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Reggio Jones, a standout at
Saginaw High in the early 1970s,
led thoTrojans to a state
championship in 1973 and then
want on to become a ning-time
all-American sprintar at the
University of Tennesseo.
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1 rark star Rﬂgw ones
docsn 't brag about his
accomplishments.

MARK CONSTANTINE
& THE SAGINAW NEWS

In 1073 he led Saginaw High to
its first state track championship
in 24 years.

A year later the 6-foot-4, 180-

pound athlete dazzled everyone at

the NCAA Division 1 National
Finals, winning the 100-yard dash
and taking second in the 220, earn-
ing him the Most Qutstanding Ath-
lete of the meet honor as a mem-
ber of the University of Tennessee
men's track team.

His team, by the way, captured
the NCAA dmmpmnshtp

By the time his collegiate athlet-
ic career was finished, he'd helped
his team set a world record in the
800-meter relay, set school records
in the 100-vard and 100-meter
dashes as well as the 220-yard and
200-meter runs and was a nine-
time All-American.

But, wait, there's mare.

He was his college team's cap-
tain, voted the squad's most out.
standing athlete twice and beat
then-reigning Olympic cham J)ion
Valery Borzov in the 100 an

p with Jones

“T've been around lum
since 1986, and you
can count on one
hand the number of
times Regme has talked
about himself.”

CHARUE BATTLE
toacher, co-worker of
Reggia Jones

meters in a mcet between the
Uniled States and the Soviel
Union.

The athlcte who accomflsshcd
all of the above is 48-year-old Sagi-
naw native Reggie Jones.

Jones will meet some old friends
when he retums (o Saginaw thes (all
from his home in Memphis, Tenn.,
for induction into the first class of
the Saginaw County Sports Hall of
Fame. The induction ceremony for
the 11 athletes and one team in the
inaugural dass will take place Sat-

urday. Oct. 26 at Saginaw Valley
State Unm:mty s Curtiss Hall.

Jones was in a class by himsclf
on the track, but nearly 30 vears
later ask the voungsters in his
classes or fellow teachers at Hill.
crest High School in Memphis,
Tenn . and vou won't hear a word
about his athletic exploits.

That's because the longtime
Hillcrest teacher and coach doesn't
say a word about what he did “back
in the day.” Instead. he's more con-
cerned what he can do today for
thc voung people he interacts with

a datly basis.,

"l don’t talk about myvsxelf
because that's something (Samnaw
High lrack coach) (‘Iaudc Marsh
taught us.” Jones recalled. “He not
only tramed us. he taught us about
life and how it's all about the chil-
dren. | was the child then, now I'm
the teacher giving back a httlc of
what Claude Marsh gave to me.

"It (his athlctic career) was
good while it lasted, but it's gver
and it's time to move on. People
forget. Like General George Pat.
ton once said, old heroes never dic,
they just fade awav”™

Or. in Jones' case, they commit
themaselves to teaching young peo-
ple, concentrating on them and not
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| Sept.29° Oﬂm




Saginaw News (published as The Saginaw NEWS) - August 25, 2002 - page 43
August 25, 2002 | Saginaw News (published as The Saginaw NEWS) | Saginaw, Michigan | Page 43

is

or
th
d.

0y

er
he

nd

ne
off
ut

"

up
on
d-
an

E

le

ek
ve

ce

THE SAGINAW NEWS SUNDAY, AUGUST 25, 2002 ES

Lt

PLGRA Sy, Iy g Wagl s
Y N .- R ) 'i'*‘-" P .‘ E i )
O re ot g o,
1 . - ' # i ] - ;
e ig . FF % _FX TR o b y

R

Eae ":.}‘ ‘: b
,"I" i ‘:‘ I'..
e
)

e TEE Y Ukt T8 R O T
- by ~
! - g w, " ‘pll“ . Y -l
. N
y r‘)*h&hv '1 L )
‘l‘ ’ ; *.‘:i i.; # h
-
k - LA f_“! __J‘-"ﬁ
Bi. reip ot Reay
F i v assahdy Aeir 3o s gl gad o g St ok
gt e B 'f-l" v NP J*!--ﬂ_‘a,.“_-_.:’ﬂ’:,.‘.’, . b 2,
- [ B . : v r
;1‘ ‘: ek 2 A ) Py
i" o gl gy P

" ‘e't\:' <
:hlag' - « N "' “ “

ol

g A .q'
~ "“alfl|I )] - [ -
¢ st hg gheted s s

o . L]

Py 2 ¥

™ -
"% i;‘!l:‘
1
W A

F -
* d ! # 4 by [ i

3‘ [ ] *
Y T

Reggie Jones, a 1973 Saginaw High graduate, went on to attain all-
of Tennessee and is now a teacher

American status at the University
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and coach at Hitlcrost High School in Memphis, Tennessee.

JONES

He wouldn’t change a thing

Y CONTINUED FROME1

what he did in the past.

“I don't know him as a world-
class athlete, but as a successful
basketball coach and a great
teacher,” sald Hillcrest Guidance
Counselor James Greer, who has
worked alongside Jones for nearly
two decades.

“How about that? Nine-time All-
American and he doesn't even talk
about it. He's just so modest. He's
too busy with his jobs here to
worty about the past.”

Carolyn Hawkins-Shaw is the
principal at Hillcrest and she also
was clueless when it came to
Jones' past.

“I'm not sure many people
around know much about his back-
ground in athletics,” she said. “I'll
be honest, I know him in his capac-
ity as a technology teacher, a girls
basketball coach and a girls track
coach.

“I know he is a fantastic teacher.
He is an excellent motivator, too,
as a coach. And he cares for his
young ladies, he's always keeping
up with them to make sure they
are doing well in school and at
home.

“Reggic Is one of those people
who goes above and beyond the
call of duty.”

Charlie Battle's duties have
included coaching and teaching
alongside Jones the past 16 years,
although this year he moved on to
Kirby Middle School, which feeds
students to Hillcrest.

“Reggle Jones is not his best
subject,” Battle said about the
man he first met in 1986 and has
remalned friends with since. “I've
been around him since 1986, and
you can count on one hand the
number of times Reggie has talked
about himself.

“He is a great coach. He's taken
a girls program at Hillcrest that
was a doormat and turned them
into a team that has played for the
city championshi? the last two
years. He is one of the most suc-
cessful girls basketball coaches in
the state,

“The girls just love him, too.
They look up to him like a father.”

But don't try telling those girls
anything about his storied past. It

doesn't work, Jones said with a
loud laugh.

“Every now and then I mention

to the kids a little about myself,
just for motivation, and they invari-
ably end up laughing, especially
when 1 try to demonstrate some-
thing,” he added. “So 1 just let one
of the girls demonstrate and it
works out better.”

Jones continues to work out to
stay in shape, but his days of run-
ning 100 yards in less than 10 sec-
onds are gone. Instead, he runs
three miles at least four times a
week, throwing in a *100-yvard
sprint” every now and then just for
old times sake.

Would Jones like to still be
sprinting today, nearly 30 years
after leading Tennessee to the
national title in 1974? That would
mean millions of dollars in
endorsement deals ala Carl Lewis
and Michael Johnson.

“Everybody has their time. I had
mine,” Jones said. “Sure, track
runners today make millions.
When I started running at Ten-
nessee they had just done away
with professional track. But every-
thing is done for a reason.

“You have to think about what
might have been had 1 been given -
a different path. Would 1 have the
same wife? \Yhat about my son,
Reggie Jr.? I might not have the
money to show for what I did back
in the day, but I wouldn't change a
thing.

“It's all about the children. I'm
trying to pass along what I've
learned in life. You do for them
because they are the future.”

Stan Huntsman coached Jones
at Tennessee and got to know him
well both during and after Jones’
explosive athletic career. Hunts-
man wrote a letter that will be
read at the induction ceremonies.

“Your persona has prevailed
throughout your life in the field of

ublic education and as a father,

usband and friend.” Huntsman
wrote. “Above all you are a moral
and just man who has lived life
free of dissipation or uttering a
derogatory or profane remark and
a life full of loyalty and love.

“You have truly represented
Saginaw, the University of Ten-
nessee and the United States of
America in the truest sense of
‘what an American should be.™

Mark Constantine covers sports
for The Saginaw News. You may
reach him by calling 776-97




