
Novi High School
Foil: Boys' XC "only” second
in the stote

themselves running for gloiy in the fall. Brighton for the KVC title again in the
fCross Country

There isn't enough room in this tab
to cover the many achievements of
Novi’s boys’ cross country team in

Basketball 2000. Although it failed to win its
Not many teams can expect to have a third-straight state championship by

good year when they lose their top six. coming in second to Rockford, the
players, so as expected the 2000 Novi Wildcats swept through all opponents
girls' basketball team had its struggles at the league and regional level,
during a 4-16 season. Senior Chris Toloff was the best of

It took some time for the girls to gel, the best from start to finish in 2000.
and for much of the season the team Toloff set a course record against Lake-
had problems producing enough land, set another one when he won the
offense to win games. Breakdowns in
team defense cost the Wildcats as well,
and couple all that with the fact they
were playing in a very tough KVC con
ference, you have the makings of a
down year.
Throughout the hardships, the team

never quit, and always battled no mat
ter the score. Perhaps that was a
reflection on senior Karen Edwards.

Although she didn't put up gaudy
numbers — five points and three
rebounds per game — she possessed
the Intangibles of a true leader both on
and off the court, and for that she won

the team’s most improved player state of:Michigan.
award. She was truly the heart and
soul of the team. Also making big con-

... MbuUoo&tto the team were Megan Col-
llgan, Kate Rose, and Jaime Sabol.

Detroit Invitational, won again at the
Shamrock Invitational. Toloff shat
tered yet another course record when
he won the Oakland County Meet with
a time of 15:38.

Most of the time the only thing keep
ing Tim Moore from winning races was
Toloff. The Junior was nearly as
impressive as his teammate, finishing
third at the states, and taking a host of
first and seconds throughout the sea
son. Other runners like Mark Avenius,
Tim Kava and Todd Foren gave Novi
the deadly combination of being one of
the best, and deepest teams In the

Losing Toloff to’Michigan State Uni
versity will hurt, but with Moore and
friends waiting in the wings for their
chance at glory, Novi should again find

all.
Football
A controversial call late in the fourth

quarter against Northville helped to
end the 'Cats football season a bit ear
lier than they would have wanted. But
the tough loss doesn’t take anything Perhaps the change that had the most
away from a phenomenal 8-3 2000 sea- impact was the insertion of freshman

Eric Aytes into the starting rotation.
First year coach Tab Kellepourey Aytes didn’t compete in the Pre-KVC,

found replacing a legend to be pretty mainly because his talents were still
easy in the early going, as his powerful somewhat hidden, but eventually
offense busted out for 82 points in two coach Brad Huss realized his potential
opening season wins. The Wildcats and the team took off from there, going
bounced back after being demolished on a lengthy winning streak, that even-
by Brighton to win their next five tually yielded  a a share of the KVC
games. A loss to Northville ended that -championship with Brighton,
streak, but in the playoffs a win oyer
Portage Northern set up that contro
versial finish.

Golf

A lot changed from the time the Novi
boys' golf team finished fourth at the
Pre-KVC to when it won the Post-KVC.

son.

Despite their terrific play in the KVC.
the Wildcats faltered a bit in the
regional, finishing only in eighth place.

There certainly, jyjign’t a lack of Ijal- Aytes on the other hand, had himself a
ent on the as the Wildcats fine day, as he became the' first Novi
earned 8 eighi spots on the All-KVC freshman to ever qualify for the boys
team. Highlighting the selections were state tournament when he shot a 76 at
the amazing backfield of quarterback the regional.
Matt Gorman, and backs Blake Myers, Other top performers on> this cham-
and Jake Ray. Other KVC selections pionship quad were juniors-Malt Peu-
were Tim Stefanson, Courtney Byr<)n. rach. iatid Pete Kobyalarek. Peurach
Tyson Tfaritz. ScotrKortlandt. Aaron sported a 38.0 average in duals,- and a
Marion, and Chase Chandler. 7.7.2 2-ln 18-hoie toumiameit-ts to
With a huge bulk of their talent com- -become; a first team All-KVC ifelectlon,

Ing back next’Season, the Wildcats
should be well equipped to challenge
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Novi cross country eager

for conference challenges

Boys team know taste of victory, want more
By SAM EGGLESTON
Sports Reporter

fifth in the state last season, and

2000's seventh place" team in
Lakeland. Smith also noted that

South Lyon's running program is
up and coming and will be one of
the teams to watch out for.

*1 am pretty confident and 1
know we are not going to concede
anything to anybody," Smith
said. “I don't like to make predic
tions about the season because

when you do the best you can
hope to do Is obtain them and If

you set them to high you might
not be able to even do that."

Smith said one of the goals the
team has set for Itself is to be

prepared.
"Our first goal is to be pre

pared fully." he said. "If we are
totally prepared and if that is our
goal then we will be ready for
anybody. As a team we have set
the goals to be undefeated In the
season and to be county champs
again, that Is a real honor down
here. Oakland county is a real

hotbed for great cross country
teams."

But even if the Wildcats can’t

reach all of the goals they have
set for themselves not all will be
lost.

matters Is what happens in the
first week of November. If you
don't do anything else but do
good then, everything will proba
bly work out."

Smith said that almost every
team In the KVC is a competitor
when It comes to cross country.
"When it comes to cross coun

try the KVC Is far superior to
o^er leagues," he said. "Over the

last three years it was pretty
much a given that we were going ,
to the states. It’s not a given this
year. As good as we are It is not a
given."
According to Smith, from what

he has seen so far this season's

team is on pace with the best
teams he has coached.
"From what 1 saw this weekend

and In practice today. the>- are
running s good as any team I
have coached during this time of
the year," Smith said. “Including
the last three teams,"

The one thing that will always
keep Smith's team working hard
Is the motto they practice by
each and every day.
"The harder we work, the luck

ier we get." Smith said. These

kids pride themselves in working ;
hard and It shows when they
compete."

The Novi Wildcats boys cross
country team will be looking to
repeat their performance from
last season — even with the loss
of three All-American runners.

The Wildcats, who will be led

by senior Tim Moore, are
coached by Bob Smith In his
21st season at the helm of this

cross country program.
This team has had the taste of

success." Smith said. “In 98 and

99 we won the state champi
onship. It was the first state title
In the history of Novi and we are
proud to carry that moniker and
hope to keep it going."
And keep it going they might.

The Novi program will be carried
by the swift pace of Moore. Todd
Foren. Junior Tim Kava, Mitch
Erickson and sophomore Eric
Joseph.

"Those five guys are running
really well." Smith said. "Every
team in this sport will be going
for the state title and though we
lost a few good runners we have
a good, solid program again."
Smith said that some of the

tougher teams that Novi will be

facing in the Kensington Valley
●Conference are Milford, who was

"Even if we trip and fall In
those three goals it doesn't reallj’
matter." Smith said. "What really
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Cross Country: Preview
Novi’s Moore now leads
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By Bev Eckman / The Detroit News
NORTHVILLE -

Novi senior Tim Moore
is following in the
strides of strong runners
before him - Mark
Avenius, his brother
Kevin Avenius and
Chris Toloff, all of
whom led the Novi team
at states over the last few
years.

They've graduated, the
baton has in effect been
passed, and it's up to
Moore to lead the way
this season in the pack
of 23 that turned out.

Novi won states in
1998 and '99. Rockford
won last year, behind
Dathan I^tzenhein, who
set every distance record
in the state and will run
for Colorado.

The Wildcats are
practicing at Tim Pope Park on this morning, beating the
heat of the day. Their home course is Cass Benton Park.

He's practicing better than ever, he's fine-tuned every
aspect of his game," Coach Bob Smith said of Moore. "He's
still an average kid in his demeanor, but as far as cross
country is concerned, he’s training like a collegian.

Last season. Smith noted, Novi, Rockford and Catholic
Central were the teams to beat. "This year I'm amazed how
wide-open it's going to be. Rockford graduated everybody,
but they always have a lot of boys," Moore said.

There's Saline, Grand Ledge, Milford. And Novi and C.C.

Morris Richardson II / The Detroit News

Novi's runners took the state
title in 1998 and 1999, and they
finished second last year.
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TV Listings
Crossword There are 10 teams that could win it."

Last season, the top 10 in Division 1 finished like this at
the state final at MIS: 1. Rockford, 56 points; 2. Novi, 89; 3.
Detroit Catholic Central, 100; 4. Saline, 221; 5. Highland
Milford, 229; 6. Traverse City Central, 242; 7. White Lake
Lakeland, 243; 8. Portage Northern, 267; 9. Grand Blanc,
324; and 10. Lake Orion, 336.
That once again shows how tough the Kensington Valley

Conference is in cross country -- Novi, Highland Milford
and White Lake Lakeland are members, three of the top
seven finishers.
Novi returns four who ran at states: Moore finished third

in 15 minutes, 6.10 seconds, behind Ritzenhein's record
14:10.40 and teammate Toloffs 15:05.30. Toloff will run for

Michigan State.
Now-junior Tim Kava was 48th in 16:14, now-senior

Todd Foren 86th in 16:29 and now-senior Mitch Erickson
was 109th in 16:36.

"The placing is deceptive, because runners were coming in
like three a second," Smith said.
Moore said his goal is "to win states, win the

championship as a senior. That's been my goal since
freshman year."
Sure, Ritzenhein and Toloff have graduated, but "There

are always going to be runners you don't know about,"
Moore said. "Winning is tougher now, because because
people are training harder, and that leads to faster times.
You can tell that from looking at the state results, the top 50
times are faster than they used to be.
"What our team has is commitment to win the state title."

Kava, who ran his personal best 16:14 at states, said his
goal is "to show Novi is not going to slump, and make it
lliree titles in four years."
* Top 10 teams, listed alphabetically
Selected by Bev Eckman.
Detroit Catholic Central: Finished third overall last year

in Division 1. Returns seniors John Krawiec, No. 15 at the
state meet in 15:46.60, and Ryan Lowry (28th). Lost five.
Krawiec has a stress fracture in his left leg. "Without him, it
will be a very long season," Coach Tony Magni said. "He’s
on a bike now. If he comes back, we could be top 10."
Senior Kyle Jekot is in second year. Junior Chris Kuneman
"will have to step up."
Grosse Pointe South: Finished 15th in state, second in

Macomb Area Conference Red. Returned seniors Pat

Dantzer, 27th in 16:44; junior Andy Visger, 17:13; and
seniors Robert Hanrahan, 17:13; and, up into top seven,
seniors Matt Jasin and Alex Mackenzie. "We're looking for
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the second half of the season to be successtlil," Coach Tom
Wise said. Dantzer (school records at 16:08 in cross country;
9:44, 3,200 meters; and 4:26, 1,600 meters) should be a
front-runner.

Highland Milford: Finished fifth at states. Coach Brian
Salyers returned six of his top seven. "It's a very balanced,
very deep group. We look to excel through strength in
numbers," he said. Senior Nick Kopczyk, 14th overall, is the
No. 2 returning runner behind Tim Moore, Sophomore Dan
DeRusha finished 80th "but has progressed significantly."
Junior Pat Miller was 39th. Senior Casey Barnes was sick
finals day and finished No. 160.
Lake Orion: Finished lOth at states, first in Oakland

Activities Association Division 1. Coach Stan Ford returned

three senior varsity letter winners: Michael Colt, Justin Dew
and Chris Johnson. "Those three guys coming back is a plus
for us," Ford said. He'll fill in with sophomores Shawn
Wilsher, Keith Magic and Ryan Dahl, and freshmen Billy
Peterson and Kevin Comstock. "If they can jell, we hope to
put it together by crunch time," Ford said.
Livonia Stevenson: Finished 18th in Division 1. Coach

John Gores returns five of his top seven. "They're young, but
we plan to go to the state meet again, win the Lakes
Division title and the Western Lakes Conference," he said.
Juniors Matt Gillespie and Sean O'Halloran, seniors Chris
Furlong, Dan Gruszka and Pat Case return. Junior Doug
Novack, a track miler, and sophomore Steve Armstrong left
football for cross country.
Novi: Won two of last three state Division I team titles,

finished second to Rockford last season. Coach Bob Smith

has four back from that team, led by senior Tim Moore, who
was third overall in 15:06. Other top returnees are junior
Tim Kava, No. 48, 16:14; senior Todd Foren. No. 86 in
16:29; and senior Mitch Erickson, 109th in 16:36.
St. Clair: Finished second in the state in Division 2.

"We're probably two months ahead of last year in our
training," Coach Jon Davidson said. "We're injury-free and
hungry. Our goal is to win the state meet." He returns six of
his top seven, including: junior Larz McElory, 17th in
16:07; and seniors Jesse Arnold, 33rd, 16:24; Matt Neiman,
63rd, 16:46; and Jason Neiman, 42nd, 16:35.
Sterling Heights: Won Macomb Area Conference Red,

won Macomb County meet. Coach Harold Arft returns his
No. 1, junior Jeff Draggich, 21st in 15:51;junior Jason
Arini, who had a separated clavicle before states, personal-
best 17:11; and junior Chris Lieblang, personal-best 17:15.
"A lot depends on how new kids come in and fill a spot. We
should be tough in the county," Arft said.
U-D Jesuit: Finished 21 st in Division 1. Coach Joe

http://www.detnews.com/2001 /highschools/0109/12/d08-292043 .htm 9/12/01
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Beldyga returned six of his top seven. "We have our best
team in a long time on paper, but we have to stay healthy
and peak at the right time," Beldyga said. Three of the team
were all-regional runners -- seniors Greg Haapala, Jim
Hageman and Mike Schuchardt — and "are improved."
White Lake Lakeland: Finished No. 7 at states in

Division 1. Coach Randy Wilkens returns four of his top
seven. "We'll be better than people think we're going to be,"
Wilkens said. Returning are senior Brian Theut, 30th in
16:00; juniors Chris Welch, 62nd, 16:30, and Adam Craig,
I04th in 16:49; and senior Ryan Rys, sophomore Eric Labar
juniors Scott Kern, Eric Fadie. Eric Black. Also to watch:
Brighton.
* Top 10 individuals, listed alphabetically
Andrew Bauer, Bloomfield Hills Lahser, sr.: Finished

fifth in Division 2 in 15:37. Undefeated during the season.
"Andrew's dedicated to the sport, he works hard and when it
comes to the races, he's prepared, he's trained hard," Coach
Nick Stration said.

Jeff Draggich, Sterling Heights, Jr.: Finished 21st in
15:51 at states, won the Macomb County meet in 16:28.
"He's able to maintain his pace, he doesn't jump right out but
he in position at the mile and takes command in the second
half of the race," Coach Harold Arft said.
Jake Hammerle, Woodhaven, sr.: Finished 23rd in

15:54.50. "He's very talented, hard-working and very
coachable," Coach Mike Dennisuk said. "You map out a
plan with him, for training or a race, he tries to implement it.
put it into action. He's good to have around."
Nicholas Kopczyk, Milford, sr.: Finished 14th in 15:46,

second-highest underclassman. "Nick is a fearless
competitor who has the ability to extract every ounce of
energy in every race," Coach Brian Salyer said. "He's the
captain, and he's looking to compete in his fourth state final
and lead his team to another top-10 finish."
Matt French, Howell, sr.: 18th in Division 1 in 15:47.60,

voted Livingston County runner of the year. "He works real
hard and has a fair amount of talent, obviously," Coach Paul
Webster said. "Basically, he just can't stand losing, he works
that much harder. He’s a front-runner, we’re working on
tactical racing."
John Krawiec, Detroit Catholic Central, sr.: Finished

No. 15 at the state meet in 15:46.60. He is coming back from
a stress injury to his left calf "Once the gun goes off, he
doesn't let pain bother him," Coach Tony Magni said. "He's
on a bike and swimming now. If he doesn't come back, we'll
be really hurting. We're counting on him to be one of our
leaders again."
Ryan Lowry, Detroit Catholic Central, sr.: Finished

http://www.detnews.eom/2001/highschools/0109/12/d08-292043.htm 9/12/01
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30th in 15:59.60. He ran all summer with John Krawiec

before Krawiec's injury. "He enjoys running against the top
runners and staying with them as long as possible," Magni
said. "He's focusing on his own running ability right now,
pulling other runners with him and making them better."
Tim Moore, Novi, sr.: Finished third overall at states last

season in 15:06.10, behind record-setter Dathan Ritzenhein,
Rockford, and teammate Chris Toloff. "He's training like a
collegian," Coach Bob Smith said. "He's practicing better
than ever, he's fine-tuned every aspect of his game."
Ben Salvette, Bloomfield Hills Cranbrook Kingswood,

sr.: Finished ninth in Division 2 in 15:54.90. He won the

Metro Conference championship and set course record at
Cranbrook, 16:51. "Ben is dedicated both in terms of
physical commitment and study of running," Coach Greg
Miller said. "He'll run with the leaders and work to take the
lead."
Brian Theut, White Lake Lakeland, sr.: Finished 30th

in 16:00, was all-league first team in the KVC, sixth overall.
Three who beat him were All-Americans. "He's been in the

program four years, he has a lot of speed and experience,"
Coach Randy Wilkens said. "He's a front-runner, he ran well
in track season in the 1,600 relay, the open 800 and the open
1,600."
Also to watch: Kevin Gienapp, Brighton.

Vou can reach Bev Eckman at (313) 222-2392 or at
beckman0).detnc\s’s.com.
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TOP 10 ̂ OYS CROSS COUNTRY TEAMS

Redskins return talent
plus a lot of experience

Paul Mattis and Matt Sc^ini
also expected to help the (^1
who could challenge for the
league title.

te

4Lakeland — After nearly
20 straight seasons of
qualif)’ing for state, the

Eagles mis^ the cut two sea
sons ago by the slimmest of

argins. But they started
anoUier streak last year — they
finished seventh at state — and

hope to keep going this season.
Senior Brian Theut should be
the lead runner with Chris

Welch and Adam Craig also
expected to contribute.

Lake Orion — If the

.Di^ns are to win their
third straight regional and

second straight OAAI crown,

theyll have to compensate for
the loss of four of tneir top
seven runners to graduation.
Returnees Michael Colt, Justin
Dew and Chris Johnson each

has big meet experience and
support could come fiom a
young group which includes
sophomore Shawn Wilsher.

,

m

5

6South Lyon - The
Lions could improve and
still finish fifth in the

KVC meet, just as they did last
year, “It’s incredibly difficult (in
the KVC),” coach &ott Smith
said. “(But) we’re a much better
team from doing battle in the
KVC week after week.” Seniors
Brian Lee, Nick Pearce and
Andrew lapham should be the
leading runners with support
comiM fiom any numbw of
candidates. Smith said there’s

more depth than in the past,
which could pay dividends late
in the season, ‘^e’re going to be
competitive with anybody in the
league,” Smith said. “Where
we're going to shake out,
won’t wow that until
November."

we

7Rochester Adams
The inlanders won’t
have a front runner but

their senio^laden team has

experience. Andrew Baalarude
returns along with co-captains
Jon Hopkins and Chris
Reimann. Dave Cullen, Keith
Kelley, Jake Matrille and Ian
Patterson will contribute along
with junior Jon Holtz and
sophomore Mike Moreland, an
aggressive runner. “The fact
that they don't have a fiont
runner might be good,” coach
Budd Cicciarelli said. "They
could mature into a good team.”

Brother Rice — The

Warriors lost several qual
ity runners to graduation

but return Dan Murray, who
was 36th at the Divix.on 1 state

8

By MARVIN GOODWIN
0) The Oahuns Pres

Few high school leagues have
matched the success of the

Kensington Valley Conference
in boys cross country In the
last six seasons the conference

las produced five state champi
ons with Novi and Lakeland

combining for four of those
crowns.

While Lakeland may need
more help to jom the state's
elite teams, Novi, which took
second at state last season, may
still be a state contender. But
another KVC rival, Milford,
could top them all.

MiHord — With six of its

top seven runners return
ing fitim a team which

took fî  at state last season,
the Redskins are poised to rise
hi^er among the state's elite
teams.

1
OaWaM Press fite ph(*ywuu ARTMAK

Ncvi ser^TIm Mocve was third

ki the state at last yev’s Division
1 meet and wQI lead the Wildcats

into the tough Kensliigton Valley

competition

meet last season. “Beyond that
we’ve got a lot of young kids,”
Warriors coach Bob St^ said.
Still, senior Alex White has
experience and Ryan Gi^ory, a
sophomore, could also help Rice,
w&ch was Catholic League
runner-up and regional champi
on before taking 19th at state.
“We’re not going to be very good
early,” warned Stark. But the
Warriors could be ready the
final weeks of the season.

Bloomfield Hills
Cranbrook Kingswood
— The Cranes return six

of their top seven runners
which competed and placed
14th at the Division 2 state
meet. Ben Salvette should be

among the county’s top runners
— he finished ninth at state
last season — and he'll have

help fiom seniors John Davis
d Sam Hyde. Juniors Steve

Miller and Greg Goodman will
contribute and sophomore CG
McClure will beef up the
Cranes.

9

an

“We are incredibly deep,”
Milford coadi Brian Salyers
said. Nick Kopczyk is expected

to lead the cha^e with junior
F^t Miller, seniors Tyler Van
Acker and Casey Barnes and
sophomores Dan DeRusha and
Kyle Harris, each with solid
track seasons, all contributing.
Help should also come from a
strong junior varsity squad.
“The goal is this team is to
bring everybody to the top (and)
rise together,” Salyers said.

2 Novi — The defending
KVC and Oakland Coun^’
champion Wildcats lost

three-fourths of a national

champion four-mile relay squad
— ail are in Division 1 pro
grams in coU^ — but perhaps
the best of the group, Tim
Moore, returns. Moore was
third at the state meet last year
and had the state’s second
fastest time in the 3,2(X)-meter
run (9:01) in track. He’ll be sup-

Epted by Mitch Erickson, Timiva and Tbdd Foren. The

team’s success, thou^, will
depend on how close they can
run to Moore.

“They’re experienced,” coach
Robert Smith said, “and it’s
their turn and they know it.
We’re not conceding anything to
anybody.”

^ ̂Walled Lake

^ ■ IWestem - The
I ̂̂ Warriors went
through a distance rurming
iou^t during the late 1990s
but could be on their way back.
Senior Kevin Naughton, who
was seventh at the Oakland

County meet and 34th at the
Division 1 state meet last sea
son, will lead Western.

Troy — If the (^Its stay
healthy, they could be one
of the area’s top teams. “I

had so many of my top seven
injured (at sometime last sea
son),” coach Kevin Spencer said.
The Colts were 1-4 in the OAA
1 and should improve dramati-
callv. Nitk and .Sidy Gillett
lead the returnees - Nick was

25th at state last year — with
Mike Carrol], Nikfjil Kawlra,

3
■ Best of the rest: Bloomfield
Hills Lahser’s Andrew Bauer,
Mike Barton of BiiminghaTTi
Seaholm and Steve Mance of

Madison Heights Bishop Foley
should be among Oakland
Ckiuntys top nnners.



The Wildcat Roar
S!Fn:MBi:R 2001

Movi runners win Adidas Nationals
by Liz Slevcns
Staff Writer

Rarely have Novi athleies had (he chance at national recognition and in just
one weekend, Novi received nine All- American awards.

This summer. Novi’s own track athletes Mark Avenius. ‘Ol.Tim Moore. ‘02
Dan Stevens. ‘01. Chris Toloff. ’01, and Eric Walle, ‘01 traveled to Raleigh. North
Carolina for the Adidas Track Nationals. The boys ran in the four-by-mile, the
two mile, and the Distance Medley Relay (DMR).

The first night of the competition, Tim Moore took fourth place in the two mile
with a time of 9:03. The next morning, Walle, Avenius. Toloff, and Moore.
the four-by-mile event. They faced local arch rivals and defending four-bv

Ml. The team beat Rockford and finished the race in
I /.iU. the tenth fastest time ever recorded by a high school team The bovs
continued their success in the DMR. They finished in third place with a time of
IU:05 and ended up with a total of nine All-American titles.

Novi s alumni continue their running careers at the college level. Toloff is

Robert Smith. Moore is a senior captain on Novi s track and cross country teams As they
on

■t

*4

PI
ran in
-mileI  k

r.

move
. the All-American titles they earned will always be remembered.
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2001 Novi Cross Country team members head out on  a run during practice at Cass Benton Park. >
3J

Moore leads harriers to
m

victory
>

2
m
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BY STEPHEN BELL

HomeTown Newspapers home course at Cass Benton.

“That was a tough one,"
Eagles coach Randy Wilkins
said. "The meet could've gone
either way ... It Just didn't go
our way. We didn't get as much
warm-up time as we would've
liked."

Novi senior Tim Moore Is one
of the best runners In the

country. He's going to medal,
that's a given. But Lakeland
was able to pack it in behind

him with Brian Theul finishing

second. Adam Craig third,
Ryan Reis fifth and Chris
Welch seventh.

"Our first four were as good
as anybody there," Wilkins

said. "Now we're looking for
reinforcements."

The Eagles were also first
hand witnesses to the crowded
nature of the Cass Benton
course.

“There were a number of

teams using the course and it
was kind of first-come, first

serve," Wilkins said. "We got i
there and they kind of rushed \
us. On their home course. '
when it went to crunch time, ●

they were able to get us. But we
could've beat them. And 1 know .

this — we're gonna get better." !

Stephen Bell is the sports
writer Jor the Milford Times and
the South Lyon Herald. He can
be reached at (248) 685-1507 or

e-maii
sbell@homecomm.net.
by at

The Novi Wildcats continued

,  their cross country domination

■ behind the spectacular running
of Tim Moore.

The Wildcats pulled out a 26-

31 victory over Kensington
Valley Conference opponent
Lakeland Thursday as the
Eagles were first-hand witness-

' es to the ability the Wildcats

possess —especially at their
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Fall 2001

Varsily Sports

k.

Girl’s Basketball - Head coach Dennis Cichonsky has
'  led the team to a 2-2 record. They've beaten Waited

Lake Central and Farmington Harrison, and they lost to
Noflhville and Ann Ait«r Huron. Megan Colligan and
Brittany Barrett are the captains of a team that includes

.  four underclassmen. This year's team should have a good
shot at winning the KVC.

Boy's Cross-Country - Seniors Tim Moore and Milch
Erickson, and juniors Tm Kava and Alex Harsha-Strong

; are this year's captains. Coach Robert Smith's team is

3-0. winning against Iceland. Northville, and two
,  invitationals. In one invitational they took first in the 9/
10 section, and second in the 11/12 section. Theoiher

invitational was unscored, but they did well. We expect
that they will do very well the rest of their season.

Giri’s Cross-Country - Norm Norgren’s team also beat
'  Lakelandattheirfirstmeeiandbasa 1-Orecord. Seniors

Bethany Kittle, Emily Cross.aid Lindsey Broadwell leud
theteam. IheteamalsoswepttheWalledLakeWestern

, Invitational, winning the 9ih and 10th grade divisimi with
22 points and winning the 11th and 12th grade division
with 28 points. “I diink our team has a lot of potential,
and by the end of the season hopefully we can get our
pack lime down and do some good things.” Kittle said.
We predict that they will have a good chance of winning

the KVC and ̂  to states.

Equestrian - The team is led by senior captains Nicole
Doss, Lesley Cartwright and Liz Dean. They scored 34
points in their first meet. All points arc cumulative and
will be counted toward their season total. There is no

KVC spot for equestrian teams, they only have three
meets and then states. We predict that they will make
states.

fwtball - Tab Kellepourey's squad is led on the field by
senior c^iains Drew Doll, Brian Doyle. Matt Gorman
and Jacob Ray. The team has a 3-1 record, beating
Fannington. Lakeland and South Lyon and losing to
Brighton. 29 seniors, 15 juniors and I sophomore make
up this year's varsity team.. . . . ■ -a - -

Boy s Golf - This year’s team consists of 17 members
including senior captains Derek Cole, Matt Peurach, and
Pete Kobylarek. Brad Huss has coached the team to  a5-
t record so far this year, beating Lakeland, Farmington
Harrison, Farmington and South Lyon twice. The team
lost to Northville and we predict Novi will win the KVC
this year.
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Novi boys, girls
harriers victorious
By SAM EGGLESTON
Sports Reporter

The Novi Wildcats boys cross country team continued being
successful as they walked — or rather ran — away with wins.
The Wildcats dominated all of their races in the past week

except in the Shamrock Insllatlonal that was open to many
flrst-tlme varsity runners. Novi came In 14th of 17 schools in
the Shamrock but topped Brighton 24-33 and beat South
Lyon 22-39.
"Our Brighton meet was a very big meet for us." Coach

Robert Smith said. “On paper, we were actually the underdog.
It was our first real test and the guys really came through."
The Wildcats had Tim Moore finishing first against the

Bulldogs in a time of 16 minutes and 18 seconds, just four
seconds ahead of the nearest Brighton competitor.
"Our top five guys were assigned a man to race against and

try to beat," Smith said. "In every case, they succeeded. Their
focus is right on target. Getting through this meet, yet still
able to concentrate on the big picture of what is still to come."

According to Smith, cross country can drain an athlete in
more ways than one.

“Running cross country is as much mental as it is physical
and our guys are on top of their game in both departments."
he said. “They are training very smart right now. knowing
when to step it up in meets, when to practice hard and when
to take necessary rest and recovery periods."

GIRLS CROSS COUNTRY

The Novi girls cross country team recorded a win against
South Lyon before falling to the Bulldogs of Brighton and
notching a third-place finish at the Shamrock Invitational.
The Wildcats beat the Lions 15-40 as Nina Schmitt took

first In 19:24, a new school record at Cass Benton while

Bethany Kittle came in second with 20:23. Tae Kono was
third with 20:50: Laine Williams was fourth with 21:00;

Margo Wolowlec was fifth in 21:09: Pattie Ramos finished
sixth in 21:38; and Jenny Thomson was 10th in 22:18.
Schmitt notched another first against Brighton in 19:13

with Kittle finishing close behind in 20:22.
Another first-place finish was awarded to Schmitt at the

Shamrock Invitational with a time of 19:45.

Sam Eggleston is the sports reporterfor the Novi News/Lake
Area Times. He can be reached at (248) 349-1700. exf. 104 or

at seggleston@ht.homecomm.net.

Photo by JOHN HEIDER

Novi's Tim Moore leads the pack at a recent dual meet against Milford at
Cass Benton Park.
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\ovi harriers continue to look strong
/\mol Iliiprikar was 12!li (18:02).
S<'0U Bergeson linished 14th (18:04).
Justin Namm rollecled a 16Ui-place
finish (18:07), Mall Harsha-StronK
was 18th (18:14), Mark DuFresne Dn-
ish«) lOlli (18:20) and Marc Kalina
came in 20th (18:25).

"Tlte live man average of 16:50 and
a se\'en man average of 16:54 shows

that we are getting much betler.”
Sinltli said.

Finishing out the Wildcat haniers
was Derek BuWalda in 21st (18:31),
Mark Andrews in 22nd (18:34), Nick
Prekeles was 23rd (19:20). Eric

Tingwall finished 24th (19:21),
Christoplierson was 26lh (19:49),
Mike lltdier was 27th (19:52), Siiraj
l^iinadiandran look 28th (19:56),

Natlian Quay collected a 29th-place
I'misli (19:57) and Neil Cox rounded
oul the Wildcats in 32nd (21:30).
The Wildcats will have had the

chore of hosting Milford Tuesday
(after the Novi News deadline.) The
Redskins were ranked first in the

slate of Michigan lachind the ninning
of Nick Kopezk and Dan DeRusha.
"We need your support next

Tuesday," Smltli said. "Miiford is
ranketi number one in the slate of

Michigan right now."

Act:ording to Norgren, there is still
.some room Ibr improvement in the
Novi ranks.

'Olie Novi girls must work on pack
limes," He said.

Jemiy Thomson finished lOlh in
Ihc conlcsl with a lime ol 21:20 while

Emily Cn>ss rounded oul the Novi
ninners and notdied an illli-placc
finish in 21:27.

The Wildcats will nin against
Millord 'I'lipsday at Cass Benton (after
die Nooi News went to print).
'Die Milford girls will l.ae a tough foe

Ibr Die Novi Wildcats to tiefeal wltJi

stellar ninner Usa Canty leading the
way tor die Redskins, wlio are unde
feated in the Kensington Valley
Conleivnce.

WILDCATS BOYS 19. EAGLES 40

'Hie Novi Wildcats boys cross coun
try team followed the speedy lead of
Moon' as he raced to a lirst-plaee fin
ish against Hartland in 15:38 while
teammate 'I'im Kava linished diini in

16:56, Eric Josejih was fourth in
16:56, Todd Foren notched a tihh-

place lini.sh in 17:21, Mark Moore
came in-sixth with 17:22 and Mitch

Erickson rounded oul the top-10 Novi
ninners in eiglilli in 17:23.
'TTie guys ran real smart today."

coach Rolien SmiUi said. ''Hiere were

several occasions where two guys
were shoulder to shoulder near the

finish. No pullcxl muscles trying to lx:
a hern."

Spencer Omes was lllh (17:45).

Sam Eggleston is die sports reporter
for die Nooi Nems and the Lake Aiea
Times. He can be readied at {248]

349-1700. ext. 104 or al seggh-
slon&ht.homecomnuiet.
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Young runners lead
Wolves to girls title

■ Milford wins
boys title
By MARVIN GOODWIN

first, was on all those squads.

Moore, one of the top high
school runners in the nation,
set a torrid pace fi'om the st^.
Only Andrew Bauer of
Bloomfield Hills Lahser was

able to stay close for about mile
before Moore extended his lead.

Bauer finished in 16:12, nearly
200 meters behind Moore and
more than 120 meters ahead of

third-place finisher Dan
Murray ofBrotherRice (16:34).
“I didn’t have too much of a

strategy, just (to) go out and run
hard,” said Moore. “My form
held up pretty well, but I was
tired (at the end).”

Milford’s Dan DeRusha

(16:41) and Nick Kopcyzk
(16:42) were fourth and fifth
respectively with Pat Miller
(11th in 16:59), Tyler Van Acker
(21st in 17:18) and Mila
Anderson (26th in 17:24) com
pleting the team scoring. It was
Milfora’s first county title since
1990.

“This means a lot to our kids,”
coach Brian Salyers said. “This
is kind of the beginning of the
championship
ed to run weil
we wanted to win. 'The kids

were very under control and
they reafiy hung tough.”
Ciarkston lost a close dual

meet to Adams earlier in the

season. We want-

here today and

Of The Oakland Pfess

MILFORD - With a youthful
squad, Clarkston’s girls cross
coun
ence

the Oakland Coimty (!)ross
Country meet
But youth served the Wolves

well as a trio of freshmen led

Ciarkston to the girls team title
at Kensington Metropark.
Ciarkston scored 63 points,
dethroning defending champion
Rochester Adams, which fin
ished second with 102.

Birmingham Marian was third
with 144 and Milford fourth
with 148.

Meanwhile Milford’s boys,
with depth perhaps unmatched
bv any other team in the state,
placed five runners among the
top 26 finishers to capture the
meet crown. Novi was second
with 132 and Walled Lake

Western (153), Brother Rice
(177) and Lakeland (201) took
the next three places.

It was the fourth straight
year Novi has either taken first
or second and senior Tim
Moore, who blazed the five-kilo-
meter course in 15:37.9 to take

Steam lacked the expert-ather teams Saturday at

i.

k

ass
Tne Oakland PressA'AUGHN GufiGANiAN

Novi's Tim Moore added to an already great senior season with a first-

place fini^ in the boys Oakland County meet, while Lahser’s Andrew

Bauer (right) placed second in the race at Kensington Metropark

“We thoi^ht we had a chance
to win it,” said Ciarkston coach
Jamie LaBrosse, whose squad
had top-five finishes in thiw
major invitationals. “We’ve run
weil all year and we ii
haven’t gotten over m

week but the Wolves rebounded

with fireshmen Liz Mengyan
(third), Anne Oltman (ninth)
and Gillian Nordquist (11th)
leading the way. Mo Kuhta was
19th and Carla Delvecchio
(21st) rounded out the Wolves’

ust

ehump.
scoring. Today, it all came together.”

Oakland County Cross Country Meet
Girls
Year Team Champion Individual

Ciarkston
Rochester Adams
Rochester Adams
Troy Athens
Milford

 Champion
Shannon Stanley (Adams

Katie Boyles (Adams
Katie Bc^es (Adams
Katie Boyles (Adams
Katie Boyles (Adams

2001
2000
1999
1996
1997

Boys
Year
2001

Team Champion
Milford

Individual Champion
Dm Moore (Novi)
Chris Tolotf (Novi

Todd Mobley (Walled Lake Central
Ben Evans (Brotfier Rice

Nick Gow (Lakeland)

2000 Novi
1999 Ciarkston
1998 Novi
1997 Lakeland
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Moore breaks County
By SAM EGGLESTON

Redskins as wdl behind the top-
notdi running of Nina Schmitt.
“Ito set an Oakland County cross

country record todjy." boys coach
Bob &ntth said. ‘He ran a 15 (min
utes). 37 (seconds), beating the old
mark set t^t year by former Wildcat
Chris Tok)ff(15:38)."
Mitdi Erickson stepped up for the

VWldcats, running in second place in
Novfs finishing order in 17:19 with
Tim Kava flntehing in 17:30. Eric
Joseph continued to improve for the
Novi harriers, finishing in 17:40 vrfiUe
Todd Foren completed the run in
17:42.

Sports R^DOrter

The Novi Wildcats girls and boys
cross country teams continued to
Improve their esccellence and Impres
siveness as thty ran against Milford
and in the Oakland County Cross
Country meet
The Wldcats boys notched a sec

ond-place finish out of 41 teams in
the Oakland meet behind the always
stellar running of senior Tim Moore
but fell to the number one ranked
Milford Redskins 24-33,

CC recor(d
NOVI (HRLS CROSS COUNTIOr

The Novi girls ran to a fifth-place
finish in the Oakland Country meet
as Schmitt collected a 10-place finish
in 20:31 with Bethaity Kittle close
behind in 24th with 21:09.
Tae Kono collected 43rd place in

21:43 while Patde Ramos was 49th in
21:56. Laine Wiliams was 66th in
22:21, Margo Wolowiec was 70th in
22:29 and Laura Brunner finished
95th in 22:53.
The Wldcats will have resumed

action when they visit Plnckn^
Tuesday (after the Noui News went to
print).

; nie girls took a fifth-place finish in
●the Oakland meet and topped the
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Moore, Nina Schmitt
running very strong

Wildcat cross
country running
personal bests

Continued from 1
siiiy sarriflccs clurina Uie 21 hours
away from jiractuc each tlay tis Ihrv
do rluring our time loKellier."

ITiP Cals rontinued Iheir InKiilioM

of wirmiufl l]ip Gabriel Richard
Invitational for the third year in a
row.

NotI boys

The Wildcat cross country team
rontlnued to show what they are

made of as they trampled the
Pinckney Pirates 21-40 In a
Kensington Valley Conference run
Oct. 9.

The ‘Cats were once again led l)y
trl-captain Tim Moore, who ran a
15:40 to lead the way for all run
ners. The Pirates only manged to

squeeze in two runners to break
Novi's dominating front-running
pack.

'llie 'Cals scored 89 [xiiiiis lo
defeat a lield of 19 learns as Moore
led all ninners willt a 15:10 — his

I'aslesl lime of the year,
"it would have been in the I4s if

tile course wasn't so soggy from all
of Uie rain we have l>e<-n liming."

Smilh said. "He looked very si tong."
Anollier ninner wlio looked g(xxl

on llie loiirse was Kava.

Tim Kiiva cliop[)e(] a Iniiuii of
lime from his season lx>si loo."

Smilh siiid. "He ran a IGiiiO com-

fKinxi lo 17:13 al (he siinie nieel Iasi

By SAM EGGLESTON
Sports Reporter

CROSS COUNTRY
"Out of the top-10 we came In

first, third, fourth, sixth, seventh,

eighth, ninth and lOlh," Novi coaeli
RoIxmI Smilh said. "1 am pleased
wllh that."
Smilh noletl Uiree of his runners

turned in persona] best limes wilh
Amol Huprlkar breaking into the 17-
mlnute mark at 17:55 while Mike
Pilcher turned in a time of 19:48
and Isaac Lee finished his mn In
23:37.

Todd Foren ran a season personal
record in 17:18 for the‘Cats.

"He Is on his way back to lop fonii
and will be ready to step up to his
position of lialtllng for second man
wilh Tim Kava. Milch Ertcsoii and

Erie Joseph, ;ill of who are ninning
ga-at rigid now." Smith stiid.

O’crall. Smith said he lKiieve<l ids

ninners are ready for Uie n'st of Ihe
season.

Tie guys are dedicated lo the
season iuid I suspect that they will
lx- iv.-idy when it counts," Smith
said. Tla-y are making the neees-

Tlic Novi Wildcats cross counliy
teams notched nice runs as the 0rls

took first-place over Pinckney and Uie

boys collected a first-place In Uie
Gabriel Richard invltalional, as well
as a win over the Pirates.

The Novi girls took first as Nina
Schmitt conUnued her lop-fllglit nin

ning, finishing In a lime of 19 min
utes. 32 seconds as the Cals ran

away with a 19-42 Kensington Valley
Conference victory.

Tlie Novi girls were running with
out Lalne Williams or Pattle Ramos.

Ixilh l)cing out with injuries but
coach Norm Norgren said he "hopes
lo have IxiUi girls liack by Uic end of
(he season."

'llic wildcats roiinded out tlieir

miming as Bethany Kittle Onishcri in

second pUu'e in 20:23 with Margo
Wolowiec taking fourth al the 20:43
mark. Tae Koiio was fifUi in 20:54

wldle Elilily Cros.s linlshwl seveidh in
21:49. Jenny lliompson eighih in
21 ;58, Laura Bnmner ninUi in 22:09

and Angola Biichani was lOUi in
22:13.

Norgnm also said Ihe Wildcats had
go<xl runs by Mayliy Glgurich and
l.auran Kava. who flnlsheri 14tli

(22:37) and 15tli (22:41) rer-eplfrely.
nie WUdcals |5-1 In the KVCI will

have resumeri action when they \1sil

Howell Willi Norgren slill looking for

improved pack limes from his harrl-
em.

year.
Anolher mnner who had a gixxi

outing was Foren. who look his sea
son personal IzesI of 17:18 to a
16:36.

Smilh .said the reason his s<|uad
look llie win was lie<-ause llic

Wlldcais' fourtli and fiflli |ihnc nin
tiers could Ix’al cveiyoiie dsi 's
fourth and fifUi.

"Ill fact. Joseph (the Wiidc ais
liflh-place niimer) Ix-al
el.si-'s foiiilh." Sindh said. "Aiv'IIut

highlight of the day was Amol
Ihiprikar. He is a Iresiiman on oin
Icaiii. lie won llie JV nice in a iini<'

ol I7::i4. Tlial was qiiil<-a si^hl lo

Continued on 3

-sex-.
TTie Wiidcais will lic-ad over to lu'

in (he Kensingion Valley ('older-".,

cliainpionslii]) mc-cl Oi l.
Kensingion.
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Novi senior Tim Moore is no longer
overshadowed by other runners.

He is undefeated and the Division i favorite

CHAMPION
IN WAITING

By MICK McCabe
FREE PRESS SPORTS WRITER

Soccer?

Novi cross-country coach Bob Smith
first noticed Moore when the young
ster was in the seventh grade. After
Moore won his age-group race at the
Howell Melon Run in the eighth grade,
Smith approached him about running
cross-country for the Wildcats,

“He told me he was going to play
soccer in high school," Smith said. “My
heart stopped for a minute.”

Yours would, too, if you had just
learned a potential all-stater wasn’t
even going to give your sport a chance.
“He was a blue-chip kid right off the

bat,” Smith said. “The sell was the
virtues of our sport. He knew the older
kids and the success we’ve had and
how much fun our sport is.”

Fun? Cross-country? Yeah, right.
A midweek Novi practice last week

was a good example of the fun the
cross-country athletes have if they are
serious about their sport.

After a warm-up, the runners did
three sets of four 400-meter runs with
a one-minute rest between each 400.
Between the sets, the runners had a
five-minute rest. During that rest, the
runners jogged to the football bleach

ers and ran up and down the steps of
each aisle, and then jogged back just in
time for the next set of four 400s,
which, incidentally, had to be run faster
than the set before.

Sounds like big/hn, doesn't it?
“I was thinking about this workout

in school today,” Moore said after fin
ishing practice with an extended cool- -
down run. “But I forgot about the
bleachers. I almost puked the second
time on the bleachers."

But Moore easily won each of the
400s and led the way up and down the
bleachers. He said he began to work
harder after he finished third to Ritzen-
hein and Toloff at last year’s state

Please see MQQRE, Pago nn

T
im Moore has been patient,
oh, so patient.
When he first joined the

cross-country team at Novi
he had to contend with team

mates Kevin Avenius, now a junior at
Notre Dame, and Dan Christopherson,
who went on to run for two seasons at
Michigan State.

In the class just ahead of him were
Eric Walle, now a freshman at Vander
bilt, Mark Avenius, a freshman at
Michigan, and Chris 'Ibloff, a freshman
at Michigan State.

And then there was that guy at
^  Rockford, Dathan Ritzenhein, the
:  greatest distance runner in state histo

ry, who is now a freshman at Colorado.

So for three years Moore has quietly
bided his time. He has been an excep
tional runner, helping Novi to state
championships in his freshman and

sophomore years and a second-place
finish last year.
As a freshman, Moore finished 27th

at the state meet. As a sophomore and
junior, he finished third. Still, people
didn’t put Moore in the elite class with
some of his teammates and Ritzenhein.

"That didn’t really bother me,”
Moore said. “I knew my senior year
would be my year to show what I can

n

This fall, Moore is undefeated, in
cluding a 15:37 clocking at the Oakland
County Invitational this month. He fi

nally may be the one leading the pack
at the state finals Nov. 3 at Michigan
International Speedway.

Moore has come a long way since
the fifth grade, when he began running
four to five miles a day.

_ “My dad thought it would help
with my soccer,” Moore said. “He said I

wouldn’t get tired and you can play
soccer better when you’re not tired.”

do.

me
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MOORE I Novi runner at head of pack
From Page 9D race of his life.

“I was really relaxed the whole
time during the training," Moore
said. “I really wanted to qualify. I
got in the race and the first two
miles I was waiting for my time to
pull away from the pack. With 600
yards left I took off."

Moore ran a terrific 15:08 and
was second behind Ritzenhein.

Moore’s eighth place at Orlando
— Ritzenhein was first again —
earned him All-America honors.

“I was just relieved to be
there,” Moore said. “I continued
to prepare hard, but I knew what
ever I did would be good. I knew it
would fall into place.”

Almost a year later, Moore re
mains motivated. He enjoys the
strenuous work in the classroom
and out.

“I'm really happy with the
phase of training I’m entering,”
Moore said. “Before, we did a lot
of miles and strength work. Now
we still have the miles, but we're
doing track work, too. It’s quite a
confidence builder I can take with
me into the race.”

And when Moore finally arrives
Nov. 3 at MIS, he will be there
without the other great Novi run
ners and without Ritzenhein.

“I trained all summer,” Moore
said. “I knew there would be a

time and it would be just me train
ing and hopefully winning a lot of
my races."

Make that all of his races.

meet. He finished second again to
Ritzenhein in the Foot Locker re

gional at Kenosha, Wis., qualifying
for the nationals in Orlando,
where he finished eighth.
The track season also fell into

place. Moore placed third in the
1.600 meters and second in the
3,200 at the .state meet. He accom
panied Novi to the national cham
pionships in Raleigh, N.C., where
he finisliod fourth in the two-mile,
third in the distance medley anti
ran the anchor leg of the 4-by-mile
relay tiiat set a meet record.

Moore thus became inspired to
work even harder last summer,
when weeks of 80 to 90 miles
became routine.

“I increased my mileage a ini
from what 1 did in previous
years,” Moore said. "There was a
little more focused running, not so
much lazy running. Once a week
I’d do some pace work on the
track or some tempo nms.”

The time spent running on the
track instead of trail.s turned
Moore into an elite runner.
“He always had tremendous

endurance,'' ymith said. “T1k> last
componeni was leg speed. In his
sophomore year his 800 time
went from 2:07 to 1:57, and he did

that in one .season. HLs ability to
run on oxygen debt is special.”
Many things about Moore? are

special. Me is a perfect 4.0 student
who is considering Stanford, No-

- ‘f

KATHLEEN WAYT/S(»d8ito the Fiee Press

Novi’s Tim Moore takes a minute to stretch and to chat with
teammate Scott Bei-geson, who is icing a sore ankle. They’ve beaten
hills together, but the hills can beat back.

tre Dame, Wake Forest, Michigan
and Duke. This quarter he is tak
ing advanced placement courses
in biology, calculus and U.S. histo
ry' and a psychology class.

And be has learned a lot about

training in the past year. As
Mooi-e finished behind Ritzenhein

in cross-country and in the 3,200
meters, Moore grew to admire his
adversai7 and learned from him.

“He’s a great kid and it was
cool to see him accomplish so
much,” Moore .said. "I didn’t learn
racing tactics from him, but I

knew to achieve complete success
I had to work very hard. It had to
be complete de.dication to the
sport.

“I always ran in the off-season,
but I wasn’t fully dedicated in all
aspects like diet and rest.”

Moore began putting it all to
gether when he trained for the
Kenosha race. He knew he had to

finish in the top eight to make the
national finals, and he began run
ning workouts at a faster speed.
By the lime he reached Kenosha
lie knew he was ready to run the
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Novi sonior Tim Mooro, who is undefeated this season, trains on the wooded trails at
Maybury State Park. But he says the key to his improvement lies in the track workouts
the Wildcats do. "He always had tremendous endurance," coach Bob Smith says. “The
last component was leg speed.* At left, Moore relaxes with his teammates after a run.



Wildcats cross country
runs KVC
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Vovi boys take third
By Jason Schmitt
SPECIAL WRITER

past." Moore said following the
race. "And it's good to continue
the tradition we've had here at
Novi in what is the best confer
ence in the state."

Moore's time of 15:46 was nine
seconds slower than his Oakland

County lime but was still 23 sec
onds faster than second-place
Matt French of Howell.

Milford's Nick Kopczyk and
Dan DeRusha were third and

fourth. Kevin Glenapp of
Brighton, Adam Craig of
Lakeland. Scott Assenmacher of
Harlland and Matt Tldnian of

Pinckney rounded out the KVC's
first team.
Lakeland's Brian Theut was

the first member of a second-

team KVC squad that also
included Wildcat Todd Foren.
The senior finished 16th in a
time of 17:16.

Novi had a pack of five runners
finish from 21st to 29th. Mitch
Erickson was 21sl in a time of

17:30. Eric Joseph (17:46). Tim
Kava 118:01) and Mark Moore

(18:02) finished 23-25. Spencer
Ornes was 29th in 18:17.

Despite finishing third in the

As runners began to pour
across the finish line at Monday's
Kensington Valley Conference
league meet, somethingjust was
n't right.
There were far more maroon

jerseys crossing the line than
green ones. That's not how
things have went at the league
meet the past handful of years.
But that's the truth of it.

Milford had two of the top four
finishers and had another three
some finish all conference as the

Redskins ended Novi's three-year
run as KVC champions. Milford
scored 49 points, easily defeating
both Lakeland (2nd with 83) and
Novi (85).

But Tim Moore kept another
string intaci.
The senior dominated the field,

finishing first overall and giving
the Wildcats its fourth individual

title in the past five years. He,
Chris Toloff (2000) and Kevin
Avenius (1997-98) have dominat
ed the conference scene in recent

years.

"It feels great, knowing all of
the guys who have won it In the Continued on 2
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Tim Moore continues stellar running
Conllmied from 1 place overall. Looking at that, we

knew we had another objective in
mind — the regional."
As for Moore continuing in the

footsteps of other great Novi
league champions. Smith said he
"knew (Moore's) time was coming.
It’s good for Tim. It's another
feather in his cap."

Howell finished fourth at the

league meet (120 points), followed
by Brighton (128). South Lyon
{K3G). I’lnekney (142) and

Harlland (160). The final league
standings were pretty much the
same as the league meet, except
that South Lyon was fourth.
Brighton fifth and Howell sixth
overall.

The Wildcats compete at the
Holly regional In Davisburg
Saturday. All of the teams at the

KVC meet will be competing along
with seven other teams for a
chance to advance to the state

finals. Only Ihe top three learns

will move on.
"We knew what we wanted to do

today." Smith said. Too many
teams burn themselves out at

their conference meets. They can't
see the trees from the forest. We

have bigger fish to fry."

race. Novi finished runnerup to
Milford in the final league stand
ings. Lakeland finished fifth in

the dual portion of the league
standings.
"Wc knew that this was

Milford's home course and that

they really had something to
prove today," Novi coach Bob
Sniilh said. "Our guys understood
lliai we were locked into .second

Jason Schmitt is a special writer
for the Novi /Vetos/Lalce Area
Times. Comments can be directed

to the sports department at (249)
349-J700. ext. 104.
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Milford boys win KVC cross country title
f.be on a teem that’s come

together so
*nus is our first kagoethie

smce 1990 for the bo^* said
Sah'Hrs, who noted that MUfird
baa five top-five finishes in the
state during the span.‘This
league title definite^ holdB
some value.”
Moore, who has rarefy been

chaDeng^ this season, added
his name to a number former
meet champions, mcluding
Milford’s Greenless ̂
Novfs Chris Iblofr and Kevin
Avenius, all current Division I
runners in college.
*1 knew if I ran like I can, I

wouldn't have aiQ' problems,”
he said.
Most of the same teams com

pete at Saturda/s Divisicin 1
regional at Hdly. The boys state
diampion has come from the
I^C conference in five of the
last six years.

On the boys aide, MQfbrd had
five runners amo^ the 15
finishers as fAA £ii«myk
(third), Dan DeRosha (fourth),
Casey Barnes (13th), Chad
Murray (14th) and I^der Van
Acker (15th) compri^ the
team scorers.
bGlfmd has been fovored in

tall its meets this season.Redskins just stuck to a
nea
but

meet loss, meaning the confer
eoce meet winner would laml
^K^oowtl

Milford had three runners
finiah ahead of Britton's first
runner — lisa Canfy (second),
Colleen Johneon (fin^) and
Kristin Granroth (fifth) led the
RedskinB— but the Bulldop
had six runners from places
ei^t throu^ 16 as their depth
prevailed.
Tou come into this situation

^ want it all,* Milford
h Brian Safyers said, ‘Ybut)

and
coac

By MARVIN GOODWIN
0( The OeHand Press

MILFORD — WQlfbrd entered
Monday’s Kensington Valley
Conference cross country meet
seeking a dean sweep as both
boys and girls squads had title
aspirations at Kensington
Metiopaik.
And althou^ the boys took

tltt conference title wi& 49
points, only a few points sepa-

_  rated the giris fitim duplicating
the same
Brighton won with 47 points,

Milford was second with 49 and I couldn’t be prouder with the
   waytheyrac^Weraveeveiy'

On the side, Lakeland, led th^ we had today,
by Adam Ci^s stiih-place and Novi’s Nina Sdunitt led fiom

Novi was third with 81.

Brian Theuf s nintb-pl^ finish, start to finish in capturing the
was a surprising sec^ with 83, girls individual title in 19:43 for
edging out Novi, vdiich bad 85. the five-kilometer course.
Tim Mocne of Novi wtm the meet *Mentalfy, it’s hard,” Sdunitt

said of leading the way, *hut I
thinV you have to run your own
race and youTl be fine.*

title in 15 minutes, 46 seconds
Fbr the girls, Britton, Novi

and btilfora each n^ one dual

fomiliar game plan as it livee
up to its kdfy rating in high
fldiod djstttTO running
*I guess we were thinking

make sure we stick together as
a team and make sure we get
five in before evenhody else
gets five in,” said Kc^czjk, who
clod»d 16:31. The senior finds
himself on the peihcqx
strongest squad (Brunners in
his four ye^ at MQfbrd.
T love it,” be said. Tbr me it’s

been four years of hard wtsk.
evoybody gets a chance to

the

Not
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Novi’s Moore
smiling all the
way to state
By MARVIN GOODWIN
01 The Oakland Press

The championship cross country season
has already begun for Novi’s Moore —
and he’s lovii^ every minute of it.
Moore has already won the Kensii^ton

Valley Conference and regional titles in the
last week and as he looks to Saturda/s state
cross country meet at Michigan Intemationd
Speedway, he ercpects the same results.
“For me it’s a lot of fim," said Moore. “I love

the big meets. It’s my favorite time of the
year.”
But the big-time

meets won’t stop at Running for a

Moore will also State title

begin his quest to ■ What; MHSAA Cross
get to the Foot Championships
T/vVpr rw« ■ Michigan
i^er uro^ Internatonal Speedway,
Coun^ mtional Brooklyn this season since that group had graduated,
meet m prlando, wmeK Satord^ “ifg definitely tougher doing the workouts
mwlnchwiUbe on my own," he said “but I redly don’t mind

S yeS'S^d ^ 11am.; ^ to be a different year
^.iL ■ 4^ Girls Div 3 11 -30 a m ■ than m the past, but I was prepared for that

S^Dkt.TMpm:" mentdlyanSphysically.”
Duttottheres Boys Dv.i 2 p.m.; Girls Smith said Moore has handled running on

the state meet, Div. 1,2:30 p.m,; Girls Div. his own admirably,
where M^re has 2, 3 p.m. “He has a really good ability to run at the
^n third past ■'Wmfion; $5 (includes speed that  I want him to run?' Smith sdd.
^0 se™. He s  | “(In doing intervds), if I say do  a 400 in 63
lost^yto seconds, he can hit it every time. Ifl say 68,
Records Dathmi atzenhem, a two-time he runs 68. He has an intemd clock that is
nationd high school champion now at really good.”

teammate Chris 'Ibloff, one Moore sdd the quality of his training has
?f, n runners; and former increased. He averaged from 50-60 miles of
Walled Lake Centrd standout Todd Mobley, training last year and he’s averaged finm 75-
now a solid contributor at Notre Dame, dur- 80 miles this year,
teg that span. As the state meet approaches, and expecta-

Now Moorehas the stage to himself as per- tions rise, Moore is feeling no pressure,
h^s the state’s top high school cross country “I know a lot of people expect me to win,
atmete. _ but I don’t feel any pressure from that,” he

Moore is easy to spot on the course. He’s said. ‘1 put pressure on myself because I
dways in front as his long, flowing locks are want to win.
whipped back in the wind while he runs. His “I definitely want to finish out the season
form appears rather awkward, perhaps labor- not losing, ftut) no one knows what’s going to
mg, but no one has caught him this season. happen.”

He has mowed dow all challengers, win- And then there’s the matter of the Foot
ning by sizable margins in a manner which Locker nationds, another important meet on

him gradually pull ahead of his competi- his agenda. All the runners who finished
tion and extend the lead throughout the race, ahead of Moore have graduated. But that

But if there’s someone close by, Moore wel- doesn’t mean Moore have an easy time.
“There’s a whole lot ofguys (who could

He s not afi^d to race and (he) wants to win),” Smith sdd. "The difference between
race, Novi coach Robert Smith sdd. “He’s got Tim and a lot of the other runners is veiy,

very smdl, He beat some of those guys by a
second or two. (But) Tim is considered one of
favorites.”

The Kensington Valley Conference has won
five of the last six boys state cross coiontiy
titles and shodd contend again this year
with Milford posing the biKiest threat. The

TTie Oaklard PisssATHARLIE CORTEZ

Tim Moore has finished third in the state for the
past two seasons, but the Novi runner hasn’t
lost a race fills season

a biig reputation ri^t now. He relishes that
(and) he relishes competition. He vrants to
train so hard it’s my job to back him off. I
have to keep him in check.”

Since he was a freshman, Moore has had
the benefit of having severd hi^-quality
teammates as training partners. He trained



Novi harriers

running states
Tim Moore may be tops
By Sam Eggleston
SPORTS WRiTER
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1And they are off to the races —
the state finals race to be more

precise.

The Novi Wildcats boys cross
country team will be making the
trek to the Michigan
International Speedway in
Brooklyn Saturday, Nov. 3, as
will top girls runner Nina
Schmitt.
The 2001 season marks the

fourth year in a row the Wildcats

have earned the right to compete
in the Michigan State Finals
Cross Country meet.
Coached by Robert Smith, the

Wildcats will have the advantage
of experience, wisdom and — of
course — speed on their side.
The Novi harriers, as well as

many other runners, will follow
the lead of senior stellar runner

Tim Moore as they take to the
course.

No doubt you can expect a
tough run from this season’s
Wildcats, they have been running
their hearts out all season long
and there Is nothing that is going
to stop them from running to
their fullest potential Saturday.
The ‘Cats have a slew of talent

at their disposal including Todd
Foren, Mitch Erickson, Eric

Joseph, Mark Moore, Tim Kava

and Spencer Ornes. The single
girls runner, Schmitt, will no
doubt give everyone a tough run
to compete with.
The dedication these runners

have to their sport is unrivaled by
much of the sporting world.
They are out in the cold rain,

the harsh winds and. if need be.

they will be out in the depth of
snow to run the sport they love so
much.

Expect the Wildcats to put on
quite a show for their fans, their
,'riends and the Novi faithful in

their quest to bring home the
state championship.
There is no doubt that a few

teams — like Milford — are going
to give the Wildcats a run for
their money but with the heart
and the dedication this team

GAME
OF THE

WEEK

Novi
Wildcats

Cross Country
State Finals
Saturday, 1:30 p.m. at MIS

brings to the course, expect the
race to be closer than many
might think.
Smith has this team prepared

for this race - there is no doubt in

my mind and there shouldn’t be
any doubt in anyone else’s either.
He is a determined coach who

strives to see his runner succeed

in every aspect of cross country
— something they have not let
him down in yet.
The race Is on a Saturday so

those looking to cheer the
Wildcats on in their chance to

bring home the state title should
make their way to Brooklyn to
cheer these harriers on.

If heart and dedication have

anything to do with wlio comes
home the victors, the Novi

Wildcats arc practically a shoo-
in.

1 expect the Wildcats will not
let their faithful down and am

making my guess a Novi slate
title while Schmitt will no doubt

make some noise ropresenilng
the Novi green and white.
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■f Crosscountry:
State Finals Preview Cross country

state finals

Novi,
Moore
ready

What; The Michigan High
School Athletic Association
championships. There are four
divisions with 3.l*miie races in
each for boys and girls.
When / where: Satunday /
Michigan International Speed
way. BtooWya From Detroit,
tate 1-94 west to US-23 south to
US-12 west right to the track.
Who: Approximately 1,900
attiletes and coaches will par
ticipate, making it the largest
one-day high-school event in
the state.
Schedule: 10 a.m.— Boys Divi
sion 4.10:30 a.m.— Boys Divi
sion 3. E a.m.— Girls Division
4,11:30 a.m.— Giris Division 3.
12:15 p.m.— Division 4 and 3
awards presentation. 1:30
p.m.~ toys Division L 2 p.m.—
toys Oivnsion 2.2:30 p.m.—
Girls Division L 3 p.m.—Girls
Division 2.3:45 p.m.— Division
1 and 2 awards presentation.
Admission/Parking: $5 per
person, which inciudes parking.
Entrance opens at 7:30 am.
Infonnation: On-line at .
mhsaa.com.

By Bev Eckman
The Detroif News

NOVI — A lot of people are
expecting Novi senior Tim Moore to
win the Division 1 individual title
Saturday at Michigan International
Speedway.

After all, he was third as a sopho
more in '99. 1 Ic was third last year as
a junior in a personal record 15:06,
and those who beat him both years
have graduated. He won the Oakland
County meet in 15:37.

“1 don't feel the pressure from
anyone but myself,” Moore said. "1
feel like I’ve put in a lot of hard
work, and now we’re backing off to
be ready for the state finals."

That’s part of Coach Bob Smith's
strategs-: Don’t leave the race on the
training trails. The team has backed
ofi' from 70-80 miles a week during
the season to 50-60 miles a week
now.

Bev Eckman

It worked in 1998 and '99. vs-hen
Novi won the title, and last year,
when the Wildcats beat everybody
except Rockford.

RiKkford has "a reaUy good coach
and a really good program,” Smith
said. What it doesn't have this time is
Dathan Ritzenhein. the fastest high
school distance runner in Michigan
history, who is at Colorado after
leading Rockford last year.

A lot of people aren’t expecting
Novi 10 win the team title, de.spite
Rockford’s graduates.

Novi's only regular-season loss
was to Milford. Coach Brian Salyers’
Milford team is ranked No. 1 in Divi
sion 1, followed by Portage Northern,
Grand Ledge, Detroit Catholic Cen
tral and Novi.
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CROSS COUNTY

State champs: Novi’s
Moore. Groves’WalterJ

second with less than 200

meters left and pushing toward

looming I^ll(^s Nicole
I’s lead, thou^, was too

first
Bush

Walter clocked 18:40 for the

five-kilometer course, winning
by 36 seconds as she found her
self all alone and delisted at
tiie finish line.
“I was like, ‘I can’t believe

this, this really happened,’” said
Walter. “Last year I was fifth
and three of the four girls
(ahead of me) had graduated so
it (winning) was on my mind all
season long."
Walter followed Groves coach

George Browne’s plan almost to
perf^on. “We had decided we
were going to out in a 5:30 to
6-minute mile, he said. “We fig
ured if she could go out in 11:30
for two miles, we’d leave every
body behind.”
Marian’s Jennifer Waters

(sixth) and Colleen Duff (13th)

led the Mustangs to their ̂ h-
est finish ever at the Division 2

state meet, a mere point behind
Stevensville Lakesnore, who
scored 205 points for second.
Middleville Thomapple Kellogg
won with 156 points.
“Last year we were 18th (so)

we’re certainly very proud,” said
Duff, who watched Waters pick
up seven places in the last mile.
“About halfway through the

race, I wasn’t sure how I was
going to do,” Waters said, “(but)
when I got on the track (last
straightaway), I just felt really
good.”
In Division 1, Nikki Bohnsack

of Rockford outdueled Stanley,
winning in 17:40. Fbr the sec
ond straight year, Stanley was
second in 18:08, but relieved
the season was over.

“Tve got two Charlie Horses
in both of my calves, so Fm kind
of wobbly," said Stanley, whose
teammate Andrea Moreland
)laced 18th. “I tried to stay with
ler (Bohnsack) the best I could.
I think I gave her a little bit too
much distance. Next year we’ll
see what I can do.”

Young was in fourth place at
the two-mile mark, but b^an
reeling in runners, moving into

■ Milford boys take
second in Division
1; Marian girls
place third in
Division 2
By MARVlhkGOODWIN
OfTheOai<larcl«ess

BR(X)KLYN — Tim Moore of
Novi and Rebecca Walter of

Birmingham Groves ran carbon
copy races Saturday at the

state cross coun^ champi
onships at Michigan
International Speedway as each
produced winning efibrts.
Walter led from start to finish

to win the girls Division 2 title
as she join&i the front-running
Moore who won the boys
Division 1 crown.

Meanwhile, Milford’s boys fin
ished second in Division 1 and

the girls fiom Birmingham
Marian placed third in Division
2 to highli^t a strong effort
fiom Oakland County schools.
They included runner-up finish
es by Adams’ Shannon Stanl

in Division 1, Megan Youi^ of
Detroit Country Day in Division
3 and Andrew Bauer of
Bloomfield Hills Lahser in
Division 2.

Catholic Central won the boys
Division 1 title with 186 points,
Milford had 205 and Traverse

City West had 221 for third.
Lakeland was fifth with 250,
Novi lOth with 329,
Birmingham Brother Rice 12th
with 335 and Lake Orion 13th
with 337.
Rockford won its fourth

strai^t girls Division 1 crown
with 76 points, Sterling Heights

- Stevenson was second with 121,
Ann Arbor Pioneer had 136 for
third and Rochester Adams was
fourth with 218. Clarkston,
sixth with 251, and Milford,
seventh with !%1 were also top
10 finishers.

ey

much to overcome.
“I went out too slow,” lament

ed Young, “but besides that, it
was a race.”
Lahser’s Andrew Bauer came

in at 15:41 as the Knights were
a surprising fourth with 223
points. Big Rapids won with 81.
“I was ̂ ut fifth at the 800

and then I put in a surge and
got into second,” said Bauer. “I
started to feel the bum (but) I

just tried to hold it as long as I
could."
Tim Ross of Caledonia won in

15:03, the fastest time of the
day, as he won his second
straight Division 2 title.
For Moore, it was business as

usual. He hasn’t been chal

lenged the entire season as he
won in 15:11, nearly 25 seconds
ahead of his Woodhaven’s Jake

Hammerle. “I knew if 1 ran my
race, wouldn’t have any prob
lems," he said. “I was just trying
to win today."
Troy’s Nick Gillett (seventh).

Brother Rice’s Dan Murray
(eighth), Milford’s Nick Kopezyk
(16th), Walled Lake Western’s
Kevin Naughton (19th),
Lakeland’s Adam Craig (20th)
and Lake Orion’s Michael Colt

(22nd) also had top efforts in
Division 1.
In Division 3, Steve Mance of

Madison He
was 23rd in

Milford’s Lisa Canty (eighth)
and Kristin Granroth (lOfli),
Novi’s Nina Schmitt (ninth),
Clarkston’s Liz Mengyan (11th)
and Anne Pitman (24th), and
Take Orion’s Ashley Patton
(12th) were also among the
leaders.
In Divison 4, Justin Joyner of

Oakland Chri^an was 28th in

the boys race and Emma
Czamecki fitim Royal Oak
Shrine was 22nd in the girls
race.

ights Bishop Foley
me boys race.



Sunday, November 4.2001 The Detroit News 50

High Schools

+ Cross Country: Boys State Meet

Novi’s Moore, C.C. win
Andrew Bauer finished second in

1541.10, behind the fastest time of the

day — a 15:03.60 victory by Tim Ross
of Caledonia.

Lahser was fourth in the team race

with 223, behind defending champion

and winner Big Rapids, 81; Fremont,

130; and Flint Powers Catholic, 168. St.
Clair was fifth with 239.

“I started fourth and after 800

meters I was second, and 1 stayed

there," Bauer said. “I’m very happy. 1

wanted to improve from fifth (last

year) and second is a major improve
ment."

By Bev Eckman
The Detroit News

But his team faltered and finished

10th, after two championships and a
second.BROOKLYN, Mich. Novi

senior Tim Moore seemed to be all

alone as he came into Michigan Inter

national Speedway Saturday for the

finish o^he Division i boys state cross
country final.

Not another runner was in sight

with three-quarters of a mile to the
finish line.

“I don’t know what happened,”

Moore said. “Maybe there was a little

too much pressure on us for our rep
utation as Novi.

“I couldn’t have asked for much

more from my teammates, they ran as

hard as they could."
Catholic Central won its first

team title since 1989 despite the loss

of its No. I runner, senior Ryan

Lowry, out since the regional
because of a broken foot.

“The tough part was keeping

focused on the team concept, but we

had nothing to lose and everything to

gain, we had to go from there,” C.C.

Coach Tony Magni said.

“Having Lowry would have

helped," senior John Krawiec said.

He was the top finisher for the Sham

rocks, fifth overall in 15:47.50.

More than 1,900 rurmers and their

coaches were at MIS for the Michigan

High School Athletic-Association’s

biggest one-day event.

Moore finished more than 20 sec

onds ahead .of the next runner,

senior Jake Hammerle of Wood-
haven.

Moore had a time of 15 minutes,

11.30 seconds, Hammerle 15:35.60.
Macomb L’Anse Creuse North

senior Justin Zanotti was third in

15:41.50.
Detroit Catholic Central won the

boys team title with 186, edging High

land Milford, which had 205.

“I couldn’t hear any runners behind
me, and I tried not to look back,”
Moore said.

“I’m happy to win, it’s been my

goal since I was a freshman.”

He was thwarted last year by
Dathan Ritzenhein in a track-record

14:10 and teammate Chris Tolloff.

Division 3

Hemlock won the team title, led by

junior Steven Czymbor, who was
third overall in 16:03.20, Stockbridge

senior Brandon Grybas won in

15:57,40.

Division 4

Lawton won the team title with 143

points to 213 for Bear Lake. New Buf
falo senior Mike Putzke was first in

15:48.70.

Division 2
Bloomfield Hills Lahser senior

You can reach Bev Eckman at (5/5)

222-2592 or beckman@detnews.com.
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Milford has highest
Division 1 finish ever
By MARVIN GOODWIN
OlTDe OakiarxJ Press spective,” Salyers said. “We’re

fortunate to do what we like to
do. You appreciate life. We had a
good season (and) we’ve had
some good times."

■ Lakeland’s Adam Craig
(20th), Brian Theut (28th) and
Chris Welch (30th) led the

E^les to a fifth place finish
with 250 points, affirming coach
Randy Wilkins' guarantee of a
top 10 finish if they qualified
for state.

■ Novi’s 10th place finish gave
the Wildcats four straight years
of top 10 finishes. Along with
Milford and Lakeland, the KVC
landed three teams among the
top 10 at state.
■ Among the girls, Clarkston’s
Liz Mengyan (11th) and Anne
Oltman (24th) were the highest
finishing freshmen in the
Division 1 meet. Clarkston fin

ished sixth with 261 points.
“1 didn’t know what to

expect," Clarkston coach Jamie
Lacrosse said, “being I only had
one girl with (varsity) cross
country experience. I just want
ed them to give an honest effort
... and have some fun. We fc-

ished on a good note, something
to build off next year.”

■ Lake Orion’s Ashley Patten’s
12th place finish in tK
1 meet was impressive consid
ering this was her first season
of cross country.

e Division

The big prize Milford’s boys
cross country team sought
Saturday eluded them.

Milford had won regional,

Kensin^n VaUey Coifference
Oakland County meet tiffes

and was a solid contender for

the Division 1 title at Michigan
International Speedway.
But Milford didn’t have its

best day at the worst time. (!)ne
of their top runners, Dan
DeRusha, finished some five
minutes slower than usual.
“Tie faded,” coach Brian

Salyers said, “but he fir-shed.
He entered the stadium in

about 30th place and he just
locked up. I’m not sure what
happened. (But) we don’t make
excuses. What we attained
what we deserve.

“This is our highest Division
1 finish ever and we’ve got to
savor that and appreciate the
type of season we’ve had."
The mood before the meet

was different for Milford since
Ross Arnold, a teacher and for
mer track coach close to the
school’s running program, suf
fered a possible heart attack
Friday in class, according to
^yers, and was still hospital
ized as ofSundaj’ morning.
“We kind of put that in per-

and

was

Boys cross country
DMtlen 1 iixe mMt

tSativtfir f< Uicfti^ir MenutienBl Spaetfwii
TEAKS - t. Camolc C«rM IW: 2 UlfM 2M. 3

TrrwM City Weil 231.4. Gttne 249:5. UUUnd
2SCI. e. Psruge Nofmtfn 257: 7. GnM Blanc 2St t
Tainperance Sadton] 271: t.Tmenc City CenM 284: io.
NoviJIO.

INDIVIDUALS - I Tim Uom (Nrni) 2. Jake
Hammarta (Wegdhaven) 1S:28.2 Jutici ZaMG (L'Aok
Cruasa Nonh) 18:41. 4. Hail Frencn (Homll) 1842. 5
JoOn Kraurlac (Cathatic Cannil 18:47. 8. Juabn Haidufc
(PtymouA Salami 15.49.7. NM Glllatl (tiwl' SiK. 8 Cm
Hurray (Blrmlngliam Brolhei Rica) 15.53. 9. Lanca
Vandarbarg (Huskagor Uona Sr>ora$| 15'84. 10 Davk]
Lucaa (Calbolic Cantral) 1$ 86. ll.Ctins Catiwi (GraM
Blanc) 18 57. 12 Coray NcmiBka (Honroa) 18 57. 13
Jaaon Sboanar (QriM Blanc) 18:88.’4 Troy Tarry (Ulica
Eiaanhowari 15.58 15. Dana irrar lOkamoaj 15 59 18
NO Kopayk (Hdicirdi 18:89. <7. AiUraa TTicnein (Grand
ladse) 16:110. II. Xam G'a.Ufo (Bri^non) 18'01. 19
Kann NaughUn (WWad Lata Waatam) 18 02.20. Adam
Cmg(LUaiind) 18.03.
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Novi runner's pace changes race
u Saline sophomore Dustin
Voss says early charge cost
him at end of Division 1
race at MIS.

STATE MEET NOTES

rbBr newsTH
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SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2001BROOKLYN - No one runs in a
vacuum.

Setting a pace is fine, but when
the leader skews the grade curve,
the plan can go to pieces.

Novi’s Tim Moore opened with a
huge lead at Saturday’s Division 1
Lower Peninsula Championships.
Moore led by 20 seconds after a
mile, dragging along anyone who
wanted a piece of him at the risk of
burning out.
Dustin Voss said that's what hap

pened to him.
“The adrenaline. Wanting to do

good. Guess I just wasn’t mentally
prepared," Saline's sophomore
front-runner said.

Moore fmished in 15 minutes, 11
seconds, 24 seconds ahead of
Woodhaven’s Jake Hammerle.
Howell’s Matt French (15:42)
fourth and Plymouth Salem’s
Justin Hajduk (15:49) was sixth.
Voss said his downfall began at a

downhill with 1,200 meters left.
Several runners kicked past him,
and Voss finished 21st, in 16:04, in a
pack that included Brighton’s
Kevin Gienapp (18th) and Pioneer’s
Jim Naughton (23rd).
“Once we got inside the (auto

racing) track, I just died," Voss
said. “Stupid race on my part."
Voss ran the best lime by a fresh

man in last year’s race and is the
area’s best male prospect. He had
gone out with a top-lO finish in
mind after winning last weekend’s
regional.

was
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MICK McCABE

But thure is a deeper solf-satisfac-
lioii iToss-countiy runners enjoy
that cannot be raalch'-d in i'outbull
and basketball.

The ultimate satisfaction is what

Moore sought last weekend when he
sprinted away from the pack. It
wasn't a particularly smart move,
but it wasn’t planned, either. You
would have had to have been in

Moore’s shoes the past three years to
understand why he instinctively took
off so quickly.

Three years ago, as a fre.sliman,
Moore finished a remarkable 27th at

the state meet, 'fhe past two years,
Moore was third, behind winner Da-
than Rit7.enhein, Rockford’s All-
America. Now that Ritzenhein has

graduated, this was supposed to be
Moore’s year.

“I was really anxious," Moore
said, "1 was eager to go out and grab
my title. 1 paid the price."

Moore meant he paid the price
during llio race, .strui^ling a bit at
times. But more importantly, he paid
the price on all of those lonely runs
last winter and over Uie summer. It

People assumed that since he was
the nation’s eighth-best runner as a
junior, he should be Michigan’s best
as a senior.

“Yeah, there was a lot of pres
sure,” he said. "But I put a lot of
pressure on myself. I wanted to get it
done.”

Moore did get it done, finishing in
15:11, almost 25 seconds ahead of his

closest competitor.
It was a wonderful moment for

Moore, and one he savored with his
teammates after the race. He

splurged and ate pizza and had a
glass of pop. Both have been no-nos
for Moore this season.

“The pop didn’t taste so good," he
said, “so I drank water. It’s healthy
to kick back for a couple of days."

Actually, Moore kicked back for
all of one day. He was back running
distance on Monday and Tuesday,
and then he was on the track for

some speed work. The Foot Locker
regional is later this month and the

national championship is next
month.

Novi’s Moore takes
his time to savor
state championship

When the starter's

pistol sounded at the
Division 1 boys cross
country race at Mich
igan International
Speedway, Novi’s
Tim Moore must

have thought he was
competing in the 400-meter dash,
not a 3.1-mile race.

Moore came barreling out of his
chute and sprinted to the front of the
238 runners.

“I started off way too fast,” Moore
said. “After 200 yards I was in the
lead. I usually don’t do that. I was too
aggressive. It was something my
body wasn't used to."

The strategy could have been di
sastrous for Moore. In fact, less than

a third of the way through the race,
Moore realized he had made a mis

take by beginning so quickly.
“I wasn’t feeling too good," he

said. “After about a half-mile my legs
were feeling really dead. I was wor
ried. I thought I could hold off my
competition, but I knew it wasn't
going to be fun.”

Cross-counti7 isn’t about
fun. It is more about torture. My
favorite T-shirt at the finals read:

“Your punishment is our sport."
That pretty much defines cross

country in a nutshell. Athletes
running countless miles without the
fanfare their counterparts in football
and basketball receive.

“There’s no pressure at Foot
Locker,” he said. “I run those for fun.
But I didn’t want to lose the state

championship in Michigan.”
That may be why Moore wasn't

coming down the straightaway with
his eyes fixed on the finish line.

“I was looking around, trying to
enjoy it,” he said. “I was lool^g

'*■ forward to this moment since my
freshman year. I wanted to look
around and take it all in.”

wa,9 just Moore and the road and
those hills he ran to prepare himself
for the championship.

The irony of this season is that
Moore was treated like a defending
cliamp even though ho had never
won a state title or a .single big race.
People just assumed Moore would
win the Division 1 title, and Moore
had to live with that throughout the
fall.

After all, after finishing third last
year, Moore was a surprising second
at the Foot Locker regional in
Wisconsin and then finished an im
pressive eighth at the national finals
in Orlando, earning All-America
honors.

Contact MICK McCABE atSlS-223-4744
or mccabe@freepre$s.com.
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Novi’s Tim Moore wins

Regional, State meets
moment," he said. It was great."

Novi coach Bob Smith, who has

two team state championships to his
credit, felt relieved for Moore.

"WeVe had a few seconds, a few
thirds, but this was our first state

champion." he sighed. "What a pleas
ure, what a relief to get that milestone
out of the way.”
Smith said Moore deserved the

spotlight after working so hard to
accomplish this "grand" feat,

lor captured the finale ® player," the
2001 Division 1 wIilU? IlllaiS coach said. "He’s not feeling the Joy
state cross coun-   that he should right now. He's feeling
try individual the pain of his team finishing a little
championship, crushing the field of lower than it would have liked. He

238 runners In a time of 15 minutes, should be enjoying this."

11.3 seconds. After a runnerup finish a year ago
Runnerup Jake Hammerle of and state titles In 1998-99, the 10th-

Woodhaven was second In 15:35.
Justin Zanottl of L'Anse Creuse North
was third. Matt French of Howell

foiuTh and John Krawlec of Detroit tetter than 10th." Smith said, "I'm

Catholic Central rounded out the top sure this team's a little disappointed
five. Catholic Central won Its first with It. But eveiy year It seems to be
team state title since 1989. Milford,

which was on pace to win Its first-
ever state title, stumbled to a second-

place finish.

Traverse City West finished third,

while Grand Ledge and Lakeland
rounded out the top five. Novi, which
scored 310 points, finished 10th
overall.

By Jason SchmM
SPECIAL WRfTER

Move over Kevin Avenius.
You too Chris Toloff.

With all due respect to the mar
velous achievements the above two

garnered in their days at Novi High.
Tim Moore one-upped them
Saturday afternoon.
The Novi sen-

place finish seemed to take backstage
to the day's champion.

'T was hoping for something a little

a reputation game. We've got a name
for ourselves. Sometimes were

deserving of our reputation and
sometimes we're not.

Todd Foren was Novi’s second man

on the day. finishing 103rd overall
and 70th In the team race In a time of
16:55. Freshman Mark Moore and

junior Tim Kava finished back-to-
Moore’s individual title was the first back in 113th and 114th overall.

In school history.

’Tt feels real good. I've been looking
forward to this for a long time," Moore
said, moments after the race. 'T knew weren't far behind, finishing 122nd
that If 1 could run own race I'd be and 126th respectively. Freshman
able to win. And that’s what hap- Spencer Omes had a 165th-place fln-
pened today." ish In 17:24.0.

Moore said he planned on going "1 realty thought we could do some
out hard in the first mile and testing great things this season." Moore said,
his competition. That plan worked as "But 1 know our guys ran their hearts
the senior was able to build a 150

yard lead on the rest of the field.

He maintained that lead through- them."
out the race, until he extended It to Smith said the race will be a confi-

over 300 yards in the last quarter dence builder for some of those

returning. Including Mark Moore.
1 knew everyone was expecting me "He came charing at the end,

to win," Moore said. "If I didn’t win. I probabty 8-10 spots." his coach said,
wouldn't realty care If the whole state
was upset with me. I'd be upset with
myself. ”

He didn't have to worry about that
The race commentator k^t the entire

Both eclipsed 17 minutes. Moore in
16:59.6 and Kava In 16:59.9.

Eric Joseph and Mitch Erickson

out and gave everything they had and
I couldn't expect anything more out of

mile.

'Tt was a break out race of sorts for

him. It’s not the only breakout race
heU have, but It’s deflnltety a confi
dence builder for him."

Milford suffered a big loss when
crowd at the Michigan international arguably It best rurmer. Dan
Speedway Inftirmed throughout the DeRusha, went down late in the race,

race. As he entered the speedway, the Wlthabout 600yards logo. DeRusha
crowd b^an to give Moore a champl- became light headed and was forced

to stagger the last 500 yards before
'Tt felt good. I took a second to look crossing the finish line. He finished

around at the crowd and enjoy the last In the race.

ons’ reception.
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look out Nationals
By Jason Schmitt
SPECIAL WRITER

rent Michigan Slate ninner Chris
Toloff (2nd) and Moore (3rd).

Their times were among the four
best in all divisions.

Ritzenhein and Toloff are now

starring at the coUeglate level, as
are several other hurdles Moore

has had to battle the past few

years.
Being a great runner in a great

program such as Novi's is much
different than being the lone star
on any other team. Moore has had
to wait his turn.

His patience has paid off. So too
has his intense training with so

many high caliber runners.
"He has exuded more confidence

this year." coach Bob Smith said.
"Not a bragger's confidence,
though. He knows what it takes to
be successful. You would never

know he’s a star athlete. He's just

a popular kid who happens to run
fast."

As Tim Moore crossed the finish

line — 15 minutes. 11.3 seconds

after he began the race — at
Saturday's state finals, there was a
noticeable change from years past.
The overwhelming applause

coming from some 500 fans lining
the finish line was directed at him.

In any big race, the cheers for the
race champion seem to be a decibel

or two higher than those for the
other finishers.

And there's only one winner.

Anytime a champion clips the
tape 24 seconds ahead of the run-
nerup. there's cause for a loud ova
tion. He had time to look back,
back towards Woodhaven senior

Jake Hammerle, who was nearing
the finish line. Justin Zanottl of
L'Anse Creuse North and Howell's
Matt French were seconds behind
Hammerle.

Although he’s experienced win
ning before, this was another first
for the senior sensation.

Tim Moore? A first at this point
of his career?

As hard as that may seem to
believe, it's true.

The senior captain is also among
the favorites to capture the
Footlocker National Title in

December. He's the top returnee
from last year's race.

Yet every time he wins a big race
(Oakland County. KVC, regional)
it's all been new to him. The cham

pionships. that Is. not the pressure
of it all.

"Being the front runner on the
team doesn't have too much of a

different feel then those years in
the past because 1 am still doing
the same things that have worked
for me in the past, just now I am
the best on the squad.” Moore said.
"As far as the pressure goes, for me
it doesn't come from anyone else

besides ntyself. I am the one who
sets the goals and tries to achieve
them."
And achieve them he has. He fin

ished the 2001 season undefeated,

yet to be challenged in a race.
The last time he was seriously

challenged in a high school race, in
the state of Michigan, was at last

year’s state finals. Rockford's
Dathan Rltzenheln dominated a
talented field of runners which
Included former Novi star and cur-

Moore has always been a great
runner, not that he always liked it.

He was your average Novi youth.
Interested in soccer and baseball.

Two key components to those
sports were running.
He was pretty darn good at it

too.

"1 knew that distance running

was for me pretty much right from
the start." the senior said. "It took

me until the fall of eighth grade to
fully accept that 1 wasn't going to
play baseball or soccer ever again
and concentrate on running."
Having the opportunity to com

pete In a program "on the rise"
made his decision all the more

easy. Novi cross country was a
program coming into its own.

Kevin Avenius. now a junior on
the Notre Dame Cross Country

team, was coming off a fourth-
place finish at the state meet. He
finished in a time of 16:20, just
three seconds behind state cham

pion Jason Hartmann of Rockford.
He was now joined by a trio of

sophomores fToloff, Eric Walle and
Mark Avenius).

As an incoming freshman,
Moore was also expected to make
an immediate impact.
The key. however, was the addi

tion of a pair of seniors who had
defected from the soccer program.
Dan Christopherson and Mike
Bums, along with the aforemen-

Contlnued on 3
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Tim Moore continues his winning ways
Continued from 1 Toloff, and now Moore, have had

the same pattern of success.
Toloff and Moore were among the
top seven at the 1999 finals,
where Novi picked up Us second-
straight state championship.
Mark Avenlus and Walle finished
all state as well.

In 2000. Toloff took top honors
throughout most of the season.
Moore was a close second.

student in the classroom, Is
weighing his college
options.
He's deciding between

Michigan. Notre Dame.
Stanford. Duke and Wake
Forest.

Tim’s extremely
dedicated and when
he wants something,
he’s going to go after

f(

tloned five, were going to truly
make a difference.

"Kevin was really the pioneer of
our success," Smith said. "But by
the end of the season, he had a
tough time fighting off Dan
Christopherson."
Smith said he was a late believ

er that year (1998), but his kids
knew how good they were.
"They already felt they were the

elite team." he said.
Avenlus and Christopherson

finished seventh and eighth at the
finals, leading the Wildcats to
their first-ever state champi
onship. Moore (27th) and Toloff
(29lh) also earned all-state
medals.

"If you look strictly at times,
maybe I was a pioneer. But I
wouldn’t have been able to do It

without the rest of the team push
ing me every day," Avenlus admit
ted. "Tim was running outstand
ing as a freshman, Toloff. my
brother (Mark) and Walle were
probably the best sophomore trio
In the state - If not the nation -
and then there were Dan and Mike

to round out the top seven. We
definitely had the best team Novi
has ever seen."

Like many of the greats
who have come before him.
Moore is looking only at the
present and not at the lega
cy he’ll leave when he grad
uates.

"We are working for our
own set of goals, not to
uphold the standard,
said.

he

Basically, we never

it.if

The two of them, along with
all-state

Chris Toloff
former Novi Cross Country runner

their

Avenlus and Walle, once again
led Novi to conference and

teammates

regional championships.
This time, however, Rockford

took home Its first-ever state
team title.
The 2001 Novi team has a dif

ferent look to It. Over the past
three seasons. Novi has
returned anywhere from 2-4 all-
state runners.

This year, only Moore
returned with all-state honors.

Novi qualified for Its fourth-
straight state final and took
home a top-10 finish. Smith
credits his recent teams for

Instilling the work ethic that
can currently be seen In his
kids.

run," Smith said. ’The younger
guys have always looked to the
older guys for leadership."
Those older guys now are

named Moore.' Mitch Erickson
and Todd Foren.

"Tim’s extremely dedicated
and when he wants some

thing, he’s going to go after
It." Toloff said about his
understudy. "The one race
he's really waiting for is the
Footlocker National, and

when It comes, he's going to
be at his best. I can’t wait

for the day where 1 can race
him again."
That will come In due

time. Moore, a perfect 4.0

really talk about the season
In a sense of strong tradi
tion and upholding it."
But SatuFday,come

whether he likes It or not,
Moore will leave Novi with a

legacy unmatched In school
history.
That Is until the next

great runner comes along.

Jason Schmitt is a special
uiriter for the Northville
Record. Novi News and. the
Lake Area Times. Comments

can be directed to the sports
department at (248) 349-
1700. ext. 104.

"They know what it takes and
they think that's how things are




