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By Bill M a h er

P h e a s a n t  h u n t i n g
Hurry, get the Brittany, hurry, hurry, hurry! Word is 

out that a mailman spotted a ring neck pheasant out on 
the county line road.

Whether the pheasant was headed to Sanilac or Huron 
County was not determined, but word is for sure that 
there is at least one pheasant left in the Thumb. Thank 
Goodness!

Pheasant numbers, as we knew them 25 or 30 years 
ago are now just memory. The times when your season 
limit was taken in the first few days of the season arc 
now gone. Gone also are the days when you saw 200 to 
300 pheasants in a draw or ditch along M-46 or M-53 
feeding on grain screenings dumped by the elevators or 
local farmers. No longer do we have school closings for 
the opener like we did back in the I950's and 60 s. Back 
then, they didn't close the schools because all the stu­
dents were hunting, but rather because there was no way 
the schools could run their buses on the road safely. 
Long gone are the days where we hunted the mornings 
without the dogs and then took them hunting in the af­
ternoons. A pointer would only slow you down back in 
the "good old pheasant days."

What factor have dipped the pheasant population to its 
low is anyone's guess. Reasons given have been farmjng 
practices, herbicides, pesticides, and others. Farmers arc 
now working their fields earlier than in the past. Most 
plowing that was accomplished in the spring years ago 
is now being done in the fall, thus plowing under left­
over grains such as corn, wheat, and beans that pheas­
ants were able to count on for their winter food. Farmers 
now arc also taking first cutting hay off before the 
young pheasant chicks hatch thus destroying their nest­
ing. One study shows the amount of forest cover in 
southern Michigan has increased by over 40.000 acres 
per year. This increase in forest cover has had major 
impact on the decline of pheasants because it has cre­
ated a habitat for pheasant predators such as the owl. 
hawk, and other birds of prey.

1 personally don't believe that there was any one rea­
son for the decline of the pheasant, but rather it was a 
combination of many practices that have led to the 
downfall of the ring neck numbers.

The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) has tried 
to bring back the pheasant population as we once knew 
it but has not accomplished its goal. The Stale 
Department tried the Sichuan breed that it imported 
from China but has now given up on that strain of 
pheasant.

I think our greatest hope today in having good pheas­
ant hunting lies with "Pheasants Forever." This group of 
conservationists stresses good habitat for pheasant and 
are helpful in helping you set up your land for better 
pheasant survival. If you wish to improve your land for 
pheasants or wish to buy seed to plant, then contact 
"Pheasant Forever" or log onto the Internet for informa­
tion at: www.pheasantsforcver.org.

Actually I believe that pheasants have a made a small 
comeback from where they were 10 to 12 years ago. I 
have seen more birds this past summer than I remember 
seeing in many years. While sitting in my deer hunting 
stands this early October 1 have heard more roosters 
cackling just before dark than 1 have in years.

I intend to hunt pheasants this season with my 
Brittany, Coco. The Brittany is a pointing dog which 
seems to create some problems in hunting the present 
day pheasant. Today the pheasant tends to be a runner 
rather than a bird that will sit tight when approached by 
a hunter or a hunting dog. I find that by hunting into the 
wind, the dog is aided in scenting the birds. By forcing 
the birds to an open area, the birds will hold tighter for 
the dog or they will be forced to fly, making it easier for 
a shot.

Where pheasants years ago could be found almost 
anywhere, especially in wheat stubble fields, they are 
now more apt to be found in heavy CRP fields that bor­
der croplands and in low, wet, uncut fields. Putting on 
bools and hunting these wet areas will certainly help put 
more birds jown.

You will find your best hunting will be at first light 
and during the last hour of daylight. Try to catch the 
birds still resting in their evening nesting areas such as 
weed fields, uncut hay fields (especially alfalfa fields) 
just before they fly to their feeding areas in the morn­
ings. In the last hour of the day you can also find pheas­
ants flying from their feeding areas, such as uncut corn 
fields and harvested crop lands like bean and wheat 
fields, back to their night's nesting areas.

Remember, the rooster pheasant is a big tough bird to 
bring down so you must have the proper equipment to 
hunt him with. The gun that 1 prefer using on pheasants 
is a 12 gauge shotgun loaded with high brass number 5 
shot. The gun barrel of choice is the one with a modified 
or full choke.

Whether there are pheasants or none, we "old timers" 
should get out along with the younger hunters this 
October pheasant season for "old times sake" and see if 
we can't relive the excitement of the "pheasant days" of 
our youth.

k e e p  c r u i s i n ' ;  w i n  B W A C  t i t l eC - L  b o y s
APPLEGATE - The

Cros-Lcx Pioneers didn't 
know what to expect in 
boys cross country when 
they moved into their new 
league, the Blue Water 
Area Conference, this fall.

The team did, though, 
have some lofty goals.

The P i o n e e r s
accomplished one of those 
and expanded on another 
Tuesday when they rolled 
to the BWAC 
championship at Kinsley 
Park, near Applegate. The 
sweep of all three league 
meets this season gave

Cros-Lex the overall title.
"Our No. I goal this 

season was to get five 
guys within a minute of 
each other. No. 2 was to 
win the BWAC. And, No. 
3 is to make it to State. 
Two out of three ain't bad, 
so far," proclaimed Brian

Zangara. Cros-Lcx coach.
When the Pioneers 

finished 31 points 
Tuesday, easily outscoring 
runner-up Yale by 38 
points, they had their top 
five runners finish among 
the first eight to cross the 
finish line and also had a 
sixth runner, Dave Wade 
place 10th in 17:59. The 
significance there is that 
Wade was 59 seconds 
behind Jeff Harris (2nd. 
17:00). the top finisher fof 
Cros-Lex. Altogether, 
Zangara had 12 of the top 
23 runners in the league.

Harris, a sophomore, 
has moved up in the last 
few weeks as the Pioneers 
No. I runner.

"Jeff “has been our 
most consistent guy all 
year.. I'm very pleased 
with him stepping up. 
Now it's just a matter of 
breaking that 17 minute 
mark," said Zangara.

Right behind Harris, 
literally, were teammates 
Jeramie Mason (3rd, 
17:13), Steve Scott (4th. 
17:21), Dale Slaudaker 
(6th, 17:29), and Chad 
Dobson (8th, 17:37).
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Lady Devils win first- 
ever harrier title

MAYVILLE - The
Brown City Green Devils 
held off rival Ubly by one 
point last Tuesday to 
claim their first-ever GTC 
East girls cross country 
championship.

The Lady Green 
Devils, with four runners 
earning First Team All- 
League honors, finished 
with 29 points while Ubly 
was runner-up with 30.

"I am very excited 
about winning the girls 
race," said Michelle 
Blake, BC coach. "I hope 
more big things come the 
next few weeks. The girls 
are looking for the 
Regional title and State."

BC boys settle for 2nd
MAYVILLE - The

Brown City boys cross 
country team could not 
match last year's league 
championship, but did 
settle for second at 
Tuesday's GTC East meet 
at Mayville.

Ubly won the title with * 
20 points while the Green 
Devils were next with 35.

"The boys finished 
five, six, seven, eight, 
nine. I I and 12, so I just 
cannot complain. They ran 
tough and Ubly is hard to 
beat," commented BC 
coach Michelle Blake.

Mike McPhail (5th, 
18:18) and Glenn Marius 
(6th. 18:28), both
sophomores, and Kevin 
Hooker (7th, 18:35)
earned First Team All- 
League honors for Brown 
City.

Junior Theresa Iwinski 
and senior Mehgan 
Sanson led the way for 
Brown City. Iwinski 
finished second overall 
with a time of 20:57 and 
Sanson was third in 22:00. 
Seniors Kim Martus (6th. 
22:22), and Melinda Byers 
(7th, 18:35) also both 
garnered First Team 
status.

Sandusky's Christine 
Morden finished fourth

Theresa Iwinski
and claimed First Team 
honors.

G r e a t  f i s h i n g !

Gordie Noll of St. Clair Shores accepts the 
first place trophy for the Biggest Fish from 
Betty Falls following the First Annual Jack 
Falls Memorial Salmon/Trout Tournament in 
Fort Sanilac. Noll took the award, among 44 
entries altogether, with a 20-pound King 
Salmon. The tournam ent, in honor of Jack 
Falls who owned a bait and tackle shop in Port 
Sanilac for many years, ran through the month 
of September. Other top award winners were: 
Biggest Fish, 2nd Place - Brian Klauka, 19- 
pound King Salmon; Smallest Fish - Brad 
Tyler, 3 1/2-pound Steelhead; Most Fish 
Caught - James Behnke, 17; Second Most Fish 
Caught - Max Wilcom, 13.
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G r o s s  C o u n t r y

w ir io  .. 
c r o s s  c o u n t r y  t it le

Photo By 0«v>0 Bosstch
C ass C ity 's  C a rrie  H illa ke r ru n s  fo r  he r b e s t t im e  o f th e  se a so n  a t th e  G re a te r T h u m b  W est 

c ro ss  c o u n try  c h a m p io n s h ip s  in  C ass  C ity  Tuesday a fte rn o o n . H illa k e r  a n d  th e  R ed  H aw ks  to o k  
se co n d  to  Bad Axe.

CASS CITY —  Reese placed three runners in  the 
top  seven fo r all-conference honors and the Greater 
Thum b West championship.

Jordan Seitz was on ly 12 seconds behind Valley 
Lu theran’s R yan Perl berg to  take second place fo r the 
Rockets. Brandon G natkow ski was fourth and Zack

Greater Thumb 
West's cross 
country title.

Bringold was sixth to earn first team all-conference 
honors.

Cass C ity  placed three girls in the top seven in the 
g irls ' race, but ended in  second place to Bad Axe. 
Annjea Tanton was in  second place to  Valley 
Lutheran's Jenell Keinath. Elizabeth H oyt was fourth 

and Carrie H illaker was fif th  at the 
event.

Reese was fifth  in  the g irls ' race 
w ith  Kayla M ille r  taking the top 
honors fo r the Rockets. She finished 
in 16th place fo r 
honorable mention 
honors. Dan ie lle  
Seitz was 20th and 
Ken Garcia was 
2 ls l

Cass C ity ’s 
Sarah Z aw ilin sk i 
was also an honor­
able mention w ith  
a 17th place finish. . 
Unionville-Sebewaing’s Katie D iehl 
was a second.team all-conference 
choice fo r the Patriots w ith  a 10th 
place finish.

USA’s Cameron W ildner was in 
ninth place fo r second team a ll-con­
ference and Reese’s E rik  Palm and 
Joe Jimenez also were second team 
all-conference finishers.

B row n  C ity ’, U bly 
w in  G T E  titles

M A Y V IL L E  —  U bly  went 1-2- 
3-4 in the boys Greater Thum b East 
Championships to  aid the Bearcats 
to a w in  over their league rivals.

Ky le Walsh was first w ith  a time 
o f 17:12. Brown C ity  was the next 
group in, taking places 5-9 and 
ended the race in second place 
behind Ubly. Sandusky was third.

Marlette's Josh H ill finished in 
17th place.

Brown C ity  won the g irls ' race by 
one point over U b ly  fo r the title. 
U bly 's Jackie Rivard was the ind i­
vidual winner, but B row n C ity 's  
Theresa Iw in sk i and Mehgan 

R e e se 's  J o rd a n  S e itz  ru n s  b e ne a th  th e  fa ll c o lo rs  a lo n g  th e  Sanson came in positions tw o and 
c o u rs e  a t C ass  C ity  fo r  th e  G re a te r T h u m b  W est cha m p i- three.
o n s h ip s . S e itz  an d  th e  R o cke ts  to o k  h o m e  th e  GTW  t it le  in  M arlette 's  Robin H ill  fin ished 
c r o s s c o u n try .  23rd to  lead the Red.Raideis.

PafksTtTFrts heads as armless cheerleader
F rom  B - l  
t r y in g  o u t. I 
w as lik e , a n y ­
bo dy  can try  
o u t. A n y b o d y  
can try  ou t i f  
they w an t to ," 
sa id  N o rth  
B ra n c h  c h e e r­
le a d in g  coa ch  
D eb ie  K a ltz .

K a ltz  said 
she asked 
Parks to  do  a 
s p l i t .  w h ic h  
P a rks  d id  
d u r in g  the t r y ­
o u ts . K a ltz  
asked aga in  
and Parks 
repeated. K a ltz  
th en  asked 
Parks to  do  her 
ju m p s  and 
P a r k s  
responded.

“ I t ’ s l ik e ,
‘O ka y , ho w  do  
y o u  d o  th a t."
K a ltz  sa id . “ I 
sat b a ck  and 
w as am azed 
she c o u ld  do 
these th in g s . T h e  o n ly  th in g  she 
c o u ld n 't  do  was, o f  course, the arm  
m ovem ents ."

Parks said tha t because she w a sn 't 
ab le to  d o  the a rm  m ovem ents , she 
d id n 't  th in k  she w o u ld  be ab le  to  
m ake the squad.

“ I w a sn 't sure I c o u ld  d o  enough to  
be in v o lv e d ,"  she said.

“ E v e ry th in g  e lse  she c o u ld  d o ."  
K a ltz  sa id . “ I t ’ s l ik e ,  ’W ow , I ’ m  
am azed.'

“ Yeah, She made the squad. She 
co u ld  d o  ju m p s  and s p lits  be tte r than 
som e o f  the  g ir ls  on  the squad. She 
earned he r spot. She d id  a go od  jo b ."

Parks said her m om  cam e to  p ick  
he r up  a fte r  the last day o f  the tryou ts  
e xp e c tin g  to  g ive  her da ughter a pep 
ta lk  a f te r  no t m a k in g  the team  
In stead, b o th  w ere  happy w ith  the end 
resu lt.

The coa ch  said tha t she w as a l i t t le  
lea ry  at f i r s t  at the prospect o f  ha v in g  
Parks try  ou t. She d id n 't  w an t peop le 
to  th in k  th a t Parks m ade the team  
because she d id n 't  have arm s. I f  Parks 
had no t m ade the team . K a ltz  d id n 't  
w an t peop le  to  th in k  she was d is c r im ­

in a tin g  against the teenager, e ither.
"W h e n  she d id  her s tu f f  at tryo u ts , it  

w as  l ik e . ‘O o . m y  p ro b le m  is 
so lv e d ." '

The team  d id n 't  im m e d ia te ly  gel 
because i t  to ok  some tim e  fo r  her 
team m ates and the coach to  f ig u re  out 
a w ay  to  get Parks invo lved .

"We put her up in  a few  th ings. She 
has such good balance fro m  never 
h a v in g  arm s. She has such lik e  
trem endous ba lance."

K a ltz  be lieves th a t P a rks ' te am ­
m ates m ay have been lea ry  at firs t, 
l ik e  the coach, bu t in  tim e  i t  came 
together.

“ She's been a d e fin ite  im provem ent 
"to o u r  team. T h e y 're  rea lly  good w ith  
her.

"T o  us. she’s ju s t another one o f  us. 
W e d o n 't  g ive  it a second thought. 
Som etim es we w a lk  in to  games at 
o th e r schools , you  were like . 'W ha t 
are th e y  lo o k in g  at? M ayb e  i t ’ s 
because we have 14 g ir ls . I  d o n 't 
know."

"T h e n  i t 's  l ike , ‘O h , th e y 're  lo o k in g  
at Jess ica .'"

Parks said m any were nervous and 
the  rea ction  around the school was the

qu es tio n  o f  how  she w o u ld  succeed as 
a part o f  the cheerlead ing  squad.

"W h a t we had to  do  was, they had 
to  w ork  w ith  m e and at o u r gam es and 
at o u r pep assem blies we got to  show 
th em  how  i t  was done,'.' Parks said.

N o t o n ly  have B ron co  fans, parents 
and students em braced Parks as a 
cheerleader, students and parents at 
oppos ing  schools have w a lked up to  
her and expressed th e ir  pleasure w ith  
her ab ility .

" I ’ ve a lso  had k id s  f ro m  o the r 
schools that cam e to  o u r  schoo l fo r 
gam es —  che erleade rs on  o the r 
scho o l's  team  —  and asked m e. ‘ W hat 
go t yo u  s ta rted? W h a t m ade you 
th in k ? '. . .  and "D o  you lik e  i t? 'T h e y  
w ere  re a lly  e xc ite d  I w as  a cheer 
leade r." Parks said.

Parks said that her coach has been 
easy on her and has been w o rk in g  
w ith  her on eve ry th in g  that Parks can 
d o  despite the lack o f  arms

T ha t assum ption ove r tim e  led  to  a 
s lig h t ru n - in  at a cam p o v e r the 
sum m er. K a ltz  said she never thought 
o f  c a ll in g  ahead to  n o t ify  the  c o u n ­
selors about Parks.

The aspect o f  be ing  an arm less

cheerleade r has spurred m ed ia  c o v ­
erage fro m  across the country . Several 
new spapers have done a s to ry  on 
Parks and A B C 's  "2 0 /2 0 ”  sent a f i lm  
crew  to  N o rth  B ranch 's  H om eco m in g  
gam e be tw ee n  the B ro n co s  and 
Vassar.

Parks said the segmet shou ld  be 
a ired  on the program  som etim e in 
N ove m b er and loo ks fo rw a rd  to  the 
m ed ia  coverage co m in g  to  an end.

“ I  th in k  i t 's  been fun . I 'v e  go tte n  to  
the p o in t w here  I 'm  done. I t 's  been a 
lo t o f  fu n . E ve ryo ne 's  been n ice  and 
open to  m e ." Parks said. “ I ’ m  pre tty  
m uch done ."

T h e  fe s tiv it ie s  a lso inc lu de d  Parks 
p la y in g  po w de r p u f f  fo o tb a ll.

"T h a t w.as s o m e th in g  I never 
th ou gh t I w o u ld  be ab le  to  d o ,"  she 
said . "T h e y  w ere h o ld in g  s ign -u ps  
and I th o u g h t. "I m ig h t as w e ll. I t 's  
m y sen io r y e a r. '"

Parks w as the k ic k e r  in  the b e g in ­
n in g . bu t ended the gam e p la y in g  on 
the de fense as w e ll.

She d o e s n 't p la n  to  co n tin u e  cheer- 
lea d in g  w he n  she attends O a k la n d  
U n iv e rs ity  ne x t fa ll.  Parks w ants to  
m a jo r  in  a c c o u n tin g  and business 
m anagem ent.

D a v id  B o ss ick  is  the S ports  E d ito r  
f o r  the T usco la  C o u n ty  A d ve rtise r. He 
ca n  he  re a ch e d  a t 
b o s s ic k ®  yah oo , com.
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