
Depth will get
Novi through
graduation losses(

By MARVIN GOODWIN
OiTIwOautnSPitn

The elate con be iriped deoa fbr
Novi's 'Wildcats. The defesdins

vinually their whole stertiag Un»

retumag seoiois who’w
vanity niimers the past
yean, ClerkstoB is set to
all stops to ̂  to the sute Beet.
David Sage is one of the area’s

ninneni but
BretiQuaiitz, Haver, Chris
Weber and Dao Buiie will have
to pull closer to him for the
Wdves to be auooessfiiL Eric
Sweeney and Brian Writer could
also help, along with some
unproven runners. Tve been in
tbis uositiou so tiisosy”
ooacnN^lbylor said,*but Pm
optiBistit I thinh well have
another good yean*

4. Milford
f.rtring thre^fourths of the

etate chaspion
3,200 relay is
cause for COD'
eats for coach
Brian Salyers
But the anchor
man Thm

Greenleas,
could be one of
the ben cross
country run
ners in
Oaklud Greenless

Oalclau CounQ-and Class A bqya
OU6S COUfitiy StAte

who raced tnrou^ a magical sea
son, have to start all over like the
lestoftheteama
But that's fine with the

Wildcats, who will aae whethar
they can duplicate Ian year'a per-

Here is Oakland Countyh pre-
aeaioDtoplO.

1. Novi
The Wildcats were hit hard I9

graduation, losing three of their
top five runners, who were also
three-fourths of a 3,200 r^
squad that ran 7:55 in trad and
was second at the state Beet But
the returnees include another leg
of that relay, junior Chris TbloC
and sophomore Tta Moore, the
school record-holder in the 3,200.
Each is a threat to win mon
races. Theyll be belped by juniors
Mark Avenius and Eric Walla But
Novi won't catch anybody by sur
prise this teason.

Ot,«nc Pint COBTEZ

WM Lake Canbafs Todd Motdey finished nxth at tttt Class A
meal last season, but had a rough yew bi track last spring

are running real well,* Oxford
coach Ray Sutherland said.

8. Ttoy
With experience retunine ftoa

last year's youthful squad, the
Colts probably can nt^ a few
more victories. Sophomore Niih
Giliett could be the leading run
ner with Rodngo Landeros, Biyan
Banes, Adam Wagner and I%ul
Souder farming a solid quartet

9. Troy Athon*
The Red Hawks lost thair top

two runners to graduation 1»it
we have a ton of juniors who
could really make the grade,* aaid
coach Mike Stallsmith. That
includes Dan Carter. Thomas
Ferri, Brandon Hanney, Ayush
Batra and Mario Baumann.
Sophomores Matt Rose and PhO
DeCook. along with senior Victor
Arena, who played football the
last three years, will help. "iHe'!)
as strong as a runner for his sixe
as Tve ever seen.' Stallsmith said
ofArena. Nearly 40 boys an out
for the team.

■ ■ ,w~ I r~ mg a VJII,— mv- mip

Aiere's no den^ thaC said
Novi coach Robert Smith. “We
knew that we'd have a bull'a-eye
on our back Last year we got a

  out of coming out of
nowhere. This year we have
nowhere to hide, (so) we're going
to go out and prove to everyone
wen still here.*

ess has
been an all-state runner the
two seasons. If so
Banes and Nick juI nior
Steve Rukstelo and seniors Braa
Barley. Joe Rukstelo, Mike
flallaKan aud BiU Co

run in a padt behind
Milford could dupl
ion's effort. Tach have had their
maments,' Salyers said. These
guys have come throu^ in difiier-
ent instances. It's their time to
rise up and be good.'

8. South Lyon
If the Lions can support a cou-
'  * state qualifiers—

icate last tea-

ma and Jason

can
f-B 2. Lakeland

Novi broke the Eagles' streak of
consecutive Kensington Valley
Conference titles, which stretched
some five seasons. The Eagles
. aren't mad, but th^ be competi

tive. *We've got a little mote expe
rience than people ihink we do.*
coach Randy Willdns said. That
includes Pat Klein, one of the top
juniors in the state. Tie's our
Tna4w guv COIIUDg KaA " WilVtfqa
said. Hell be

5i-£S

Oarkston'a David Sage wH give
the Husides a pieseiwe «the
ftent of moet peeks

who finished sixth at the Class A
state meet last year. Hell be
joined by Jeremy Auer, who is
coming ofl' a standout track sea
son as one of the state’s top half-
milets. JeffEddingion and Kevin
Coggins will help,but Central will
MM more depth.

C*-t-e 'w =

10. Lak* Orion
With the de

frontrunners,
Eric Lohr. the Dragons' saving
grace will be a junior varsity
squad that has had some success.
Senior Andrew Fons had a
respectable track season, and

' of its two
Desiletsand

D

tenioisRyan
Pridmote - the/U be competi
tive. Bob Najduk could also help,
along with sophomore Brian Lm.
The KVC, though, ia a battlefield,
and the Lions W take theii
lumps, too.

Bartman, CJ. Hadding.
Kiley and Keith Grant. Seniors
Eric Jedynak and BJ. McCeol
have big-meet experience, and

Mat 7. Oxford
The waters of the elite teams

might still be too deep for the
Wildcats, but thev leturn virtual-

Senior John Stein artotomOT
DMN^WMdhhke Michael CdtAould also help. Tf

ane

tight to be compeiitiva 'All three Somebody will step up. I ihink.

6. Wallod Lako
Contral

The Vikings just missed a state
berth last year and will need to
run like the dickens thin aeason to
qualiA- for state. ThatTl itort with
'Ibdd Mobley, who after ooming off
a mediocre mack season, is eager
to prove he's the same rumwr

with Ryan Woodard, a hurdler in
track, could also contribute.

3. Clarfcston
the Wolves won the
last season, they’ve

had a hollow feeling the last cou
ple hfyears because fa state quali-
Qring berth has eluded them. With

Although
OAAIti&

l
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Trio of captains ready to take off
Sports Editor have to have that common goal,’ Bassitt was the team's eighth
Th»*v «av U7inr,ir,« =. c, , I, " a ' S'* ^6°' to be in a good posi-

ineitlstwiceasdifficMii ● m^inisyear. spot arc Juniors Steve Szu-asl and Dan
We-n Se Whaf he Lvr h«,.- ^ Stevens, seniors Evan Foster and Steve

countn-team ci do ^ sophomores Matt Harsha-
T-k , ‘ ̂  can do ]y, really hungry to go back. They had Strong and Mitch Ertckson

.f ;S"ufb?sfroob"rme?fi'aT/p

fo ™n'c?osTf “d” “ ™"ff' oiong Mlh raturrtng sophomore secohds” each olS'*' "'’
lojmn cross country and track at Notre Tim Moore, will lead the team in 1999. Like always. No« will have plemv of
But Whai rmilrt nnccihiv K. e> Htne, They have been about as close as you regular-season challenges to prepare

problem?0Mr™,d^c”aTs^^.Ja.m"e;®!" ^ Z%
no longer the underdogs. They no longer the best runners In the state
have the element of surprise in their
arsenal.

man a

try to regain the dominance they had in
the Kensington Valley Conference for

They feed off each other. They really
can help each other

■
four years before No\-i stomped (hem last
season. Milford lost a lot, but have pos
sibly the conferences best returning run
ner (Tom Grcenless) and 50 other kids
out for the team. South Lyon and
Brighton each have two contenders and
Smith feels the Lions are ready to take
that next step up.

■We're doing more than rebuilding,
we're reloading." an excited Smith said.
*I can't wait for next week to begin."

The Wildcats will take on North\-ilie in
the season opener today at Cass Benton.

," said Smith,
Everyone is gunning for us now," Rounding out Novi's lop four

coach Bob Smith said. 'We all have are Juniors Mark Avenius and Eric Walle
bu Iseyes on our backs. It is much hard- Along with Toloff. the three have been a

** ‘s there." fixture In No\1 running since their fresh-
But if early season workouts are any . men year,

indication, the team is doing everything "These four guys are leading the
it can to get back to the top. Tri-captains charge. They're training like crazy and
Nick Bassitt (seruor). Chris Toloff (junior) the dedication level has kicked
and Eric Walle (senior) got the team notch." their coach said
together and decided to begin pracUce on After that, there
June 21. two weeks earlier than the
team usually starts.

runners

up a

are seven guys vjing
for the last three spots on the varsityteam.
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Most sports teams still rely on the

leadership provided by the
team captains

●yJASON sCHMItt
Sports Editor 'They hrtve to be wllllnR tb fl flcnrice thrlr

summer to make sure the team practices ’

DcInR a captain at the varsity level all scTl'll’l„’™r """
its cracked up to be n.*

Well that’s not exactly Inif* .u. ^ team has three captains

^  ̂ summer practice two weeks eaSer than
L  normally scheduled start The team
the same peers you’ve shared both great working out as early as June 2
moments with, as well as the bad ones. lA not 'We fust rea”/wa" edTo^Vart the

to do. To me there's no one kid Why’S
Important than any other one.

Hegardicss of the sport. It Is an honor to be
elected t)y your peers.

■| was excited because It was a high honor,
and I know a lot of guys on the team respected
me. Kittle said.

The foolball team normally selects four cap
tains, but only two were chosen this season
because of a lack of overall voting.

Out what exactly does a captain do7 Am they more m.l"JoS Ils^nToSat

more

was

the Iwkcrroom cheerleaders. Uie ones cncmimg- Wc knew we had to do more Ihls'vrar Coach cant be there all the time, sowebasl-
In^hclr teammates to play harder, longer. belS will be tougher to defend the chanS^rnn^^hill >o push each other out there.'Walle

Well yeah , they are leaders inside the locker- than It was to win il - championship said. It s good that we have so many good lead-
room and outside of It. But oflen there’s much -Thev’re mv r Uhl - o ... . 0" this team.'
more to It. even If they don't know It. -They handle the slretrh/na 'I'h ""“"y swimmers on Its roster, the

'Wc lead the stretching drills, organize the hydration Sometime^ warmups, team has three captains for the 1999 squad,
team dinners.' senior co-captaIn of the football workouts. I know these three euvs^wu[ lal" Harlland. Emily NIcol and Leslie
team Dan Kittle said . 'Once the games gel careofit ^  NImer have been selected by their fcam-

fS l’cSer-*^“" '* ,he'Sj” aecond-consecutlve
For now Kittle and fellow captain Jon Cend ' No?LineSm.!i"h^vrcTptaln3 The fnoihaii co-captalns. with Tara

exLT ^«'-n.ry. g^fs Cnnls ImyVgolS fcanT"'

Tm not a mal vocal guy. but I feci , need to buf«h^ captains. The defending slate champion soccer team
has elected for three captains this year. Ryan
Rzepka. Scott Jettle and Frank Raburn will try
to lead Ihe team back to the championship
game.

Uc It great leadership or superb coaching,
something must be working. Not many schools
can say llrcy won two stale championships lastfall.
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Extra practice
shows, pays off
By JASON SCHMtTT
Sports Editor

With teammate Chris TololT
unable to finish the race
because of a knee

Injury. Moore dominated
the field. He topped Novi's
next finisher. Eric Walle by
1:14.

Walle was second overall In
17:22. which shaved over a

minute off last year's time.
Mark Avcnius was third at

17:58 and Steve Sxwast

(18:02) and Nick Bassltt
(18:05) were close behind to

round out the scoring for
Novi. Mitch Erickson was
seventh overall In 18:17 and

Matt Harsha-Strong was
eighth at 19:05.
Szwast's time was 1:52

better than last year and
Bassltt knocked over :30 off
of his time.
'Steve was a wannabe last

year, but he's a real con

tender this year.* Smith said.
"You can tell he's focused

this year. He's got fire In his
eyes."
Knowing what his team

had last season. Smith was

just hoping lo sec how much
farther his team was ahead of

last year's pace.
'We really are looking to

Improve.* he said. *So It's
very gratifying to see
the weren't

The two extra weeks of

practice the Novi boys' cross
country team put In this

summer seems lo have paid
off In the early parts lo the
Wildcats' 1999 season.

Novi took the top five
places and seven of the top
eight In a 15-46 win over

Northvlllc last Thursday.
More.so than the final score,
the runners' times were as

Impressive as ever.

Every starling runner
Improved his time from the

first race a year ago and
sophomore sensation Tim
Moore did more than that. He
broke the school record In
his first meet out.

Moore ran the Cass Benton
course In a lime of 16 min

utes. 8 seconds,

shaving two seconds off
Dan Chrtslopherson's time of
a year ago.
'He ran the race In over a

minute belter time than he

did last year.* a
stunned Novi coach Bob

Smith said. 'He ran a flaw

less race, ahead of everyone
else. This was very unexpect
ed.'

o>
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Smith said that he asked

all of his runners, except
Moore, wh.al Ihclr goals were
for I he first race of the sea
son.

complacent over the summer.

They workcrl hard."
runners

kids

who

Improved their Mines from a
year ago were Juniors Ken
Delgreco. Eric Saurer. sopho
mores Steve Duda an<l I'orld
Wasik and freshmen Tim
Kava and Matt Block.

Olher

'Had I known that his goal
was lo break the school

record, then I would have

discouraged him from run
ning all-out so early.* Smith
said.

Photo by JOHN HEIDER

Novi sophomore Tim Moore (above) surprised everybody by breaking.

the Cass Benton school record previously held by Dan Christopherson.
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Brighton And the winner is Cullen Finnerty. Oh
yeah, and Brighton. The Bulldogs smacked
Northi’lUe 31-3 in the football opener, as Finnerty, a
Junior, got the call behind center. Cullen threw for
195 yards and a score. He can go...

Hartland Jeff Harris shot a 72 at the Pre-KVC,
sticking him with HowelPs John Klzer for the low
score. HajTland finished second to Howell...

Howell The Highlanders won the Pre-KVC golf
tournament with a team score of 307. That u-iU go a
ways — one third of the way, actually — towards
the conference title. John Kizer led Howell with a
72...Joe Carpenter scored a touchdowm, but that
was It as Howell was smacked down by Grand
Ledge, one of the best football teams In the Lansing
area...

KVC hoops coach not picking the Redskins to repeat
as KVC champs is Milford's Don Palmer...

Novi Wildcats football coach John Osborne was '
comparing his signal caller, Mitch Maier. to Indiana
thrill-a-minute quarlcrbOack. Antwan Randle-E!.'
after Maier ran the option to near perfection in
Novi's 20-17 win over Farmington. Many had
claimed Farmington as the best team in that cltj'.
No comment from John Herrington...

Also, cross-country standout Tim Moore wasted'
no time going after the school record at Cass Ben
ton. The sophomore completed the course in 16:08,
eclipsing the old mark set last season by Dan
Chiistopherson.

Moore is the third person in less than a year to
hold the school record at Cass Benton. Kevin Ave-
nius had the old mark at 16:12 before Christopher-
son ran his 16:10. With three full years and over 20
more meets at Cass Benton. Moore may Just...?

South Lyon Golfer Justin Goyt set a school '
record when he shot 71 over 18 holes as the Lions
took second in the Farmington Invitational...Upon
further review, boys' X-C coach Scott Smith admits
he has high—very high—hopes for the coming sea
son. Now for the KVC wars.

Lakeland Look for the Eagles' football team to
have some new bodies as players return from
injuries for what should be the most favorable part
of Lakeland's schedule — Howell and Clio...

Milford The Redskins potent ground attack —
over 400 yards rushing — ate up Walled Lake Cen
tral 28-13 in Milford's football opener...The only
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Rockford dynasty
puttin’ on the ‘Ritz’

-4.

TOP RUNNERS

The pfBseascn top 25 crc«s-cconBy
runners as se«nei3 by cross-country
vx3 t79Ck statistician Jefl HcAobaugh:

Boys
Pimwrted tfi oerform well . I.DsthanRnzenhwn.HocWofd

woulJ'b. nice to see our | f..
team win the state championship 4 p^yi Niedzewiectu, Adrian
this season." said Rilzenhein, a 3.3 5. Tim Moore. Novi

student. “Novi was great last year 6- *ody Martn. RocWord

and will probably be^our biggest
For two years he played Robin competition this year. g jaKe Fiynn, Benz* Central

to Jason Hartmann's Ba'tman, but Novi returns three top per- 10. Andy Mars.n, Grand Udge

this season Dathan Ritzenhein as- formers from last year's champi-

sumes the starring role at Rock- onship team — sophomore Tim '13 ^^J!^^;^^e^ana
ford High. Moore (27th) and juniors Chris David Sage Ciarkston

If anvone can ni! the shoes of Toloff (29th) and Mark Avenius ■ 15, snawn Edv.-a-ds, Rush-ng

Hartmann, who won two Class A (54th). n
individual cross-country titles en If Ritzenhein and his team-

route to earning a scholarship to mates need more motivation, they s»jtnOrsta.'i

Oregon, it's Ritzenhein, a junior. can always stop by the school tro- le. Todd Mooiey.Waiied Lake
In fact, at the end of last year’s phy case and view the hardware ' Clentral

track season, it was hard to distin- won by the girls team - last |9 JjL^'.'^^^^cathosc
guish Batman from Robin. Ritzen- year's state champions. centra!
hein upset Hartmann at the state 22, Brent Wns*ey, a. Louis

meet to capture the 3,200-meter where are they NOW: Ryan 23, CrewToioR, Novi
title. And two weeks later he won Shay was the first Michigan male Crawtonj, Traverse City
the same event at the Footlocker to win four slate cross-country ^ win Garcia. Pint Kaaretey
National Scholastic Champion- titles, but he still had something to

ships in Raleigh. N.C. prove when he got to Notre Darne. ●
"The sky is the limit for him if "Being in Class  D I don’t think 1. Emily Anderson, Marquette

he can stay healthy," Rockford it allowed me to release my poten- 2. K^ToedeOusch.Roc*doid
tial," said Shav. who graduated

from Central Lake in 199 <. A lot « gmiiy p'akesiee Rcc*foro
of tilt colleges look for the lop ,6 unseyBiasOeii.Rocidore -

UTien Ritzenhein does his best, Footlocker guys, and I never ran 7. Mame Smiley, Sieri^ig Heights

there may be no one better in<he in that meet. But once I got to Siey«sw

coach Mark Nessner said. "He is

one of the most driven people I've
evei 'oeei. around." ’

counts'. Notre Dame I atarted beating | '
“After what I did at the end of Footlocker runners, and now .1 lo.JemiFftzgeraid, StedingHei^Tts

the track season, and this sum- think more colleges will look at Sievensor

mer, I think 1 have a good shot at the guv coming out of the smaller ti. Teresa Bongiovanni,ftoT>®o

winning the Footlocker in Fion- . . . 13 Amber Culp, Ann A-txx Pioneer
da,” he said of the national cross- Shay, a junior, has overtaken ' 14 Karen Leroy, Oxford
country championship. "But first I many runners as a member of the is.AnnZueike.GrandHaven

have to qualify. It's a lot harder Irish team. He is a tu’o-time All- 16. Jerviy irwn, Mascn (iounryC«re!

practicing without Jason." Big East runner, and a two-time ^
Expect Ritzenhein to qualify, winner of the National Catholic 'ig,[ten,eiieOui5enbwry.Miadiev4to. .

It’s also safe to expect another Invitational. 20. Cocrtney Meeker, Rochester

great season from Rockford. The Shay will defend that title Sept. ,2i. Beth Auty.GrossePotmeSouth
Rams finished second to Novi at 18 at Notre Dame in 

his first meet S S^H^^nn^Rocktord
the Class A stale championships, oftheseason. 24'carynW8ierson,Bert&eC«fttral ●
with Hartmann and Ritzenhein Perhaps Shay’s best perfor- 25. HarmonyOykbuis.Fremont

placing 1-2. mance was finishing 20th at the
The Rams return six of their_ World Junior Cross Country

top seven runners, including se- Championships in Marrakesh, he began in high school, follows
nior Andy Martin, who finished Morocco, last year. He was the top the Michigan scholastic scene
17th overall at last year’s state American in the 200-plus field. closely,

meet and hopes to give the Rams "It was a great experience to “I think there are a lot of run-

another pwtent one-two punch. get that international competition ners in Michigan with potential,"
“Hopefully, 1 can fill Dathan’s under my bell," said Shay, who said Shay, whose brother Nathan

role from las’t season." said Mar- covered the five-mile distance in is a freshman on the Irish team,

tin, who has a 3.6 grade-point av- 24 minutes, 20 seconds. “Not a lot "You hear a lot about the new

erage. “If I do that, it will put me of people were expecting that breed of American runners, and I
where I want to be. Not only the much from me, so  I used that to think there are runners in Michi-

sute level, but also nationally” my advantage." gan who want to be 2 part of this
Senior Seth Folkertsma and ju- Shay, who credits  a good deal movement. They’re aspiring to

niors Joe Swendrowski, Kyle Fuji- of his success to a high-mileage make it or. the international level
moto and Brian Smith also are regimen (60-80 miles weekly) that and that's a good thing."

CROSS-COUNTRY

By SCOTT TALLEY
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Cross Country: Notebook

Liggett to honor
100 years of teams

ington Metropark, it will be
held at Playfield Possum Hol-

By Bev Eckman
The Dftrail News
GROSSE

WOODS — They've covered
a lot of miles in a century of
running, the cross-country
teams of University Liggett.

The current version,

coached by Phil Langford, will
play host to a lo-school
anniversary meet at 4 p.m.
Sept. 16 at Schroder Field in
Grosse Pointe Woods.
To celebrate this centenni

al season, Langford did some
research and initially outHt-
led his boys in uniforms simi
lar to those worn by Liggett's
runners in 1899. Tliere were
just two problems.
The shorts would ride up

and bunch up between your
thighs and make it uncomfort
able to run.” senior Shaka
Bahadu said.

And the leather belts inhib-

POINTE low.
Meet director Bob Stazlc.

the Rice cross-country coach,
expects 80 teams, boys and
girls, for four varsity races,
divided by enrollment, start
ing at 9 a.m. with Division I
girls, smaller Class A schools
and Class B schools. Division

II girls (Class A) are at 9:30
a.m., followed by Division I
boys at 10 and Division II boys
at 10:30.

There is a S3 weekend
admission charge for cars
entering the Metropark with
out a season pass.

... The 13th armual Univer
sity of Detroit Mercy Invita
tional also will be Saturday at
Cass Benton Park in
Northville.

Meet director Guy Mur
ray. the track and cross-coun
try coach at UDM. said ti
teams entered the collegiate
races.

ited breathing. “I tried it once,
and I didn't like it,” he said.

Liggett’sUniversity
Knights will be in their regular
navy uniforms for the centen
nial meet.

The high school / open
division early entries include
Hazel Park. Plymouth Christ
ian. Dearborn Edsel Ford. Gar
den City, Trenton, Warren
Woods Tower. Southfield
Franklin Road Christian,
Southfield Christian and Novi,
the defending state boys
champion in A.

“It's the home course for

Novi," Murray said. “Novi is
definitely the class of the
field."

There will be three races.

Btaning with the high school /
open division at 10 a.m.

Murray, 32, qualified for
next spring’s Olympic Trials in
the marathon. The time

required is 2:22 or less, which
Murray did in June at Grand
ma's Marathon in Duluth,

Minn., running 2:21:18.

“I don't think there's anoth

er school that’s run 100 years.”
said Detroit Holy Redeemer
Coach Patrick Irwin, whose

team will participate.
Liggett School for Girls

opened in 1878. Boys started
running at Detroit University
School in (^rtober 1899. The
schools merged as University
Liggett in 1969. effective in the
1970 school year.

Coming up
The traditional kickoff

meet for the season is Satur

day. Sponsored in the past by
West Bloomfield, it will be
sponsored this year by Birm
ingham Brother Rice because
of the Jewish religious holi
day Rosh Hashanah.

It’s traditionally one of the
biggest meets in the state.
Now in its third year at Kens-

Leave 0 message/or Bev Eck
man at (313) 222-239! or
baeckman@aol.com.
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Wildcats top Brighton, Moore breaks own record
By JASON SCHMITT
Sporls Cctitof

There's no hldln;; the fnct that they're

Kood. Boys' cross country coach E3ob Smith
knows that.

Tills year’s team lacks the senior leader
ship that the state championship squad
had In 1998. but each one of the returnees

has the experience of 10 seniors thanks to
that title. And they're showtnR that early,
The Wildcats beat Brighton for Just the

third time ever last week and went on to

perform belter than any other team at the
University of Detroit Mercy Invitational at
Cass Benton last Saturday.
No -scores were kept at the Mercy Invite,

but Novt placed three In the lop seven and
their top 8ve among the top 21 out of more
than 300 runners taking part In the race.
The race was a bit unusual In that It was

one big race mixing boys and girls, high
school runners and non-hIgh school ruo-
nera all together.

Novi had 13 career Cass Benton personal

bests and 20 season Cass Benton personal
bests. Topping It all off. sophomore sensa
tion Tim Moore shattered his own Novi

course record In a Unte of 15 minutes. 57
seconds. That time was 11 seconds faster

than his lime he ran two weeks ago and
helped him to a top finish among all the
runners.

Teammate Chris Toloff also ran well,

running his best time of 16:13 to take
third.

‘If you take a look back 12 months ago.
Chris would be the man.' Smith said, ‘Over

the past year, our school record has been
broken three times, and Chris' 16:13 would

have been a record just a year ago.*
Mark Avenlus was seventh overall In a

time of 16:36. also a personal-best time.
Erie Walle came In at 17:08. which was
13th overall In the race. Steve SzwasI

-.rounded out Novi’s top five with a 21st
'  overall finish In 17:30. ’Twenty Wildcat run

ners nnished the race,

Finishing sixth for the 'Cals was Milch

Erickson at 17:39. Rounding out the lop
nine were Dan Stevens 117:46). Nick
BassUI (17:47) and Evan Foster (16:02).

“Three meets In five days Is just loo
much.' Smith said. "But because of the for
mat of this meet, we fell we could use some

more big-mect experience. This meet Is

pretty laid-back and the kids really had
fun. It's a fun way to fuinil our coaching
nee<ls.'

Smith said that with the Oakland County
meet coming up. the Invite served as prepa
ration for the big race,

rioVI 17. BRIGHTON 40

With Brighton's rich tradition in cross

country running. Smith was pleased to get
Just hla third win ever over the Bulldogs,
again In a rout.

Nuyliook'

why. Despite
live runners. Novi will again be the team to

Ihcjop four places and showed
e the loss of three of their top

beat In the Kensington Valley Conference
Mnore ran the Bishop Lake course

16; 12. which was 37 seconds faster Ih

teammate and runnerup Toloff (16:4
Walle and Avenlus were the next two
cross the (Inlsh line In times of 17:03 a
17:07.

Brighton look the next two poslllo
before Basslll sealed the deal with a »

enih-place finish In 17:47. Szwast «
sixth for Novi In 18:02 and Foster was t

seventh (18:17).

*ll‘s always satisfying to beat Brtghlo
Smith said. "They’ve seemed to have c
numtier for many, many years.*

Novi fared South Lyon 'Tuesday at C)
Benton (after The Novi News’ deadline) a

will compete In the Walled Lake West<
Invitational Saturday morning at 10 a
Next Tupwlay the team will taike on Hi
land In a KVC matchup.

O -
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Brighton No dice against Bnother Rice. Correc- team down, with 10 ktds on medlcaUon. But wUJ the
don — the Bulldogs are merely the state's best pub- rest of the KVC spare a tissue? Doubt It. In the
tic school soccer team. They went up against Eagles' fi rst league dual meet last Thursday they
parochial power Birmingham Brother Rice last beat Howell 19-40. Saturday the>- were third at the
T^uesday. and lost 3-0...With a wink to the Andy West Bloomfield, er. Brother Rice InvltaUonal at
Dick song. Brighton s football team kept ownership Kensington, where Pat Klein placed fourth
of the Little Browm Jug with Its 34-0 whuppin' of 16:36.
HowtII. *We like to win big ball games,' Bulldogs
coach BUI Murray said. Except In November...The Milford IVs like d^a vu oJl over again. The Ust
two best tennis teams In the league met last name is the same. So Is the poslUon. as the third
Wednesday, Brighton defeated Novi 5-3. the first singles players on Milford’s tennis team. And so far.
dme that s happened In three years... freshman AnneMarle Jatlenleckl is undefeated

_  , . was older brother Kyle in his freshman year...For-
.. Eagles football give Hartland High School if all James Bond novels

^ch Tab Kellepo^y had a predictable scapegoat are harmed from the school library. They've had It
lollowing his team’s overtime loss at Milford; The up to here with rieniing, Ben, Milford's senior tight
Media. Allegedly, three (former) Hartland football end, scored two touchdowns and deflected Hart-
players almost killed a Brighton man. dragging him
through the streets with their truck (resulting In
severe head Injuries, broken ribs, and a punctured
lung) Tab said TV news t>-pes around the-high KotI Is this the year?‘Ihe WldcaU edged South
school made It difficult to practice leading up to the Lyon 13-7 after stopping the Lions' Marcos Schol-
Milford game. Meanwhile, charges against Uie four
Hartland High llth-graders should come
their victim regains consciousness...

at

, as

land's final pass attempt in the Redskins 14-7. over
time win...

meUter on a 4th and 1 from the one. The win was
Novl s fi rst over South Lyon since 1994, when kick
er Jon Wroe booted a 31-yard fi eld goal to edge

_  _ _ , , ' South Lyon 22-21... Sophomore Tim Moore contln-
Howeu Back In business. Sarah Plephe Is back ued to show why he has a legitimate shot at a top

running point for Howell, which Is bad news for the five finish at the state cross country meet this year,
rest of the league's hoop squads. Had Piepho played He bettered his owm Cass Benton school record by
last year, the Highlanders likely wouldVe been the finishing the Franklin Invite In a lime of 15'57
class of the KVC. Last Thur^ay In Howell's 47-37
win over Grand Ledge she scored 20 and sank five- Sooth Lyoo Smokin’ After a nondescript
of-slx throws in crunch Ume...Throw the name Eric effort In the league’s preseason tournament the
Walters In among the league's best X-C runners. He
placed fi rst in the Lansing Eastern invite with
time of 17:05.

as soon as

Lion's golf team has blown up In the regular sea
son. ‘They're 3-0 In the KVC. last week beating
Novi on the Wildcats’ course then knocking off

a

state-ranked Howell 153-154 at Salem Hills.
The big thing for South Lyon has been Its

team depth. In recent matches It has gotten big
games from the likes of Justin Goyt, Dan Mer
ritt, and Brian Downing Goyt’s 33 Monday
against Redford Thurson set a school record for
nine holes.

Lakeland Things that moke you go achoo. File
this under ironic. You'd figure the members of the
Eagles’ boys’ cross country team, a perennial state
power, would be the picture of health. And they
Except for that darn ragweed. Lakeland coach
Randy Wllklai said allergies have been slowing his

are.



Brighton boys run to a first-plaa
finish at the Lansing Invitational
_y Scott Kelley
SPORTS EDITOR

away ihe rest of the field to take
first place overall at 17:05.
Howell also look fourth overall

with Brad Morgan running a time
of 17:24. Next for the Highlanders
was Austin Roth In eight place at
17:35. Jake Blakeslee was In 21st
place and Chns Strok followed in
25lh place overall.

In the girls' race. Brighten also
pul forth a great effort, but could
not make It a Bulldog sweep. They
were edged by Ann Arbor Pioneer
for the tpop spot. Pioneer scored
34 points, while Brighton look sec
ond with 44 points,

■ The Bulldogs were led by Diana
Martin with a third-place overall
finish. Ins Slater began to get back
to her true form as she took fourth

with her best race of the young
season. Sophomore Stephanie
Kaulfersch finished In seventh
overall and Amanda Klnneer took

14th to round out the Brighton
scoring. :

**/t was nice to
bounce back after the
Novi massacre,"

Everybody around the Kenslng-
jT) Valley Conference has been

saying the league Is the toughest
■Ifi the state when It comes to boys'

■OSS country.
Last week at the Lansing East

ern ImltatJonal, that was evident.
.. teams expected to finish In

 iddlc of the pack In the KVC
nlshed first and second, out of 13

teams, at the meet.
 Brighton placed three runners In

le fifth through 10th spots to
tore 32 points and lake home

first place.
^Howell also did well, taking the

idlvidual top spot, and finishing
I second place with 59 points.

East Kentwood was third with 69
J2ptnts.

The win for Brighton was espe-
ally satisfying, considering Its

lopsided loss to Novi earlier In the
week.

Tt was nice to bounce back after

Bob Ritsema
Brighton boys coach

the Novi massacre.* Brighton
coach Bob Ritsema said. *We
didn't explode like I thought we
would, but we packed together and
got the win.*

Brighton's Rich Morel led his
team with a second-place finish
overall at 17:13. He was followed
by teammate Joe Wojie In fifth
place at 17:28. Kevin Clenapp was
sixth at 17:29 and Eric Malkowskl
In seventh for Brighton at 17:32.

For Howell, it was a great day for
top runner Eric Walters. He blew



Brighton girls get
past first big KVC test
Two of the best cross country

teams In the state — Brighton's
girls and Novi's boys — strutted
their stuff In Thursday's Kens
ington Valley Conference dual
meet.

the line at 20:27. Brighton also
took the fourth (Ryan Hlltle.
20:44). fifth (Emily Monti, 20:53),
sixth (Stephanie Kaultersch.
21:20) and seventh places (Iris

o_ . . ^ Slater, 21:21).
Brighton won the glrlS' race In As for the boys' race Novi

~u^ S 32*ln fh
Murse, 23-32, Jn the boys race, to the easy victory
Novi look a convincing 17-40 vtc-

,, Joe Wojle was first for
Ulana Martin ran a superb Brighton, taking fifth place

m'’ Brighton cMch all at ]7;36. He was followed by
Gary Meehan- -Vere looking for- Eric Maikowski (sixth 17-461
ward to a good season of run- Brad Pero (eighth, 17:55), Rich

w  Morel doth. 18:05) and Kevin
Martin won the race, hitting Glenapp (l Jth. 18:08).

over-



Vlarian’s.girls hke
a meet in the mud
By Bffv-Eckman
7Ti* DfTOlJ NfwJ

After running in the Charifvoix Compiled by the Michi^en Inter-
KhoJftstic Track Coaches Assod-

Rankings

Qassic Imiutional, Biimin^iam

Marian’* leant stopped at I LaJte
Michigan beach to wash up.

*V.'e kind oflook forward to CtesA

going up rtonh to run through the ], Rockford: 2. Novi; i 6r»nd
mud," team captain Kelly Waldo Ledpe; 4. Trsrefs* City Central;
said this week. “You run in mud 5. Detroit Catholic Central: 6.

up to your waist, and then we go
to a beach to wash o£ It's fun.’

Waldo, a junior, said she was

disappointed this yea: when she Ctei B

had the flu Sept, ii and ended up 1. Richiard Gull Lake: 2. BiQ
as a timer instead of a mud run- Rapids; 3. Ida: 4. Stockbridge; S.

Flint Powers: 6. Holland Christ
ian; 7. Corunna: B. Marysville; 9.
Petoskey; 10. Niles.

Ecr

Sahr>c:T Milford: 6. Lhica Eisen
hower; 9. White Lake Lakeland:
ICf Portage Northern.

ner and is looking forward to
the “mud meet’ next year.
“We take an overnight team-

bonding trip, go and get muddy OksC
and have a good time.* Marian 1. East Iordan: 2. Sandusky; 3.
Coach John Dunn said.

The Classic's mud holes —

along with a-foot steeplechase Breckenridge; 7. SL Louis: B.

jumps, log jumps and a hay-bale Almont: 9. Bath; 10. Scottville
Mason County.

Beruonia Benzie Central; 4.
Hemlock; S. Sanford Meridian

mini-maze — are deliberate

: 6.

.

“We are trying to show the CtaasO
fun of what cross country used L Bear Lake: 2. WoKerine: 3. New

to be, the old European-style, Buffalo; 4, Curort Holy
with barriers, obstacles, logs to

jump over.* meet director and
Charlevoix Coach Ken Plude

Redeemer; S. Litchfield: 6. Sfan-
dertilt: 7. Gallen: B. Lawrence: 9.
Fwrier,

said. “We change it every year."

Piude sets the course up on 33 Ctsa A
' acres he's re-foresting. L Rockford; 2. Steriirsg Heights

The highligjiL depending on Stevenson; 3. Ann Artxx Pwneer;
one’s affinity for mud, is a ao-foot 4. Livonia Stevenson; S ftxtage
hole that starts out as a water haz

ard and. long before all 6o^plus Troy, 8. Romeo; 9. Salirse; 10.
athletes run through the knee- Traverse City West

deep water, turns into a mud bole. Qks B
Marian finished 15th out of 19 1 Richland Gull Lake; 2. Fknt

Rawers: 3. W. Brarich Ogemaw

The top Metro area girls finish- Heishis; 4. Whrtehall; 5. Monroe
er was Ttoy Athens senior athy ieHerson; 6. Thomapple-Kellogg:

7. Jackson Lumen Chnst: 6. Par

ma Western; 9. Ludington: 10.
Haslett

Central; 6. Grosse Pointe South;

teams.

Rin. who w-as ninth in ̂ 01 "nie

top Metro boys were also seniors:
Andrew Czaplicki. Fanningtoa
i8th in 19-40; Vknor Serena Troy

Athens, 30th, 19-48; and Andrew
Kenerson. Farmington. 30th. aou?.

CteC
1 Kalamazoo HacketL 2. Benzo-
nia Benzie Central; 3. Pittsford; 4.
BlissfieW; 5. Kent City. 6. Con
cord; 7. Kalamazoo Christian; 8.
Laingsburg; 9. Grass Lake; 10.
Charlevoix.

CtesD

I Bear Lake; 2. Mendon; 3. North

Muskegon; 4. fulton-Middteton;

Briefly
The Michigan jppg High

School Trod: &' Field Yeortxwik is

out, compiled by )eff Hoi-
tobau^'li is available for tzo
from Jeff HoDobaugh. 2J09 Inde
pendence Blvd.AnnArbor.48:ci4. 5. Uchf«ld;6.Wolvenrw:7.
' -W'alJed Lake Central's Tbkkl Buckley 8_New Lothrop; 9.

Mobley is pan of the contingent

heading to Detroit Catholic Cen
tral's Shamrock Inwiutwnal Sarur- leove 0 message for Bev Eck-
da> r the Shamrocks' home course, man at (313) 223-23^2 or at
Cass Benton Par# in Northville. boecfcmon(2>aoLcom.
CC Action starts at to ajo.

Wyoming Tri Unity; 10. Atlanta.

4
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I Novi sweeps
Western Invite

,y

i

,V-.V ●T(●h Duda's Ume of 20:24 was the lone
season best for Novi In the meet.

■| really love this meet because
It allows kids that wouldn't nor
mally finish fourth or fifth the
opportunity to do so.' Novi coach
Bob Smith said. 'You Just can't
count on seven guys. If some guys
gel Injured or are sick, we've got
these guys who have been there
before and can step In. Nothing
beats experience.'

Toloff Is a remarkable runner.'
said the coach. 'If he and Tim
would have run head to head, who
knows what would have hap
pened? A lot of people see him
playing second fiddle to Tim. but
as their coach. I sec him being on
par with Tim Moore.*

NOVI 17. SOUTH LTON 48
A depleted South Lyon squad

was no match for the defending
stale champions, but Smith found
a way to make this meet worth
while for his runners.

He tried to have as many of his
runners beat South Lyon's lone
returning stale qualifier from a
year ago. Ryan Roma.

Only Moore. Toloff and Avenlus
were able to. but Wallc and Bassitt
were not far behind. Moore won
the race In 16:56. with Toloff and
Avenlus taking second and third
In times of 17:01 and 17:12.

Roma came In fourth place at
17:22 before W.allr |17;.10l and
Basslll (17:341 crossed the finish
line. Erickson and Srwast finished
In 17:56 and 17:56 to give Novi

runners to break 18 mln-sfven

Tlin Moore ami Chris Toloff bat
tled neck and neck for Ihe top spot
at the Walled Lake Western Invita
tional lasi Satur<Iay.

And both came aw.ay winners.
Moore finished flrsl In a time of

16 in1nule,s. 38 seconds to lead his
Novi freshmen/sophomore team
mates to a win In their division.
Toloff- actually running In a differ
ent rare, finished first In Ihe
Junlor/senlor division In a lime of
16:39. Both runners blew away
their fields at the eight-team
Invite.

Toloff teamed up with Eric
Walle. Nick Basslll. Sieve Szwast
and Evan Foster to finish with 33
points, well ahead of .second-place
Brother Rice 182 points). Western
was third wMh 84 points and
Norlhvllle finished fourth with 99.

Walle was second In the
jTHilor/senloT division In a lime of
17:23. Bassllt was seventh overall
In 18:08 and Szwast and Foster

lOlh and 13th in times of
18:30 and 18:54.

Dan Slevens. Eric Saurer and
Mark Avenlus finished sixth
through eighth for Novi.

In Ihe freshman sophomore
race. Milch Erickson look third
place In a lime of 18:25 and Todd
Foren was sixth overall In 18:47.
Rounding oul Ihe scoring for Novi
w.Ts Tim Kava (')lh) al 19:12 and
Malt Marsha-Strong IMIhl In
19:15.

Derek BuWalda fl7th|. Steve
Duda (2 I St) and Alex Kazanis
I22ndl were Novi's 6-8 runners.

were

." .i: :.=T-
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Novi junior Eric Walle finished second to Chris Toloff at the Western Invite Saturday.
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macii a micilb im uiuwuig wiicre lu uie cmlu

; wilJ be. He makes great runs and does a good Job of
getting In position to receive the pass. From there.
Mach Is one of the best finishers In the league. He Is
already leading the team this year with ten go^s In
three games. Look for Mach to be a dominant player In
and outside the league this year.

S. Doag Rice
Brighton senior midfielder
This player has got to be one of the best ball han

dlers in the state. Often In hockej- a player who can
handle the puck well Is said to have In on a string. The
same can tx said when Rice has the ball. Rice does a

great Job of weaving in between defenders with the ball
at his feet. Watchlr^ Rice with the bah Is like watching

t y-f'f

(jiajci- nc jsii i iis oift oi an oncnsive inreai as
teammates Rzepka and Inmescu, but knows how to
score.

He’s one of the hardest-nosed players you’ll ever
meet, according to his coach.

II. Sbana Jordan
Sooth Lyon senior defender
A senior fullback. Jordan has been an ah-conference

selecdon the p>ast two seasons. As a Junior he was hon
orable mention ah-state. The inte^al piece of South
Lyon’s veteran defense. Jordan usually marks the
opponent's top scorer, a role for which he is certainly
capped.
'He's one of the fastest players In the league.' South

Lyon coach BUI Stevanovlc sid.

NOVI a

ton Val.

gm' here's a reason
tojoinintheson?.

fl breath of fresh air.

-.ia-
- 4

Eric WaneJunior
all.■ -■t''

.'WaRc fioidied second io ibe
junior/scnior division a1 the

;. Walled Ldtc Western Invita-
. tiooal 8ris past Saturday. He

^;’was second only to team-
-j mate Chris Toloff and fin-

idled in a lime of 17:23.
finished fifth ov«all and

foortfi for Novi io a 17-46
ron^ over KVC rival South
Lyob. ^

fi nd a pace
uihere pr heart belong!

... lomefofthefiolidayi Brandon Davis - Sophomore
S ' r

t>avis ossisted on both of
Novi’s goals in an important
2*0 win over Hartland last

?;. week. The win gives Novi
■ ■ aole possession of second
^-place in te KVe.

' He also assisted on one of
Novi’s three goals against
Milford aod scored two of

- ● las own in as 8-1 thrashing
bf Walled Lake Western

WdUgon ^nshaes Ak.
0 holiday CD from ihe Amerkon

Lung Association of Mkhipon,
fwturK the yokes ond mvsiciofn

of Michigon performing fimide
fovorrlK ond fresh new tunes.

So Bfl yoar voice,, for the
holidoys, for the gift of breoth.

Call 1-800-543-LUNG
to order your copies of
Michigan Chnsimas Air.

i.

.-r
* . \.p

I T| p I] ita

- #ril|!g248-^4d-l400’vl|f^^
AMERICAN
LUNG
ASSOCIATION.

of MKtvgOn



South Lyon ninth
at Holly Invitational
South Lyon

High School fin-
l»bed ninth out
of 19 teams In

the large school
division of the

Holly Invitational
on ̂ turday.

'The competition was Just fcayA more rfeofh than
Incredible,* South Lyon coach inwn? man
Scott Smith said. *It was like a

who's-wbo of cross country In ^
Michigan. To finish ninth was (jn78 Of
respectable. We're short a couple
kids due to Injuries, so this
should benefit us when we get
healthy.’
Ryan Roma was South Lyon's

top finisher with a time of 17:03.
*I was really proud of his

effort.’ Smith said. This Is our
regional course, and if Ryan
duplicates that effort in October Ing state champions.Novi won 17-
be should qualify for the state 46.
meet.’

Boys’ hav0 lots of reah
Cross y^^/^9 r/rst>

year k/ds who are
really doing well. We .

Country

we usually do at this

Scott Smith

South Lyon High School

boys’ cross country coach

●We took a rather predictable
Brian Lee ran the first aub-18 heating.* Smith said. *Novl is

minute time of his career, finish
ing In 17:59.

A number of South Lyon run
ners set personal best times at
Holly. Including Joe Frederick. Roma, who broke up Novi's top
Gary Pennala, Malt Micks and five with a fourth-place time of

17:22. Rounding out South
*lt was a 8up>cr performance by .Lyon's top five were Lee (18:091,

Nick,* Smith said. *He dropped Pennala (18:11), Bob Najduk
25 seconds of his P.R. to 18:16.'

Micks improved his PJL b>' 56
seconds to 20:26.

●We have lots-of really young beyond, with a time of 19:07.
and first-year kids who are really
doing wcD.’ Smith said. "We have
more depth than we usually do at iearfy In the season,' Smith said,
this time of the year.* ’’But we've maintained a good

Last Thursday South Lyon ran attitude and are working totrards
against Novi, and was reminded the end of the season. Our focus
why the Wildcats are the defend- Is on late October.*

looking to defend its title, and
proved to be fantastic. Jt's an
honor to compete with them.*

One of those competitors was

Nick Pearce.

(18:19). and Pierce (18:41).
Paul broke the 20 minute mark

for the first time, and almost

*We knew we'd take our lumps



Career-best
times are
everywhere
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Toloff and Moore
leading Wildcats

By JASON SCHMnr
Sports Editor

Not every meet can be a
tremendous challenge to the
boy's cross country team. But
every meet can be another
learning experience for the
team.
Such u-as the case last Tues

day (SepL 21) In an TS-45 dual-
' meet uin over HartJand. Novi

coach Bob Smith knew the meet

wasn't going to be close, but
gave his team a game plan. And
they played It out perfectly.
iSe V’lUage Elementary course

at Hartland was flat and fast,
and because of the nice running
conditions, 16 Novi runners set
career-best times.

Chris TolofT won the race In a
time of 15 minutes. 49 seconds
and was followed across the fin
ish line by Tim Moore, who
came In at 15:52.

After Hartland's top runner
squeezed In there. Nick Bassltt
and Mark Avenlus strolled
across the finish line In 16:40
and 16:43. In the next ’mini
pack* was Eric Walle and Mitch
Erickson at 17:05 and 17:06.
Evan Fester and Steve Szwast
were the next two In at 17:10
and 17:14.
'We used this meet as an

opportunity to run as a unit.*
Smith said. 'The kids have to
sacrifice a little bit when you do
that, and these guys were will-

. Conttnoed Bom 1 funnefs.*

'  Bassltt's time was a career
best, as was Erickson's Fos
ter's and Szwast's. Also set

ting career-best times were
Todd Foren a7;46). Eric
'Saurer (17:47), Tim Kava
(17:58). Malt Harsha-Strong
(16:01), ' Steve Sfaubert
(16:44). Ryan Slater {16:56},
Steven Duda (19:01), Alex
Kazanis (19:04), A.J. Mac
donald (19:25). Derek
BuWalda (19:28} and Scott
Rettman (20:53}.

On Tuesday. Noi’l compet
ed In its toughest dual meet
to this point against Milford
(after The Novi Neu;s' dead
line). Smith has felt that that
meet may decide the winner
of the regular-season KVC
title.

The team wfil compete at
the Redford Union InvUatlon-
al this weekend and wifi take

a week off competition before
taking pari iii the Oakland
CounUi^ meet Saturday (Oct.

ing to do that.'
Smith said WaJle sacrificed

some Ome ofi of his finish to
help out sophomore Mitch
Erickson. The two ran

together, and finished one
second apart

■"Eric Waiie and Mark Ave
nlus were the unsung heroes
erf this meet* the coach said.
'Mitch (Erickson) Is our
young talented sophomore,
and Eric could have broken
17 minutes, but be helped
Mitch along In the race. I
think that's going to help
Mitch out in the future.'

TolofTs time was fi \e sec
onds better than his previous
career best set last year at
the Michigan International
Speedway at the state finals.
Moore's time was one second
slower than his time at MIS.

■*I think Tim and Chris
proved themselves that
they're premier runners In
the state.* the coach said,

know they arc top 25 SI

Contiaoed en 9
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■ West Bloomfield coach
battling mutt'ple myeloma
but isn’t slowing down

By MARVIN GOODWIN
O'- TV^« 04iuL*ie Prnt

Tluf weekend, up to 1,000 boyB
acd girU will compete in varsity-
and junior varsity competition at
the 40th annua] baUand County
Cross Country championships at
Kensini^oD Metropark.
On the 5,000-aeter course, run

ners, while vying for individua]
and team awari, wiU aU eiperi-
€Lce varying degrees of discom
fort and pairi

It's the nature of a sport where
physica] exhaustion contends
with comfort and complacenn- in
a menta] struggle plaved through
out the race.

Overo-iTTiing the puin ij the key
and preparing mentally is the
objective, atcording to meet direc
tor Lee AverilL

*A lot of bds come out for high
Bchool sports and they don’t
ex-pect to have any pain." he said.
*^nen they get aome, it's a nega
tive thing.’'
Sparky Anderson, former

DetitDit Tigers baseball manager,
once said “pain don’t hurt" in a
clever but clumsy oxymoron about
)layers begging out of the lineup
lecause of a su^t injury.
But roost coaches would agree.

Ch'ereoroing the barrier of pain m
ones couDOy is the key to success.
Averill.West Bloomfield's cross

country coach, has spent some 38
years coaching. He’s been associ
ated with the Oakland County
meet alrockst as long and he r^g-
niies the mental struggle of pain
for runners on the course, and
throi^ hie own experiences off

-"^-iEvaris ■Tolciff ●●●● ● Echols. ' <n

BOYS SOCCER

These days, there's a IcFl of talk
●  eutjirod the 'Watarfonl fettering
.tteam about respect — or, more

.--f «P^J>riataly, a lack ofreapecL
The stale rankings come out

● nfSErv weak and, ao iar. Kettering
jThAfrn't been included, despite a?

Otsord.
■“ *006 part thafi motheting for

.  thesn is we're an undefeated tAam
*tnd we're looking at local tejiTrn

;■ «that have one low and we're ict
' ●'ranked.* coach Peter Moraftew

aaW.'Onnhureday, OrtODville) .
Brasdon was a ranked It

^^nrtely motivatea ua*
..^udi of the Captains’power

●  reett with a balanced att^ both
troffenae and the bacKeld.
2 T>erek Evans is playi

■  .“cx^maly weD whh 10 gt
iCfisista.' Morartee laid-
“Steven DeodJer bad seven

■ TM^

^pearnaces demonstrate the
Captains’ success and this week
was further validation ef
Moraites’ achievement.

*V\'e’ve improved steadily nini-n
Tve been there,* he said ofhis
fourth season, “and {Thursday)
●ni^t was our 50th win since fve
been there, '^^'e’re baaically a
bon copy of last y^, Agamal good
teams, wa plaved really well."

;  Kettering’s biggest prefelem this
season has been its tendency to
●ten alow.

Td like us to sta.rt oS a game
strong and not put pressure on our-
selves b the seeono halfi" te aaid.
■ Auburn Hills Avondale is also
on a roll, having won a school-
record fi ve m a row. The biggest
test of that stia^ should have
come 1^, Tuesday against

car-

K

WL I

Tn» Ol«HrWft

WestBtoT
?<».

the course.
Morethx

was diagmi
myeloma, a

bad die
H-,’ he racali
the nswaT
it. But myC
anything lb
ever I can t

Tbbesurt
competituit
country ziB
will to win.

"Wheneve.
hospital) fir
vou re main
he saitTluc
mentally"

For AveiiD
his back Hi!
after visits V
to find out*
illness was B

Eventual^
isiaitheUn.

L J
i
r

L

er
pals and four asarts and Nick The Yellow Jackets appeared to
Bsrenson eight goals and be up to the challenge until the

●  , ™ins came midway throu^ the
n, i^o^with steady semor fuD- first half The game was suspend-
Mbaci'EncDavTingeraDdjuniar - «d with Avondale leading 1-0 and
^stopper Ben Sobexak, they have wfll be res-umed on OctTll
'ftofiringfiAcingftirreepecL..^... Avondale will also be tested

Morar,ee calls ^ ’ '.aam’s today jt faces Bloomfield
,  .ears the ball so Hills Andover, which is rolling

●● through OAA Division IV.
— MARK SNYDTR

rock, because
"  ̂fectrvely.

'TW’o'Susecutive district final

This guest cCOUNTRYn
n

fi "^th performaanes such as at
last Saturday’s Redfjnl Union

JnjitationaL Novi ot» country
Robert Smitb is feeling

fairh comfortable The Wildcats’
Chris Toloff (15:57) and Tim

“Moore (16:14) took the first two
plac» as Novi, the defending CHass

llA^te champion, scared 36 pennta
This was a low-key meet but

sometimes that's the best," Smith
Said.Tl gives us some training
ideas. Our si^ts are really to see
who's m the top seven.*

Noyi ha(f six runners among
{fthe top 16 with Mark Avenius

(fourtn), Mck Bassitt (14th) and
Mitch Erickson (15ih) eompleit'

ringlfiie scoring with Steve
Srwast and 'Tbdd Foren doee
behind them. Eric WaBe, who

udids’t compete Saturday, is alan a
*' soli iiimner.

They’ll all be a force m the com
ing weeks, mduding at Saturday’s
Oakland Clounty meet, where
Nori hope to defend its title.

*We're pretty much on par as
last year,* Smith said. 'Oakland
County will be a real good test.
Tnat will be a real barometer to ●
see how we fare in real big
meets."

■ Nori's gbls are also in the
Oakland County meet title hunt.
The Wildcats won the Bedford
Union Inritationa] with 41 pomts.
FVeshman Nina Schmitt took
second m 20:14, but senior
Kristin Echols, who took fourth
m 20:30, has be^ a mainstay on
the varrity squad smee bar fresh
man year. Her experienre will be
a tclor in the Wildcats’ fortunes
the rest of the season.

Kosmo might be on to

something here.
Ever I »«ek-

ered FarriBf“fi
Hamson

ball coach Pete .Mantl‘d® “
ching cronies at .

M
etta

iddJe^ool toguf'
Kosmo cotapeojl^ort^fo^
where have been cl^
the opportuntiy to jm,

Pontiac Notre Ds gad pubbe-
CTOss country coacl ^ark Murpbv
address announceyeg pearl Jam
is offering four bcxjjj opportunity
compact discs for dav Tne Koz
to be Kosmo for s^^ef that one, but
Monster was all ^
when 1 called hi;
number during r
p.m. businessh<
anyone to ansv-
also left his hoi

'V* Rock
Kc

By JOHN Pi
Sheldon

We have t
oeni Mcuoa

We have 1
school riris
fall, ana ba-
lespertable

It's not liki
Flml Metii
bertvecn H
fOrfnrtl til

a

I
I.

{

— MARVIN GIDODWIN
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good mil \Aitli new leaders
and Steve Sz»-ast; aenior Nick Bassitt; and

 ' sophomores Mitch Erickion and Tbdd
. , Forea ● .' ' ●

BOVS CROSS«COUNTRY

●  ‘lCe\'ir Avenius really put us back on the
.  _ , map a couple of years ago* Smith said. *He

ByscorrTAurr
.mt srosTS watna

was our go-to guy, a real big-meet runner.
●And then Chrislopheraon really

♦t

Mark Avenius has worked at Wendy e

Oo

May but don’t ask him what the emerged last season. He never came out
and said this, but he showed that bey. I can

. since
burgers taste Uke. ,

“1 eat the pitas', but 00 burgers,* Avenius run with Kevin,
jaaid proudly, “They haven't gotten to me "Now we have a whole group oflods^o
●  ■ feelthattheycanrunwiththerunnerinfront

Drawing on that discipline, Avenius and. cfthem,8nd"thatpusheseveryonealong.Our
. his teammates at Novi are poised to make a goal this year was to run as a pack."

One of the leaders of the pack is Walle, arun at a second consecutive Class A titlt
“We have a lot to defend and this team '., tri-captain. < |>'

won’t be hidden like we were last year," "My job as a captain is to Just keep the
said Avenius, who has a 8.6 grade-point team focused," said Walle, a 8.98 student
average. “V»’c worked hard last year, but who has been running road races since the
we need to keep the determination." fifth grade.“We have to remember that we

Winning the title last year meant beat- cannot afford to not train hard on any given
ing powerhouse Rockford, 82-67. It came as day, because that day we take off could be
a surprise to some, but net to Robert the state meet."
Smith, who is coaching the Wildcats for the Novi is prepping for the Nov. 6 state
19th seasoa finals with a tcpugh dual meet schedule. Its

“We have a lot of respect for Rockford, Kensington Valley Conference rivals in-
and two weeks before the state meet they elude ^Tiite Lake Lakeland, which won
beat us at the Gabriel Richard Invitational," Class A titles in 1996 and '97; and Brighton,
said Smith,aphysicaJeducationandbusiness the '95 Class A champion.

And it won’t be easy Saturday when
Novi attempts to defend its Oakland Coun-

teacher at Novi. "But we came away from
that meet feeling like we could run with them.
Wejust kept getting better, and then we had title at Kensington Metpopark.
a great uam effort at the state meet." . “Winning the Oakland County champi-

Novi has another deep team, even onship last year really gave us a lot of
though it lost the seventh and eighth finish- confidence," Smith said. “Probably the best
ers from last year's finals — Avenius' ● coUectionof cross-country runners in the
brother, Kevin, and Dan Christopherson. ftate are in Oakland County."
Kevin went to Notre Dame and Christo- Said Mark Avenius, who began training
pherson to Michigan State. after track season and no longer resembles

Sophomore Tim Moore and junior Chris the mediocre runner of his middle school
Toleffalready have run under 16 minutes at days; “It’s a lot of hard work, but If you
Cass Benton Park, one of the area’s most plow through all that, once Nov. 6 rolls
challenging courses.

Other top runners on the 26-member
squad include juniors Avenius, Eric Walle SCOTT TALLEV can be reached at SS-2S-S1SS.

around, it’s all worth it."

ra »

CROSS-COUNTRY INDrVlDDAL RANKINOS

Co-noiieO by Ue* Hoiiobaugn
BOYS TOP2S

Ritzsnhein
i. Jik* Flynn
3. A«Jy MS’S.*!
a.KjnsMs’VMx
S.ftymnCote :
6. CnruToiefl
7,T«nMoof«
B.TimRots
B.ToocMoBtey
10. Tnr»n Pe«iae<p
11. JutlnBwWy
IS.TomGieenwss
13. David Sape
14. Andy kUlin ' -
15. Jaaon Stevw ●
16. &>me
17.AwonRe9*s
16 Mita Gray
iB.UaseCfowe
20. Uohn Hoones
21 iPaj< N«szcw«dci
22 Moor*
23. Justm Pr»:
24. Uoman Envnoray
2S.KevnSula

CtRLS TOP 2S
RocKrird 1. E.nliy Anoa'son

6tiu«C*ntraI 2. KaimToaOabuaon
Gw-idLaope S.Twasa&wiO'^vi.nnj

RisMa-0 Sul' LsKc 4. in*, Btaaaei
Sanferd Mandian 5. Emily BiaKaaW*

& Jvnw K/rymik)
7. Kate Andanon

C«lactonia BKaicBoylK
B. AndrMPamr
10. Mvn« SmiWy
11.Rad*«i Co*

Mvfcvd 12 Urvry Ganmaan.
Cia-Uton 13. Neva Co^iBAn
nocMdt] 14. Cna'saal.oo'Tis

'W-lATSten 15 Jaen-«e SacBngr
MeSam 16. Da-velie Oj'ta-'&any

BamenSpnnss IT.Jc^arHarmwvi
Sc-ifso-Ma-ad^n 16 Waiasa Mmt

G.’andLaope 16. Ka.*tntamy
Tnv«^ City Cemra) 20. Cou-tnay l.<aak»

Asna.*) 2l.Miyi«i«Sus>K
Saina 22. tavianFaimanW

PkitRowa-t 23 BrmsnyBalian
GayKrd 24.ArrZijail(«

Hanvock 25 Cayn Watarson

Udv<
Novi

Walled Uka Caotrai

Marq^4
Recittoid

. ● - ■ . . Romae
HocSftJfd
^OJrtord

'  ' . ' Oonjma
Mrojatia

.  Aodiacta' Aoant
Uvonti Stavanaon

Slar1ri( K»3<m Slavanaon
Ban* C'aak Lakav>a»

Portaga Camral
Rooftofd

TfivaisaCayWast
QuK LaM

Moowvmt
flotirto'd
PDreand

O*torc
ftoer>as»-

AJpana
FtegMCrty

Mdiand
Grind Havan

BanseCartrai
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Novi looks good
going into OC meet

Tve NOVI NEWS—Thur»3ij, OcK**f 7. H99

Thf largest high school cross *chT« should nuke up the lop
eounlrj' meet in the United ®7t."
States of America will be held
this Saturday at Kensington first time ever last year, and
l^etropark. With -nearly 5D vent on to win the state cbam-
schooU compeUng. Lakeland pionshlp.
boys' coach Randy' W’llklcs is
only baU-joldng when be says
one of the keys to the race is Tom Greenlees. Lakeland's Pal
Just not getiaag kwh

Kovl won this meet for the

The top IndMdual runners on
the boys' side s*ill be Milford's

Klein. Tim Moore and Chris

Lakeland has finished in the Toloff of NovL David Sage from
top three at the county meet Clarkston and Todd Mobley of
since ld£2. And onh' twice dur* ^^ed Lake Central,
ing that period have the Eagles
placed third (in 19S5 and 1990),
Who’s the favorite on the boys’

side?

*U‘s open,* Wilkins said, task to place higher than that
‘Clarkston ran pretty well last The best teams will likely be
wrekerwl. H ahould be them and TYoj', Lake Orton. Novi. Milford.
Novi in first amd second. If we Rochester Adams and Troy
bad everyone healthy, we'd be Athens,
right there, loo. But Eric Jed-

Salyers said bis girls’ team
ahould finish fourth or fifth.
But. ■without top runner Katie
Kramer, it would be a difficult

The top individual runners

Brigbtos The Bulldogs' tennis
■“[tain Lnished the conference i^u*

lar season undefeated, with a 7'}
win over Hartland and 6-2 win

Milford last week ... Last
*"r .sday the KVC's best soccer

as, Brighton and Novi, met.
Nothing was decided, thanks to a
0-0 tie. U’hat Is this, the World

^I^jp? Brighton remains undefeat-
xf m the league ,,

c

Earllasd Doni take Eagles soc-
xr pla)'c: Scott Greene bd'ore the
House Committee on Un-Amertcan
aeUMtJes Just yet. He may have
ea-Tied his dtuens-hlp last Friday

-when he booted a stJiool-record
S2-yard fi eld goal In the Eagles'
B5'0 homecoming win against

L

three teams at the Oakland Coun
ty Boys' Cross Country Champi
onship. Only twice during that
span have they not been or
second.

Z7\^ is just getting back from a look to Ik two-time defending
sprained ankle. He'll run this stale champ Katie Boyles from
week, but he's sot at full Rochester Adams. Courtney
atreogth.*

Tvovl's the run-away fcvortte.*
Milford coach Brian Salyers South Lyon. Rrtstyn Kern from
said. ‘ClarkatoD. Lakeland. Lakeland and Novi's Kristin
Walled Lake Central and our- Echols and Nina Schmitt.

Meeker from Rochester, Karen
Leroy of Oxford. Amanda Lee of

Milford Bui things are about to
gel interesting for the basketball
team, which is currentJj' 10-0 but
has been sertoush' challenged Just
once, by North Farmington. Now
comes the bulk of the conference
schedule, ■with three straight
against NcM. HowcU and Lakeland.

Kori Both the Novi boys and
girls cross country teams won the
Redford Union Invitational last
Saturday. The meet featured seven
boy's teams and six giri's squads
who all call Cass Benton their
borne courae. The girl's team won
despite three of their five girls
missing the invite because of
homecoming activities. Cbrls
T^aff won the boys race tn a per
sonal-best Cass record time of
15:57...

Bowel) Milford football coach
Kike Shearer didn't think his
team did a poor job against High-

Janders ilai running back Joe
3arpeater. There was only so
nuch they could do. *He's our
game-breaker.' HoweD ritarh John

__Dtikei said. ‘Vou get him the ball
“mough and heU score,* Thai he

lid, twice, with a 68-yard recep
tion and and 38-yard run. Howell
WO&22-14...

Sooth Lfss Brighton is going
to make the state football playoSs.
Just not on the back of South
Lyon. In one of the state's biggest
games, the Lions knocked off
undefeated Brighton 22-21. Kick
Tonace locked the game-wljtning
field goal with 3:32 to play.

eland Since 1982 the
s have been one of the top
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field at BentonI

V Ity JASON scwnr
S^'ttCdtDT V .  KOVl 15. MILFORD 41

In what was NcM's first **al*
year's boys' oees country team cbalicnge thus tar tn (be Kens-
to last year's stale champions. ■ Inglon Valley Conference, the

So far. tbou|b. this year's Redskins ofTered little challenge
●quad has perfonned e\tiy bh on the scoreboard when all was
as good as last year's team. And said and dooe.
this team has bad to do ft wUh
aL' eyes upon them.

The UUdcais won the Redford knew that If four of theb guys
Union Inv'ltaUona] In ea^' fasb- got ahead of our top three, we
Ion last Saturday despite diIbs-' were sunk.'
±ng one of their top five run-

Xt's hard not to compare ttiia

*V.'e were playing the Bum-

Fortunately for Smith, none

'
hers game.* Smith sald.'*We

oers. Eric Walle. Novi finished of the Milford runners were able
with a meet-low S6 points, (ol- to gel In front of Nosl's top five,
lowed Uvonia Churchill 174) Tom Greenless, the Redskins'
and North Farmington (82}. top runner, pulled out of the
Dearborn f90J, Nonhrflle (1461, Jace at the 2 1/4 mile mark
Redford Union (148) and livo* with a sore fool. That left the
nla Franklin (151) rounded out. door open for Moore and Ttdoff
the seven-team to coasi to the finish line.

Chris Toloff won the race to a ' Moore won the race in yet
Cass Benton career-best Qme ot another achool-record lime of
15 minutes, 57 oeconds. It was 25:45. ll was the third time thi<
the first aub-16 minute fime at
Cass BerUon fc7 tbe Junior.

season he's broke the record.
Toloff coasted to a aecar>d-plaoe

Teammate Tim Moore was finish tn 16:21. Smith said his
second In a hme of 16:15 and top two used teamwork to
Mark Avealus was third on the
team and fourth overall In
16:39.

V.*lth 'Walle out of tbe lineup country writers,
with a tender knee. Wck BasslU "They both kept up with
Jed a four-man Novi pack by him.* Smith aald. *in fact, be
finishing I4lb o^craD In 17;16. was neve leading In tbe race.*
Foliowlng him were Mitch Toloff took the early lead.
Erickson (15th) In 17:23. Steve fending off Greenless, before
SiwBEl (16tb) In 17;33 and Moore took over sildway
Todd Foren (I9th) In 17d27. It through the race. Creenless
was Foren -wbe found out on dropped out when be started
the bus rtde over to Cass Ben- ' havlr^ pains in his foot due to
ton that be would be running in a spike that had punctured tbe

-Che varsity hneup. sole of his cleat.
T didn't let him know untU ● think It rcaliy assisted In

'the last minute.’ Notl coach our confidence," Smith said of
Bob Smith said. Tie stepped his kid's race against Creeo-
flghl to and pnard he's one of fess. "Now I'm feeling better
ibe guys we're counting on tn that we can nm with Mm
_fhe fucurel’ *R'e were ready. Thla team
.- Tbe 36 potnts woe a Wt more has a nilndsel. They feel they
khan tbe'coach thought hla «re as good as last year’s ieam.*
Ream wouli scare, bat he Ihdn'l WaDe finished third for No\1
-knock hts team one blu to 16:52. Avenlus {17:18} and

’^●hen we got there, we real- Baasln (17:23) rounded out the
●txed there were some quality top five to the race. After a pack
.teams at the meet.* be said. <rf four Milford runners m.

Although scores were not Erickson (17:572 came tn and
kept for the Jumnr varalQ' race. Srwast (18:02) finished 12th to
^lovl weruld havT won Ibal too.
^van Foster and Eric Saurer

run
against Creenless, who u
ranked as high as ourober
three In the state by cross

round out the top seven.
Tbe win leaves Novi a perfect

ran 1-2 for the *Cats, finishing 4-0 In K\’C duals with only
to times of 17:52 and 17:59. Howell and Lakeland remaining
Tlffi Kara was fifth in the race cm the schedule. The
J18:221. «nd Matt Karaha- 'Compete tn tbe (Oakland County
^rong (16:30) and Derek meet this Saturday. Tbe team
£uWa)ds (18:33) were eighth wem tbe meet fer the first time
Bod 10th to tot race. In Bcbool blacoiy iast year.
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Clarkston, Adams earn county titles
Oct 10 1999 12:00AM B/ By MARVIN GOODWIN Sporu Writer

MILFORD — Great expectations have followed Clarkston’s senior-dominated
boys cross country team since they were sophomores. The Wolves, though,
have had more letdowns than accomplishments as the window of opportunity
began closing in the successive years.

News

Tod Stories
Sports
Business
Entertainment
Community News
Police/Courts
Editorial
Obituaries
National Headlines Now, in the final season for most of the group, they're beginning to assert

themselves. David Sage took third place, leading five runners in the top 25, as
the Wolves won the 40th annual Oakland County Cross Country championships
Saturday at Kensington Metropark.

Weather

Lifestyles
Panorama Walled Lake Central’s Todd Mobley was the individual boys winner and Tom

Greenless of Milford was second in the 5,000-meter race. Rochester Adams, led
by three-lime champion Katie Boyles, took the girls crown with 85 points and
Novi, led by freshman Nina Schmitt (eighth), was second with 144.

Classifieds

Classifieds Home
Automotive
Employment
Real Estate

Mall Haver took eighth, Brett Quantz was 20th, Kevin Breen was 24th and Dan
Burke was 25th as Clarkston finished with 80 points, toppling defending
champion Novi, second with 85. Milford took third with 120.

ALictior.f

Bid At Auction Hill Clarkston was self-assured when it arrived at the fog-shrouded park early in the
morning. “It’s probably the best team race we've ever run," Sage said, “and it
shows, finally, with our group of seniors ... we're finally here at the right time and
ready to do great."Yellow Pages

All Categories
Automotive
Business Services
Community
Dining
Education
Entertainment
Health & Fitness
Home Improvement
Real Estate
Shoppino
Travel

Novi, whose Chris Toloff, Tim Moore and Eric Walle finished in the top 10. was
set to pack another county title away. But Kevin Avenius, normally the Wildcats'
fourth runner, dropped out midway through the race because of a caif injury.

“I knew we were sunk." Novi coach Bob Smith said. "You can control a lot of
variables (in coaching), but you can't control injuries. “My hat's off to the
Clarkston team. They've been gunning for this for years. They capitalized and
they were ready."

Sage ran with a tight lead pack that included Greenless, Toloff, Moore, Mobley
and Lakeland’s Pal Klein until Mobley, who had shoe problems moments before
the start of the race, broke free midway through the race and won in 16:00.2.Our Newspaper

About Us
How To Advertise
Contact Us
Subscribe On-Line

‘I got to the starting line just in time," Mobley said. "The first mile seemed
chaotic. I tried to calm myself down."

in the girls race, Boyles yielded an early lead to Berkley's Jaclyn House, but it
lasted only about a mile. Boyles eased past House, sneaked a quick look at her
opposition and stretched her lead the remainder of the race. She finished in
19:05, while Karen LeRoy of Oxford took second in 19:31 and House finished
third in 19:56.

"I just wanted to see where everyone was." said Boyles, who wobbled briefly

.../newssto:y.cfrn?newsid=8914&title=%3Cfont%20color%3Dblue%3EClarkston%2C%20Ada 10/11/99
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while looking back. “I’m pretty happy. The time wasn’t the best, but I can
definitely go a lot faster.’

It was the first girls county crown for the Highlanders since 1987, according to
coach Budd Cicciarelii. who was confident the Highlanders could do well. “It
surprised them, but it didn’t surprise me," he said.

Shannon Stanley took ninth, Andrea Moreland was 14th, Kellie Byrne was 27th
and Chelsea Gottshal! was 34th to round out the Highlanders’ scoring.

Courtney Meeker and Leigha Christian, who were fourth and fifth respectively,
led Rochester, which finished third with 159 points.

Current Opinions

Ocf, 10 1999 Mark Avenius is a vital clog in Novi's team, and with him
Novi would have won the county title. But as Novi coach Bob smith said,
hats off to Ciarkston and their very good team. Novi should finish 1 or 2
along with Rockford at the state meet!

Post Your Opinion
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1
ppatnonj;

Email this article to a friend

My Email Address
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Chris Toloff— Novi High cross country

HT; 5-foot-6
WT-. 117 pounds
AGE: 17
DOB: 8/20/82
SIBLINGS: Sister, Amanda, 13
YOUTH SPORTS: Soccer
FAVORITE SCHOOL SUBJECT: Math
FAVORITE TV SHOW: ESPN
FAVORITE BRADY; Peter
FAVORITE PREGAME MEAL: Oatmeal or pasta
FAVORITE FAST-FOOD RESTAURANT: McDonald's
FAVORITE VERSION OF POTATO: Mashed
DREAM DATE FOR THE PROM: Singer Kelly
Price
SPORTS FIGURE YOU ADMIRE MOST; Alexei
Lalas
ELVIS — DEAD OR ALIVE: No
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Last Tuesday, Novi High School harrier Chris
Toloff didn't run well against Milford, the defending
state champions. Toloff finished the course in
16:20 seconds, a time most prep runners would
love. Nonetheless. Toloff wasn't too happy, since
he was slowed by leg cramps.

So, on Oct. 2 in the Redford Union invitational, Toloff redeemed himself.

“He broke 16 minutes on our home course, which is difficult," says Novi
coach Robert Smith. 'He's been running very hot.”

For Toloff, the comeback performance was expected.

"Four days before, 1 had a bad race." says Toloff. "I just felt good (at
Redford Union) and I kept my drive on. My goal was to win and win by a
good amount."

Toloff isnl cocky or boisterous, he just has faith in his abilities.

"I just believe in myself and 1 think a lot in the pre-race," says ToioR. "I just
stay confident in the race."

http://www.schoolsports.com/article.asp?ArticleID=1770&RegionID*12 10/13/99
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Success breeds confidence, and Toloff is a winner. Besides having a
15:49 personal best in cross country, he also ran one ieg on Novi's 3,200-
meter relay team that finished second in the state track and field meet last
season. Though he's only a junior. Toloff entered this season as one of the
state's top returnees in cross country.

■| look at the athletes from last year, lots of leading [runners] have
graduated," says Smith, “Chris has seemed to have improved a
tremendous amount. He's kicked it up a notch this year."

ToloW’s formula is simple: Set achievable goals.

"You have to believe in yourself,’ says Toloff, ’and know what goals are
[reachable].’

— Eric T. Pate

4++++++++++++

If you know of a good high school sports story worthy of this section or any
other coverage in 1999-2000, let us know.

Click here to see more articles in Cross Country

Copyright C1999 SchcolSporti.com. Terms oT Use and Privacy Policy applicable to this site.
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Avenius drops out, Novi still finishes 2nd at Oakland
By JASON SCHMITT
Spons Edilor

To win thf bl)5 Invllatlonala. slmonl everythlnd
has lo fio Heht.
And everylhing did not go rlghl for Ihe Novi boy»

at Inal Salurday'a Oakland County meet at Kena-
Inglon Metropark.
Mark Avenliia piiMrd up with a »ore cair at the

halfway point, dropping out of Ihe race and leaving
Novi with a lot of catching up to do. They made up
aome of Ihe ground, hut fell jiial short of Clarkslon,
who won the county title wllh 00 points, Novi fin
ished serond with BS polrils.
Tim Moore and Chris TolofT finished fourth and

fiflh In the race and Eric Walle finished a solid sev

enth to give Novi Ihe kind of start It needed.

of 17:20, eclipsing hla previous best by ;45 sec
onds, Milch Erickson then Irecame the No, five run-

Steve Sewasl was Novi's sixlh runner snd fin
Ished 56th overall In 16:00,

'He was riRhl there when Mark

dropped out. and he knew he had to

make up for him.'

ncr and look 59lh place In a lime of 17:41,
Moore niul Totoll were In a park of six elite run

ners. keeping pare with some of Ihe stale's best,
Torld Mobley of Walled Lake Ceniral won Ihe race
and Tom Greenless of Milford was runner-up. ' to brag about.*
David Sage of Clarkslon was third, followed by
Novi's tandem. Moore finished In 16:12 and Toloff this moel. but he's happy Avenlua decided to dro{

out Instead of further Injuring hla leg.
Milford finished third In Ihe race and Lakelanc

was fourth, showing Just how strong the KensIng
'To be honest with you I didn't think he'd do that (on Valley Conference really Is.

In Ihe Junior varsity race. Todd foren Bnlshec
'liut he's Just Improved by leaps and bounds. He third In 10:02. Eric Saurer vta alxth overall in i

time of 16:16.

'Tills Is a tesllmony of how good of a'program wi
really have.* Smilh said ahoul the second-place fin
lah without one of his lop runners.

*Allhoiigh we finished runner-up. ITs somethltij

Smith said thsl his team really wanted lo wir

In 16:27.

Walle surprised many by sticking right behind
the lead park, all by him.self. lor much of Ihe race.

well.' Smith said.

was Just behind (hat lead pack.*

BtbSnili.
Nw boys'CTOS ajuriiyoHcti

*Nlck lOassIttI really had a good race.* Novi coach
Bob Smith said.

‘He was right there when Mark dropped out. and
he knew he had lo make up for him.*

Baaallt finished 30(h overall In a rareer-besl lime
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Guys win Gabriel Richard Invite
By JASON SCHMfTT
S^ls Edtior

If Ifs beglnnln|i( to sound like n broken
record Ihnt Novi continues to win. win. win sll

of Us cross-country meets, then cosch Bob
Smilh Is hoping It twomfs a rl-isslc.

The Wllrirals overpowered Ihe rest of the field

nt the Gabriel Richard Invllallonal this past
weekend, knocking off tough teams such as
Grand Blanc |second| and Saline (Ihtrdl. Novi

flnlsherl wllh G5 points despite the fact lhal
Mark Avenlus dropped out of the race with a

sore calf. Ifs the second-straight big meet that
Avcnfiis has pulled up hurt.

But that didn't slop Novt. who had top-notch
performances from Chris Toloff (first In 16
mintile.s, fmrr secondsl and Tim Moore (second

In 16:051. Also grabbing a lop-llvc finish was

Eric Walle Ififlh In 16:53). who has really
become an elite runner for this Wildcat (earn
over (he last few weeks.

'Doth Walle and (Nlckl Ba.ssllt are really
kicking It up a notch lalely.* Smith said, ’It's
that lime of the year where some kids make a

mental decision If (hey want to step It up a
notch or not.*

Basslll was 20lh overall In a time of 17:21.
while Milch Erickson and Evan Rosier finished

up Ihe varsity lineup wllh 37lh and 52nd-place
finishes. Erickson ran a 17:53 and Foster had
an 18:11. Reserve runners Steve Srwast and
To<ld Foren ran a 17:51 and 18:06 for their
team.

'We raced the second half of the race really
smart,* the coach said. “Our kids stayed
focused and raced Ihe whole race through, We
were a llllle concerned about the meet br^ause

we knew very llllle about some of Ihe teams
that were here, learns like Grand Blanc.'

There were 19 learns In all for Uie boys' race.
Novi scored 65 points and Grand Blanc (81)
and Saline 199) fell Into the next two slots.

IfOVI 23. ROWELL 34
Walle ran an all-time beat to lead Novi to

another Important Kensington Valley Confer
ence win. His lime of 16:38 was his best ever
and his win was (he first of his career ns a
Wildcat. Teammates Moore and Toloff were

alongside him at the finish and were a second

behind orficlally.
Howell placed the neirt three runners before

Novi finished It off with Bassltt taking seventh

(17:2*11 and Foster finishing ninth (17:50). Also
running varsity for Novi was Szwast (17:55)
and Erickson (18:08).

The win moved Novj (o a perfect 5-0 In
league meets, a win above Milford (4-1) and

l.ake(and (4-1). who Novt faced Tuesday (after
The Novi News' deadline). The team will have

this weekend off before facing all of Ihe KVC
Monday at Ihe conference meet. Novi will be

defending (heir conference championship of a
year ago.
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Novi second, but defends KVC title
By MARVIN GOODWIN
Of Yho Oelildod Press

MILFORD TWP.-As the

defending boys cross country
CIrss a sUile champion, Novi's
reign has been shaky at times
this season.
The favored Wildcats took aec-

ond nt the Kensington Valley
Conference meet Monday at
Kensington Mctropnrk, a couple
of weeks after taking second at
the OnkJaml County meet at the
same site. In both cases, most
observers favored the Wildcats.

Although I^akclnnd won the
meet title with 49 points, the
Wildcats still defended their
league crown with their combined
dual meet performance — they
were 6-0, while Lakeland was 4-2
— and Icagvie meet finish. Novi
acored 61 points in the league
meet.
Tim Moore was second in 16:13

for the 5,000-meter course and
Chris IVilofr was third in 16:39 to
lead Novi.
“We would’ve liked to have won

{the league meet)," Novi coach
Robert Smith said, Init vou can't
hit every meet perfect. Vou can

Lakeland's boys soared ns Pdt
Mein (fourth), Brian Theut (fifth)
and CJ. Hadding (ninth) led the
Eagle.s.

"Basically, we were looking
ahead to Saturday (rcgionals),"
Lakeland coach Randy Wilkins
said. “We want to do something
there. Tliat’.s been our focus."

Milford's boys and girls each
had the individual meet champi
on, Tom Greenless, who was run
ner-up nt the Oakland County
meet, toured the course in 16:09
to lead the boys, while Katie
Kramer won the girls meet in
19:56. Milford’s boys were third
with 66 points and, combined
with their 5-1 dual meet record,
settled for third in the league.

Novi’s Nina Schmitt took sec

ond in 20:23 and Ryan Hitlle of
Brighton took third in 20:29.
Dri ;hton won the meet crown
with 40 points, Novi finished sec
ond with 67 points and Milford
was third with 73.

Brighton, which had a 6-0 dual
meet record, wound up as the
league champion and Novi (5-1)

u Milford (4-2) were second and
third, respectively.

an

The OnMsnd Pross/BRANDr ElAKEn

MBfofxTa Tom Greentess (left) and KaMe Kramer both finished flnrt

only go to the well so many times.
We wanted to win the league.
That was one of our objectives.
How wc did it, it didn’t matter."
Novi lost only one meet last

year, but Smith still feels confi¬

dent going into Saturday’s region
al, particularly with Mark
Avenius rounding into shape.
“(Avenius) finished his firet race

in four tries," Smith said. “He was
really the dificrcnce."
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Pat Muston ● Senior
■ A go-io-guy aJJ year Jong.

Muston stood out last Friday,
hauling in the game-winning
touchdown with 47 seconds
left against North\'ille.

"The score gave Novi a 21-17
■win over the Mustangs and
retained the fatuous “Base
line Jug” for another year.
For the game, Muston had
seven catches for 104 yards
and two touchdowns.

A.j

Vi.'● * ̂

i
Eric Walie - Junior

The junior barrier finished
seventh at the Kensington
Valley Conference meet
Monday afternoon.
Having really asserted him
self as the number three nin-

● fler over the past few weeks,
be helped his team to a sec-

●X)Dd-place finish at the
league meet and a confer
ence championship in the
overall standings.
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Cat runners
streak

end at meet Cat runners see streak stopped
By JASON SCHMITT
Sports Editor

Standing there at the finish line, Novi cross countiy
faithrui saw the Wildcat's two-year unbeaten streak In
the Kensington Valley Conference fall to the ground.
Lakeland won the KVC meet at Kensington

Metropark Monday aflernoon. but Novi still claimed
lire overall conference title with their second-place fin
ish at the meet added to an unbeaten mark in the

dual meet portion of the championship.
In the long run. Novi coach Bob Smith said the way

things shook up at the meet might help his team. And
It may help as early as
this Saturday.
"We had three strikes

against us today.’ the
coach said. ’(Mitch)
Erickson and (Nick)

Basstit were Buffering from colds that slowed them
down some, and Mark (Avenlus) Is still recovering

from a leg Injury.
■If I had lo choose between winning today's race

and Saturday's (regional). I'd pick to have a cold
today.*

Smith's team won both the conference and regloiuJ
tlllcs Inst season en route to the stale championship.
He said he expecls Avenlus to be ready to go Satur
day. at full speed.

Lakeland won Monday's meet with 49 points, top
ping Novi (61). Milford (66). Howell (66). Brighton

CoBtloved OB 9

Wildcat boys
Cross Country

CoBtloaed from 1
Just had a UtUe bit more than Tim
at the end.’

Chris TolofTJoined his teammate
on (he all-KVC team with a third-
place finish In 16:39. No one else
challenged.Toloff for the third
spot.

Eric Watle contImJed his torrid
Improvement, placing seventh and
earning a spot on the Hrst-tcam
all-ronference squad. His time of
17:16 Impressed his coach, espe
cially will) the lack of practice time
he's seen over the past week.
Smith said his Junior didn't run
four days last week after bapglng
up his Imee.

Senior Nick Bassitt hung tough,
finishing 21st overall In 17:52.
Novi's final scorer was Evan Fos
ter. who was 28th In 18:11. Erick¬

son finished hard, taking 32nd
overall In 18:19. Avenlus finished
the race, coming In 40th In 16:59.(133). South Lyon (139) and Hart-

land (161). The Eagles were third
In the dual meet portion of the
championship, and lost the overall
title to Novi by a single point.

Tim Moore and Milford's Tom
Grccnless stole the show individu
ally. Grecnicss broke free early,
but Moore played a perfect game of
calch up and evened the race out
afler two miles. The race stayed
that way until Greenless broke free
In the final mile of (he race to lln-
Ish as (he overall champion In a
time of 16 minutes, nine seconds.
Moore was runnerup In 16:13.

’Tim really kept his composure
when Tom took off. he didn't let It
get to him,* Smith said. 'Grccnless

NOVI 16. IJUGBLAND 41
The Injury bug hit Lakeland in

this KVC-season ending dual meet.
Their lop two runners. Pat Klein
and Brian Theut. did not Onlsh the
race.

But it wouldn't have mattered
too much, as Novi's top four fin
ished 1-4 and Uie 'Cats took four
of the top five placers.

Walle won the race In 16:43. but
was followed closely by Toloff
(16:45) and Moore (17:46). Baaaltt
set both season and career-best
marks with his fourth-place finish
In 17:02. Foster finished sixth In
17:28.
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Novi boys
advance, Moore
wins regional

By JASON SCHUnr
SpoiU ESRor

Over the Jast few weeks, the

NovT boys' cross country team has
had Us share of health problems.
And thus the team has seen the

number of doublers grow when It
comes to asking the question; can
this Novi team repeat as state
champions?
For a select group of Saline

runners, the answer was obvious

this past weekend at the regional
meet held at Ann Arbor Pioneer

High School,
"Tie Hornets raced to a regional
.e. knocking the Wildcats off

the pedestal, at least for a week.
Saline scored a meet low 42

points, well below Novi's 74. Livo
nia Churchill had 112 points,
which was good enough for third
place and an automatic trip to
this weekend's state champi
onships at Michigan Speedway.

Despite a second-place finish,
there were do runners better than
Tim Moore and
Chris Toloff,
who took the

top two spots
overall. Moore
won the race in
15 minutes. 36
seconds, while
Toloff was sec
ond In 15:44.
Both

them beat out

the defending
regional
champion, Paul Nledrwlecki of
Adnan. who last year beat Kevin
Avenius out for the tlUe.

'They're really running fast
right DOW,* an exdted coach Bob
Smith said. 'As fast as anyone in
the state. They've really bios-

oed this year, and I think their
-4t Is yet to come.'
Moore Joined Avenius as the

of Tim
Moore

onlj' two Novi boys ever to win an
Individual regional title. And the
1-2 finish by Moore and Toloff Is
unprecedented in. school history.
Eric Walle continued bis

impressive string of races, finish
ing eighth in a time of 16:37.
Senior Nick Bassitt was 27th
overall in -17:14 and Evan Foster

rounded out the scoring with a
36th-place finish in 17:33.
With Mark Avenius missing the

race due to Illness and a sore calf.
Mitch Erickson (41st in 17:36)
and Steve Szwasl (42nd in 17:38}

were Novi's last two varsity run
ners.

'We're a big meet team this
year,' Smith said. 'When you
have two guys In the front like we
do. you like the bigger Invites.
The better the field, the better
team we are.*

Smith said that although
Saline's top five easily outdis
tanced Novi's, the points his top
two runners will gain over
Saline's lop two will be greater at
a bigger meet, like this weekend's
state finals.

"At this meet, we only gained a
few points on them, but at a big
ger meet, there’ll be a lot more
placers In between us,* he
explained. 'We're gonna have
everyone healthy and fast for this
meet. We’ll be ready.'
Rockford Is the favorite to win

the state title this season, as It

was last year. Novi was able to
knock off the Rams thanks to
their fourth and fifth runners.
Jason Hartmann and Dathan
Rlizenheln nabbed one and two.
and Kevin Avenius and Dan

Chrtstopherson were seventh and
eighth. Bui Novi more than made
up the difference with Toloff and
Mike Burrts easily outdistancing

Even without Avenius,
runners move onwareJ
Continued from 1

state finals are being held at the
Michigan Speedway in Brooklyn
Saturday morning and afternoon.
The boy's Class A race will begin
at 1:30 p.m. Tickets to the event

are S5 and Includes parking.

NOVI SECOND AT JV rNVITE ;

Led by Tim Kava's first-place
finish, the Novi JV team took sei^-
ond-ai the Redford Union JV
regional last Friday night. Detroit
Catholic Central won the race
handily, with 21 points. No\l was
second with 61 points. Churchill
was third wlih 129 points and
Farmington (147) and Salem (164)
rounded oul the top five in the 11-

field.
Dan Stevens finished second

the team and 14th overall
18:32. Derek BuWalda was 18lh
(18:39). Ken Delgreco was 23rd
(18:53) and Steve Shuberi

25th in 18:56 to complete the
sconng.

on
in

was

thetr Ram counterparts.
With the way Moore, Toloff and

Walk are running, the 'Cats will
rely on strong races by Mark Ave
nius and Nick Bassitt.

'1 think Nick's ready to make a
^ run for It.' Smith said. 'He’s been
battling the flu the last week and
he’s suI) feeling the effects of that
(at the regional).'

Whoever else runs varsl^' at the
meet (Erickson. Szwast. Foster,
etc) will also play a big pan in the
team’s success. If Novi hopes to
bump off a team like Rockford.
Novi's sixth and seventh

may be needed to bump a Rock-
. ford runner or two down,

j  "We're a state-power team, and I
think well go in as one of the few
-teams who could win li.' Smith
said. 'We're excited about the
challenge."

The Michigan cross country

\

runners

CoBtinned on 2
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High School Cross Country
Scoreboard Boys State Finals [●

t  .k'— CLASS A
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74 u>gii'<iiir.2S O'mt Romt «Mtei S92.
76 Booktwn.Me.7T. UidianatlOB.CS. ' '
Mr.iBikUi:] DaWtoBiUtontm.Hoevionl.lSaS4B.
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Moore. NOVI Ii.7T.OO. < Tem Owtntess. MBM«n«
MJfore. 15 4C1C. S. Bit nttifl. MTkPtt Li«e Lattlano,
U <D.Rp6 AnsitB Mtrv<.0'tn« IMpt. 15:tl J0;7.
CXrti ToPon.hski. 15:<7.5Cr 1 Mtn Oaij. Ottron

a CatooiicCtntrt'.. li-aioc. 9 BauPSirstmtoii. as>,.
●n. 15:5110.10. lacee Crow. C'ano Lcoot. 153a.50.
II Anor Mariin. Bornore. I5-55M. 17 jotwnitman,
Davjion. If'OlAO, 13, Davkd lapt. Clanesloo. 15:0aJD:
14. Bwn Maion. Budiontiiit. 15 oilO; 15 Oavt
BiRown NvSkon»lit. 15:05 9C. 15 lukt Monttittn.
MiSlAoe OOB. 15’OT.w. 17. Ma’k Av«ni>tt. Hovi.

" 16:09.10. U S«n routruna Boealorfl. 16SB.50:1*.
eranoon IiaA, Ut^ea 5iatnnc«>tr, 15:1050.70
Waimto nawr.Ciaflaian. 15:1150.

Novi again runs past
Rockford fof ‘A’ title
By Be\- Eckman
Tbf Detroit News

BROOKEVN, Midi — Rockford
>5-as atop the boys Class A rankings
most of the seasoa just like last season.
And Rockford was ag2in No. i going
into the state championships ^rur*
day at Michipn Speedway.

And, like last seasoa Novi's boys
picked the perfect time to peak, win
ning the title — with 68 points to Rock
ford's 90.

"It’s psychological, the mind is a
tremendous tool,’’ Novi Coach Robert
Smith said after the race. "We talked
about how powerful the mind is com
ing here this morning, and they must
have taken it to heart."

Leading No%i were sophomore Tim
Moore, who finished third in 15^7, and
junior Chris Toloff. seventh in 1542.60.

Rockford junior Dathan Riuenhein
repeated as individual winner in
15:0540.

“1 went out harder than I wanted to,
but I had a good last mile." he said.
Tom Grecnless staned out with me.
he was right there."

Walled Lake Central senior Todd
Mobley was second in lyayBo.

■J was around toth at the half, and I
skiwly moved up and passed Tom at
the mile. 1 tried to stay with Datharv
but he slowiy pulled away &om me. I'm
not disappointed, but 1 thought Td be
closer. My time is not that but the

wind was pretty bad."
Detroit Catholic Central junior

Man Daly was eighth in 1^3.

Class B

Flint Powers Catholic, led by win
ner Justin Per«2 (15:19.90) took the
team title with 144 points. Holland
Christian was second with 162; Big
Rapids third 179; and Trenton fourth
199.

Junior Pal Roberts was Trenton's
fastest finisher — sLvth in 1544.70.

Clsss C

Senior Jake FJynn won in i5;!5.6o
for Benzonia Benzie Central but Alle^^
dale took the team title with 104 points.
Finishing second was defending cham
pion East Jordan with 124.

CinssD

Detroit Holy Redeemer improved
its finish from seventh last year to
sixth, led by freshman Raymond
Perez, who was seventh overail in
17J040.

Sophomore Mike Putzke's first-
place 1648,90 helped team winner
New Buffalo (78 points). Bear Lake
was second with 87.

"1 didn't do as well as I wanted, but
it's a learning e>5>erience.’ Perez said.
“Next year 1 will know to expect
from the competition, because I never
ran against these people before."
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Novi wins state title; Boyles first for third time
By MARVIN GOODWIN
01 The OaUand 0979-81 l and Sharon Van Tuyl of roursa in 17:55.5. Shannon

l^rtnRe Northern {1994-96) aa Stanley waa Adoma' aecond rnn-
runnera who ve won tlitw ner. Rniahing 27th, while Andrea
alraightCInsaAcrowna. Moreland. Chelaea

She followed the name plan as Kelly Bynw completed Adams’
in Uie pnat, conrentratingon her scoring,

Gottshall an

efhirt rather Uian place. The scores oTall
'It really wasn’t important to graded to include only team state

her title),’'she said, qualifiers and not individual
I came in ... to be in the top fi ve. ifiera.
^ lone as I run my hardest and "We pointed toward this.’
do best 1 possibly can, that’s Adams nwch Budd Cicciarelli
good enough for me. said. ’I realty emphasize the state

H

d

races were

oyles yielded the lead to a trio finals more than anything.*
Kockford runners and Romeo’s So did Novi coach Bob Smith,

Ttresa Bonnovanni aa late as two who sacrificed some earlier meets
miles into the nice. She was in order to prepare for the state
amnd eighth at the mile and finala Novi had taken second at
fi fth at the two-mile mark, but its regional, Oakland County and
didn t panic. *I jiust kept pas-sing league mecta But the Wildcats
people, she said. *I finally got were ready for the big one
into firet with 400 or 600 (melere) 'One dilTerence was Mar*

_  IAvenius),*saidSmilh ofoneof
from (here, she held off his top numers, who had stomach

Bongiovanni on the final stretch, flu and a sore calf in the last few
punrtuating her performance weeks. *He was back lOOpereenL
with a raised fiat at the finish line 'Anolherfsctorwasourconfi-
and a r^ui^ing -Yes!* as she dence. We tweaked our training
Onished the faat, 5,000-fneter pnxreduret the IabI two weeks of

the aeason and it seemed to
work."

Tim Moore was third. Chris
TbtolTwas seventh, Avenius
17th, Eric Walle was 22nd end
Nick Rassitt 55th for Novi's lop
scorers.

*lt's a great feeling,* said TblofC
qual- who was 29(h last year.‘A lot of

people doubted us. (but) we were
tough and had the confidenoe to
win. We knew we were a good
team.*

Besides Moore and Tbloff
Oakland Coun^ runners grabbed
six of the top 13 places

Walled Ijike Central's ’Ibdd
Mobley, who planned to stay with
favored Dalhan Ritzenheim of
Rockford — one of the top juniors
in the nation — trashed that
stratem
a maddening pace, running the
first mile in 4:30 en roulo to
15d)5.
'll was a little harder to hold

that pace,' said Mobley, who took
second in 15:22. But Milford's
Tbm Greenleas raced to the front

was

Ritzenheim maintained

after 400 meters ~*it aras the
only way to give itself a shot'—
sno had to fend off Lakeland'sBROOKLYN — State titles for

most high school athletes are a
rare commodity, but Katie Boyles
is on the verge of cornering (he
market.

Boyles, a Junior from Rochester
Adams, captured her third
straight Class A stale cross coun>
try title Saturday at Michigan
Speedway, leading the
llighlandcra to second place with
152 pointo. Rockford won ila sec
ond straight crown with 40, TStiy
was 11th with 285 and Milford
was 12Ui with 346.

Meanwhile, Novi enjoyed
boys CIsss A Htale title fast year
so much that it won it again this
year. The Wildcats, who struggled
at times during the season, upset
favored Rodiford, putting four
runners among the top 22 to fi n
ish with 68 points Rockford took
second for the fourth straight
jtm, scoring 90. Saline waa Uiird
with 132 and Clarkslo

its

II came m

Klein for fourth place.

*I thought I had Grecniess,*
said Klein, w)>o was ecstatic with
his finish, *1 passed him at the
three-mile (mark), but he came
beck and got ms*

David Sage(l3lh) in 16t)4 and
Malt Haver (20th) to 16:11 led
Clarkston,

_ Milfcnd'a Katie Kramerwas
eighth and Oxford’s Karen LeRqy
placed loth in the Class A girls
race.

In the Class B girls raw,
f^mtiac Notre Dame IVep’s
Megan Schneider took 26th in
19;'29. in Cisss D girls Michelle
Rolf of Rochester Hills Lutheran
Northwest placed fi fth in 20:27
and Jooeph Stemcmann was 23rd
in the boys race in 17:49. Oakland
Chri.atjan’s Amber Beachy was
the Lancers’ top finisher, coming
in 32nd in 21:28.

OaMand Ua ohoxyCHARlie COniEZ

Roctwstor Adaro lunkw KoHe
Boylos Mam her IhirTl stndghl
Individuai stato charrgiionship

fourth with 133.
Boyles joii^ Sterling Heights

Stevenson's Christy Gi^ison
(1991-93), Midland’s Kayla Skelly
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with the trophy for their second state championship title in two years raised high, the Novi High boys' cross country team takes a victory lap around their school on Monday afternoon.

Cross country team races away with second championship
By JASON SCHMtn
S^ns EOiior

Wnh llip rrreni conslrucllon of
trophy ciiBps all^iiln)’ Ihf Novi
Hl^h School tO’imiHSliim, the Iwys'
cross couiilcy trom wasletl no
lime In ^oln)< out mill Ki-llliittsomc
new harilwiiTc to show off.

The Wllilciils rcliiriicil lioiiii' Sojihoniorr Thii Mooic led lh<-
froiii IheClass-Astalc meet as the cliaruc wllli ;i Ihlril-placi; finish
best In the Hlalr. ch.iinploius lor ovcroll. Junior Ohrls Tololl fol
Ihc sccoiicI sIrnlHhl yi-iir. Niivl did lowed Unit up wllli ii si-vnilh
so by knoikinj’ off miinl>er-one pime fiiusli mill Ixiih Murk Av<-
ranked Hoekfoid, who w.is all Inil ulus (I7lli) and Eric Walle (22nd)
sure Ihey'd iivriige Novi's irlumph also eannsl alhstaU- liiiiiors.
from a year a|>o. Ashed If this lillr was sweelei

Ihiiii l.isl year's. Novi iisieli lioh
SiiilUi aiiswerisl wllh a .sliiivrr
■yi's."

'll was. Uirp down l.isl year I
llioiii;li1 wi- were rninpaiahle wllh
ItiK kloid.' he rsplalntsl.

"I'hls vear we iiialihcil up as
wi-ll. lull I jus) hail a sliaiiKe led

lilt; alMiiil II.'
Many <’S|ks‘Ii-i1 Novi lo Im‘ a

iiiatoi loiili'iiiliT iiexl year, not
(Ills yeiit.

"We will he Ihe liosl rehliiiliiL;
Irani In Ihr Malt- nexi M'asoii.'
said Walle, a |iiiilor. 'hiU you've
slill i;ot U> iH'iloim. We waul lo

will next year evei more lhan this
yi-ai. J lion'I waul lo i;o out and
finish seiiMiil as a senior after
vviiiiiini; lliesi' l.isl (wo yeais.'

( Vs iiKMc sliiiies mill /ilctiircs of
Noel's slofe I fiiori/>iixi.shf/>, /lieose
hii II lo /HUS' hixj III llu' sports sec-
lioii.

II
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Ahhh...sweet repeat
Four all-staters lead Novi
to 2nd-straight state title
»rMCMt0«rn

wu» cw bKl jsui

Ku BMW Cnn»uu» ptncni how

nuru> Sa.(h jey ato
Uw umAoaJ AruA r«»yn# had beat pwatf «

Mieh^an Sp^«r« l> 1 Saturday

K» bcy» had the rcw e/ Ihe 77-uaai Add.
au4« b>«nu R»cUerd. te daun iha acc*

-o/wAhJ Ciw A boya champwrtahi^ h vaaci

lir pmuM> d Ma^ru lor vh W'Udcaia but B a
B*ic0 d *0 nryu* cri ● avdy bviU ahv

rv>rrrdKy n au4>r^ bMMc one of ihe taat

*Nj ArV ettfuvi
●uaor » Uttr (hr bar Fud Lvir mart aa IMII
wm\ urr d br aUe io «Vi a^aB ’

hen coAmrt AS pahU vtucb BaitT
\afWB m and ihc rw of UK M Saftnr

an

rtlKf.’StW MBj 'Afialaai

waa imrd (I93j Clartaicn tourih II&3J and Crand
iBi^ATthnea

Sephotnat* TiB Hoer* pul hti bmi
drd hifwv Cnna

Tdof! r. «Mir^ (hr (cam is (hr (Mr Uaarr Irvahed
(hr OMrar in a barm bn> Wl» <f t& BunulB 27 0
9er3na» »htfh w pai foe <Mrd pAarr dV> Rsc4
fvd» iMihan lObVAhon US 05 41 and Watfrd UAc
Central a 1c«d WaMr> US 25 61 ftniahH bet
Moart «l*A drkaird dckndini Kena4Af lan Vaiky
Car^miMV ehaiicaen Tom CrmUoa <d Mdtvd t4ih
PPvaU Is Ihr Arv lartvin rwa

n hnrv i/ui if i
●HI ’ aaa9 1 kne* I aheud or up (hm at (hr

UTijUfiii' rart d (hr acaaen

rAreUoit ran Id Os Uiat

TMl aMfCd urthB ftaci) tf ihr load paHt arWAn
|wai ahaad of OevBt Calhtt CenwaJ a Hai

tse ’

OWy to oA«nii plaa ewal tto war IS 42 AO
M»a earoBbew aai^

loc4in| w br in U» U9 BAyto
ir« U( A«e* (fe ruCkUov auir cnedabu a^d *11»
aiH is a (B* aaah and tod w pBy eaiA to ^ *
ttdardfa hapfifraVtffo Amah*

Ikrhapa ti4fn 5er» ^ *«re U» An*
ton d burS Awnua Ltk Walk and Ntci baaam
Aa a lurncal out had any d chos ihrer noi Aniahcd
Utr r*cz a puM to 'abc. >to> a«uMn^ M<* ««
W iMr

1

If oft a Uw a«ek avnHi vtim
hr waa auftoVK PcA a ead r^ury and eoM rm raa>
IP hw full poienuai arm cn to awn aii-aiatr hen>
arv aaih hia l?ih pladT Amah in 1606 I.
petw^ Ok BBS Bdrwutok buah of (H M Piaa
iMi cc0*itoad ihtCBunr

'Hr vu healthy eiau(h la tmt aa rtoonaH tail
,«lto«»«d aonr pnde and i<pt hn oaec Hr ●«●

imll) Jw wild card to ua I would not hiT aurpnarri
Afih « utn AMT s Phr Amahrd the

«r rtf.* aaid ShWh ^b>en I heard ihai Pie

A*eriiks»«a

At* u*a

iTtM I bw* *e auddsily tai faato ns (to tohtf a 0‘
w»iw alM aiadr hw name hneaw talunp 22nd

pto« an) aiaw Bmin^ all »iai« acrotaOra Hu time d
yu«j law aneuch u kicp hm vtthB ito16 ISS

wp 2S and ■ toipad hw uum pa^h pouwa
Btohtod

hoeta lilih runim. NkI Baaaih caok ihroupH
●iih ● SSth c^rr 5ni»h pvtralt Il6 96 C6 Nei only

that b»trr than hacKlorda AKh rufirwr iMt v
●utowM NiM* W) pairar^ amrwr 11 pantt on
Ur hu I rara^ laarc

^ 10 OM'crda hu tm*
(Wtl ’ Jk <WCh M«1 mv f«ua« MMrrM

anrtfirvT' top< utitraainp w cretae 9f aamp Smt
tod kMT B (hr top 30 tmi T 117a aatotf Wtoi ahewi

●u nt rtf ●*>
tito

aWOMC THE SraTES BEST mrt butfi7~
Fetfr* and Mor^ Errkaen

and a^rrth
ihf Usirat of ht» ra
17 46 9

Nsri msd* ti be hnem early ihai itoy verr Ihr
tearf rp beat kadtne the r*<w at a leaHt frsri the

m ItoUerda Ne 3
out (A the twT breav* of ediauT'

toHa vth
Paain ft umr d |7 |0 I

»htlr Ervtaen ● tme of
near Ma care^ brw effort

Art) rtor bi the rare
runner

NPrSB BkHto »op 2? cWBasea n to CBas A
toys raca ●V' toA/«d 7U rmnwr eto UWbb SUl
«(ttor mpcnaift ho*«ftai3oKWtoiPeZSaf waters

tk»
ISC6*
1S256
1S17C
U409
IS406
15419
15424
15420
15^2
IS 54 S
H55 6
1603 4
i6«<e
t6« 1
>6«6
1607 3
14-06 6
16136 6

CM Mr |g«cf

If**' *'■ ■»●".iH.C«m
Uen That aviened Hen a tod. ahheuph the tearh
●lan I realh a«vr ol 11.

●Vt owttiit ktfontat numtoraor name*
)u»t irMto to beat thett yrrwyt* SrWCh said *Wc
tow oitf tfttd man tod u be b ton d ths ttod

tomh B torn d thor founh 4hd etir BAhnan

ToddUctoer
Tlhbtoceo
VmOBBrNOft
Ppii^itf'

2
*●>12
Uttayd
ItfBato

4
5

i^btoLaaoe6 AnOrMato

WaflCtor
Pb/raatowen
JBCtbCr^
Ar0r<4pan

to**7
DCC6

Had to brat out ihm fifth itoh W« tod B trialie
thri awre touwd ’

*ICpmnc Bl we theu(hi dam * vilw Mid

6 ton»ri
0«a*dltftoa10

*Tto
ah oat down and tokrd ai Arrtoorda

Qrnea We i0 tod tvnWreer at eowld toi (torn VW
tod ito athtfet beat (hem. R a rrwmal olep

11
□rtfon
Cbnsaan
Kawxvto
Kmorftaia
toto-dPoi*

1;
12 □mtoSapa

hrB uatee
Dm hjtoan
Uak wenanaatN
ypn fc itiji

U
a^tctfi YeutoveioUlM m '15

N«Ms tout all TUtr runnret am mcer than arry
Other laam TV W*udaia tod nci aS otatr rwnrirra ●
ym WP ffVwB A>mua 7vi and D«h OmauAneB
fithi m rwir la the prafyam t tr* atav Me Aih
iHBfnuw firaah amenf uW top 25 ip am aucti hcei'

16 )*tf> at AftAte ac»«aTr
toeIT

16 (c^homora Tim ttoora {abtovaj natoi Ito flrtiah line to tart £«tw(«rr'a CImbA rerto chempa-
onahip meet to Uksnl^n mitmational SpaaiJwBy Ha rmiatoo mird vtotoV to Vm r«d«, htopto^
hla Novi iMm bHr>g hemt Ha pacoHfhcohaeetnrwt toto a toiampioaivup

II Ttf
QaHWon
EdBWFepd

16 II 5
16 125
16 ISS
16 >6 7
10161
10 175

20 kaoBtfetotfr
toianOaBcr
Cmwato
to9Cdtoi
CBugQODB

21
TVa 701 ft learn lotatol 06 poBti. Wrh br*i toai

bniff than
ft ipuad Snath Mrtatrd bafcrr tiimua^
nawM.* hr ** ^ baf d ocaie run

Hr did a
Mft

1*0

ton22
ham (hr KV*C haa avi (he Mr mar1vi|( (hr t5crc6'

(hr fwnrt to (hr
TVae to thr up tot erd 5m to (he Bp amen nai-

B maakDumry funmri<
year 1 tpial d 82 AaAn) B iha team a* (hai laW >rat t tohi

s team tod a kit to openm
22

OCC24
a

HMI mk started (hr fl f(h-»Oilch( yav a torn nrr* ai Vb» yev ● rue*the peroar by aiuBUUto that *

What a day, what a team
Bui *hen (hai didn't happe
flam a lane aere dmaiuin: tor
enly did (hr (cba IHuih areond
but one of (heir IwtbI fane auf
fered ● brain hunorthacr and
●aft taken lo Ihr Hoaplial Mv

viih htffi and (hr
enw fbk62tod eoniBA^nt
prayera a

atf»i|ht tnp la Wiehtfin Serrd
« laa( Saturday arteinaon I
Idnt help bv( leel a bi( of

esfliemeit in (hr au arwnd me
TVrt «TTT an eaitmated 6 000
prppir In all a( Ihr
Thai a scar prop*? than inul
ai tv KTto* baaPethaii Aruk Ahd
be 1 RcemsTd Non or mm laat
pBrr Midland (hr auppen lya
lem och learn brvtfi M(h It h r
Umh> fnendi and auppeaimi ia
toondible

I talked anh parmta to Neei*«
lop arven T talAtf vlth parent* to

I mm Ulked atlh

parmti ol traduatfd hpvi
nem who aen (here (b aupprn
tv (oarn TV trip em (0 k:s ■*
7S Bdlea » htf CtBctly a Quira
jaunt to set aomeerw elora kid
rare

cr»ay

ton

HfHhi aem the bm avi ther
aeeond-atrai||hi tresi couniry

stale
tltlt, I
have
ainrd

reaperi
lor
a p P r (
(ha t
I a ina

t I e
reaped
Awn (he
Bthlrnr
eommu*

I

● SemtUinea Oceh| ■ aoM jab
arh time eu( team you unnp
Meed Surh kaa ihr raae Ipi
Ovtr TtoofTand Enr Wtok man
rye 4imrf\ ihae on pertemed
ronawetiOy otron^ all year loni
and ●hen Ti
thW. A»m(uft aiirpeiaed motyonr
●llh a 17(h plare linlfth an<
fiaaaiii u
Bfth man they
there ’ MU vlihoui ttoee rm
hpvi »ouldn*( have Ronr any-
●fiere ttoolT fiftfhed 2Pih a veat

Moore finishre

ihipuoh ●« a *na
aremed «p *htf V

Jftfton
Schmftt Ally tn

t b
otntry

laeklino no
ihm arm (

Me there a
pump laJieft and
any lame ●mninfi home Hina Ih
the aptfi to oom (ounvy TVn
pren t anr laat-a
Ma.*ra or toset beaten A» tor
frtlsv leammaira (ana and
roKhea auemlrvt the Arid (juii* -
dutrly foMp«in{ (V panu. v«D.
ns (hm* none to tnai either

Yes. on Ihe aurfa
ouniay raa« aeem bpnnc
■«ery"enou» fiun

d Hat)

croaa

and

eouniry ta»m c«lpbr«t« ttolt 2nd ttfto tmo on AlondvylAombarp ol tha im H^rl erooa
&na Btai«r« at tV tou Mruo

and thi Jfprihcilie ffecord in
Auduat of 1997. I«r (bade M 10
aii aiair championship rreM»
(●mtlini oner otfeunffii cBce.
●ecret once and (fPis ceumrr
three times ) Call me crary. rati

●Hal you «« Bui I thBh M a
an ocitiito (ptfi ip ●wcH

●fo at ihn onw
ahipa vMhln ihe paai two

years and (V mimbei to altfate
a(M«iea <onMn
ToWr M

le pile up
Awnrua and WaJie

■traiohi Bijic itek and Kith vn
●r m tV I990t Uketand ●●r
Mika m 1991 1996 and 1997
Bnchisn edped out tV Eaclea in
1965 and h«ivi ha«
ran Bmnicn vwi (V KVC a onl)
● VI stair ^oan bark an 1970

IV laai

look »e*«n(h ihia real Thai a Satow vo to «i«h to n detoi-
meet ICIarTiaien

and Sahnel L>hr)and laMrd to
Bake the aiaie Imatt foi ihe Am
Unesi I7ye«ra

BcToar Ar^ ed at ihe au●>ei a 400 pe
Walk ●a* hpna aevenCh man a
yar ado. ArpthltiA I I7ch He ●●#
22nd ito yt»t.

and mil
(he ●rhstfs UluatHova ^kal)

to Fame'

aliaiftie

● Ift (here arm Oovbi iKai Ihe● taai vaaon on>y one lea
tod bai ton m Mata and vm
taiBftSh Wffibtrnd and that
Anekteed at a tbM araaon mviia
bona) THn yw ton vbi beaten
by Lakeland. Clarkaton and

I  Menitrtoion Sahey Conlnrmee a
ft (V atfsexeni moss <mum

ternxr in the aiair'' to
ton (taa*i.r*Td {ana to ihai b>'

ll'irik Ihr eonlerencr lik Olth-

Jojo* StondT B (he sconj rOi
Br ftr the homu4tk flerorO or^
tor tou'i He eon br
^l(to*Bii9rii tonmrmn

Ol

● |i »aa a raod ido ip opato
the vtieci a trppn* case thn paw

TV Mhool ft athkiH pep
(nm he* i»«e> But asair etiamfi

●emr more Ai teaal ip ihcur who
● Coming imp (he race Mo I

ranked Aorkiprd had hoped 10
areitot Uai y«ara irpoei ts tod

do noi n>n>peie
Ihr (pen th«l la

Bui aa I Bade 07 third-

Itch or corer
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State runners i
meet challenge
TV6oip3/T0^a diitvarvt

tt

TV <jf bc?v giHa

vbo r«enU) ru at the fUw
mm oHUitz7 OM0t It MadunA

Spee^wt) kzxrv what the bM

pvt of ● dtfUsee nee.
But for those c( yvi wfaa deeX

w?lj fet 1e thit lets:

Far the put t*« eeMone. the
fUte tDeel Ku been nm ui>6ej

Mer ideeJ coodibone No pnap^

1j boci. bembtf tenpentune
rjnrj »b«» han ben i fU/i
contrwt i£i other rmAi held div*
i&fthie decade

There «mi the tiine thne

Miiwi Gooden

Milford’s Ka V KnavitaTid
Within eecoTxls of tmdi othe; *

VRoy kid^ It the Cw>euir
tnvi tj>d Knoaerat the Bik«It

wu Krvner who r*0tuall7 fiv

mhed ei^th and LaKoy wbe Uek

10

poai 4fo when an alhday

tEiade the a?une dop^ lod foot*
ipS nak> But it wu xieal cDOda*
boos for LaXeUndibm

thnn m advene wnthef

The; won the stale oUt. TVt
thve was the oowitcnD is 1991

r>ear MoaVe^os when ier afxi
frtraftf t«7<pentu7w made tV
:r_~: e KaiArdoua but for

LAieland, whid^ woo the stale

raxb

who

coum

th ,
KmHt 13 aeeoods wpantaq

M«?in Coughlin of WiiHW; ●

MoU andTlylorfioneic^Uhacr |
at the tw>BuJe mart - Boned *

wi» ahead - onui Couihks t »

mounted i ehar^ r the last ftOe j
(a finish I second ahead fionaa .

liiXelands Knstyo Kff® wwe aee« (

ODda behind as wae South l^^'f <
A&asdi Laa '

Ca*a*« tnJa

It ian'i Lsjau if Noei, vfudt

punctuated tu seai» its

eecorid stnj^t state uuau. eas
slosh throu^ ft tDudd; eoune
with the sante efTeAvvaa TV;
haven't had to do it

thma for aun, the Wildcats

hav? done v»ev part to mahe sure
(he state bJe remains in (he

KansrtfioD Valley Ccsiftfcaea
For the fifth ftrai^t ywax, a

tavn from one of the atau'i

tou^heeM otoe counffy omfer
encee aptund the evwn.

Britton w^ lA 1995.l^eUod
wm in 199&97 and Novi has won
(he last two seasons

And in almoel every instance,
the wiAiua^ lean was vl
fovored

But whether the oMrae b fofU

afoa. slippery m ifopp)', all rui^
Tten uJumalely face iV same

ehalkace -
tnetar course

One

the&.OOO-ninninri

as quj^y as posA*

tavt WHati g»ewie TOntf w«i »cen<I c#WTsfcraf*, ^ IWrtiB e< ftoddoPt

Kmb b)2 ; S
Grsnte dvxM n i fimo j

totich r\iB Crwfdsw woe
,«uf, hartf^ Kira

to fifth A»JMciorT«uW"«

toi 10 finuli > fr» aeVft hoftbri j

iris cn-dU» Ira ̂  i

TV,fina)«i.^iJ—^0«» ●
ran or the ninnrt '

oncDQin^ man upoo
doieru firushix wnhm ndandi ̂

other
Theft* wm aD tshaucUd.

Now. whsl’s the b«l part
^stance raee^

The end

(Wdvr) Goodwr is m OMand
Prim soerts writer)

(0

ti VH RSW‘W

TeeW Mc«Sey

caWaiedLate

C«M{left)PKar«d

Mcend pbe* from a

hai

fctocs* erf an

both fô mPtsMt :
MCOrdi ««Erf> bk.

In the biaost ptheriaf (he
beet hifh n^oo! numen in (he
state, what ara (hey thinkuf at
(he Aarcuig line?

TVu^ta are ndnf^. 90 mpb
in evendjod/s mind« Tbm's »●
fmsneM, anscius>ws. antiape-
boti. tenstoo. doubt and worry
Thm'i hope. fwUu aspirebon and
demre Scptne have (p>eesy siom*

sotne want to p bane. But
i^ien (he ftar^ific run firm.

OntTiTiUjiii!

Mobley and MiIfortTiTraB
Gnesioi. it meant shoatxoa
(owsni the front immediata^
NovSi Chi^ Toloff and Ttin
Ucon. e. meant seulinc m s pees
and hoti
csuJd be

Ar»d for thrse>hs>e state champ
Kabe Bos'les of Rodtetfter Adams,
H meant findicr s rrtc*s and
bcundmr the leaden before
attadong with 4 rrsdual surfi
which reels in everycTDe In btf
path in the sta^ erf the

dinarltmtii s fiffl ki^
e unleashed

weds real

ofgwpac* elasaa tt

Afvalcsi^sM±
Aft when naChar

Tbtfid,
LsMw^Ts Pal ni*(

(Mj arid MnjtTa
BoyW ijp;<rari Id be the odIt

irt ●bo fanke IS minuu, tbitTomGmnles, M<

94*ga ovar w^4a
fac&i^^nQ from Pie

aa Oxf^i Ksiran L^ny a^



EDITORIALSUJi>

^Waterford trustees earned the headaches
aterford Ib^vnship resi
dent Robert Shairard has
been a first-class
headache for township
ofBcials for several years.

■ Hopefully, that’s not going to change
anytime soon.
—l^arrard is demanding that the board
fthle up $12,000 — the amount oftax-
■payer money that’s been wasted in
Trustee Jean Scott’s futile attempt to
-keep both her district court job and
-board seat.

, The Sharrard-Scott tussle began in
"1994, when Sharrard, a former trustee,
-challenged whether she could hold both
●positions since the board made decisions
●that impact 51st District Court. Despite
opinions and rulings from Circuit Court,
the Michigan Court of Appeals, the state
attorney general’s office and the Oak
land prosecutor’s office, Scott decided to
●ieep both jobs.

And, to make matters worse, the
board decided to fund the ensuing l^al
battles with taxpayer money. That’s the
money Sharrard believes trustees
should pay back — $3,000 each from
the four trustees who approved the pay
ments, including Scott

Scott, meanwhile, retired from the
District Court in September after her
appeal failed, but not before upping her
pension to $790 a month. That’s based
on five years at the court and nearly 20
years as a trustee.

Township trustees made a mistake in
authorizing the payments to defend
Scott’s stubbornness. They compounded
the problem by continuing the pay
ments until Scott decided to appeal the
Circuit Court ruling.

We hope Sharrard makes life plenty
uncomfortable for them — they’ve
earned it
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End of construction worth bonus pay
- More than a few readers’ eyebrows
probably were raised following The
Oakland Press story about bonuses
●being handed out for this summer’s road
'work.

In a nutshell; The contractors on the
● year’s major projects — Interstate 275,1-
'75,1-696,1-96, the Southfield Freeway
■Jand Telegraph — stand to make at le^
-$4.36 million in extra pay for completing

‘ "The work early The contractors already
■,Jjulled down $177 million for the work.
..^.Refore any irate taxpayer decides to

storm the Michigan Department of
Transportation office to protest, consider
this: 900,000 motorists traveled those six
construction spots every day.

There's no question Michigan’s roads
never should have fallen into the state of
disrepair they did. And one could argue
whether the 1997 4-cent-per-gallon
increase in the gas tax really was need
ed. However, few can question the wis
dom of spending an additional $4.36 mil
lion to end the road construction night
mare as soon as possible.
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i I Darts and laurels
Tb W’aterford Tbwnship dentist
Sean Stannard, who has this
crazy notion that a patient’s
health is more important than
his or her finances.

Tb Michigan football coach
Lloyd Carr, who plans to
donate $50,000 a year for
seven years to fund a scholar
ship for female athletes.

JD 7

Tb Southfield Councilman
Sidney Lantz, for his misguid
ed thi^ts to sue the dty over
absentee ballots from the Nov.
2 election.

Tb Rochester Adams runner
Katie Boyles and the Novi
cross country team — 1999
Class A champs.

JOHN CUSUMANO
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BOYS H)’ Divid GohcU
ThdCtrrou

UVONIA ●

M^rc nir

Amsi

tAo*t ihe qi^er &hd b
SouthTifld C» « vwtory t

DcArttofT) ford»c& ip a Cb'

Tcponi] wmlTipal ai

Mopday right.
SeuiUVld (2M) will (r

tan) in Hm rr^&aJ dur

OPshjp agatful Detnii Mur

Wn^t (1^4) We^nday

T^rtn BgozSvnaal tophsisotT. fi&uM nfiib in

Rotneo!Bonpoi-aBai.«»opho- Ciiu B il Ok »l»ie run] id

mott. fiiujbfd ««Dd Id tbe ie:$>.90. Sh« «» «>'

CU1» A fiailun *0Q4». bet edumptombiF »! BUducl

De-iotalbe&*She-icea»oi» is 1977. "Her iBonviuoi bet

We bodi bet to w drive »ad bet love for ruDiuD*

: BoD*lov»iuil (V|- cjie Bjeei. We were bo(b tnibe her »ucce»»tuJ. tud

eurpriied «i K»!ie Boyir.' Coecb UConu WonncfSbe

mpoDK »beo Terwj »»de chirfnioibefroDumiiaU^
iiej eboui joo yird» oir. »»d ibe* bcb» r the eed. Her

I For t bd 10 pi fcoffi oioth m (he B»iD etreuftb ii bet kick 11

«ll niie (in 19981 to >e«Dd b «D the end. end bet «ui^ She

-V 1 *±ie^«Deni.HeitaBioBoyta =finiDelld*> Ion*.TYntwu
bn on)) loo tbb *«»0D bet pervsniJ beo Bi»»«i*on.

She nr i»Ti from everyone u Bjtet. She reibtee ei iha

UP 10 the Kite meet,' uid poioi ̂

Cot-b Tun Propn. The oyle uid with consbieni coechi^
lte-bes'tuji»heristok»dthe ind ber love of njamns. ihe

wdi-ndieiibepece.- ho m/onned me »br vino 10

0

VBS

Boyles

KiHe Eoyla. Eoebeotir mike It to 6e Olympics, ind

Ltftrr^ Boyles. ● hmiot. won *o to colleje uid pursue

ihe Clio A pris race for Ibt love of runninh Sbe  t |OiDg

third straisht yen. m iTSSJO- *or tl*

Sbe wiiw from ei^tb st tbe

i/Venile mirk 10 close 00 tbe Seylet, > sophomore, finished

leidervind then piss them in 15th in Cliss A to 18.56.70. *Her
the list'/rtnile for Adims. run- Hrnil) membcs ne ill rtmnerv

ner-up to RoeWord to A-She Ibt csT«tinoftB»~-ll*>^
mins hird. she h*s lelf-moti- vherywipuM ind raetThe)

shes eojchiblt' uid moved here from Minnesou.

ClwpO.«wie SMjia, Roxoo:

saocn.

Milk Avenlns, Norfc Ave- tbe line ind |0i bis pUct. he'd
run bici tbe other »7) to cher

his leimastes on. I hive not
nius. s lunioi, finished ryib in
the <●!■«» A suic finib in
,fc09io for sate cbsmp NovL seen Todd nm 10 eibsusoon
●Hr *es our wild eird in the untd thb yeit. He po out liit.
eairineet.comin8oSinto|ur), euys eith 1 top runnrt ^
ind he hsdn'i run s race in pullsews)'othelicmilt
noreibiniinonth.-tiidCcadi TYm Moeee.Nort Moc^
Robert Ssuih "He w»s 1 soiid pm ● sopbomort. showed
third mm before be went down promise of beu* nec sessM s
it tbe Oilisnd County cbimpl- Metro star wiib s Uaid-plice
oosbjpswithiiorn(ri*hi)alf finish in CUss A si the sate

finals in 153700. bb peraons)muscle
pit

. He did s lot of cross-
miaine 10 Veep bb eondroon- best, fat Bite cbimpioB Nova
ine up. suimming and bicy- Tun Moore b 1 puna in tans
cbni. He has vet)-fast feet, his ofdisancritirLmn6.'saidCoicb
cu-rooverbver) fast, the) seem Bob Smith.'He likes m pc out BUT
to bareh touch tbr pound- with toe lend ind be taias a

Matt Dal), Detroit open and loaves everybody ebe
CslhoUc Central; Dal), i pibbing for second He cm fuo
iunjoi. ftrushed eighth in Class a wry good straiep: ax whidi
A iri iheiuiefiBsliinise5.oo. he did at the sate meet. He wrai
●Mat really developed over tbe with tbe leaders but didn't
summer.- lud Cdach Tocy apend m>uanece*saryenrrp
MspiL-HewasnoifOingtobe He fcouaes on the man m wni
number one at the lepnning of of him. and teeli him in Tun
the year, bui when lobnDiCKi- wiL be there and score the poet; Groeolaa
Tinni had t stress fracture Hu sfiobie threshold b
(r^tlegl.Msrtrealhbsdlodo eniemd)highai>d hetaanmr
Ihr lOb He runs with hb eyes 1 pain leve! most runners tan'i
focused on the leadea and FH Robetta, Trenton;
itDS wsib them as long as be Roberts, a rumor, finished s«b
can. Hr knows hb compennon m Claes B in the state finals in
real w ell so he can puge from ipieTO "Hr only gw beat rasa
there ho. to tun his rax He «Ji year - be was fourth m the
knev be bad 10 be wtth the top U of D Mercy meet, the fur
ninnenandeta) wuhtbemUi meet of the yens and smh si
ctsiesl.indhedultt- the sure meet - other than

Tom Creealex, sr.thl«od that be won rrery nsrei be ria'
said Coach Helsoti MscKicol
The reason he's good b
heratse he's tman and eocn.
miced. along with bu talent.

Kilford: Creenless. a senior,
fuushed fourth in Class A at
the state finals in ipaojo. He
ran ipry

FordsccY fi-foot-S Mum I
* scored inside to puli ber 1

wiihui s8-a) with a mir
remaimrtg to the third Mor
sophomore guard, had
poLCis and rwo assists tbe r>
the quaner to help increas.
Irad to 15 gBap She culmU
tbe tun by drthhLiog around'
to score s Isvup as tune cap

'Wegot pouib off our d
live intenstry.- Moore said,
quickitets was She ddicr
totiigh;'

SiTiyah Bihbins had u F
and sis rebounds. Mx
points, five asstsis and 1
null and lennifcr Kebo a.
10 for Southfield

Reds bad u points
rebounds and four bloci
Fordson <ii-ia). lacloe Put
added ijpotnis

●We felt they stayed 1
p.Tie by making free thro
frv frsi half so we didni *
foul them- said Souil
Coach Ben Kelso, lem.
father TV)- winied the,
guilRedalmsidesowtspi
out in the first half but it.
work Uke we wanted Out
was to iitjck the baikei 1
thud quaner and that bro)
game open Amanda an.
the baskcT well lonighL*

Fordson was ioof*n on
frirow anefflpb to the firs
and trailed aa-iE but ms
percent (ii-of-’J) of lu
from the field for the gam.

When asked If hr v
retie: Figy Detroit King

disqualufied from tbe
lourrament tor pfaywg too
rrpjli; auson games —
replied -Ho. we play the s
ule tlwy sxd m- ^ 'OP*'
be sro^ up tn the OAA
CnvBion a> last year, bu
(OAA adminisiraiorsi re
They reeerecdi lot ofcore:
arid now wt're moved u
drvtiions for nert yta; :
■rew: 10 war. anything yo

bat the best Well plr
ever IS on the sobedule."

wis

to

Coach Bud CicciartUs "She and Romeos runauigpropam
doesn't take no for an aogwet. was one of their Masidera-
she steps up to the line and ootu" Romeo Coach Tim

Propr said "She started out
with 1 sta.i'Slow. finiih-fast

■ ■ Srte Krame. «"gS-'"»d style, then sbe became  s front
hOfoed: Kramet. only a fresh- rtmiiet Sbe got more hill wpit
iii. finished eigsa in Class A than in tbe past She's in sn
to tSupudsKboolreconl-She eovuonmem with otb« com-
has tbe woiV ethic and the tab mited runners, like Term
ent but what sets her apart. (Bongiovaimi) and lulia
especalhfromotberfrrabmes. (Schmidt) -Her personal ber
IS bet n.^sas-sT.-said Coach this season was 18 5* ●'““t

Mixeeb Aihietic Confertoce
RedDtviaion Meet where tbe

decides she warns to be a srm-
net

man.

Bnan Salyrrs *Sbe has ireipcn-
dous erperienct for someone

. his personal bet at the
Spa.tan Invitationil. Tom has That was hb season  s test tune
teen blessed with great speed. He likes to tun at ihe front ^
(*'s tbe anchor kg on the poo
relay turn that was rate Cham- front tbe fur 300 meters. He
pions laii spring.- uid Coach Ihmks a k*. he really anilyara
Bnan Salyers "He's very bb races wed so when he fin-
afyreuive He's been blessed bhes, if he's unhappy with ha
wiihiremendousleitpecdbui ome he knows why^
it's bu burning desue that DavW Saga. CUikmo;
males him 1 sucetuhd croc Sage, a senior, finahed ijlh in
xuntry runner. He's sn up- Class A tn the sute finib in
front rtuiner.up at the front of idoaBo-Hesayeaj-eciuadatly-
tbe race from the pur. He gam- tote be never leu bimsclf ^
bled It the state meet be ran to out of i-hape* said Coach
win and had to figdii people off Tayloi. "He truly enjoys
iiihrend- olhg. be attends summer

toves SO lead. He wu out in

ruiy*

Pit Erin. White Lake samFeHewotkiiialocalnin-
T.tu.w-I- fteie. . junior, fin- oirf-s.Soei!DxaLi!be'iil»ay5
bbedfifibinOauAinipioio, ebecidng on lotbrr rsatnen) on
his personal best ’He bat a the eomputei. so be kno«
tremendous desire 10 wilt he's whit's going on. He was sll -
pst a spong conpentor.* said leigue (OAA). lU-counry. all-
Coach Rinto Wilioia "He hkas state and MVP four years
to get tight out and run with tbe Sage's ber nme thii sacoo 'as
test kidt He has an aggiocive third in the Spanan ini^
rurutuigstyloAsayoungeralh- QatsThtotNoftTotoEa
tote, be developed hbcompeo- tumot finished seventh in Class
live drive from playing hockey A o the sate ftnab in e^6o
Rehasmorei-rertocacetthan for statechimpkmNovi-Cbns
oihei kids rve had. As a fresh- has a tremendous amount of
man. be came out for crMS kg speed he's undci J mmines
xuntryamontbiodihalfinio in tbe 800-meitr run. slid

an.s ended ut help- Coich Bob Smi'i "He s 1 very
Intense runner, be los'es to race
and tangle with the guys He

Thdd Mobley, Willed geuouifaaugoeswyihibekid
LikeCiiaraLMi^.iserjx packldt the fur mik. Mtlerwo

b bu for serious racing With

uif ui tbe fUte CUs* A
title “

fifti*hed hii cjjwf ●iih t »ec*

her age to middle lohooL she was third behind Boagioviaru
rared apjnsi the boys, because and Schmid;
they didn't have a giris team. JoUa Schmidt. Memo:
She's an eLie soccer playct. and Soheud; a semo; finbhrt stob
plays club soccer dunng the at states in Class A  ot i^jo.
season. Sbe b definitely a from bet peraonal best. "Julia u
mnnet. she doesn't fax many dependable, xcbuiem. able to
pdoordini-il) SlrbasSuabil- produce on deminl said

‘-.’a*i Icytoraxbybenelfpushher- Coach Tim Props; "Sbe's be«
'  sell 01 compete with otheiv* tbe keystone of our team for

Karen LaRoy. Oiford: the last twoyears.ihe oaxire
Leroy a tcnioi finished loih in pkie mode) cf everything ywd
the Ciau A final to i8u»-She wiru in a cross ecamiry ru^
works real bard, ibc's very She's a four-nme ilhstaeeT (lin-
tough mentally.' said Coach bhing to the top «) and 11^
Rjt Sutherlini "She's eicep- time academic all-stair. wui a
donal in tbe lar qua-nn-mile. pq*; tbb yenr lulu Lkesiorun
Sbe cm leally get a toe can of fretbe beoefit ofthe team k^'
hetseU. Sbe's an aggresiivt. lag tbe part or pulLog proplk
strong runaet. Riuming at along with ber. .
siaix that was bet ber time Marat BmPey, Starting
4a.ii.on- ●

Aadroa Parter, Uraola leniot. ftnuhed lytb to tbe Clau
steveiuor: Parkei. a aeaiot, A final in 1&57B0 "Mirae 1 a
finished mh to Cliii A to four-tune lU-suier. she w
.gSOJO-Sbe'sathrertmeali- Class A state poo meter ^
satet. she . been an lU-kag'.re poo as a htouen “k®”’'

Coach Kevm Hanson Tire

Coach Paul Holmbcrg.-She strength is a lunw b tha^
tbe Wcsiere Lakes Athlet- doessgood jobof meMagtioin

the middle of tbe pack and
workutgbei weyup Sbe's not >
front ruanei It's a yearxund

she's iianed woekug

s«lfrctiefi four yttfv* uid

wvn
A&Bocbiioo Ust rwo

%be\ ic «tf)cwvt rufi*
ber. iiit Ikn tc oat to tbe

l^d fu> iben votjnire,

Mobley

I

J

r«

li»»

C-re-ia-wre-s'^'?.'^

. She won bs
iSN*icJt30Ckil» tbu Sbe't » '■b ifor ner crou eotuioy Kiior;

very consuient runner. Sbe she undemands the lopor-
reilh cwveihadahidraxSbe tmee of o«-«a»r.

handles advemrywett You on ^
her having a ley eo naui in the off-season,

which a lot of people are 001
willug to do niuig' doni hap
pen to oiu spore because of

Pirfcer. luck, they happen beeetue of
htfd verL*

ClW.

_ d CliiJ A »i the MHSAA hb lef be s J «4) thiwJAD
Ai)wer Peniwuli *utc ftaib 4t the finith li&e Hu nc«
>ov. 6 j*. >-Uaifar Sp«dw*> k ptr^-anon b wf> compile.
JpooWstL He fiA tbe 6e inuofibley c weU tbe
^oune ifi >P5A5 m*de »mr"Upi. mi van*bl».
Todd uruque he waj iou3* Uie hb habits mi 6eL
h' for tbe leacu* uid C^ch He’t ful)> prepared be
CiflMcBnde TkAcbtcjowed cooes to d»e nartia* Uae.' .

*
la fmc

4]Nb<ays couat on
px>dperformiace lAVn sbe's
rfj]^ ou she’s ●$ food as aa>'
bod>*

Otto4,Hiiibiwu
Detrah Cra^eet Parker, a

s

: SmDey*Moff

»u.
How we picked them
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All-State, er, area
If there's ■ debate

you'll hear In erosa
coiinity, It probably lias
sotnelliln|( to do with
whlth Is the belter

croas-rountry CTMilcrenee
In the stale rrf Mlrlilean.
Those Irom Hie West

ern stile of Hie stale will
liool and holler that Hie

OK-Rcd (Ollawa-KriHI
ronfrrrnee ts Ihe best In

the slate. Whereas any
one from Ihe east side of

Ihe slate will (ell ya that

Ihe KcnsInRlon Valley
Confereiite Is lops-
Tbe OK-Red ronfer-

enre, wlilrh ronsisis of
teams stirli as Rockfnril,
Molland-WesI Ollawa.

Grand Haven and Jenl-

aon. has el(>hl learns In
■ all. Tlie KVC has learns

Burh as Novt. Drlehlon,
Mllinrd and (.alieland,

seven In all.

The proof (s In Ihe
titles, In which Ihe KVC
has won Ihe last live
state tllles and six In

Ibis decade. The OK-Red
has never won a state
line. The OK-Red had

one ninner In Ihc top 10

(rhamplon
Rllrenhein of Rockfordl.
The KVC had four of (he I

niiiiirrs In Ihc stale (all
are on ItomeTown's all-area

squadl.
If tbal docsn'l end Ihe debate

rlRhl there, Ilirn let's see If the
OK-Reil conference can |miI logclli-
er a learn Ibal coiikt heal the Itrl-

lowlnR seven albirles, which arc

from Just Ovc of the seven IcaRiie
schools. Anyone would he hard

pressed to find seven Ircllcr run
ners from any one area lhan we
have licre.

FIrsI

Name
Tom Gro

Tkn Moo

Chris To

Erie Wa

●●con

Nick Bh

Hono

Ualhan

seven
which

T«am
School Orada

ITTbnmotMillardoriloM
Sophomora

Junior
Sophomora

16.:Novito
16.-Lakeland

loll 15:Novt
ie;JuniorNovilla

Mark Avanlue
Brian TheuI

161Novi Junior

lakeiBrrd Sophomora 16::

d T»am
Nema
Hrtan Hilyk

Orada
"J

School
TCNotliivina iaTior
16;:Novi SeniorssIH

Bretl Daitny

C.J. Haddmo
Jason Prkhnora

Nick Kopexyk
MHio Cakahan

Senior 16>MIHofd
Lakeland Junior 17;l

16::SeniorSouth Lyon
16:'Millord Sopbmore

Senior 16:Millord

rabI* Menlien
Lakeland - Eric Jedynak, B.J. McCool. Ryan Bartman
HIHord - Casey Barnes, Tytar VanAckar
Novi - Evan Foslar, Mach Erickson
South Lyon - Ryan Rorrvi. Gary Pannals. Andrew Lapham
Hofthvilla - Phil Santar, Ben FkxxJ

PlxM)br.lOHNHEIOCH

Flrst-leam fl lharea croaa country aelectlona, Irom loft, Eric Wallo, Tim Moore, Merit Avonlut
and Chris Tololl ol Clasa A state champion Nowl, and Tom Graenleaa Irom Millord.

claim Ihe teague ctownl and stale
qualllirr who finished 33nl at the
Michigan Speedway. Thrill took
seventh-place at SptlngHeld Oaks,
the tmii^esl regional In Ihe slate.
He was lOth at Ihe Oakland Coun
ty meet and second behind Tom
Greenless In Ihe Lakeland-Mllford
dual.

KVC meet, but stopped during the
rare lo stretch his legs. He fin
ished 40Hi and Novt fell short of
t-skcl.snd. Had he been healthy, he
wnnM have nccrled lo finish In just
I7lh place for Novi to win the
meet.

He was healthy for the Rcdfnrd
Union Invite

tnvile infill). He won Ihe Lakeland
dual race, wlilrh ended up ensttr-
liig Novi ol the conference champi
onship.

Mark Avenlot
RotI Junior
You roiililjusl Irll how badly his

Irain missed him In Ihc lairr por- , and it showed In his
fourth-place finish.

t2-conscciillve wins was snapped 'Ihcre's no good word lo go with
Junior.

Mr(<arcllr<iA. Wallp h^Artif a vrry
Toloff will be In the hunl for an Important mcmlrcr of Ihc WlWcals
Individual slate championship this year. When Avcnius was suf-
nexl season. Icrliig from leg Injuries lor much of

liy Ihc Wildcats last year.
Along wllh Moore and Kirin.

Ihc last month of Ihc season, II
Hon of Hir season. Novi finished
second al Ihe KVC mccl. sccoikI at
OakhuHl Counly and second al the
regional. Avrnlus missed each of
tliosr inrcls, and Novi really
nilsscil liavliig Ihrir all stale run
ner II 7Hi pLsre) In Ihe lineup.

Arlimlly. Avenliis ran In Ihc

was Waile who sirppcti up his per-
formames.

Mr finished 22nd al Ihc stale
meet after finishing rlghlh al Ihe
regional mccl. Me also had lop flii-
Ishcs al the KVC mccl Iscveiilhl,
the Oakland Counly meet |srv-
cMllil mid Ihc Gabriel Richard

Brie Wsllc
Novt Junior
Two years ago. Novi bad Ihrec

freshmen known as Ihc ralniliiiis
freshinen. Iasi year Hicy were Ihe
super sophs. So Ihls year. Toloff.
Waile and Mark Avciilns formed
Ihe Jnhllanl Juniors. Okay. so

Brian Tbent
Lakeland aopbomore
Tlicul (pronounced Toy' for you

folks In Novll was an all-confer-
Ihc was fifth al Ihe

KVC meet, helping the Eagles
rnce runner

pttfje.
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Bassitt leads 2nd team

place Bnlflii at tlMlW^nn Attxr'R^in-

-4 ■" tK-.-

Out all-^Hta Qrst te^n nads moie
'like an all atolc team, so you belter
mrjgnlze Uk talent of the next seven.
Second team, perfiaps. but no slouch
es. South Lyon's Ja.son Prldmore. for
Instance, Is a two-time state qualiner
and the Lions’ best runner tlie past
two seasons. Brett Barley and Mike
Callahan were key members of MH-
fonl's state-quall^^lng team. And If tt
were not for NUJr EJassttL Novi would
not have won the state championship.

mckBudtt
Nort senior
A critical part to NovTs state cham

pionship team. Bassitt was the Wild
cat’s flflh man this year. He finished

al.
Bassitt was 2Ist at the KVC meet,

and lode I4lh ovesall at the Rnlford
Union Invite at Cass Benton. He Is the
lone senior In NovTs top five aixl one
of JiMt two seniors on NervTs varsity
who wlU be gone nod year.

BrisoBDyfc
NortlivUle junior
Unlike each <rf the other monbers

of HomCTown's all-area team. Bilyk
often battled the competition by him
self. Unqucstlonabty the Mustang’s

Contlnned ea 4

Novi’s fifth man tops our 2nd team
Contlnned fnm 2

top runner. Bilyk ran to a 55th-place
finish al IJie CL-iss-A state meet In a
tlnw of 16 minutes. 39 seconds.

Me qualified for the finals with a
nInth pL-KC finish at lire reglonaJ meet
at Am Arbor. Bilyk was a first-team
all-Westem Lakes AcUvlUes Associa
tion ntruier (6th place) and also fin
ished sUth In (he Junlor/senlor por
tion of the Walkal Lake Weston Invite.

an apperuarice In the state finals with
his performance at the Springfield
Oaks regional.

one knows the name Tom Creenleas,
l)ut It was snilors like Barley aixl fel
low second team member Mike Calla
han Uiat helped the Redskins become
one of the best teams In the sUite
(they were seventh at the Class A
finals). Barley was named second-
team ali-confcience.

ninth and quall^lng. for the second
time, for the Class A stale meet,
where Prldmore finished 1 lOlh. He
placed 17th al the KVC meet. Prld-
more turned In his best lime of the
season (16:32). and placed second
ovenill at tlic Centedlirc Invllatlonal.

Nkk Kopezyk
MUfoid sopboniote
While Milford was blessed with

seniors like Tom Greenless. Brett Bar
ley and Mike Callahan, youth was

Mke r«ltotfn served In the person of Koperyk. a
HUfoid senior tenth-grader.
Callahan was a second-team all- He was rme of four Milford runnos

KVC runner as a senior, as he On- to place In the top at Uie stAl^;
bhed 11 Ih at the corrfcrrrKe meet He meet. Kopczyl^ plpcpd 21 st at fJje,

'28th at the Oakland County rrglonaJ, 15lh al th^fljnfcimce ninet
meet and helped tire Redsidna secure and21st at Oakland County.
was

Brett Bailey
Milford senior
Buley was nothing If not clutch. As

a junior he was crucial to Milford's
regional tide. ThLs season he was 15th
at tl>e Sprtngfirkl Oaks regional, sur-

Mc came correct al (lie never ea^ prising everyone but perhaps his
Springfield Oaks regional, placing coach, teammates and himself. Cv^-

JssonPrldmore^,
Bouth L70H Moior
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Moore, Toloff head up Novi quartet
Coatinned from 1

top flnishcs a( the KVC meet (seventhl. the Oak
land County meet (seventh) and the Gabriel
Richard Invtle lllFlh). He won the Lakeland dual

race, which ended up ensuring Novi of the con-

runner (he was fifth at the KVC meet, helping
the Kagles claim the league crown) and state
qualifier who finished 33rd at the Michigan
Speedway.

Theut took seventh-place at Springfield
Oaks, the toughest regional In the state. Me
was lOlh at the Oakland County meet and sec
ond behind Tom Greenless In the Lakeland-
Mllford dual.

them back next year, don’t look for for an
enduring Lakeland hiatus from Brooklyn.

Klein was named all-slate for the second time ference championship.
In his two-year career. He placed In the lop five
In most of Michigan's elite meets: fifth at slate,
third at the brutal Springfield Oaks regional,
fourth at the conference, second at Ihe Oxford
Invllatlonal and fourth at the West Bloomfield
Invitational. Klein was sixth at the Oakland

County meet and third In Lakeland's dual meet
with intradistrlcl rival Milford.

Mark AveiUtu

Novi Junior

You could Just tell how badly his learn missed
him In the later portion of the season. Novi fin
ished second at the

KVC meet, second

at Oakland County
and second at the

regional. Avenlus
, missed each of
those meets, and

Novi really missed
having their all-
state runner (17th

place) In the line-

ALL ARE
First Team
Name
lom Ureonlesa

Sc
Mi

Tim Moore No

Pat Klein La

Chris Toloff No

A CROSS COUNTRY
Chris Toloff

Novi Junior

If It wasn't Moore wlrinlng duals and Invlta-
tionals this year. It was TololT. The Junior harrier
Onlshctl seventh at the slate meet, his second-

straight medal performance. He was third at the
KVC meet, ftfth at Oakland County, first at Bed
ford Union and first at Gabriel Richard.

He and Moore produced the most feared 1-2
punch In the slate, making It dlftlcult to over
come Novi's top two. His Novi team has not lost

a dual meet In over two years, something the
KVC has not seen since Lakeland’s streak of 42-

cnnsccuUvc wins was snapped by the Wildcats
last year.
Along with Moore and Klein, Toloff will be In

the hunt for an Individual state championship
next season.

hool Grade Best Timefcourea)

15:40 (MIS)llord Soriior

vi Sophomore
Junior

15:25 (MIS)

15:40 (MIS)keland

vi Sophomore 15:42 (MIS)

16:15 (MIS)up. Eric Welle NovH Junior
Actually. Avenlus

ran In (he KVC

meet, but slopped
during the race to
stretch his legs. He
finished 40lh and
Novi fell short of
Lakeland. Had he

been healthy, he
would have needed

to finish In Just
17lh place for Novi
to win the meet.

He was healthy
for the Redford

Union Invite, and It
showed In his

fouiili-place finish.

Mark Avenius Novi Junior 16:09 (MIS)

Brian Theut Lakelarvd Sophomore 16:24 (MIS)

Second Team
Name

Brtan Bilyk ~
Nick Dossitt

School
Northville

Grade Best Tima (course)
1G:4I (Ml^>Junior

Novi Senior 16:39 (MIS)

Bretl Bariey Milford Senior 16:47 (MIS)
Brie Welle

Novi Junior
Two ycar.s ago. Novi had three freshmen

known as the fabulous freshmen. Last year Ihq'
were the super sophs. So this year. TololT, Walk
and Mark Avenlus formed the JubllanI juniors.
Okay, so there’s no good word to go with Junior.

Regardir.ss. Walk became a very Imjmrtant
mcmlxcr of the Wildcats this year. When Avenlus
wa.8 suffering from leg Injuries for much of the
last month of Ihe season, it was Walk who

sicppcrl up hl9 performances.
He finished 22nd at the state meet after fln-

tohlng eighth at the regional meet. He also had

C.J. Hadding Lakeland Junior 17:08 (Kensington)

16:32 (Centerline)

16:46 (MIS)

Jason Pridmore South Lyon Senior
Milford SophmNick Kopezyk ore

Mike Callahan Millord Senior 16:48 (MIS)

Honorable Mention
Lakeland - Eric Jedynak, B.J. McCool, Ryan Bartmen
Milford - Casey Bames. Tyler VanAcker
Novi - Evan Foster, Milch Erickson

South Lyon - Ryan Roma, Gary Pennala, Andrew Lapham
Norlhvllle ● PhH Santer, Den Flood

Brian Thent
Lakeland

■opbomore
Theut (pro

nounced "ToyT was
an all-conference



I I I I1 I I I 1 I I I I I II 1 I I

Novi’s front four lead pack
KVC R<itmfr of the Vrar.
GremlrfiB won the KVC

champlon»hlp. wan oerond at
the OaMand Counter meet, sec*

ond at the brutal Springfield Oaks regional, and
fourth at Ihe Claaa A alale finala.

Ilia lime of 15:17 at the Spartan Inrttallonal estab-

llahed not only a peraonal best, but a new achool
reeord.

s country
If there's a debate you'll

hear In cttm rminliy, It prob

ably has snmelhlng to do arilh
whieh la Ihe best (TOSfl Conn-

liy eonfrrenre In the nl.nie of Michigan.
Ttioae from Ihe Western side ol Ihe slate will hoot

and holler that the OK-Red (Oltaam Kenll eonference

Is Ihe best in Ihe stale. Whereas anynrrr from the east

side of the stale will leO ya that Oie Kensington Valley
Confrrenre Is lops.

Tlie OK-Rerl conference, which consists i>f teams

abrh as Rockford. Holland-West Ottawa. Grand

Haven ond .leiilson, has rigid learns In alt. The KVC

has leams sucli as Novi, Britton. Milford ami Lake-
laird, seven In all.

The proof Is In the titles. In whkh Ihe KVC baa wrai
Ihe la.sl live stale lilies and sU In this decade. The
OK-Pleil has never won a stale Mile. The OK-Red had
one runner

twin of Rorkfoedl. 7T>r KVC had four of the lop seven

runners In Ihe slate tail of which are on HonwTown's

all-area squad).
If that rloesn l end Ihe debate right there, then let’s

see II Ihe OK Red eonference can pul logrthcr a lean
Ihol roukJ heat Ihe following seven alhkies, whkh are

from Just five of Ihe seven league schools. Anyone
would be hard |ices.sed to find seven betler runners

from any one area Ilian we have hne.

Torn Oteenlesa
Milford aenlor

llrllliing Ihe founder and CKO of Ihe Road Runrtrr
Lawn Company. Creenless' high school career was
deillraird to mowing down the eompelHlon. He ton-
cliiilerl his carerr as one of the elite alhleirs In school

history, a three Ume all-stale aelertlon and Ihe I9W

Boy’s cros

In the top 10 Ichampton Dalhan Rllzen-

Tim Moore

Novi sophomore
If It srercn't for a certain nmner from Rockford.

Moore would be the mrrwhelniing favorite to win the

Claas-A slate title neat year. Hol be It so, Moore will
be Ihe overwhelming lop challengeT to lake on Rllzen-

hein at r>ex1 year's stale meet.
This season was sort of a coming-out party for

Moore, who consistently placed among Ihe top two on

his team all year long. His 3rd-p1ace finish al (he slale
meet was Ihe Icing on a cake which Included lop

finishes al Ihe KVC meet (2nd overalll. Oakland

County (4lh overalll. Redford Union 12nd overall].
Gabriel Richard (2nd overall) and the Ann Arbor

rrgfonal flsl overall).
In two head-to-head ftnlshea against Greenleso (his

year. Moore was one for two, edging the Milford senloc
al Ihe stale roeet-t»tM

it-,
pat mda

Lakeland Jaalor
Though Lakeland (Just barrty) didn't make the slale

(Inals for Ihe firs! Ume tn. like forever, Ihe Eagles were

welt-represenled Individually by (Irst-leam all-area
nieiiitxrs Pat Klein and Brian Th^- And with both of

●  *>».use
1* * *

PhcSobvJOMNKCiOEn

Caatlaaad an *HomaTosvn'a afl-araa taamt had ● Mttford and Movi flastar to R. nabWng 10 of Itto 14 aalaeWow*.



Tom CrrtBjoM
a£lUoi4 teoier
Befliuni Uie founder »nd CEO of

Uit Road Runner Lawn Company.
Creenlesi' high school career was
dedicated to mowing down the
competition. He concluded his
career as one of the elite athletes
in school histoiy. a thm-Ume all-
suie selection and the 1999 KVC
Runner of the Year.
GrecnJess won the KVC champi

onship. was second at the Oak
land County meet, second at the
brutal SpnngHeld Oaks regional,
and fourth at the Class A state
finals.

His Ume al the Spartan
tnviuuona' Mtshltabed not only a
personal best, bill a new achool
record.

Tim Ueete
RoTl aopbomer*
If It weren't for a certain runner

from Rockford, Moore would be
the overwhelming favorite to win
the Class-A state iille next year.
Bui be II so. Moore will be the
overwhelming lop challenger to
take on Riuenhein al next year’s
stale meet.
This season was son of a com

ing-out party for Moore, who con-
slsirmly placed among the lop two
on Us team all year long. His 3rd-
place llmah at the state meet was
the icing on a cake which Included
lop llnishes at the KVC meet 12nd
overall). Oakland County (4th
overalll. Red/ord Union (2nd over-
aJIl. Cabnel Richard 12nd overalll
and the Ann Arbor regionaJ (1st
overall).

Jn two head-to-head finishes

against GreenJess this year. Moore
w-as one for two. edging the MUford
senior at the state meet.

Pat Eelo
Lakelaad jnalor
Though Lakeland (Just barely)

didn't make the sute finals for the
first lime In. like forever, the
Eagles were well-represented Indi
vidually by first-team all-area
members Pat Klein and Brian
TheuL And with both of them back
next year, don't look for for an
enduring Lakeland hiatus from
Brooklyn.
Klein was named all-ilate for

Che second time m his two-year
career. He placed In the top five In
most of Michigan's elite meets:
fifth at state, third at the brutal
Springfield Oaks regional, fourth
at the conference, second at the
Oidord Invitational and fourth at
the West Bloomfield Inviiallonal.
Klein was aixth at the Oakland

County meet and third In Lake
land's dual meet with tntndistnct
rtval Milford.

Cbria Teles
Heel Jenior
If II wasn't Moore winning duals

and Lnvitationals this year, it was
TolofT. The Junior harrier finished
seventh al the state meet, his sec

ond-straight medal performance.
He w-as at the KVC meet, fifth
at Oakland County- ftrsi at Red-
ford Union and first at Gabriel
Richard.
He and Moore produced the

most feared 1-2 punch in the
state, making it difficult to over
come Novl'a top two, His Novi team
has not lost a dual meet In over
two yean, something the KVC has
not seen since Lakeland s streak of
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Jason
Pridmore
makes
second
team Bntt Btflef

IflUord xnlcr

Barley was nothing U not
clutch. As a Junior he was crucial
to Milford's regional title. This
season he was 15ih at the
Springfield Oaks regional, sur
prising everyone but perhaps his
coach, teammates and himself.
Everyone knows the name Tom
Crrenless. but it was seniors like
Barley and fellow second team
member Mike Callahan that
helped the Redskins become one
of the best learns In the state
(they were seventh at the Class A
finals). Barley was named sec-
ond-ieam all-conference.

Continued from page %

SECOND TTIAM:
Our all-area first team reads

more like an all-sute team, to you

better recognize the talent of
the next aeven. Second team,
perhaps, but no slouches South
Lyon's Jason Pridmore. for
instance. Is a two-time state
Qualifier and the Uons' best run
ner the past two seasons. Brett
Barley and Mike Callahan were
key members of Milford's state-
Qualifying team. And If It were
not for Nick Bassiti. Non would
nol have won the slate champi
onship.

Continued on pa|e 4

Hike Callahan
Milford settlor
Callahan was a second-team

all-KVC runner as a senior, as he
finished llth at the conference
meet. He was 26ih at the Oak

land County meet and helped the
Redskins secure an appearance
in the state finals with his perfor
mance at the Springfield Oaks
regional.

Nick BajslR
Nerl senior
A critical pan to Novi's state

championship team. Bassitl was
the Wildcat's fifth man this year.
He finished 55th at (he state

meet after a 27ih-place finish at
the Ann Arbor Regional.
Bassltt was 2Isl at the K\’C

meet, and took 14lh overall at
the Redford Union InMie ai Cass
Benton. He is the lone senior In
Novi's top five and one of Just two
seniors on Novi's varsity who will
be gone next year

Nick Kopcfyk
Milford sophomore
While Milford was blessed with

seniors Ike Tom Greenless. Brett
Barley and Mike Callahan, youth
was served In the person of
Kopezyk. a tenth-grader. He was
one of four Milford runners to
place in the top 100 at the suie
meet. Kopezyk placed 21st at the
regional. 15t^ at the conference
meet and 21st at Oakland Coun-

Briaa Bilyk
Nortbrille Joaler
Unlike each of the other mem

bers of HomeTown's all-area
team. Bilyk often battled the
competlllon by himself. Unques
tionably (he Mustang's top run
ner. Bilyk ran to a S5lh-place fin
ish at the Class-A state meet In a
amr of 16 minutes. 39 seconds.
He qualified for the finals nith

a lUmh-place finish at the region
al meet al Ann Arbor. Bilyk was a
firsl-team all-Wesiern Lakes
Activiues^soclatJon runner 16th

place) and also finished sixth in
the Junlor/senlor portion of the
Walled Lake Western Inviie.

ty-

C.J. Badding
Lakeland Julor
WTille firsi-leam all-area selec

tions Pal Klein and Bnan Them
were the stars. Kadding was a
very good third runner for the
Ea^es. All three will be back next
Mason. Kadding was ninth at the
KVC meet — which Lakeland won

— making him a second-team all
conference honoree. He also came
up big at the Oakland County
meet, placing 16th.

Jason Pridmore
Booth Lyon senior
Hr cakBF«mfl ai the nmr-

easv Sprmcfield Oaks regional,
placing nmih and qualifying for
the second time, lor the Class A
stale meet, where Pndmore fin
ished noth. He placed 17th at
the K\'C meet. Pridmore turned
In his best lime of the season
(16i321. and placed second over
all ai the Centerline Inviuuonal.
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Greenless qualifies for nationals
Milford senior takes seventh
at regional cross country rt^eet

Mobley was the Claafl A atate
runner-up while Greenlcsa
placed fourth at the atnfe meet.
All three landed bertha on the
flrat team of the Foot Locker
All-Midweat Regional Cross
Country team.
Runners in the Midwest

regional came from Arkansas,
Colorado, Illinois, Indiana,
Iowa, Kansas, Michigan,
Minnesota, Nebraska, North
and South Dakota, Ohio,
Oklahoma and Wisconsin.
Nearly 350 runners from

those slates competed at the
midwest regiona.
Other area runners who com

peted included Tim Moore of
Novi, who placed 33rd in 15:49.
Michigan, which had five fin-

ishera in the lop 10 for 35 points,
w.xs the team winner. Illinois
was second with 53 points and
Ohio took third with 77.

In the girls regional, Karen
I>eR«y of Oxford placed 7fith out
of more than 400 runners and
was limed in 19:37.

Tom Grccnless of Milford and
Tbdd Mobley of West
Bloomfield each had their cross
country seasons extended a few
more weeks.
Mobley, a senior at Walled

Lake Central High School, and
Greenless, a senior at Milford
High, each earned berths at the

Foot I>ocker Cross Country
National Finals, which will
take place Dec. 11 at Walt
Disney’s Oak Trail Course at
Shades of Green in Orlando,
Fla.

Greenless nosed out Mobley
for seventh place at last weefe’s
Foot Locker Midwest Regional
Championships at the
University of Wisconsin-
Parkside in Kenosha, Wise.
The

in the
the national Cnals.
Greenless was timed in 15:23

for the 5,000-meter course
while Mobley took eighth in
15:24. Both were in a battle for
the final qualifying berths ns
Ryan Cole of Sanford, Mich,
placed ninth in 15:25.
Ualhan Ritzenheim of

Rockford, the Michigan Class A
.slate cross country champion,
was the individual winner in
14:56.

top eight boys and girls
scedea races qualify for

Thmi.'iiinds of the nation’s lop
high school runners com|>cled in
otlier regional meets, which
included the Northea.sl in Bronx,
N.Y., the South in Charlollc. N.(\
and the West in Walnut, C.alif

TocM Mobley (left) was edged out by Tom Greenless but both earned trfps to the national meet
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Mobely Moore ToloH Groenless WallsHaver Gillell Avonius Smilti

Wildcats take lead on boys team
By MARVIN GOODWIN
01 rb* o*«i^ PtM»

was KcnBingtan Valley
Conference runnerup and rmon-
al champion. He plar^ fourtii at
the Oakland County moeL
■ Chris IblofT, Novi; 'IblofT and
Moore helped give the WildcaU a
Btrong one-two punch. Each look
turns beating each other, and
each were o threat to win moat
meetainwhichtheycompeted.A '

i'linior, Tbloff waa R^fnra Unionnviutional champ, waa third in
the KVC and waa regional run-
i>er-up before taking seventh at
Mata.
■ Tbm Greanleaa, Milford:
I’crhapa the most feared runner
becaiiM of hia combination of
endurance and speed — he's a
8ub-f>0-aecond quartermilcr in
track — the aenior is also a three-
time All-County selection and
four-time atate qualifier
Grcenicsa ie the KVC champion
and was lunnerup at the
Oakland County and regional
meets. He used hia alnrng kick to
secure fourth place at the stale
meet.
■ David Sage, Clarkaton; Sage
tins been one of the area's top die-
tanre runners the past four yrara A
fauntime Mate qu^fier. Sage was
OAAI duunpnn and unbenlm in
league dual mceta He won the
Onuid Invitalicnal, look third at the

Oakland Cminly meet and was
fourth at the tough regional at
Springfield Oaka The senior fin-

I3th at the CIn.'Q A state meet
■ Pat Klein, I.,akeland:A strong
competitor, Klein eventually
began beating runners he had
lost to earlier in the season. The
junior finished sixth at Iho
Oakland County meet, fourth at
the KVC meet, third at the
Springfield Oaks regional and

the Oxfori] invitational.

isl

second at

17Ui at the Oakland County meet
and waa 22nd at the state meet

■ Eric Walle, Novi: Walls sup
ported the Wildcats' effort wiui
steady performances. He took sev
enth at the Oakland County meet
and was eighth at the Aiur Arbor
Pioneer regional. Walls finished
22nil at the stale mi«L
■ Mark Aveniua, NovliAvoniuJi
overcame injuries midway
through the season lo run hia
beat when it counted most. He
was fi llh at the Detroit <lesuit
Invitational and placed 17th at
thcCla.ssAatalc meet aa the
Wildcats' third finisher.
■ Coach of the Year, Bob
Smith, Novi; With the loss of
lliruc quality seniors, including a
pair ot All-Stale runners, virtually
no one gave the Wildcats a chance
to repeat as state champions.
Despite .second place finishes at
the Oakland County, regional and
KVC league meets, Novi waa
undaunl^. The Wildcats ran
their best race of the season in
capturing their second .straight
stiilc title. Comparing last year’s
team limes lo this year’s, Smith
said the average time on the
Wildcats' home course for the top
seven rurmera waa 16:41. the
eamc for both years

"I think it (state title) means

1
AII*county Boys Cross Country

ClassSchool Sta
4

j After another state cross coun-.
by meet there's little doubt that

' some of the beat distance ruiinera
in the state are in Oakiand
County. For the second straight
year, Novi won the Class A state
championship, following consecu
tive lilies by Kensington Valley
Conference rival lakeland the
previous two yrare. The Wildcats
placed four rurmera on the All
county squad.

Five of th
at the stale meet were from
Oakland County.
■ Tbdd Mobley, Walled Lake
Western; A Ihrco-time All-
County selection and a founlime
state qualifier, Mobley was the
counly’e beat runner, k
Oakland County, Western Lakes
Aclivitica Association and region
al crowns and was runner-up at

Brother Rice Invilntionu, He
was unbeaten in dual meets and
took second at the Class A atate
meet
■ Tim Moore, Novi: Moore came
on strong at the end of the sea
son, punctuating a strong effort
by taking third at the Class A
atate meet, seconds behind
Mobley. Only a sophomore, Moore

e top aeven finishers

e won

the

1Ntma
ToddUoblay
Tbn Moore
TcxnCreerisH
PalKlen
ChnsToloil
David Sage
Mark Aveniua
Man Haver
Enc Waite
NtckGAaR

Waled Lake Waatsm St.
te Time

15.25
Hrwi Soph. 15:27
kWonl
Lakeiand

Sr. t15:40
15:40.  Jt.I ,1NoM Jr. 15:42 aOarkslon Sr. 16.04
16.09 )Novi Jr.

1Clarkaton Sr. 16:11
Novi 16:15 "

16:16
Jr.

Troy Soph.

He was also lOth el the Jackson
Invitational and fi nished fifth at

■ the state meet, seconds behind
Grcenicsa.
■ Matt Haver, Clarkaton;
Haver, along witli Sage, formed a
(onsiatent duo for the Wolvea,
who were Oakland County and
OAA 1 champions. Haver was
third at the Oxford
eighth at the Oakland County
meet and sixth at Uic Springfield
Oaks regional. He fi nished sixth
at the OAA 1 meet and placed
2.Trd el the Class A slate meet.
■ Nick Gillett, TVoy; One of two
Bophomores on the squad, Gillett
waa the Colta’ (op runner. The
tall, long-striding runner was
third at liie OAA I meet, was
Ambrose Invitational champion
and was third el the Royal Oak
Kimball regional. He fimshed

Invitational,

■>
SscpndTaam iSchool

Rochestar
Lahssr

Claaa Stats Tinw
ChnsGurnz
Andrew Bauer
Chartis Slamboulan North Farmfetglon
Brian Thsot
Michael Coll
David Clingan
Adam Freua
NickBssstii
BenSalvelta
Sieve Snwt
'Done at reglontl meet

Lakeland
LakeOnon
WalortordMoa
Lake Orton
Novt
Cranbrook-KIngsw

Soph. 16:16
VSoph. 16:20

1623
ii

Sr. A

Soph. 16-24
Scfili. 16 26
Sr. 16:34I
Jr. 17.00

1639
16:44
16.16*

I Sr. .I ●
ood Soph.

Bvmeigham Groves Jr. I

Honorable Mantten: Brett OuanB. Dan Burke and Kevin Breen. Clarkslon;
Craig Frenkiand and Dave doSlelger. Rochester Adams: Jasen Prtdemore, South
Lyon; Kevn Nsiighton. Waled Lake Western: Chartes Visaxili and Mark

. and Brett Bartey, Mdord; CJ Hadding, ,
ons and Spencer Aston, Lake Orton; Mika

Rappapoil, BtdiKbi Rice, Nick Koperyk
LMteland: Andy Geatl. Troy. AndfM Fo
Duke, Rochester; MAe Barton, Birmlnoham Seahokn

more delerminatinn on their I
(team) pari It's really gratilying
lo know it'a not an anomaly (and)
we can do it again.'

more (Ihie year) because prmie
can't say its luck,* eaid Smith,
who hofl coached at Novi for 19
years. “It'e more than luck, it'a iti.

I


