of a calf injury.

“l knew we were sunk,” Novi coach Bob Smith said. “You can contro! a lot of
variables (in coaching), but you can't control injuries. “My hat’s off to the
Clarkston team. They've been gunning for this for years. They capitalized and
they were ready.”

Sage ran with a tight lead pack that included Greenless, Toloff, Moore, Mobley
and Lakeland's Pat Klein until Mobley, who had shoe problems moments before
the start of the race, broke free midway through the race and won in 16:00.2.

*“i got to the starting line just in time,” Mobley said. “The first mile seemed
chaotic. | tried to calm myself down.”

In the girls race, Boyles yielded an early lead to Berkley's Jaclyn House, but it
lasted only about a2 mile. Boyles eased past House, sneaked a quick look at her
opposition and stretched her lead the remainder of the race. She finished in
:h 9:35. vi'gilgsKaren LeRoy of Oxford took second in 19:31 and House finished

ird in 19:56.

“l just wanted to see where everyone was,” said Boyles, who wobbled briefly

& WV &

.../newsstory.cfm?newsid=8914&title=%3Cfont%20color%3Dblue%3EClarkston%2C%20Ada 10/11/99
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while looking back. “I'm pretty happy. The time wasn't the best, but | can
definitely go a lot faster.”

it was the first girls county crown for the Highlanders since 1987, according to
coach Budd Cicciarelli, who was confident the Highlanders could do well. “It
surprised them, but it didn’t surprise me,” he said.

Shannon Stanley took ninth, Andrea Moreland was 14th, Kellie Byme was 27th
and Chelsea Gottshall was 34th fo round out the Highlanders' scoring.

Courtney Meeker and Leigha Christian, who were fourth and fifth respectively,
led Rochester, which finished third with 159 points.

Current Opinions
Oct, 10 1999 Mark Avenius is a vital clog in Novl's team, and with him
Novi would have won the county title. But as Novi coach Bob smith said,

hats off to Clarkston and their very good team. Novi should finish 1 or 2
along with Rockford at the state meet!
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Cross Country

Redemption Song
October 12, 1999

Chris Toloff — Novi High cross country

HT: 5-foot-6

WT: 117 pounds

AGE: 17

DOB: 8/20/82

SIBLINGS: Sister, Amanda, 13

YOUTH SPORTS: Soccer

FAVORITE SCHOOL SUBJECT: Math

FAVORITE TV SHOW: ESPN

FAVORITE BRADY: Peter

FAVORITE PREGAME MEAL: Oatmeal or pasta

FAVORITE FAST-FOOD RESTAURANT: McDonald's

FAVORITE VERSION OF POTATO: Mashed

gREAM DATE FOR THE PROM: Singer Kelly
rice

SPORTS FIGURE YOU ADMIRE MOST: Alexel

Lalas
ELVIS — DEAD OR ALIVE: No

Last Tuesday, Novi High School harrier Chris
Toloff didn't run well against Milford, the defending
stale champions. Toloff finished the course in
16:20 seconds, a time mos! prep runners would
love. Nonetheless, Toloff wasn't too happy, since
he was slowed by leg cramps.

So, on Oct. 2 in the Redford Union Invitational, Toloff redeemed himself.

"He broke 16 minutes on our home course, which is difficult,” says Novi
coach Robert Smith. "He's been running very hot.”

For Toloff, the comeback performance was expected.

"Four days before, | had a bad race," says Toloff. "l just felt good (at
Redford Union) and | kept my drive on. My goal was to win and win by a
good amount.”

Toloff isn't cocky or boisterous, he just has faith in his abilities.

*l just believe in myself and | think a lot in the pre-race,” says Toloff. "l just
stay confident in the race.”

http://www.schoolsports.com/article.asp?ArticleID=1770&RegionID=12
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Success breeds confidence, and Toloff is a winner. Besides having 8
15:49 personal best in cross country, he aiso ran one leg on Novi's 3,200-
meter relay team that finished second in the state track and field meet last
season. Though he's only a junior, Toloff entered this season as one of the
state’s top relumees in cross country.

*l look at the athletes from last year, lots of leading [runners] have
graduated,” says Smith. “Chris has seemed to have improved a
tremendous amount. He's kicked it up a noich this year.”

Toloff's formula is simple: Set achievable goals.

*You have to believe in yourself,” says Toloff, “and know what goals are
[reachable).”

— Eric T. Pate

Laddll o o g o s gl

it lKc::u know of 8 good high school sports story worthy of this section or any
other coverage in 1899-2000, let us know.

Click here to see more articles in Cross Country
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Avenius drops out, Novi still finishes 2nd at Oakland

- By JASON SCHMITT
Sports Editor
To win the big lnvllntlonale. almest everything
has to go right.
And everything did not go right for the Novi boys
at last Salurday’s Oaldand County meet at Kens-
tnglon Metropark.

¢ halfway poini. dropping out of the race and leaving
* Novi with a lot of catching up (o do. They made up
+, some of the ground, but fell just short of Clarkston,
: who won the county title with 80 pointa. Novl fin-
+ Ished second wilh 85 poliits.
' Tim Moore and Chris Toloff finished fourth and
+ filth in the race and Eric Walle finishied a solld sev-
. enth to give Novi the kind of start it needed.

Mark Avenius pulled up with a sore calf at the’

P P A T N

“He was right there when Mark
dropped out, and he knew he had to
make up for him.”

Bob Sméth,
owi boys” cross country coach

*Nick (Bassitt) really had a good race,” Novi coach

Bob Smith sald.

“He was right there when Mark dtoppcd out, and

he knew he had (o make up for him.*

Bassltt finished 30th overall in a career-best time

W -y 0'0.____

of 17:29, eclipsing his previous best by :45 sec-
onds. Mitch Erickson then became the No. five run-
ner and took 39th place In a time of 17:41,

Moore and Tolofl were In a pack of six elite run-

" ners, keeping pace with some of the state’s best.

Todd Mobley of Walled Lake Central won the race
and Tom Greenless of Milford was srunner-up. '
David Sage of Clarkston wae third, followed by
Novi's fandem. Moore finished (n 16: lz and Tolefl
tn 16:27.

Walle surprised many by slicking rigltt behind .
the lead pack, all by himself, for much of the race.

“To be honest with you 1 dldn't think he'd do that
well,” Smith satd.,

“But he's just improved by letpo and bounds. He
was just behind that lead pack .

Steve Stwast was Novi's sixth runner and fin:
ished 56th overall tn 18:00.

“This Is a testimony of how good of &’ program wy
really have,” Smith sald about the second-place fin
tsh AT:‘hou:. one onlnhl:;::p runnere.

“Although we runner-up, it's something
to brag about.”

Smith sald that his team really wanted to wir
this moet, but he's happy Avenlus dectded o drog
cut instead of further tnjuring his leg.

Milford Nnished third (n the race and Lakeland
was fourth, showing just how strong the Kensing:
ton Valley Conference really (.

In the junior vassity race, Todd Foren finishet
third in 18:02, BﬂeSnummtlnhcmalllnu

. time of 18:18.

- o ¢ - -~.....-—I-IL @I et irtan LA . . ',.— .
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Guys win Gabriel Richard Invite

By JASON SCHMITY

. Sports Editor

I 1U's beginning to sound like a broken
record that Novi continues to win. win, win all
of iis cross-counlry meets, then coach Bob
Smith 1a hoping It becomes a classice,

The Wildcals overpowered (he rest of the fleld
at the Gahriel Richard Invitational this past
weekend, knocking off tough teams such as
Grand Blanc (second) and Saline (third). Novi
finished with 65 points despite the fact that

. Mark Avenlus dropped out of the race with a
- sore calf. IU's the second-straight big meet that
Aventus has pulled up hurt.

But thal didn’t stop Novi, who had tep-notch

. performances from Chris Toloff (first in 16
* minutes, four seconds) and Tim Moore (second

in 16:05). Also grabbing a top-five finlsh was

: Erlc Walle {fifth in 16:53), who has really
- beconmte an elite runner for this Wildcat team

over the last few weeks.

“Both Walle and (Nick) Bassitt are really
kicking It up a notch lately.,” Smith sald. “It's
thal time of the year where some kids make a
mental decision If they want to step It up a
notch or not.”

Bassilt was 20th overall In a thme of 17:21,
while Mitich Erickson and Evan Foster finished
up the varsity lineup with 37th and 52nd-place
Anishes. Erickson ran a 17:53 and Fosler had
an 18:11. Reserve runners Steve Szwast and
Todd Foren ran a 17:51 and 18:06 for thelr
team.

“We raced the second half of the race really
smart,” the coach sald. "Our kids stayed
focused and raced the whole race through, We
were a Hittte concerned about the meet because
we knew very little aboul some of the teams
that were here, teams ltke Grand Blanc.®

There were 19 teams in all for the boys’ race.
Novi scored 65 points and Grand Blanc {81)
and Saline (99} fell into the next two slots.

NOVI 22, HOWELL 34

Walle ran an all-time best to lead Novi to
another important Kensingion Valley Conler-
ence win. His time of 16:38 was his best ever
and his win was the Nrst of his career as a
Wildcat. Teammates Moore and Toloff were
alongstde him at the finish and were a second
behind oMctatly.

Howell placed the next three runners before
Novi finished it off with Bassitt taking seventh
(17:24) and Foster Anishing ninth (17:50). Also
running varsity for Novi was Sxwast (17:55)
and Ertckson {18:08).

The win moved Novl to a perfect 5-0 In
league meels, a win above Milford (4-1) and
Lakeland (4-1), who Novi faced Tuesday (alter
The Noul News' deadline). The team will have
this weekend off before facing all of the KVC
Monday at the conference meet. Novi will be
defending their conference champlonship of a

year ago.




By MARVIN GOODWIN
Of The Gakiand Prass

MILFORD TWP. — As the
defending boys cross country
Class A state champion, Novi's
reign has been shaky at times
this season.

The favored Wildcats took sec-
ond at the Kensington Valley
Conference meet Monday at
Kensington Metropark, a couple

" of weeks after taking second at
the Oakland County meet at the
same site. In both cases, most
observers favored the Wildcats,

Although Lakeland won the
meet title with 49 points, the
Wildcats still defended their
league crown with their combined
dual meet performance — they

were 6-0, while Lakeland was 4-2

— and league meet finish, Novi
acored 61 points in the league
meet,

Tim Moore was second in 16:13

for the 5,000-meter course and
Chris TolofT was third in 16:39 to
lead Novi.

“We would've liked to have won
(the league meet),” Novi coach
Robert Smith said, “but you can't
hit every meet perfect. You can

TUESDAY OCTOBER 26° 1999

Novi second, but defends KVC title

Mitford’s Tom Greenless (left) and Katle Kramer both finished first

only go to the well eo many times.
We wanted to win the league.
That was one of our cbjeclives.
How we did it, it didn't matter”
Novi lost only one meet last
year, but Smith still feels confi-

dent guing into Saturday’s region-
al, particularly with Mark
Avenius rounding into shape.

“(Avenius) finished his first race
in four tries,” Smith said. “He was
really the difference.”

Lakeland’s boys soared as Pat
Klein (fourth), Brian Theut (fifth)
and C.J. Hadding (ninth) led the
Eagles.

“Basically, we were looking
ahead to Saturday (regionals),”
Lakeland coach Randy Wilkins
said. “We want to do something
there. That's been our focus.”

Milford's boys and girls each
had the individual meet champi-
on. Tom Greenless, who was run-
ner-up at the Oakland County
meet, toured the course in 16:09
to lead the boys, while Katie
Kramer won the girls meet in
19:56. Millord's boys were third
with 66 points and, combined
with their 5-1 dual meet record,
settled for third in the league.

Novi's Nina Schmitt took sec-
ond in 20:23 and Ryan Hittle of
Brighton took third in 20:29.
Brighton won the meet crown
with 40 points, Novi finished sec-
ond with 67 points and Milford
was third with 73.

Brighton, which had a 6-0 dual
meet record, wound up as the
league champion and Novi (5-1)
and Milford (4-2) were second and

third, respectively.



Thursday, October 28, 1999

Ll AI.UTESNOVI kL

4 ffHLETEs OF THE WEEK -

Pat Muston - Senior °

A go-to-gu) al} year long,
Muston stood out last Friday,
hauling in the game-winning
touchdown with 47 seconds

_-eft against Northville,

“The score gave Novi a 21-17

" win over the Mustangs-and

retained the famous “Base-
tine Jug” for another year.
For the game, Muston had
seven caiches for 104 yards
and two touchdowns.

: The junior barrier finished

seventh at the Kensington
Valley Conference meet
.Monday afternoon.

. szmg really asserted him-

‘self as the number three run-

- et over the past few weeks,
- be belped his team 1o a sec-

.“ond-place finish at the
- Jeague meet and a confer- .

-ence championship in the

xR :overall smndmgs

- & ol
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Cat runners
see streak

end at meet Cat runners see streak stopped

By JASON SCHMITT
Sports Editor \

Standing there at the finish line, Novi cross country
faithlul saw the Wildcat's two-year unbeaten streak in
the Kensington Valley Conference fall to the ground.

Lakeland won the KVC meet at Kensinglon
Mctropark Monday aflernoon, but Novi still claimed
the overall conference title with their second-place fin-
ish at the meet added to an unbeaten mark In lhe
dual meet porton of the champlonship.

In the long run, Novi coach Bob Smith sald theway

"things shook up at the meet might help his team. And
it may help as early as

Wildcat boys m“swialt:;r:a({m strikes
Cross Country against us today.” the

coach said. “(Mitch)
Erickson and (Nick)
Bassitt were suffering from colds that slowed them
down some, and Mark (Avenlus) is still recovering
from a leg injury.

“if 1 had to choose between winning today’s race
and Saturday's (regional), I'd pick to have a cold
today.” )

Smith's team won both the conference and regional
titles last season en route to the state champlonship.
He said he expects Avenius to be ready to go Satur-
day, al full speed.

Lakeland won Monday’s meel with 49 points, top-
ping Novi (61). Milford (66). Howell (66), Brighton

Continuedon 8

_Continged from 1

. (133), South Lyon {139) and Hart-

land (161). The Eagles were third
in the dual meet portion of the

. champlonship, and lost the overall

Utle to Nov! by a single polnt.

.- Tim Moorc and Milford’s Tom

Greenless stole the show Individu-
ally. Greenless broke free early,
but Moore played a perfect game of
catch up and evened the race cut
after two miles, The race stayed
that way until Greenless broke free
in the final mile of the race to fin-
ish as the overall champion In a
time of 16 minutes, nine seconds.
Moore was runnerup in 16:13.

“Tim really kepl his composure
when Tom took off, he didn't let #t
get to him,” Smith eaid. “Greenless

Just had a litUe bit more than Tim
at the end.”

Chris Tolofl joined his teammate
on the all-KVC team with a third-
place finish in 16:39. No one else
challenged. Toloff for the third
spot.

Eric Walle contimied his torrid
Improvement, placing seventh and
carning a spot on the firet-team

all-conference squad. His time of -

17:16 Impressed his coach, espe-
clally with the lack of practice time
he’'s seen over the past week.
Smith satd hts junior didn't run
four daye last week after bapging
up his knee.

Senlor Nick Bassiit hung tough,
finishing 21st overall in 17:52.
Novi's final scorer was Evan Fos-
ter, who was 28th in 18:11. Erick-

son finished hard. taking 32nd.
overall tn 18:19. Avenius finished
the race, coming In 40th in 18:39.

ROVI 16, LAXELAND 41

The injury bug hit Lakeland in
this KVC-season ending dual meet.
Their top two runners, Pat Kleln
and Brian Theut, did not fAnish the
race. .

But it wouldn't have mattered
too much, as Novi's top four fin-
ished 1-4 and the ‘Cats took four
of the top five placers,

Walle won the race in 16:43, but
was followed closely by Toloff
{16:45) and Moore (17:46). Bassilt
set both season and carcer-best
marks with his fourth-place finish
in 17:02. Fosier intshed eixth In
17:28.



'§ Toloff was sec-

Novi boys

——

advance, Moore
wins regional

By JASON SCHMITT
Sports Editor

Over the last few weeks, the
Novi boys® cross country team has
had its share of health problems.
And thus the team has seen the
number of doubters grow when 1t
comes to asking the question: can
this Novi team repeat as state
champions?

For a select group of Saline
runners. the answer was obvious
this past weekend at the regional
meet held at Ann Arbor Pioneer
High School. -

The Hornets raced to a regional

.¢, knocking the Wildcats off
the pedestal, at lJeast for a week.
Saline scored a meet low 42
points, well below Novi's 74. Livo-
nia Churchill had 112 points,
which was good enough for third
place and an automatic trip to
this weekend's state champi-
onships at Michigan Speedway.
| Despite a second-place finish,

there were no runners better than
Tim Moore and
Chris Toloff, I
who took the }:
top two spots |
overall. Moore
won the race in
15 minutes, 86
seconds. while

ong tnhls:“. q
4 ot o
1 them beat out Tim
the defending MoOre
Jregional
champion, Paul Niedzwiecks of
Adrian. who last year beat Kevin
Avenius out for the title.
“They’re really running fast
{ right now.” an excited coach Bob
Smith sald. “As fast as anyone tn
the state. They've really blos-
2¢ed this year, and ! think their
St is yet to come.”
Moore joined Avenius as the

only two Novi boys ever to win an
individual regiona} title. And the
1-2 finish by Moore and Toloff is
unprecedented in achoo! history.

Eric Walle continued his
impresstve string of races, finish-
ing eighth in a time of 16:37.
Senfor Nick Bassitt was 27th
overall in .17:14 and Evan Foster
rounded out the scoring with a
36th-place finish in 17:33.

With Mark Avenjus missing the
race due to {liness and a sore cal,
Mitch Erickson {41st in 17:36)
and Steve Szwast (42nd in 17:38}
were Novi's last two varsity run-
ners.

“We're a big meet team this
year,” Smith said. “When you

THE NOVI NEWS—Thursday, November 4, 1999—

Even without Avenius,
‘runners move onward

i

have two guys in the front like we -

do, you like the bigger invites,
The better the field, the better
team we are.”

Smith said that although
Saline's top five easily outdis-
tanced Novi's, the points his top
two runners will gain over
Saiine’s top two will be greater at
a bigger meet, like this weekend's
state finals.

°At this meet, we only gained a
few points on them. but at a big-
ger meet, there’ll be a Jot more
placers in between us,” he
explained. "We're gonna have
everyone healthy and fast for this
meet. We'll be ready.*

Rockford is the favorite to win
the state title this season, as it
was last year. Novi was able to
knock off the Rams thanks to
their fourth and fifth runners.
Jason Hartmann and Dathan
Ritzenhein nabbed one and two,
and Kevin Avenius and Dan
Christopherson were seventh and
eighth. But Novi more than made
up the difference with Toloff and
Mike Burns easily outdistancing

Coatinued on 2

Continued from 1

their Ram counterparts.
With the way Moore. Tolofl and
Walle are running. the ‘Cats will

rely on strong races by Mark Ave-
\ nfus and Nick Bassitt. - - -

)
‘

he’s still feeling the effects of that
(at the regional).” :
Whoever else runs varsity at the
meet (Erickson. Szwast, Foster,
etc) will also play a big part in the
team’s success. If Novi hopes to
bump off a team like Rockford,
Novi's sixth and seventh runners
may be needed to bump a Rock-
. ford runner or two down.
| “We're a state-power team, and |
think well go in as one of the few
teams who could win it.,* Smith
said. *We're excited about the
challenge.” ’
.The Michigan cross country

‘1 think Nick's ready to make &
run for §." Smith sald. *He's been -
batting the flu ‘the last week and

state finals are being held at the

Michigan Speedway in Brooklyn

Saturday morning and afternoon.

The boy's Class A race will

at 1:30 p.m. Tickets to the event

are §5 and includes parking.
NOVI SECOND AT JV INVTIE :
Led by Tim Kava's first-place
finish, the Novi JV team took sed-
ond -at the Redford Union JV
regional last Friday night. Detroit
Catholic Central won the race
bandily, with 2] points. Novi was
second with 8] points. Churchill
was third with 129 points and
Farmington {147} and Salem (164)
rounded out the top five in the 11-
team field.

Dan Stevens finished second on
the team and 14th overall in
18:32. Derek BuWalda was 18th
{18:39), Ken Delgreco was 23rd
(18:53) and Steve Shubert was
25th in 18:56 to complete the
scoring.



.

8E  The Detroit News | Sunday, November 7, 1999

o3

-

+ e

qu_g SCHOOL CROSS COUNTRY

. Scoreboard

= CLASS A
Soys tearma: 1. Movi §8. 2 Rocidord. 90: 3. Saling, 132: 4
Clarkston. 133: & Grand Lecpe, 160: 6 Detroit Catholic
Centeal, 178 7. Mighland Mittord, 242: & Holland W,
Ottawa, 24; 8. Lake Oron. 286: 10. Grand Ragics Crvist.
3, 313 13. Yraverse City Central, 307 12 Troy, 332: 13

= Poriage horthern, 373, 34. Rochester Adams. &29; 1S
Temporance Beatord, 440, 16 L1ica Eisenhower, 44): 17,
Ocarborn, 445; 18 Livonia Churctull, 447, 19. Bloomfiekd
Mills Lahstr, £73; 20. Sterling Meights. 504; 2}. Warren
Mott 850, 22 Alpena. €53, 23 Grotse Pomte Sousth, S67;
24.Mugland 587, 25 Grorse Ponte hortn, S42;
26 RoosevelL 538, 77, Migiand Dow, 628.

™ ndividuals: 3. Dathan Ritzenhein, Rocktord. :s:ouo
2. Todt Mobley, Walied Lake Centra), 15:25.80: 3. Tim
Moore, Nowi, 15:27.00, 4. Tom Greentess, ghland
Milforg, 18:40.30; 5. Pat Kiein, White Lake Lakeland,
15:40.80; 6. Andrew Marsh, Grand Ledpe. 18:41.90: 7.
Chris TORH, Novi, 15:42.60; 8 Mart Daly, Detroit

vemy Cathotlic Central, 15:40.00; 9. Paul NieGrwiecki, Adris
&n, 15:5).20: 10. Jacod Crow. Grand Leage. §5:54.50;
11. Angy Martin, Rockiorg, 15:55.80, 12. J0¢ Whitman,
Davison, 16:03.40; 13. Davig Sape, Clarkston, 16:04.80;
14, Ryan Maiott Mudsonville, 16:05.10: 15. Dave
Ruthven, Mugsonville, 16:05.90; 16. Luke Mortensen,
Miglang Dow. 16:07.30; 17. Mark Avenius. Novi

™1 16:09.10; 18 Seth Folkertsma, Roekiord, 16:09.60; 19.
Rrangon Fisk, Utica Esenhower, 16:10.90; 20.
MRatthew Maver, Clarkston, 16:13.50.

1
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Boys State Finals

Lv u‘\ had
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Novi again runs past
Rockford for ‘A’ title

By Bev Eckman
The Detroit News

BROOKIYN, Mich — Rockford
was atop the boys Class A rankings

most of the season. just like last season.
And Rockford was again No. 1 going
into the state championships Sarur-
day at Michigan Speedway.

And, like last season, Novi's boys
picked the perfect time to peak. win-
ning the title — with 68 points to Rock-
ford's 9o.

“It's psychological, the mind is a
tremendous tool,” Novi Coach Robert
Smith said afier the race. “We talked
about how powerful the mind is com-
ing here this morning, and they must
have taken it 10 hean.”

Leading Novi were sophomore Tim
Moore, who finished third in 1527, and
junior Chris Tolofl, seventh in 1542 Go.

Rockford junior Dathan Ritzenhein
repeated as individual winner in
150540.

“] went out harder than 1 wanted to,
but 1 had a good last mile” he said.
“Tom Greenless stanted out with me,
he was right there.”

Walled Lake Central senior Todd
Mobley was second in 15:25.80.

“J was around 1oth at the half, and 1

slowly moved up and passed Tom at
the mile. I tried to stay with Dathan,
but he slowly pulled away from me. I'm
not disappointed, but I thought I'd be

closer. My time is not that fast, but the

wind was pretty bad."
Detroit Catholic Central junior
Man Daly was eighth in 1543

Ciass B

Flint Powers Catholic, led by win-
ner Justin Perez (1519.90) took the
team title with 144 points. Holland
Christian was second with 162; Big
Rapids third 179; and Trenion fourth
199.
Junior Pat Roberts was Trenton's
fastest finisher — sixth in 15:44.70.

Ciass C
Senior Jake Flynn won in 1515.60
for Benzonia Benzie Central, but Allen-

. dale took the 1eam title with 104 points.

Finishing second was defending cham-
pion East Jordan with124.

Class D

Detroit Holy Redeemer improved
its finish from seventh last year to
sixth, led by freshman Raymond
Perez, who was seventh overall in
1720.40.

Sophomore Mike Putzke's first-
Place 16:48.00 helped team winner
New Buffalo (78 points). Bear Lake
was second with 87.

“] didn't do as well as I wanted. but
it's a learning experience.” Perez said.
"chtyearluﬂllmowwhattoexpect
from the competition, because I never
ran against these people before”

s 9
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Novi wins state title; Boyles first for third time

By MARVIN GOODWIN
O The Oskiand Prees

BROOKLYN — State titles for
most high achool athletes are &
rare commodity, but Katie Boyles
is on the verge of cornering the
market.

les, a junior from Rochester
M?rﬁa. cn her third
straight Class A state cross coun-
try title Saturday at Michizgan
Sreedwa! leading the .
Highlanders to second place with
152 points. Rockford won ils sec-
ond straight crown with 40, Troy
was 11th with 285 and Milford
was 12th with 346,

Meanwhile, Novi enj its
boys Class A state title [ast year
so much that it won it again this
year. The Wildcats, whe struggled
at times during the season, upset
favored Rockford, putting four
runners among the top 22 to fin-
ish with 68 points. Rockford took
CLLTET

", BCOTING was
with 132 and Clarkston came in

' f ¢ D . l .'
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Rochester Adams junior Katle

won her

stralght

siate championship

fourth with 133,

i

(1991-93), Mi

180N
s Kayla Skelly

(1979-91) and Sharun Van Tuyl of
Portage Northern (1994-96) as
runners who've won three
straight Class A crowna.

She followed the same plan as
in the past, concentrating on her
effort rather than place.

“It really wasn't im nt to
me (defending her title),” she said,
“Icame in ... to be in the top five.
As !onml run my hardest and
do the | pomiblx can, that’s
gond enough for me!

Boyles yielded the lead to a trio
of Rockford runners and Romeo’s
Teresa Bangiovanni as late as two
miles into the race. She was
around eighth at the mile and
glzhn at the twlo-milimatk, but

idn't panic. “1 just kept passing
people,” she said. “1 finally got
3&0 first with 400 or 600 (meters)

go.
From there, she held off
Bongiovanni on the final stretch,
punctuating her performance
with a rained fist at the finish lisie
and a rescunding “Yes!” as she
finished the fast, 5,000-meter

course in 17:55.5. Shannon
Stanley was Adams’ second run-
ner, finishing 27th, while Andrea
Moreland, C Gottshall and
Kelly Byrne completed Adams’
scoring,

The scores of all races were
graded to include only team state
$mliﬁeu and not imﬁvidual qual-

ers.

“We pointed toward this"
Adams coach Budd Cicciarelli
said. “I really emphasize the state
finals more than anything.”

So did Novi coach Bob Smith,
who sacrificed some earlier meets
in order to prepare for the state
finals. Novi had taken second at
ita regional, Oakland County and
league meeta. But the Wildcats
were ready for the big one.

“One difference was Mark
ﬂ:enius),' said Suiiu':::l‘ %

is top runners, wi
flu and a sore calf in the last few

“Ancther factor was our conf-
dence. We tweaked our training
procedures the last two weeks of

:Iv:}ku;manditmndb
Tim Moare was third, Chris

Tolefl was

seventh, Avenius was

17th, Eric Walle was 22nd and
Nick Bassitt 55th for Novi's top

acorers.

“It's a great feeling,” said Toloff,

who waa 29th ast year: “A lot of
pecple doubted us, (but) we were
tough and had the confidenca to
win. We knew we were a good

team.”

Besides Moore and Toloft,

Oakland County

nunners

six of the top 13 places.
Walled Lake Central's Todd

Mobley, who planned to stay with

favored Dathan Ritzenheim of

Rockford — one of the top juniors

in the nation — trashed that
alnuﬁ thunhe:m maintained
ama

ng pace, running the

first mile in 4:30 en route to
15:05.

*It was a little harder to hold
that pace,” said Mobley, who took

Tom

second in 16:22. But Milford's
Greenless

raced to the front

after 400 meters — it was the
on!{ wa! to give lene!fa shot” —
and had to fend off Lakeland's
Pat Klein for fourth place.

-“1 thought | had Greenless”®
said Klein, who was ecstatic with
his finish, “I passed him at the
three-mile (mark), but he came
back and got me"

David Sage (13th) in 16:04 and
Matt Haver (20th) in 16:11 Jed
Clarkston.

Mitford's Katie Kramer was
eighth and Oxford’s Karen LeRoy
placed 10th in the Class A girls
race. .

In the Class B girls race,
Pontiac Notre Dame Prep's
Megan Schneider took 26th in
19:29. In Class D girla, Michelle
Rolf of Rochester Hills Lutheran
Northwest placed fifth in 20:27
snd Joseph Sternemann was 23rd
in the boyaznee in 17:49. Oakland
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Opinion cirv makes THE
BEST OF A BAD SITUATION / 14A

Living Tive To SETTLE DOWN
AFTER 25 YEARS ON ROAD / 1AA

SPOrts GiRLs BASKETBALL
PUTS KVC TITLE IN NET / 1B

With the trophy for their secend state champlonship title in two years raised high, the Novi High boys’ cross country team takes a victory lap around thelr school on Monday afternoon.

Cross country team races away with second championship

By JASON SCHMITT
Sports Editor

With the recent construcilon of
trophy cases allgning the Novl
High School gymnasium, the boys’
cross country {cam wasted no
time (n golng out and getllng some

stew hardware to show off.

The Wildcats returned home
from the Class-A state micet as the
best In the state. champlons for
the second-siralght year. Novi did
so by knocking off number-one
ranked Rockford, who was all but
sure they'd avenge Novi's triutnph
from a year ago.

Sophontore Thn Moure ted the
charge with a third-place finish
averall. Junier Chris Tolofl ful-
lowed that up wilh & seventh-
plice Nnish and both Mark Ave-
nius (17th) and Erte Walle (22iul)
also earned all-stale hutiors.

Asked I this title was sweeler

than last year's, Novi coach 3ob
Simtth answered with a stncere
“yes.”

“IC was. Deep down Jast year |
thowght we were comparidble with
Rocklonsd,” he explalued.

“This year we matched up as
well, but I just livd a strange feel-

ing about 117

Many expecied Novl to be a
ntjor conlender wext year, not
this year.

“We will be the hest retuning
feam iy (he stallk next season,”
sail Walle, a Junior. “But you've
slilk got o performs. We want Lo

Plaaus by JOHN HEIDER

win next year ever more than this
yeas. | o't wind to go out and
Mnish second as a senlor after
winnitg these Last two years.”™

Fer more stories and pictures of
Novi's state clunnpionship, please
tarn o pazepe foon in the sports sec-
tion.
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tmpresshe race of the scason. s GJ junior Chirts  mace or naL” asd

TokofT. tn leading the ieam 1o Uhe e Moore Snished  17W) | knww we suddanly got back ko (e driver’s

e mure tn & tarver best tme of 15 minies. 7.0 eetl”

seronds. which was for Qurd place Only Rock: Walle alsoc made his name hnown. alung 22nd
11505 4) and Walled Lake  place and also earmung al-sate sccolade. His tne of

Central's Todd Mobley 115:25 8] finished better. 16 15.5 was juss tasl cnough (0 horp bih withan the

Socre aleo delested 0n 10p 25 and 8 hefprd hus Leamn gain g Posnks an

om Groenless of Malord #th  Rockford.
overnll) for the first Lne tn fus young carcer. Novi's BAB runner. Nk Basaill. came §

hrough
that ¥ § an an excelent race. Id 80 that  with » 85th-place Bnish overall 116:39 01. Not ondy
wss \hst (ascer than Kockiord's Bfth runner. bl f1

u‘“ salahiiird Now(s win by gaining anather 3| pants on
wtin reach of the dnd pack and 0 thr Mo | ;AR icam
tahed jusy ahead of Canirals Man U we add 10 sevonds 10 b D we Mty (8 w0
(e team raee) ” the cosch sald “The e arvivess
four :f: Nhulm W x
AMONG THE STATES BEST ||[i-cyubdiing Sept amkig Wrat
Evan Fostey mand Msich Ertriaon were Novls atxth
NOv 1008 w7 Of the 100 22 pOMRons ¢ P Cimes-A | and erventh runners. Foster's me of 17.00 ) e2a
Boy's race. whehs 284 arvers who uaited ot | Ihe fastest of his career. while Erickson's ttme of
of v rogronals Hare's 2100k 8 $ OP 23 8d siaters. | 17:46.9 was nesr his carrer-best effon
Novi made [t be known early that Usey were Lhe
Bus Aupres oot testn t0 besi. leadeng the race ks 8 seam from U
[ Oaden Awrten  Roodord 15054 | Grm mide an As the race wore Rartfords No. 3
? Yo Mothey WM. Corpt 15258 runney dropped out of the race of
3 Tun Moors MNovi 15270 Uon. Tha! wwdened Novie lcad, although the 1tam
4 Tom Geeoniens Wallorc 1540.3 wasn’l realy aware of t1.
S  Peiken Laswiand 15408 “We weren| looking 21 fumbers of RATES. e were
[ Anoy Mersh Odisae 15410 trytng 10 best ibvetr jerveys.” Smith stid. “We
7 Owvahant Mow 15428 our (Y man had 5 be 11 from of the Owrd
[} s Doty oce 15430 | man. our faurth In fromt of thetr fourth and our B
2 PasNedwieck  Aden 15532 | had to teat out thetr Bfth man We had o make sure
10 Jeced Crow GrandLedge 15545 | they were forueed *
1M1 Andybteran [ ] §1%-11] “ICorrdng ) we thought we'd wtn.” Walle aaxd “The
12 Jos Whvman Devaon 16004 | i bedory we all ast down and looked 81 Roridord's.
13 DowdSage Curzon 8 | tmes Wr ad had ronfdence we could txat then We
14 fyen et Hamorvle 18053 tad the sthirtes to beat themn, R wea & entsl step
15 Do Futtven Hugsorvle 18059 | we ook You have to betiewe.
15 LueMotensen  dadendDow 18073 Novi's fout all-gslate Rinners were more than any
17 Mot Awras Nowi 18006 | other team The Wikdeats had two al-siate frumnere 8
13 SetrFomertora  Rockdord 16096 | yoar ago Mevin Avenitus- 7th &nd Den Chrsstolierson-
1% OreronFak U Essrhower 16109 | Sh) en route to the programs frst state Utle. Ath-
20 Metew Howr 18:115 | letes must Erieh emong the top 25 to em such hon-
21 Gyen Donior Emsifod  10:125 | om
2 EncWale Nowi 18155 This yoar's lesm totaked 88 potnts, whech besl Jast
- Toy 1167 EhwdquﬂmmmMGM
M DugOttors oce wisse p‘-m.mmwmuum
s ExWwams Houel 1975 "No comment.® he joked 1 can only ploase o
ithe peopie by answering tat.”

What a day, what a team

Having scen the boys win thetr
second-straight eross couniry
stete
itle, |
have
gained
Tespect
for =

that

”l ALY

. e

respect

from the

Jason sthietic
tommu-

Schmitt ally tn

anntry.
No there's no tachling. 0o
pump fakes, and no theve tren't

. There

sren't any last-second Hail
‘s o buszer braters. As fof
fetlow teammates. fene and
hes the Bekd troome-

wone Tmore. At least to those who
40 ot rompete, wateh of cover
Use sport et ts

Bul a8 | Dade my third-

stralght trip to .
wsy last Saturday afierncon. |
routdat help but feel » bit of
exciement i (he alr around me.
‘There were an esiimated 8,000
mple in all at 1he racewsy.
‘s coove people than youT A:

Siner ‘""1.' the Nou News.
and the Northuille Record In
of 1997, Fve made 01 10

sia state champicnship events

Bul when Lhat dKin't happen.
Ram's fane were drastated. Mot
anly €19 Uhe team Rrush eecond.
but one of their toys) fana suf-
fered s brain hetnerrhage and
was taken 10 the hospiial. My
pesyers are with him and the
entzre Rockford contingend.

» Sownetirmes dotng 8 soltd Job
esch time oul lesves you unne-
ticed Such was the tesc o1
Qrts TokofT and Walle. in ow

consinenly aft year long
and when Tim Moore finished
third. Aventus surprised everyone
with » 71h place Natsh and
Bassill eame as 3 wnal

Uhere.” Well, withoul three two,
Novl wouldn's have gone any-
whiere. Toloff fintahed o year
ago st Uids aame twet, whot he
took sevenih this yesr. That's
over 9 400 pervert incrense. And

vonal. This Novi wes besten
ty Laketand. Clathston and
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Tien Moove (sbova) nears the finish ling st test Ssturday’'s Class-A stxte chempl-
Michigan Sp He

third oversit in the race, heiping

e &id sey that Lest year's tesm

this yeur's tesm had & ot of cperieree
otale tmoet
Novr's thile asknd the AAN-stratght your ¢ team

tmch the

" Mombers of the 1599 Novl Cross country team celebrats Chelr 2nd state title on Mondsy.

Sakine. two of which Novi defeat-
¢d 81 the stale meel (Clarksion
and Saline) Lakeland falled to
make the etate finals for the firsl
ume tn 17 years,

* 15 there arry doubt thet the

gtving the conference 18 (ith-

srag state UUe and atxth oves-
il tn the 1990s. Laketand won
tles th 1993, 1996 2nd 1997,
Brighion rdged out the Eadles tn
3965 and Novi has won 1he last
o Brighton won (he XVC's only
other state cTown back tn 1978

+ I was & good Wdes 1O expand
the schools Uophy case this pasl
azgson The school » athielic pro-
o has won four este champl-

onshipe wilhin the pasi two

and the curmber of al-state
athiletes conlinue 10 pile up.
Tolofl. Moore. and Walle

were sllealsle runners, and will

the schools
z‘:um'

Josmn Sclvnal? & the Sports edt
tor for the Noritudle Record and
Nont Neys  He can be racted a1
Setomis k2 homwvarmm, et
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State runners

ewsscatdoban

{ill meet challenge

The best puart of 0 distance race

The thousands of boys and girles

T
country

Speedway know what the best
part of a distance rece.

But for those of you who deot,
well get to that Ister

For the past two seasons, the

S mm— aa—————. .

r— . near Mushegon when ice -
) : : s ahead — ntil Coughlio 2
e i e it T . e e naiads e b e
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- Tt Lateland, which woo the state |} jynds Kristyo Kern was sece
Orsiond Ppes prescubsaime GIOOWN . 1im' kpown i Novi, which 5038 behind s vas Setb Ly 4
P oV Widcats gathered around with Shor socond straight st charmplonship brophy after finishing sheed of Rockdord puncusted ity soaso wibh wd :
slosh » muddy course W@Qfmz :
same effectiveness. They 2 )T o which Greenlem woo
hsvent hsd o do it o sacure fourth. reicgeung Kiein
have done part tomake Rure oo 0 e ity few meters bohind !
:
[
i :

mm

the stale title remains in the e kine
ingiap Valley Canlerenen,  Mobley who cmed e b0 9

For the GAh straight yeaz.a °
team from one of the state’s fnished well ahend of the
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;@lateﬁord trustees earned the headaches

aterford Township resi- -
dent Robert Sharrard has
been a first-class
headache for township
2 officials for several years.
- Hopefully, that'’s not going to change
anytime soon.
.—Sharrard is demanding that the board
ante up $12,000 — the amount of tax-
“payer money that’s been wasted in
Trustee Jean Scott’s futile attempt to
“keep both her district court job and
‘board seat.
"+ The Sharrard-Scott tussle began in
71994, when Sharrard, a former trustee,
«challenged whether she could hold both
-positions since the board made decisions
“that impact 51st District Court. Despite
“opinions and rulings from Circuit Court,
.the Michigan Court of Appeals, the state
- attorney general’s office and the Oak-
‘1and prosecutor’s office, Scott decided to
~keep both jobs. ’

And, to make matters worse, the
board decided to fund the ensuing legal
battles with taxpayer money. That's the
money Sharrard believes trustees
should pay back — $3,000 each from
the four trustees who approved the pay-
ments, including Scott.

Scott, meanwhile, retired from the
District Court in September after her
appeal failed, but not before upping her
pension to $790 a month. That's based -
on five years at the court and nearly 20
years as a trustee,

Township trustees made a mistake in
authorizing the payments to defend
Scott’s stubbornness. They compounded
the problem by continuing the pay-
ments until Scott decided to appeal the
Circuit Court ruling.

We hope Sharrard makes life plenty
uncomfortable for them — they've
earned it. )

End of construction worth bonus pay

- More than a few readers’ eyebrows
_probably were raised following The
©Oakland Press story about bonuses
-being handed out for this summer’s road
. work. ‘

.- In a nutshell: The contractors on the
-year’s major projects — Interstate 275, I-
76, 1-696, 1-96, the Southfield Freeway
-angd Telegraph — stand to make at least
-$4.36 million in extra pay for completing

" “the work early. The contractors already

“pulled down $177 million for the work.
...>efore any irate taxpayer decides to

or e

storm the Michigan Department of
Transportation office to protest, consider
this: 900,000 motorists traveled those six
construction spots every day.

There’s no question Michigan’s roads
never should have fallen into the state of
disrepair they did. And one could argue
whether the 1997 4-cent-per-gallon
increase in the gas tax really was need-
ed. However, few can question the wis-
dom of spending an additional $4.36 mil-
lion to end the road construction night-
mare as soon as possible.

.
[

Darts and laurels

wlnt
oty

s, To Waterford Township dentist
“ﬁ Sean Stannard, who has this

_— crazy notion that a patient’s
10 health is more important than
Yot his or her finances.

B19 .

hadd

Pl To Southfield Councilman

ol Sidney Lantz, for his misguid-
N ed threats to sue the city over
I absentee ballots from the Nov.
= 2 election.

-
——e

To Michigan football coach
Lloyd Carr, who plans to
donate $50,000 & year for
seven years to fund a scholar-
ship for female athletes.

Katie Boyles and the Novi
cross country team — 1999
Class A champs.

. JOHN CUSUMANO
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cling He
rurnover is very fast, they seem
to barely touch the ground®
Matt Daly, Detrokt
Catbolic Centrsl: Daly, 3
funior, finished eighth (n Class
A in the state finals in 1543.00.
Man really developed over the
summer® said Cosch Tony
Magni *He was no1 going to be
pumber one at the beginning of
the year. byt when John DiGio-
vanni had 3 swess fracrure
(rishﬂes).hhnmﬂrhdwdo
the job. He runs with his eyes
focused on the lesders, and
stays with them as Jong a5 be
«can. He knows his competition
real well, 30 he can gauge from
there how 10 run his race. He
knew be had to be with the top
runners and stay with thet (a1
staes), and he did 1e®

‘Tom Greenless,
Milford: Greenless, 8 senior,
finished fourth in Class A 21
the state finals in 3540.30. He
ran 1575, his personal bewt. a1 the
Spartan Invitational “Tom has
been blessed with great speed,
De’s the anchor leg on the 300
relay team that was state cham-
pions last spring” said Coach
Brian Salyers. "He's very
aggressive. He's been blessed

speed.

country ruoner. He's ap vp-
from runner, up at the fromt of
the race from the gun. He gam-
bled at the suate mweet. be ran to
win and bad to fight people off
attheend”

Pit Kleln, White Lake
Lakeland: Kiein, s junicz, fin-

. shed fith in Class A in 154080,
* his personal best *He has »

tremendous desire 1o win, be's
fust & sTOng competitor” £aid
Coach Randy Wilkins, “He ikes
o ger right out and run with the
best kids. He has an aggressive
running style As 8 younger ath-
Iete, be developed his compet-
tive drive from playing bockey.
Re has more rive 1o exeel than
othes kids Pve had. As 3 fresh-
man. he came out for eross
country a month and 3 hatfinio
the season. and ended up belp-

finished his carcer with a sec-
and in Class A a1 the MHSAA
dower Peninsuls sute finals

“gourse in 152580 “What made
Todd unique was he was total-
Iy for the team.™ gaid Cosch
Carl McBride. Afcr he crosed

—1999— |
etro Cross Country Teams

CoMPILED BY BEV ECEMAN | ‘Tee DerROIT NEWS

extremely high and he can un 8t
a pain level most nunners can'L”

Pst Roberts, Treston:
Roberis. 3 funior, finished sixth
in Class B ip the rate finals in
154470 “He only got beat twice
all year — be was fourth in the
U of D Mercy meet, the it
moet of the yeaz, and sixth a1
the stste smeet — other than
that be won every meet be an”
said Coach Nelson MacNicol
*The reason be's good is
because be's smart 2ad com-
mited, along with his talent.
That was his season’s best time.
He likes 10 run at the front, he
Soves to bead He was out in
front the first 300 meters. He
thinks a lot. he really analyzes
his races well. s0 when be fin-
fshes, if he's unhappy with his
tizne, he knows winy”

David Sage, Clarkston:
Sage, 8 senior, finished 13th tn
Class A in the sute finaks in
$6.04.80. “He's s year-round sth-
lete. be pever lets himself get
out of shape.” said Cazch Mike
Taylor. *He truly enjoys run-
ning. he atiends summer
camps. He works st a local na

fusicr, finished seventh in Class

Teg speed. he's under 3 minutes
in the Boo-meter yun® said
Cazch Bot Smith. “He's a very
intense runner, be Joves 1o race
and tangle with the guys He
gews o fast, goes with the lead

pack for the furst mile. Miletwo *

is his for setious racing With
kis jeg speed, be's a real thrext
st the finish live. His race
wepandonhmywhu.
the intangibles as weD a3 the
warnr-ups. and the variables,
1ike his sleep habits and diet.
He's fully prepared when he
eomes to the startiog lise” |

Toloff

HiGcH SCHOOLS

response

ber kick about 300 yards ot
For 8 kid to go from pinth in the
state (in 1998) to second s 2o
achievernent. Her Joss 1o Boyles
was bet only loss this season.

she steps up to the line and
decides she wants to be 2 win-
ner”

Estle Erumesr, Highland
MiXord: Kramer, only a fresh-
man finished eighthin Class A
tn B4540. 8 school record. “She
has the work ethic and the tal
eol. but what sets ber spast,

experience
her age. Lo middle school she
raced against the boys, becsuse

girls

fry to race by berself, push her-

self, or compete with others®
Karen

leRoy, Oxford:
Leroy. a senjor, finished toth in
the Class A fina) in 1849 “She
works real hard, she's very
tough mentatly” sald Coach
Ray Sutherland. “She's excep-
tona! in the last quarter-mile

B Sbe can really peta bt out of -

finished mth i Class A In
18:500. “She's 8 three-time all-
suter, she's been an all-league
selection four years,” said
Coach Paul Holmberg. “Sbe
won the Wesiern Lakes Athlet-
1t Associstion the last Two
years. She's ab aggressive ni-
per. she Likes to get ot o the
lead and stay there. She won six
iovitationals this yeas, Shes 8
very consistent runnes.
really pevet had 2 bad race Sbe
handles adversiry well You can
always count on bey baving »
pood performance. When she's
really on. she’s as good as eoy-

sophomare. finisbed eighth in
Class B st the state final in
18:53.90. She won the city

' championship st Balduck Park

0 1537 "Her motivation. bet

main strength Is ber kick at

.the epd. and ber samina. She

can run sl day loog. That was

point

and with consistent coaching
and ber love of sunning, she
bas informed me she wasts to
make §t © the Olympigs, and
8o to college and pursue ber
love of running. She's going

for
Stephanie Seyles, Rooaeos
Sayler, » sopbomore, finished
15th in Class A bn 5670 “Her
family members are all runners,
the expecution is you'll do well
when you go cut and race. They
moved bere from Minnesota,
and Romeo's running program
was one of thelr considers-
tions® Romeo Coach Tim
said “She swarced out
with 3 start-slow, finish-fast
style, thep she became a front
rusinet. She got more hill work
than ip the past. Shes i an

Casch Tim Propst.

_dniqnmofmm{u

the Last two years, she isa com-
pimnodddmm
‘wan in » Crots COURDTY FUODEE
She's a four-time allseater (fin-
ishing in the top 2s) and a three
time scademic all-suter, withs

Bedghts .

senior, finished b in the Class
A fina) in 185780, “Marnc's 3
four-time ali-statez, she was
Class A sate 3300 meter cham-
pmsai:mbtlmn’wd
Coach Kevic Hanson “Her
wvngthuammisdmm
Soes a good job of maving from
the middle of the pack and

for pext CTOLS COURTY $E3300.

She she understands the impor-

wnce ¢f off-seasct training.
Whit separstes her is her abi-
fry to tain in the off-season.
which a lot of peopiz are pol
willing to da Things doa’t hap-
pen in cur spon becaust
Tuck, chey bappen becsuse of
Bard work”

Sout
pulls

By David Goricki
The Derroiz News
LIVONIA — Amn

Moore sparked a 10-0 FUr
close the third quarter and bi:
Southfield 102 §-34 victory ¢
Dearborn Fordson in » Clar
regional semifinal at Ladyw.
Monday night

Southfield (21) will 0
eam its fust regiona) char
onship against Detroit Mur
Wright (16-4) Wednesdsy

pm

Fordsco's G-{oot-s Mirzn}
* scored faside to pull ber 1
within 28-33 with 2 min
remaining in the third. Moo
sophomore guard. had
poins and two assists the
the quarner 1o belp increas.
Jezd to 18, 38-23 She culmir.
the run by dribbling around !
to score 8 Layup as titoe exy

“We got points off our &
sive intensity.” Moore said*
quickness was the differ
tonight”

Safiyah Bibbins had u p
and siz rebounds. Moo:
points. five assists and
steals and Jennifer Kelso s
10 for Southfield

Reds bad g poiots
rebounds and four block-
Fordson (11-12). Jackie Pip;
added 13 potnis.

“We felt they stayed i
game by making free tyo
the first half so we didnvs.
foul them” maid Sout
Cosch Ben Kelso. Jean
father. “They wanied the,
girl (Reda) inside 50 we 537
out in the first hatf But &«
work like we wanted Our
was to anack the basket i
third quaster and that bro!
game cpen. Amands su.
the basket well tonight®
. Fordson was 10-0f-n on
sthrow anempss in the fins'
and trailed 3318, but ma
percent (u-of-33) of its -
from the field for the gm.

When asked if be v
Detroit Kng—+
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All-state, er, area X-C

If there's a dehate

ou'll hear In cross L.
Sountry, 1 prosaby oo | AR |ALL-AREA CROSS COUNTRY
somelhing to do with
which s the better | FIrst Toam -
cross-country conference Nsme School Grade 31 Time {courne
in the atate of Michigan. om Liteentess o ror 17 {Sparian invile
Those from the West. | Tim Mooio Novt Sophomore __ 16:25 (MIS)
ern stide of the alale will | Pal Kiein M Lakeland Junilor 15:40 (MIS)
hoot and holler that the | Chyis Tololf Novl Sophomore __ 15:42 (MIS)
OK-Red {Ollawa-Kent) Eric Walle "Novi Junlor 16:15 (MIS)
conference is the hest In o Novi n Juntor 16:09 (VIS
the state. Whereas any- | Mark Avenive un 6:
one from the east side of | Bian Theul Lakeland . Sophomore 16:24 (MIS)
the state will tell ya that : .
the Kensingion Valley
Conference Is tops. Second Team - Lo
The OK-Red conler-' Neme School Qrade Best T
ence, which consists o Bran e —— NoARvilie : 4
teams such as Rockford, -
Holland-West Ollawa, Nick Baseitt Nowvi Senlor 18:39 (MIS)
Grand Haven and Jemt. | Brett Barny Miliord Senior 16:47 (MIS)
_non, has elight teams in | C.J. Hadding Lakeland Jurdor 17.08 (Kensington)
+all. The KVC has leams | Jason Prkimore South Senlor 18:32 (Conteriine
such as Nowl, Otighion: | Nick Kopez Mitiord Sophmora____16:46 (MIS
Milford and Lakeland. | joue Caiahan Mioed Benior 1648 (MS)
The prool 'l's In the .
titles. In which the KVC ;
has won the last five | Honorabte Mention . N
state titles and six In Lakeland - Eric Mwak. BJ. W. R’m Bartman
this decade. The OK-Red Mitord - Gasay Barmnes, Tyler VanAcker .
has never won a state | Novi - Evan Fostar, Miich Erickson
title. The OK-Red had | South Lyon - Ryan Roma, Gary Pennate, Andraw Lepham
. Northvilie - Phil Santer, Ben Flood
ane runner in the lop 10 . .
{champlon Dathan L : 4

Ritzenhein of Rockford).

The KVC had four of the top scven
runners In the state {all of which
are on HomeTown's all-arca

squad).

If thal doesn’t end the debale
right there, then let's see Il the
OK-Red conlerence can pul togeth-
er a feam thal could beatl the ful-
lowing seven athleles, which are
from just five of the seven league
-achools. Anyone id be hard
preased to Nnd seven belter run-
ness (rom any one area than we
have here.

See
naxt

raqe.

42-consecutive wins was snapped
by the Wildcats last year.

Along wilh Moore and Klein,
Tolofl will be In the hunt for an
individual stale championship
next season.

Esie Waile

Novi Juntor

Two years ago, Novl had (hree
freshmen known as (he fabulous
freshimen. Last year they were the
super sophs. So this year. Tolofl.
Walle and Mark Avenius formed
the jubilant Juniors. Okay, so

“there’s no good word lo go with

Juntor.

Regardicss, Walle became a very
tmportant member of the Wildcals
this year. When Avenius was suf-
fering from teg tnjuries for much of
the last monih of the season, It
was Walle who stepped up his per-
formances.

He finished 22nd al the stale
meel after inishing elghth al the
regtonal meet. ile also had top fin-
islies at the KVC meel {seventh).
the Oakland Counly nieet (sev.

_enth) and the Gabriel Richard

Photo by JOHN HEIDER

First-team all-area cross country selections, from left, Eric Watle, Tim Moore, Mark Avenius
and Chris Tololf of Class A state champion Novi, and Tom Greenless from Milford.

tnvile (Rth). He won the Lakeland
dual race. whitch ended up ensur-
ing Novi of the conference champl-
onship.

Mask Avenlus

Nov junlor

You coulil Just tell how badly his
team missed him In the later por-
tion of the season. Novi (inished
sccond al the KVC meet, second at
Oakland County and second at the
regtonal. Avenius missed each of
those mects, and Novi really
misaed having tlielr all-state run-
ner (17th place) In Mlie lineup.

Actually, Avenius ran tn the

KVC meet, but stopped during the
race to stretch his legs. He Ain-
Ished 401h and Novt (ell short of
Lakeland. Had he been healthy, he
would have needed to Ninish In just
17th place for Novl to win the

meet.
He was healihy for the Redlord
Unton Invile, and [t showed [n his

. fourth-place Nnish.

Brian Theut

Lakeland sophomore

Theut (pronounced “Toy" for you
folks In Novi} was an all-conler-
ence runner (he was filth at the
KVC meet, helping the Eagles

claim the league crown) and state
qualifier who finished 33rd at the
Michigan Speedway. Theut ook
seventh-place at Springfteld Oaks,
the toughest reglonal in the state.
tie was 10th at the Oakiand Coun-
ty meet and second behind Tom
Gr:nless tn the Lakeland-Mitford
dual.



Onmall-mﬂmmwnm
’llke an all-state team, so youy better
recognize the talent of the next seven,
Second team, perhaps, but no slouch-

3. South Lyon's Jason Pridmore, for -

instance, {s a two-time state qualifler
and the Lions’ best runner the past
two seasons. Breit Barley and Mike
Callahan were key members of Mil-
ford's state-qualifying team. And If it

were not for Nick Bassitt, Novi would .
not have won the state championship.

Nick Bassitt
Novi senjor
AmUcalparttoNovrsstntcdm

team, Bassitt was the Wild- -

cat’s fifth man this year. He finished

Bass:tt Ieads 2nd team

*-dl

-

ﬁ mtc-meetaﬁq%
BasdttwaszlstatmeKVCmeet.
and took 14th overall at the Redford
Unlon Invite at Cass Benton. He is the
lone senlor in Novi's top five and one
«of just two seniors on Novi's varsity
‘who will be gone next year.

Brtan Bilyk

Nosthville junior

Unlike each of the other members
of HomeTown's all-area team, Bilyk
often batiled the by him-
self, Unquestionably the Mustang's

Continuedon 4

Novi’s fifth man tops our 2nd team

Continued from 2

top runner, Bilyk ran to a 55th-place
finish at the Class-A state meet in a
time of 16 minutes, 39 seconds.
He qualified for the finals with a
ninth-ptace finish at the regjonal meet
- at Ann Arbor. Bilyk was a first-team
all-Western Lakes Activiles Assocla-
‘tion runner (6th place) and also fin-
ished sixth in the junior/sentor por-
tion of the Walled Lake Western Invile.

ninth and qualifying, for the second
time, for the Class A state meel,
where Pridmore finished 110th. He
placed 17th at the KVC meet. Prid-
more turned In his best time of the
season (16:32). and placed second’
overall at the Centeriine Invitational.

Brett Batley

Miiford senlor ]

Barley was nothing if not clutch. As
a junior he was crucial to Milford’s

Jason Pridmore :, . 5¢ 8L &N L3, regional tille. This season he was 15th |,

South Lyon eenior

at the Springficd Oaks

sur-

He came correct at the never easy  prising everyone but perhaps his
Springfield Oaks regional, placing coach, teasnmates and himself. Every- -

one knows the name Tom Greenless,
but &t was senlors itke Barley and fel-
Jow second team member Mike Calla-
han that helped the Redskins become
one of the best teams in the state
(they were seventh at the Class A
finals). Barley was named second-
team all-conference.

Mike Callshan

Milford senfor

Callahan was a second-team all-
KVC runner as a senior, as he fin-
tshed 11th at the conference mect. He
was 28th at the Qakland County
meet and helped the Redskins secure

an appearance in the slate finals with
his performance at the Springfield
Oaks regional.

Nick Kopezyk

Milford sophomore

While Milford was blessed with
senjors ke Torm Greenless, Brett Bar-
ley and Mike Callahan, youth was
served in the person of Kopezyk, a
tenth-grader.

He was one of four Milford runners
to place in the top JQ0 at the state;

_ meet. Kopezylk placﬁd 21st atngﬂ

regional, 15th at the,,
and 21st at Oakland County.



Moore, Toloff head up Novi quartet

_ Continued from 1 top finishes at the KVC meet {seventh), the Oak-  runner (he was fifth at the KVC meet, helping
Jand County meet (seventh) and the Gabriel the Eagles claim the league crown) and state
- them back next year, don't look for for an  Richard Invile (fifth). He won the Lakeland dual qualifier who finished 33rd at the Michigan

enduring Lakeland hiatus from Brockiyn. race, which ended up ensuring Novi of the con-  Speedway.

Klein was named all-state for the second time  ference champlonship. Theut took seventh-place at Springfield
in his two-year carcer. He placed in the top five Oaks, the toughest regtonal in the state. He
in most of Michigan's elite meets: Afth at state, Mark Avenlus was 10th at the Oakland County meet and sec-
third at the brutal Springfield Qaks regional, Novi junior ond behind Tom Greenless in the Lakeland-

fourth at the conference, second at the Oxford You could just tell how badly his team missed Milford dual.

Invilaticnal and fourth at the West Bloomfield him in the later portion of the scason. Novi fin- ‘ '
Invitational. Klein was sixth at the Oakland ished second at the '
County meet and third In Lakeland's dual meet KVC meet, second

th intradistrict rtval Milford. at Oaldand Coun
Chris Toloff ) regional. Avenjus -
. Novl junjor - . missed each of : irst Toam School Grade BestTi
If it wasn't Moore winning duals and tnvita- those meets, and rﬂa—!—mm—sa——rﬁ%oﬁﬂ&")-
tionals this year, it was Toloff. The junior harrier  Novi really missed | oM. 2roeness ! ot -
~ finished seventh at the state meet, his second- having their all- | Tim Moore Novi Sophomore _ 15:25 (MIS)
atralght medal performance. He was third at the  state runner (17th | Pat Klein ' Lakeland Junior 15:40 (MIS)
:_(\g: meet, fifth I?rts Oaklang C?un?‘;:ldmt at Red- place) In the line- | Chris Toloff Novi Sophomore 15:42 (MIS)
ord Union and first at Gabriel Ric . up. : - .
He and Moore produced the most feared 1-2  Actually, Avenius Sﬂcm\l:aﬂo - ::O: JJ::::: :g;g (m:g,
punch [n the state, making it difficult to over- ran In the KVC | ~arivenius 0 109 (MIS)
come Novi's top two. His Novi team has not lost meet, but stopped | Brian Theut Lakeland Sophomore _ 16:24 (MIS)

a dual meet in over two years, something the during the race to
. KVC has not seen since Lakeland's streak of 42-  streich his legs. He - .
consecullve wins was snapped by the Wildcats finished 40th and | Second Team . : : ’ ’
last year. Novli fell short of ' Grade t T
* Along with Moore and Kiein, Toloff will be In  Lakeland. Had he | Baanemk Seh00! ———arade o Time (course

the hunt for an Individual state champtonship been healthy, he Nick Bassift Novi Senior 16:39 (MIS)

ext season. eceded
" " | honstd have Just, | Bren Bartey Milford Senior 16:47 (MIS)
Eric Walle . L 17th place for Novi | C.J. Hadding Lakefand Junior 17.08 (Kensington)
§ ,'I‘WW' Junior Novi had three fresh to:;rln lhel!:‘eclith Jason Pridmore South Lyon  Senior 16:32 (Centerline)
0 ycars ago, Novi had three freshmen e was healthy | ; " : 1
known as the fabulous freshmen. Last year they for the Redford :';k lé(::'c:‘yk ::l::n:: w :::: &g
were the super sophs. So this year, Toloff, Walle Unlon Invite, and 1t | 2o tafahan ifo : .
and MarkhAvmlus formed the jubtlant junlors. showed in his .
Okay, so there's no good word to go with junior.  fourth-place finish. .
Regardless, Walle became a very important d ﬂg':o‘:ia-'gi. mﬂt'!‘g"l  Avan B
member of the Wildcats this year. When Avenius ~ Brian Theut oland - Eric Jedynak, 8.J. McCool, Ryan Bartman
was sulfering from leg injuries for much of the Lakeland :‘llllord - Casey Bames, TyleieranAcker
last month of the season, it was Walle who  sophomore ovi - Evan Fostar, Mitch & Pennala, And
stepped up his performances. Theut (pro- South Lyon - Ryan Roma, Gary Pennala, Andrew Lapham

He finished 22nd at the state meet after fin-  nounced “Toy") was Northvllle - Phil Santer, Ben
ishing eighth at the regional meet. He also had an all-conference
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If there’s a debate you'll
hear [n cross counlry, it prob-
ably has something to do with

| Boy’s cross countryl

icaen Novi's front four lead pack

KVC Rurner of the Year.
Greenless won the KVC
championship, was second at

which ts the best cross-coun-
(ry conlerence In the siate of Michigan.

Those from the Western side of the state will hoot
and holler thst the OK-Red (Ottawa-Kent} conference
in (he beat in the slate. Wheseas anyone from the east
side of the atate wiil tell ya that the Kenstngton Valley
Conference §s tops.

The OK-Red conference, which consists of teams
such as Rockford, Holland-West Ottawa, Grand
Haven end Jenison, has eight teams (n all. The KVC
has teams such as Novi, Brighton, Milford end Lake-
land, seven in all.

The proof Is in the ttles. tn which the RVC has won
the last five siate Uiles and six tn this decade. The
OK-Red has never won a state title, The OK-Red had
one runner in the top 10 (champion Dathan Ritzen-
hein of Rockford). The KVC had four of the top seven
runners In the state (all of which are on HomeTown's
all-area squad),

11 that dnesnt end the debate rtght theve, then lel's
see (f the OK-Red conference can put logether a team
thal could bealt the following seven alhictes, which are
from just five of the seven league schools. Anyone
would be hard pressed (o find aeven betier runners
from any one area than we have here.

Tom Greenless

Mliford sentor

Befitting the founder and CEO of the Road Runner
Lawn Company. Greenless’ high school career was
dedicated to mowing down the competition. e con-
cluded his career as one of the efile athleles tn achool
history. & tuee-time all-state selection and the 1999

the Oakland County meet. sec-

ond at the brutal Springfield Osks reglonal, and
fourth at the Class A siate finals.

His Ume of 15:17 at the Spartan tnvitational estab-

Itshed ot only a personal best, but a new school

o

Thm Moore

Novl sophomore

I § weren't for & certain runner fram Rockford,
Moore would be the overwheiming favorite to win the
Clana-A slate title next year. But be il 80, Moore will
be the overwhelming top challenger to take on Ritzen-
hein at next year's state meet.

This scason was sort of 3 coming-out party for
Moore. who consistently placed among the top two on
his team all year long. His 3rd-place finish at the state
meet was the icing on a cake which tncluded top
finlshes at the KVC meet (2nd overalll. Oakland
County (4th overall). Redford Union (2nd overalil.
Gabriel Richard (2nd overall) and the Ann Arbor

{Ist overall).
In two head-to-head finishes against Greenlesa this
. Moore was one for two, edging the Miiford senlor
at the state meet.

Pat Kieln

Laketand junfor

Though Lakeland (just barely) didn’t make the state
finals for the first Ume tn, like forever. the Eagles were
well-represented individually by first-leam all-area
members Pat Kiein and Brian Theut. And with both of

Centizzed on 2




Befitung the founder and CEO of
the Road Runner lawn Company.
Greenless’ high school career was
dedicated o mowing down the
competition. He concluded his
career as one of the elite athletes
tn school histery. a three-time all-
state selection and the 1999 KVC
Runner of the Year,

Greenless won the KVC champi-
onship, was second at the Oak-
land County meet, second at the
brutal Springfield Oaks regional.
a:‘hﬂfounh at the Class A state

His time of .15:17 at the Spartan
Invitauonal sesbljsbed not oaly a
personal best. but a new school
record.

Tim Moore

Novi sopbomore

if it werent for a certain runner
from Rockford. Moore would be
the overwhelming favorite to win
the Class-A state title next year.
But be It so. Moore will be the
overwhelming top challenger to
take on Ritzenhein at next year's
state meet.

This season was sort of a com-
tng-out party for Moore. who con-
sistently placed among the top two
on his team all year long. His 3rd-
place finish at the state meet was
the icing on a cake which included
top fnishes at the KVC meet (2nd
overall). Oakland County (4th
overall). Redford Union (2nd over-
alll. Gabriel Richard (2nd overall)
and the Ann Arbor regional (1st

overall).

In two head-to-head finishes
against Greenless this year. Moore
was one for two. edging the Milford
senior at the state meet.

Pat Klein

Lakeland junior

Though Lakeland (Just barely)
didn’t make the state finals for the
first time In. like forever. the
Eagles were well-represented indi-
vidually by first-team all-area
members Pat Klein and Brian
Theut. And with both of them back
next year. don't look for for an
enduring Lakeland hiatus {rom
Broo)

Kiein was named ali-state for
the second time in his two-year
career. He placed (n the top five In
most of Michigan's elite meets:
fifth at state, third at the brutal
Springfield Oaks regional, fourth
at the conference. sccond at the
Oxford Invitational and fourth at
the West Bloomfleld Invitational.
Klein was esixth at the Qakland
County meet and third in Lake-
land's dual meet with tnradistrict
rtval Milford. .

Chris Toloft

Novi jualor

If 1t wasn't Moore winning duals
and invitadonals this year, it was
Toloff. The junior harrier finished
seventh at the state meet, his sec.
ond-straight medal perfermance.
He was third at the KVC meet. fifth
at Oakland County. first at Red-
ford Union and first at Gabriel
Richard.

He and Moore produced the
most feared 1-2 punch in the
state, making it difficult to over-
come Novi's top two. His Novi team
has. not lost a dual meet in over
two years, something the KVC has
not scen since Lakeland's streak of



SECOND TEAM:
Our all-area first team reads
more like an all-state team, 80 yau

Continued on page 4
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‘Jason

Pridmore
makes
second
team

Continued from page 2

better recognize the talent of
the next seven. Second team.
perhaps. but no slouches. South
Lyon's Jason Pridmore, for
fnstance. is a two-time state
qualifier and the Lions’ best run.
ner the past two seasons. Brett
Barley and Mike Callahan were
key members of Milford's state.
qualifying team. And If 1t were
not for Nick Bassitt, Novi would
not have won the state champl-
onship.

Nick Bassitt

Novi senior

A critical pan to Novi's state
championship tearn. Bassitt was
the Wildeat's fifth man this year.
He finished 55th at the state
meet afier a 27th-place finish at
the Ann Arbor Regional.

Bassitt was 21st at the KVC
meet, and took 14th overall at
the Redford Union Invite at Cass
Benton. He is the lone sentor in
Novi's top five and one of just two
seniors on Novi's varsity who will
be gone next year. .

PBrian Bilyk

Northville junior

Unlike each of the other mem-
bers of HomeTown's all-area
team, Bilyk often battled the
competition by himself. Unques-
tionably the Mustang's top run-
ner. Bilyk ran to a 55th-place fin-
ish at the Class-A state meet in 2
time of 16 minutes, 39 seconds.

He qualified for the {finals with
s ninth-place finish a1 the region-
al meet at Ann Arbor. Bilyk was a
first-team all-Western Lakes
Activities ‘Associatton runner (6th
place) and also finished sixth in
the junior/senlor portion of the
Walled Lake Western Invite.

Jason Pridmore

South Lyos senlor
. He camr<orrect at the never-
easy Springhield Oaks regional.
placing ninth and qualifving. for
the second time. for the Class A
state meet, where Pridmore fin-
ished 110th. He placed 17th at
the KVC meet. Pridmore turned
fn his best time of the season
{16:32). and placed second over-
all a1 the Centerhine lnvitational.

Brett Barley

Milford senior

Barley was nothing {f not
clutch. As a junior he was crucial
to Milford's regional title. This
season he was I5th at the
Springfield Oaks regional. sur-
prising everyone but perhaps his
coach, teammates and himself.
Everyone knows the name Tom
Greenless. but it was seniors like
Barley and [eliow second team
member Mike Callahan that
helped the Redskins become one
of the best teams in the state
{they were seventh at the Class A
finals). Barley was named sec-
ond-team ali-conference.

Mike Callahan

Milford senior

Callahan was & second-team
all-KVC runner as s senior. as he
finished 11th at the conference
meet. He was 28th st the Oak-
land County meet and helped the
Redskins secure an appearance
in the state finals with his perfor-
mance at the Springfield Oaks
regional. :

Nick Koperyk

Milford sophomore

While Milford was blessed wi
seniors Uke Tom Greenless, Brett
Barley and Mike Callahan, youth
was served in the person of
Kopczvk. a tenth-grader. He was
one of four Milford runners to
place in the top 100 at the state
meet. Kopczyk placed 21st at the
regional. 15th at the conference
meet and 213t at Oakland Coun-

ty.

C.J. Badding

Lakeland junjor

While first-team all-ares selec-
tions Pat Klein and Brian Theut
were the stars. Hadding was a
very good third runner for the
Eagles. All three will be back next
season. Hadding was ninth at the
KVC meet — which Lakeland won
= making him a second-team all-
conference honoree. He also came
up big at the Oakland County
meet. placing 16th.
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Greenless qualifies for nationals

Milford senior takes:seventh
at regional cross country meet

.- otor® - v
ce B i e

Todd Mobley (left) was edged out by Tom Greenless but both carmed trips to the national meet

Tom Greenless of Milford and
Tedd Mobley of West
Bloomfield each had their cross
country seasons extended a few
more weeks.

Mobley, a senior at Walled

‘Lake Central High School, and

Greenless, a senior at Milford
High, each earned berths at the
Foot Locker Cross Count
National Finals, which will
take place Dec. 11 at Walt
Disney’s Oak Trail Course at
Shades of Green in Orlando,

a.

Greenless nosed out Mobl
for seventh place at last week’s
Foot Locker Midwest Regional
Championships at the
University of Wisconsin-
Parkside in Kenosha, Wisc.

The top eight boys and girls
in the seeded races qualify for
the national finals.

Greenless was timed in 15:23
for the 5,000-meter course
while Mobley took eighth in
15:24. Both were in a battle for
the final qualifying berths as
Ryan Cole of Sanford, Mich.
placed ninth in 15:25.

Dathan Ritzenheim of
Rackford, the Michigan Class A
state cross country champion,
was the individual winner in
14:56.

Mobley was the Class A state
runner-up while Greenless
placed fourth at the state meet.
All three landed berths on the
first team of the Foot Locker
All-Midwest Regional Cross
Country team.

Runners in the Midwest
re%ional came from Arkansas,
Colorado, Illinois, Indiana,
Jowa, Kansas, Michigan,
Minnesota, Nebraska, North
and South Dakota, Ohio,
Oklahoma and Wisconsin.

Nearly 350 runners from
those atates competed at the
midwest regional.

Other area runners who com-

ted included Tim Moore of

ovi, who placed 33rd in 15:49.

Michigan, which had five fin-
ishers in the top 10 for 35 points,
was the team winner. Illinois
was second with 53 points and
Ohio took third with 77.

In the girls regional, Karen
LeRoy of Oxford placed 78th cut
of more than 400 runners and
was timed in 19:37,

Thousands of the nation's top
high schoo! runners competed in
other regional meets, which
included the Northeast in Bronx,
N.Y, the South in Charlotte. N.C.
and the West in Walnut, Calil.
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Mobely

" By MARVIN GOODWIN
m.m Osiland Prass

4 ARer another state croes coun-. -

try meet there's little doubt that

< same of the best distance runners
in the state are in Oakland
County. For the second straight
year, Novi won the Clasa A state
dmmpionahi%cl!owing consecu-

ngington Valley

* Conference rival Lakeland the
previous two years. The Wildcats
placed four runners on the All-

county a?uad
Five of the top seven finishers

at the stale meet were from

" Qakland County.
B Todd Mobley, Walled Lake
Weatern: A three-time All-
County selection and a four-time
state ifier, Mobley was the
county’s best runner. He won
Oskland County, Western Lakes
Activities Association and region-
al crowna and was runnerup at

* the Brother Rice Invitational. He
was unbeaten in dual meets and
took second at the Class A state
meet.
W Tim Moore, Novi: Moore came
on strong at the end of the sea-
son, punctuating a etrong effort
by taking third at the Class A
slate meet, seconds behind

¢ Mobley. Only a sophomore, Moore

Wildc

ToloH Greenless

was Kengington Valley .

Conference runner-up ion-

al champion. He placed fi at

the Oakiand County meet.

8 Chris Toloff, Novi: Toloff and
. Moore helped give the Wildcats a

' one-two punch. Bach tock
mnﬁng each other, and

each were a threat to win most

meets in which they competed. A °

junior, Toloff was Redford Union
nvitational champ, was third in
the KVC and was regional run-

ner-up before taking seventh at

state.

B Tom Greenless, Milford:
Perhaps the moet feared runner
because of his combination of

* endurance and apeed — ho's a

sub-50-gecond quarter-miler in
track — the senior is also a three-
time All-County selection and
fourtime state qualifier.
Greenless is the KVC champion
and was runner-up at the
Qakland County and regional
meets. He used his strong kick to
secure fourth place at the state

meet,

M David Sage, Clarkston: Sage
been one of the area’s top dis-
tance runners the past four years. A
four-time state qualifier, Sege was
OAA [ champion and unbeaten in

m\ndmlnmﬂemlhe
lord Invitational, took third at the

Oaklardtcu:mtymeetandw?
fourth toudu’eponala
ingfield Ouka The acnior fire

i 13th at the Class A state meet.
B Pat Klein, Lakeland: A strong

competitor, Klein eventually
began bealing runners he had
lost to earlier in the season. The
junior finished sixth at the
Oakland County meet, fourth at
the KVC meet, third at the
Springfield Oaks regional and
second at the Oxford Invitational.
He was also 10th at the Jackson
Invilational and finished fifth at

.the state meet, seconds behind

Greenlesa,

B Matt Haver, Clarkston:
Haver, along with Sage, formed a
consistent duo for the Wolves,
who were Oaldand County and
0AAl cham&ions. Haver was
third at the Oxford Invitational,
eighth at the Qakland Count;
meet and gixth at the Spri d
Qaks regional, He finished gixth
ot the OAA | meet and placed
23rd at the Class A stale meet.
8 Nick Gillett, Troy: One of two
sophomores on the squad, Gillett
was the Colis' top runner. The
tall, long-striding runner was
third at the OAA [ meet, was
Ambroee Invitational champion
and was third at the Royal Oak
Kimball regional. He finished

Haver_

17th at the Oakland County meet
and was 22nd at the state meet.
B Eric Walle, Novi: Walle su)
ported the Wildeats' effort wi
steady performances. He tock sev-
enth at the Oakland County meet
and was eighth at the Ann Arbor

* Pioneer regional. Walle finished

22nd at the atate meet.
W Mark Avenius, Novi: Avenius
overcame injuries midway
e season (o run his

best when it counted most. He
was fifth at the Detroit Jesuit
Invilational and placed 17th at
the Class A stale meet as the
Wildcats' third finisher.
8 Coach of the Year, Bob .
Smith, Novi: With the loss of
throe guality seniors, including a
pair of All-Slate runners, virtually
no one gave the Wildcata a chance
to repeat as state champions.
Despite second place finishes at
the Oakland County, regional and
KVC league meets, Novi was
undaunted. The Wildeats ran
their best race of the seasen in
capturing their second straight
state title. Comparing lasl year's
team times to this year’s, Smith
said the average time on the
Wildcats' home couree for the top
seven runners was 16:41, the
same for years.

“{ think it (state title) means

Gillett

ats take lead on boys team

Avenius

Smith

I}
)
" All-cocunty Boys Cross Country j
Todd Mobiley Wallod Lake Westem  Sr. 1525
Tim Moore Nowi Soph. 1527 »
Tom Grooniess Mifond - Sr. 15:40 1
Pat Kiein Lakeland . 1540
Chris Toloft Nowvi - 15:42 5
Oavid Sage Clarkston Se. 16:04 .
Mark Avenkss Novi A 1609 °
MaitHaver Clarksion S, en 3
Eric Walle Nov & 16:15 *
Nick Gillett . Troy Soph. 16:18
)
Second Team 3
Neme School Class State Time
Chis Gumz Rochester Soph, 16:18
Androw Bauer Lahser Soph. 16:20 e
Chartie Stamboulien  North Farmington St. 16:23 3
Brian Thaut Lakeland Soph. 16:24 L
Michael Colt Lake Ovion Soph. 16:26
David Cngan Waterford Mot Sr. 16:4 -
Adam Frezza Lake Orion e 17:00 .
Stave Smith mem" Jr.' 18:18° 1
*Dono at regional moel. h ]
o
Honorsble Mention: Bre2t Quantz, Dan Burke and Kevin Breen, Clarkston; ,
Craig Franidand and Dave deSteiger, Rochestor Adams; Jason Pridemaore, Southy
Lyon; Kevin Naughton, Walled Lake Wastem; Charles Visconti and Mark
ng'um.mm;mmwemwmwz cJ.Hm1
Lakeland; Gitett, Troy, Andrew and Spencer Aston, Lake Orion; !
Dulo, ; Mike Barion, Bimingham Seahoim ‘
more (this year) because pem!o more determination on their "
can't say its luck,” said Smith, (team) part. It’s really gratifying
who has coached at Novi for 19 to know it’s not an anomaly (and)
years. “It's more than luck, it's we can do it again.” %




