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Charlie Janke was a longtime track and cross country coach at Jackson High School.
■  ■;, The Chsirlie Janke file

v,JAge:67
■ Family: Wife, Jan; daughter, Jennifer. .
■ High school: Detroit Bedford
■ College: Central Michigan
■ Teaching career: Detroit Bedford (1958-59); Southfield (1959-64); Milford
(19{^66); Jackson (1966-88), physical education and social studies.

: ■ Head coaching career: Southfield track (1962-64); Milford track and cross
country (1964-66); Jackson track (1966-90); Jackson cross country (1966-
2002).
■ Honors: Michigan High School Coaches Hall of Fame; Michigan Inter
scholastic Track Coaches Association Chuck Sweeney Award for long-stand
ing and outstanding service to track; MITCA and Mich gan High School
Coaches Association coach of the year in 1989.
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By Gary Kalahar
Staff Writer

As spectators crowded the route

of approaching runners at the
J. Chris Jensen Memorial
cross country meet this fall, a

voice from behind them barked
through a bull horn:
“Back away from the line! Give the

^nersroom!”
For those who had been to meets at

Sharp Park before, it was a familiar
voice. For those who knew Charles
Janke was no longer the cross country
coach at Jackson High School, it was

^ maybe a comforting voice, perhaps
;bmging a knowing smile. Charlie
f Janke was still at it.
, ...He might have gotten out of coach-

i ihg, but it was going to take more than
[that to keep him from being involved
in the high school sports that he loved
so much. A man who cared so deeply
about track and field and cross country
and the kids who competed in them,
who invested so much of himself in
many different endeavors for their bet
terment, was not about to quit cold
turkey.
Janke’s devotion to high school ath

letes, and the leadership role he took in.
developing track and field and cross
coimtiy not only in Jackson but in the
state, have earned him the 2Sth A1 Cot
ton Award. The award, named for a
,former Citizen Patriot sports editor, is.
pn^iited aimually by the newspap^.s

[simits stafT to an individual whose con
tributions have made Jackson “a better
pl^ to play.”

his 37'^years at Jacksoii;' High
:-.S^ooh, Janke was a distinguiriied fig-
f,jureoii;'the area’s high school inning

coaching iium^j^, all-
^'afliletes at hi’s own sch^l to as-

■)se from other schools; from

events to ihaking sui« they
thly, from rhentoring 'other
> inspiring many'of his ath-
iter the profession, Jmke left
It will be felt for a loiig time,

ie on the first guy, thk'15th
y^ydnybody who wasn’t doing as well
'^^Key could. He didn’t play favorites. ”

Martin,, pll-state cross 'country
at Jackson'. ' ■

.pile does not need to talk to many of
athletes or listen very loiig to

a clear picture of the type of coach
was intehierHe was , in

.ch^e. He demanded respect and he
ic»qpected the best, and he received a
|h[u£e. iheasure of both from those who
^followed his regimen,

athlete who set their mind to
^c^ei^!'and followed the Janke plan
^^ujld get to where they wanted to go,”

Olsen, a state champion in
Lv ̂ der Janke and now Jaclaon’s

I ^-i^r^try coach. “Hi? goal.'as' a
was to get the best out of ftie ath-

talked about being. Wself-
meaning any atmete,.rd^

^  on their ability, should be the
b^t they can be. That was what he
wanted out of us.”
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Former runners acknowledge that it
was not easy being a member of a

I Janke team. But the legions of those
who succeeded in high school and the

‘ world beyond say it was worth it.
1  “He’d do anything for you,” Martin
said. “He cared about you as a person.

■ If you stuck with him, he’d stick with
you. He talked about giving your best

' every time out there, and he sure did.”
Martin, cross country coach at Sault

Ste. Marie High School, is among the
numerous Janke athletes who have

, gone into teaching and coaching. Many
[ of them.cite his influence in their ca-

>  reer choice.
“You emulate the ones you truly re

spect,” Martin said. “He had a passion
for the sport, and it was contagious. He

, was a good role model, and a fathet fig
ure for a lot of us. The more 1 get into

: teaching and coaching, the more I ap-
' preciate him.”

Of course, some did not appreciate
,  Janke’s coaching methods.
'  “Charlie had a set of rules that did

■ not allow for deviation,” said Wayne
: McDonald, former cross country and

track coach at Northwest High ̂ hool
and longtime colleague of Janke’s. “I’ve

:  seen him with teams he could have won
the state with, but there wire kids who
didn’t buy in, and he let them go. He

^ always said that in, the end, you’re
much better off with the kids who want

'^‘follow.the rules and the training pro-
r'gfam.’t--^'L-
j  ,/Jwke does not quarrel with the as-
I ses^ent of him as a demanding coach,

were hard-
They were

I. ,t,“My high school coaches
guys,” Janke said. “n

<darn good coaches. 1 evolved
from that.”
Olsen, an assistant coach forv.

several years under Janke,^id' .
little changed, when he took
over the cross country program
this fall — a season in which
his daughter, Kristina, placed
ffoiirth in the Division ! state i
[meet as a sophomore. . .
“He brou^t me along to be

Ithe best 1 could be,” Olsen
[said. “1 believe in his philoso-j
;phy. 1 can use my daughter as"
i another example.”
j  ,lf the coaching style Janke
jbrought to track and cross
●country was reminiscmt of a
I football coach, that was no co-..
; incidence. He started his ca-
Teer coaching football before
discovering the distance run
ners on his track team were not
●fioming out of the cross coun
try season in proper shape..
’-●“I thought, if we’re going to

I have a track program, I need to
'<get involved with cross coun-
*UV,” Janke said.
'« Olsen said he was re^nsi-
●ble.for Janke still being in-'
v^lved at some meets this year.

v'^He didn’t volunteer.his set-'

ind my own autonoiny at>Sh^
^aric. . He thought if he was
i^era, people would go to him
rir^ead of me.”' - ● - ■ i - >>.Hi i j
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.. f atihe state meet: ,*Thl9
I'Aal. What^hey do is amazir '''
f duplicate what diose guys

|^^labl| %us pirt ̂ efe."
- ■ Aunninjg mm country meets wlHiouraiuU li

.. ‘ etnevfer had.a.lo| of kids. Wahad ajotnf ‘
Ificidivrareh’t li^dy for an invitationaVn^^ra
them. I don’t likejo throw a kid into something he can’t han

earty season^: ' '
riteets that countiltfil

vetaoe ready for those m'ee^. E

jnglb.Jackson: "I had otherpiaoM I was idling
t^ ahd'IJuft fell in love with Jackson Hf""

..^Tjery)im|^/eS8ive.,^lidid the intendew arid
Where I want.tp go.". V - .
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-'ll-:;. lachlng for 45 years: "I love

Jie th do ft. I had the best assl^ ,
$cPuld Imaglhef l^was blessed all my yeaiirat Jackson.fHigh ^
f School to have great assistant coaches'. !Hw were pedpIPc..
’ who siiditt tnind going the extra mile, dohatirmlheirilmeV.,^'̂

^ip,kids." ,
coach: "We always workeg|^fd on^^rig^

lojmVh what they were
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igtry at Sharp Park: ^
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3team Woolsey said, “Char- Janke served on the MITCA
heshasalways beenwhatw.il board during its formativl
be he lasting impact on the years, including a stint as pres!

fdenl. Some of the group’s first
_  ■■T-i ■ I . coaching clinics were held in
Tom Ratchford, an assistant , were times the Jensen Jackson, Janke is hichlv re.

track coach under Janke who i>onquel could have folded up. girded by his fellow coaches
took over as head coach in Charlie was not going to let it for his clinic Dresentation^
J991 when Janke i;esigned and happen —Jerry Reis. In the early 1970s, Janke
jpoved into an assistant’s role, . *2sting impact, consider took the lead in organizing in- "Without his inout and hard
.remembers similar treatment. | ihe Jensen meet. door meets through MITCA. work the crosrcomtrv srnfe

He was the be

“It was amazing what he
could do,” Ratchford said,
“with his connections, his
knowledge of the sport, and his
insistence that things be done
correctly.”

st assistant : , f y^^r^ ^fler arnv- jhe plan called for coaches to championships at MIS would
you’ll ever see,’’ Ratchford ' ‘"8 1" ●'ackson, Janke saw the , organize track clubs and then have never tak% plL " -
sajd . “He stepped out of the "eed for a countywide cross charge athletes SI to compete Woolsey ^
way and let me do what I m«t, one that could in a meet. When Janke’s contrihntinn
.panted to do - much of ‘"elude runners from the There were meets at the Uni- to high school a?hleSs h funv
.which was the same as he had largest schools to the smallest, versity of Michigan and East- measured his S on ih?

I SmeTp ITLMZl hte ^ Tt!
^ ■■It goes beyond his team. He the meet be an individual “Then'l just started calling fi tt.ngconcTS

srs S; ^’^KernreVrhrv^eT^me. colleges and aski3 if they wer^
Woolsey Lumen Christi High thing that would allow every interested in hosting a meet,”
School gMs cross counfrv kid the opportunity to have Janke said. work in hosting the all-division
coach some real success,” Janke said. College track coaches eager ^'ate meet at Michigan Intcr-
■■llanke’s exnertise has not The meet was inaugurated in lo bring kids to campus and national bpeedway in Brook-
been confined to the athletes was run this year for make some money for their 'yhen some of
and cSShes at Jackson Hieh ■ the 35th time. Held on the programs latched on. Eventu- such as
School Coaches from other i Monday before the state meet, : ally a full schedule of indoor ngmaster, dnvmg force ^
‘schools say Janke was never re- | >t is a highlight of the season ! meets, including a state cham- extremely integral part
luctant to share his knowledge ' for county runners. pionship, was m place. Today, i to describe Janke  s role, it is

“He’s such a giving indivfd- than a month before the high school athletes have their ' clear how much he dedicated
04V’ Vandercook Lake High fi rst meet, Jensen — the long- choice of indoor meets all over .
School boys track and cross “me Jackson track and cross the state, sometimes four or , MITCA looking for a
feuntry coach Tom Gass said country coach who Janke re- fi ve per week, in what is | site to conduct all four state
rWhen I first started he gave Placed — died of a heart at- known as the Michigan Indoor meets instead of having them
k Svice/and he’s alSI ' tack, and .the meet was dedi- Track Series. at four different places, Janke

there. He’s done so much cated to him. “He knew that was going to ● made the initial- pitch to the
ifor everybody.” ’ ■ A large part, of the Jensen is be good for track and field in : speedway. With the idea
[  Gass credited Janke with ● the banquet held the following the state of Michigan, and he , cliared by the Michigan High
helping develop some of the week to honor the county’s top '*'hat he could to keep it school Athletic Association
qmners who led Vandercook athletes and coaches. The 8°mg,” Reis said. _ S’ven the; g^ahead by
Lake to a third-place finish in county coach of the year , , ‘^^cser to home, Janke ^
the Division 4 state cross coun- awards presented at the ban- launched and then took the ‘ „
try meet this fall Athletes from 'luet are named in Janke’s lead in conducting two more. Lve^year, Janke andMc-
&r.tearas were often benefi- j honor. In addition to hlTwork , Joig^standing events still on ,
a&riesofJanke‘stips. ‘ on the meet, Janke helped the' .schedule. The for a week before the meet get-

never saw Charlie as a banquet survive from earlv Jackson Invitational cross ^"8
PTval coach,” Woolsey said. years when there was little in- ^...^KifcV , - - ^ ®
rJerry Reis, now Jackson’s tcrest to what is now an event and the J.D. s Imagecraft Invi- ‘ .
Hkd track coach after being an that brings the cross country , meet was
Assistant in track and cross community together to the 'arched .n l981.
:cbuntry along with coaching at i tune of 600-plus people each T*}e cross country m«t i‘.?/.‘‘:®men-
Jackson Community College, year. quickly took its place as one of dous undertaking, said Barry
●said he has been inspired by “He put a lot of emphasis on the state s big three meets the G'bson. director of operations
Tanke’s passion for coaching. ^ coaches getting their people to Saturdays of the sea-
s,“He definitely has a thirst epme, even if they weren’t get- meet with
fiw improving* himself, im- ting an award,” Reis said. field and Holly. Teams travel ^®‘^ ®fmmittee after the slate
provina his coachine and he from all Over the State, mclud- meet, and every year he pushes
gave that to me,” said Reis. "The indoor meet was  a mon- '"g Martin’s teams that have t.°/
who fi rst coached with Janke ^mental task that a lot of peo- a few trophies back to I'® manager Bill
at Milford in 1964 and came to would have given upon." —  ‘ . o.nrMc ^
Jackson in 1968, two years It s a highlight of the season success berause of prople like
.ker Janke. “He was insistent Between cross country and ‘hat,” Martin ^harhe and the people on the
that we try to improve our- ^^ack seasons, Janke did not
selves” relax Among other things, Janke workside-by-sidewith them.
■●■Janke was instrumental in ..When he started coaching, himself also to the -J®*® 8°^

●foe early years of the Michigan , high school indoor track in Sdby Classic track meet, offto a roc^ «art when prob-
Interscholastic Track Coaches Michigan meant competing in bringing together the county’s S-^^h timing apd scoring
Association. When the group costly, nationally sanctioned toP athletes, which began two highlighted a^ day that Janke
was organized in 1959. it was meets. He thought there should years before he came to Jack- *^™®‘V ® ?‘^”ter that pro
foe fi rst sport-specific coaches’ be more for those not involved son; the Class A state track and .to those who were .
association in the state. Every m a winter sport. field championships at With- ®tepti<5alsuch a meet could be
sport now has such an organi- ' “We wanted to come up with mgton Stadium in 1983 and Pt^ ® on.
iation,  ' a way that it wouldn’t cost a ■ . and the Midwest Meet of

■ “‘While many coaches’ main , kid S15 to go run in a track Champions, a track meet for
<5pncem is what is best for their ● meet," Janke said. ●  foe best from four states.



“Then it was a war between

the people who wanted to keep
it there and the people who
didn't.” Janke said. “I was so
discouraged. Our committee
met, and we were all discour
aged. But we just hung on and
kept going.
“Now it’s evolved into a

tremendous thing for the sport
of cross country. For the kids,
that’s their place. The football
finals have their place, the bas
ketball finals have their place,
now cross country has their
place.”
Woolsey and Gass, both

members of the committee,
credit Janke’s leadership for
turning the meet around.
“He was the one who got ev

eryone back to the, drawing
I board, working out the kinks,’’,
f Woolsey said. '-, ●' > ''Mir,' ●;
I  ’ '“There was W'whole' list of
coaches’ concerns’ 'after that
fi rst meet,” Gass said. “There
were Vfi pages of issues. Char
lie spent the next year going
over every single one of them.

1  ’ “That’s' Charlie; 'It' doesn’t
'matter what h^s’'ddhe;'he
jumps in with both feet.” ● ● j

And leaves his footprints. ■ '

— Reach reporter Gary
Kalaharat 768-4966 or— ■
gkalahar@ciipat.com.
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CHARLIE JANKE

MITCA

Secretary - Started first Ml'J'CA News letter 4 Issues1965

President1966

Organized and served as Director of MITCA IndoorTrack and Field

program for boys

Member of selection committee for Mid West Meet of Champions

1972- 1999

1979- 1999

Hosted Mid West Meet of Champions at Jackson High School - Meet
Director

2006 -2009

Organized first MITCA Cross Country Clinic - Hosted by Jackson High
School

1973

Member of MITCA since its inception - never missed a MITCA Track or

Cross Country Clinic

1959-

COACHING - TRACK AND FIELD/CROSS COUNTRY

1959 - 2003 Coached Track and Field - 45 Years - 37 at Jackson High School

1964 -2002 Coached Cross Country - 39 years - 37 atJackson High School

Detroit Redford High School - 'frack and Field1958-9

1959 -1964 Southfield High School - Track and Field and Football

1964- 1966 Milford High School - Track and Field and Cross Country

1966 - 2003 Jackson High School - Track and Field and Cross Country

Cross Country

Boys - 8 Conference Champs - 6 Regional Champs - Number 5 on MITCA
Best Teams of the Seventies

Dual Meets( Unknown - won a lot - lost fewer then  a lot)
15 All State Runners

Girls - 3 Conference Champs - 1 Regional Champs

Dual Meets (Unknown - won some - lost fewer then some)
5 All State Runners



Track and Field

Boys - 8 Conference Champs - 6 Regional Champs -  1 State Runner Up
Dual Meets(Unknown - similar to XC)
33 All State Runners

Girls - 3 Conference Champs - 1 Regional Champs

Dual Meets (Same as above)
3 All State Runners

HONORS AND OTHER STUFF

Chuck Sweeney Award1983

MITCA - Coach of the Year - Boys Track and Field1988

MHSCA - Coach of the Year - Boys Track and Field

NHSACA - Region 4 - Coach of the Year
Nominee for National Coach of the Year

1990

Inducted MHSCA Hall of Fame1994

Inducted MITCA Hall of Fame2004

Inducted Jackson High School Athletics Hall of Fame

Jackson High School (JD’s) Track and Field Invitational named Charlie
Janke Track and Field Inviational

Sharp Park Cross Country Course named Charlie Janke CC Course

Jackson High School hosted MHSAA Class A Track and Field State

Championship Meet Director

Member of committee for organizing the State Cross Country

Championships at Michigan International Speedway

2010

2015

1983 - 84

1996 - 03

Member of Organizing Committee for J. Chris Jensen (Jackson Area)1969

Co-founder and Meet Director JD’s Invitational Track and Field Meet
l^ot>o

1981 -03



Meet Director James R Selby Track and Field Classic (Jackson area Honor
Roll Meet

1990 -03

Presented successfully to Representative Counsel to add the Two Mile
Run to the MHSAA Order of Events

1967

Head Shot Put Official NCAA Indoor Championships also officiated at

Big Ten Indoor and Outdoor Championships at UM and MSU

1990 -present Registered ATOM Track and Field Official

1965-83


