) ,:;_nu_;__;;_ig!:jE{:,:!;!K:!__:!:]l:!l!i:L]t;‘!l?}l;]’

young; cumners; a5

hey get in the bunt_for some.
major Kensington Valley
Conference competition.
boys The seniors on -the team
Smith should be salivating. include  Bergeson,  Chris
Over what? Well, his squad.  Brandis, Brad Dobryden,
The Wildcats are bringing 35 Joseph, Preketes, Darin Styles
runners to-the program in 2003, _and Tingwall while the juniors
‘compared:to the 25 that graced, -are’ Huprikar, Mooré, Justin
the roster. last year. Coming :Namm, Omes, Nate Quay and
back for the Wildcats are a slew ‘Brad Spisich. Sophomores
of talented runners — including include Petéer Andrews, Dan
a barrier that could. easily be Bruder, Steve Fannon, Artun
~ considered orie of the most pre~. Kircali, Brad Larson, Kevin .
.mief runnérs in Michigan. ‘Lee, Riley Lokar, Andrew
“The guys had a real nice Macek, Chris Machisak,
summer,” “Smith said of his ‘Brenden Neville, Andrew Park
-team’s condition and prepara- -and Matt Thomas. Incoming
tion for ‘the season. *I know: - freshman; are Mike Beard, Pat
_ thiey were all out there running  Carroll, Jorden Dagslet; Ricky
.and it's really exciting. I can’t Manza, Alex Prasad, Abhishek
believe what a close field it is.” Rao, Akira Shinomiya, Ben

nall reality, Novi Wildcat
ys' éross. country coach Bob

‘Statistically speaking, junior
Mark Moore is the top-runner
on the squad this year and his
performance at the -state meet
last year marks him as_one of
the. top runners in’ the. state for
2003:

But, the athér Wildcats.aren’t
about to let him get away with
being the default leader for the
squad. T

Juniors Amol Huprikar and
Spencer Ornes will be nipping
at'his heels as they look to keep
a pack time of under a minute
for Smith and their fellow ‘Cats’
to -admire. Seniors Eric
Tiande and Scott- Bergeson
will be right up there as'well.

_ -This year, Novi has seen one

©of the' most remarkable

improvements over a summer
. ‘by. onte of their runners in senior

Eri¢ Josephy -- . -=
. 1 year, his PR (personal
record) was a 16:21" Smith
noted. “This year, he came out

with a' 16:07. He's really taken
his -game to the next level and
he’s eying a potential All-State
status.” :

'Joseph came out of the gates
«in full stride and doesn’t look
like he. plans on slowing down
any — which is just.going to
.push his 'squad to better them-
selves:even more.

“Most. schools end up with

: one or'two guys.in the front,”
. ;Smith. said. “We're going to

year are . M _

© Preketes, - Tingwall  and
Bergeson. They will be: leading

Joseph,
. 104

Vallerand, Scott ‘Wagner and
Mike Wheat,

“Wé are-a very young téam,”
Smith noted. “Young, but we’re
very experienced. This is a sea-

soned team .and I think- we're

. going to have an impact.”

The Wildcats are hoping to be

.in the hunt for the KVC title
this year as they are nearly

every season. Their biggest

foes, without a doubt, come in-

the form of Mavericks.
- “The consensus across the
state is that the state meet is
_Milford’s té lose,” Smith said.
“It's really true, because on
“paper-they are awesome.”
But that doesn’t mean Novi
can’t beat them.
“We scare-the bejabbers out
-of them,” Smith said. “They
have-to be ready when we run

~L-e apainst them: For-a-long time,

we were looking over our
shoulders. at who is coming up
‘behind us, but now' they are

looking over theirs. They are.

tough, but you never know who
_is-going to win.”

- The Wildcats are going to be
eyeing a conference title from
“the word go.

“If we stay healthy, we have
-the potential to be knocking on
the door for first place,” Smith
said. “We have to stay healthy,
and that’s the key.” :

Sam Eggleston is the sports
writer for the Northville Record
and the Novi News. He can be
reached at (248) 349-1700, ext.
~or at,
seggleston@ht.homecomm.net.
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SaLalo ITALH
Juprea:
Fun-
fhircs g Mo ihis sea-
o0,

Alig. 20 . Northille i © 430pm,
Sept. 4 - Howell - 4:30 p.m.
"SEPT.9 ' . LAKELAND , 4:30 P.M.
Sept. 16 o * Brighton HS' 4:30'p.m..
SEPT. 23 ~ SOUTH LYON | " 430PM.
“Sept. 30 " Hartland - - 4:30p.m.
0CT.7 MILFORD ‘ 4:30 P.M.
QOct. 11 Gabrie! Richard Invite - - . -2:25 p.m.
Oct. 20 S KVC Championships o 400p.m.
Qct. 25 MHSAA Regional - TBA
Nov. 1 MHSAA Finals @ M.LS. . TBA
Nota:Bold dates indicate home contests. ‘




By MARVIN GOODWIN

©Of The:Oakland Press

A strong season is expected since
mos!ofmetopboysremmfromlast
year. Once. Mitford will be in the
chase forétate honors with N Novi:élso
figuring prominently and Bloomfield

Hilis Lahser also a centender.

KENSINGTON VALLEY

Defending champlon: Mitterd

(Division 1 state runner-up, 7-0, dual
meets)

This year's favorite: Miford. The
Mavs retum six of seven state finalists,
Including a senlor contingent of Dan

DeRusha, Seth Thibodeau, Kyle Hanis
and Chad Murray. Each has all-stale
efforts in either track or. cross country,
Kyle and Cralg Morrison, sub-10-
fninute two-milers, also figure proml-
nently along with Dana Pitcock and

M Andersen. Tim Wilkins and Joel

' __VanDelwmpgivameMavsatopw
' .:‘mnmdwedtnmmmdepmm
Ibean unbelievable for the last two

yeais” Mavs coach Brian Selyers said.
“All those glys are mid-16s(16 min-
utes)orfaster'

‘The darkhorse: Novi; which tock
ﬂﬂrﬂﬂstatalastyearwmbenlpmm
meMavsvﬁmmkaooro.wyears
3 sophomore in the state, Eric:

, ?Hﬁprﬂ(ar ‘each with state maet experl-

ence. 'Wehaveplentyotguysvmoare
readytostepupmhyaar'saldNovl
coach Robert Smith-as Justin Namm,
Tingmn Nick Prekeias, Scott’ .
Berguson, NateQuayandDaander
madyﬁwusdvestomanh'npm
The wildcard: With a senlor-domi-
nated lineup; South Lyon potenﬁsny
has its strongest team in years. Jeff
Tschithart leads the retumees and he'll
have plenty of help.  have about15
seniors on the squad,” sald Lions:
coach Scott Smith. South Lyon was @
decelving 2-5 in dual meets, but lost
-gaveral closa ones. “The KVCisa;
mighty brutal place to run;’ Smnhsg[dr.
o's 1éft: Lakeland's yolng §

may’
Mﬂw&agtesmdevelophg..hnm
Steve Leonard; Mitch Weiner and
JasonSosrm:sldaIltanatmestate
meat last.

seascn along with sopho-
mores Brad Cralg and’ DanWelch. Josh'
and Ryan Matson Wi -

Par, Ale Rickeris and Ryan
‘alsohetp.WNe’Uhavetorelyonma

DeRusha;

Preseason top 10 boys

1. DanDeRuslw.MlM—Aleadmgnmnerforpasth
2. Mark Moore, Novi — Could have breakout season
3. Neal Maugmon, Walled Lake Western — Injury abruptly ended last sea

Semmlbodeau. Mittord — | lvm%cmtpehﬂve

Moore

5.Donnlemehmond.0xford—am
6. Chris Hammer, Troy

detennhaﬁon

‘Athens — Has a nose for the finish line

“Thibodeau:

1.John Bladgamm—omﬁmmvabtncannmwmmebest

&Mlkemtek, Bloomfield Lahser —The
nﬂ — Hard worker becoming more
10. KyleHarrls,Mllfo —Hasgpodﬁn@lngspeed

of the

Preseason Top. 10 boys teams

MIIM—M&VBIIBHOO to beat.
Knights often finish strong at

d.ﬂwvmd-

I.amer
4, Brother BIee—Warﬂorswlllconﬁnuelastseason‘sstmess.
5 Oxford — Could be Wildcats’ best season in years.

6. Troy Athens — Red Hawks have.com
lakeO. Dragons’ depth keeps.

tougheny meEaslsa :

ents for a contender.

oompejitive




Defmﬂnadlamﬂmnodm
{6-0 dual meets)-
This : Lake Orion.

The Dragons retum most of their key
runners, including Bllly Peterson, who
hopes to rebound from an illness-
plagued sophomore season after &
spariding freshman year, veteran Keth
Magic, Shawn Washer, Rob Shincuslkds
and Colin Motley, a sclid top five for the
Dragons. Jayson Lawtaon, Matt Martin,
Chris Neary and Ryan Dahl ghould
also help.

_'The darkhorse: Troy Athens.returns
Chris Hammer (17th at state), Aivin
Moore, Scott Brunning, Tom Clippard
and Nick Feni among its Ieading nun-

Bemal also figuring to help"All have
" thres or four years experience ... and
they're extremely motivated,” Athens

coach Mike Stallsmith seld:

Who's left: Although Rochester
retums five of its top eight runners,
they'll have to battle to be in the title
chase. Jason Day, Matt Chumbley,
Sam Watson, Brad Linden and Jordan
Rastz will Iea.d the Falcons. “You want
to defend your titte 50 you've got to
work harder,” Rochester coach Lany
Adams seld. “That should help them

help. I've got big question marks;’ he
said. “(because) we had a lot of gradu-
atton {losses).” Rochester Adams refies
- on Steve Czamecki with heip from
Brent Ma.annben Mike Moreland and
Vigintainer. Mait Paulian and Bill
Kurzlybwsld could a0 be factors.

.came while Birmingham Seaholm will

try to Keep its head above water,
Runner to watch: Brooks Cowan of

Wmontywhisseoondyearofcmss

Predicted finiah: 1. Lake Orlon; 2.

The Daity Oakland Press file photo/
BRANDY BAKER

Milford's Dan DeRusha is an
all-state athlete and one of
the big reasons why the
Mavericks are the top boys
cross country teamin -
Oaldand County.

Troy Athens; 3. Troy; 4. Rochester; 5.
Clarkston; 6. Rochester Adams; 7,
Birmingham Segholm

OAA I

DefendIng champion: Royal Oak
Kimball (8-1-dual mests)

This year’s favorite: Rochester Hiiis
Stoney Creek is certain to ciimb from
its fifth-place finish of last year with Jos
Corey lsading the way.

The darkhorse: Waterford Kettering
has the league's top runner, Justin
Switzer, and if the rest of the Captains

.catch up, they‘ll be-a factor.

deard: Despite pay-for-play,
AvondaiaMllbeeompeﬁﬁve,
The rest: Kimball won't recover from
graduation losses which also hit
Harnison hard.
Runner to watch: Justin Switzer

.could have a breakout season.

Predicted finish: 1. Stoney Creek;-
2, Waterford Kettering; 3. Avondale; 4.
Royal Oak Kimball; 5; Farmington
Harrison; 6. Royal Oak Bondero; 7,
Madison Heights Lamphare; 8,
Clawson

Defendin champlon. Bloomfietd
Hills Lahser (third at stete)

This year's favorite: Lehsar, The

Knights return their top sevenfrom last

CusadtandKlrﬂlZﬂmm"l‘hedw-

is to stay focused, keep working
ﬁ%eandgosgyayheawf%uhser

’ coach Nick Stration. .

The darkhorse: Farrmngton .The
Falcons retum Dan Cigy, Patrick
Whinnery and Kyte Mason, three varst-
ty nm:ikf’mm last season.

Andover.

The rest: Jon Halr and Jared Dean
should help Waterford Mait, who'll hope
fo beeompeﬁtive West Bloomfield’s
numbers are low and Noyth Farmlngton
is hurt by graduation.

Runner to watch: Colin O of West
Bloomfield.-

Predicted finish: 1. Lahser; 2.
Fanningtowa.sloonﬂietdl-ﬁus , .
Andover; 4. Bimingham Groves; K
Watsrford Mott;:6. West B!oomﬁeld. 7.
Nprth Farmington; 8. Beriey:

Rowland, Nolan Walter'and German
Guenaro will also hslp with

Ray
Sutherland sald, ‘(and)ﬂ'lay’repuﬁng
in a fittle extra eh'ort" n

The wildeard: Fenton wifl ba'onthe
Wildcats’ heels.

The darkhorse: Holly. Brian Godar
hais piled up the mileage this summer
while Jon Detrick and Kurt Marth
stwmdalsohelp.mmmmerﬁob
Qorinou:fglbdnghismpsﬁﬁvemss 4

Y ;

Whosleﬁ:BradLawrenoewl[lbe '
among Ortonville Brandm's leaders.

Fenton; 3. Holly; 4. Ortomﬁlearandon,
EmL:peeers.LapeerEastﬂ
en.

THE REST .
Birmingham Brother Rice will con- -
tend with Catholic Cénfral and Detroit- |
Jesuit in the Catholic League with a
roster including John Black (16t at
state), Ryan Gregory, Jason Hannawa
and Mike Balr,

Brendan Godvin leads Orchard:
I.nkeStMary’svnmhe{pfmled(
Battista and Spencer Jacobs.

Walled Lake Northemn jumps
ﬁrsthmmewweml.aleswm\hwes
of being competitive, with Bob Lawan,
Brad Thomas, Mihkey-Maves and
JasonBanﬂe!dhopingmma
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 Bovs’ Cross GOUNTRY
ilford
another push

for a state title

By David Goricki o
The Detrolt News oo
MILFORD — Briai Safyers

believes Milford is réady to'earn

the title of state champxon after
finishing runner-up in Division1

“the last two years.

“We're blessed w:th tremen-

‘dois talefit ... our most talented

group ever?” said Salyers, Mil-
ford's coach. “They have great
work ethic:and a great spirit. I
enjoy this group  lot. They have
some special apportunities
before them and it’s up to.them
to reach-their goal (of: wmnlng
state title)”

Milford has never won a state
title in cross country; falling two
points behind state champion
Rockford last season. Milford,
which was second to- Detroit
Catholic Central in 2001, was 17th
nationally last year and:1oth two
years ago.

“We have six of our top sevcn
runners returning and five have
been all-state in cross country
or track,” Salyers said.

Seniors Dan DeRusha, Seth
Thibodeau, Kyle Harris' and
Chad Murray anchor Milford’s
lineup, along with juniors Dana
Pitcock and Mike Anderson.

DeRusha is the defending
Oakland County champion (15
minutes, 22 seconds), but he
placed just 76th at state (16:35.20)
‘Thibodeau (25th, 15:59) and Har-
ris (29th, 16:05) earned. all-state
status with. Murray falling just
short of a top-30 finish (32nd,
16:07).

2, Saline: The team returns
six of its top seven runuers from
last year’s team, which finished
seventh in Dlvxsxon L

All-state seniors Dustin Voss -

and Neil Atzinger lead the
returning group. Voss finished
second -at state and set the
school’s record with a time of
15:21.  Atzinger placed mninth
(15:47). Seniors Dan Pinter, Jim
Hart and Brian Fisher andjuniors
Carter Bishop and Curtis Begley
will also contribute.

3. Bloomfield Hills Lahser:
It retyrns all seven of its top rub-
ners fromi last year's tean, which
placed third in' Division 2, mclud-

:mwiﬁion L

| inga!l-mters junior Bruce Kacz-

marek (24th, 16:1) and sopho-
more Mike Qitick (20th; 16:18).
4. Novi: All-state junior Mark

Muiie (8th, i5%47) leads-alineup

that placed third in Division 1

* last year. Senior Eric Joseph

(16:21) and juniors Spencer Ornes
(16:37) and Amol Hiuprikar

(16:48) are also returning starters.

§iDetroit Catholic Central:
The Shamrocks return three of

‘their topiseven rinners from last

year’s tedm, which placedifourth
in Division 1, includiing ‘seniors
David Lucas (38th, 16:12) and Dan
Horgan (42nd; 16:14). Juriior Max
Warking (16:30) is the other
returning staiter.

6. Ann Arbor Huron: Senior
all-stater Frank Tinney: (third
15:24) is among three starters
back from last year’s team, which
placed sixth in Division 1. Juniors
Adam Daoud (iG:52) and Austin.
Riker (16:56) aré the other return-
ing starters.

7. Troy Athens: It returns
four of its top five runners from

last year’s team, including all-
state senior Chris Hammer'(i7th,

15:54). Senior Scott Brunning
(17:07) and juniors Tom Clippard
(17:04) and Phil Shaheen (i7:20)’
are the other returning starters.
8. Birmingham Brother
Rice: All-state junior John Black

{(16th, 15:52) is among four return---

ing starters fromlastyeax’steam :
Seniors Jasori Hannawa (i6:48),

Ryan Gregory (16:53) and Mike
Bair are the “other returning

' startets

9. Sterling Heights The

team 'lost Macomb County

.champion Jeff Draggich to grad-

uation, but returns four of its top.
seven 'runners from last year's
team.

Junior Jimmy Partridge
(16:22), sophomore Mike:Craze
(16:50) and seniors Dominic Fano
(17:33) and Josh Bogus (17:58) are
returning starters.

10. Utica. Eisenhower:
Senior Matt Crampton (16126),

: sophomore Jon Davis (i7:36) and

junior Kyle Antosiel return for
the ‘defending Macomb €ounty
champion, Wthh placed 10thin




Top.runners P
Runner - School
1. Dustin Voss Saline
" He isthe favorite to win 'the: state title after his runner-up finish ast
Monday, August 25, 2603 | The Detroit News 9C season witha time of 15:21, setting the school's record;

e S S s e AR e
o i

e

3. Neil Atzmger Sen_ior | Saline.
He placed ninth with a time of 15:47 in Division 1 last year. Hewas  alsp.
thestate runner~up lnthe ].600 meters Iast spring wrth attme of 418

5. Dan DeRusha Senlor Mllford v
He earned the title of Oakland County champion with a time of 15: 92
last year, but struggled at smte with atime of16:35. '

7. Chrls Hammer

He finished 17th at state with a time of 15:554. | expect Christobe one
of the top four or five runners in the state." Coach Mike Stallsmith sa:d

e e e Lot et ad
9. James Erickson Senlor Belleville
He is looking. to |mprove on his 24th place finish (15.59) in Iast year's

state rneet.

Ricardo 'I'homas/ The Detroit News
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HEAT: Novi boys keep the
pace in Northville scrimmage

) By Sam Eggleston
§PORTS WRITER

Let’s just start off by saying
that it was plenty warm out
’;c(o)r the Novi Wildcats August

In the beating afternoon
.sun, the Wildcats boys’ cross
country team took to their
first compemion of the year
by: competmg in a scrimmage
against  the Northvnlle
Mustangs at
Cass
Benton.

“It's real-
ly warm
out,” Novi
coach Bob
Smith said after the event.
“We 've been practicing-in the
morning, so to. switch to the
afternoon like this:was a small
challenge for the guys.”

Boys' Cross
Gountry

Challenging indeed. The

Wildcats found themselves
runnifig ‘through the hilly
course.that the beautiful Cass
Benton pmwdes with blue

s}gn erliead. and not a

day :
__day for a 15:20 minute run.

|
|

“I think the guys did a.good
job today,” Smith said. T did-
n’t know what to expect-aut of
tliem with:this being their: -first

afternoon run, but lhey lived

up to any expectations. there
were.”

In fact, the trio that looks to
be the leaders of the Novi

cross country pack all came in

with the exact same times, as
though they all timed their
runs perfectly. Eri¢ Joseph,
who is quickly’ becoming a
premier runner with Novi, and
juniors Mark Moore and Amol
Huprikar all finished their
runs in 17 minutes, 35 sec-
onds — not bad for their first
time out in the sun.

Justin Namm was next in
line, finishing the run ‘in
18:12, while Scott Bergeson,
a senior, ran to an 18:56. Eric
Tingwall had a nice showing,
finishing up the_ course in
19:04, ‘while Nate Quay
recorded a 20:37 on the day.

Freshman Mike Wheat ran

to a 21: 15 finish, not too far -

ahead of teammate Darin

Styles. Brad Spisich finished ‘

in 21:55, while Scott Wagner
recorded a22:02. Alex Prasad
and Ricky Manza, both fresh-
man, finished just two sec-
onds. apast with a 22:06.and a
22:08, respectively. Pat

Can'oll ran a 22:14 for the

Wildeats,  while ‘Brenden
Neville notched a time. of 22:52.

‘Fellow Wildcat Steve Fantton .

took a 22: 53, while Andrew
Park ran a 22:54 and Matt
Thomas ran a 23:19. Klp.Mlllel'

first race in high school, while

" Chris Brandis competed his run

in 24:22. Turning in a time of
24:29 was Artun Kircali, while
fellow Wildcat Kevin Lee ran a
24:44 and Mike Beard ran a
26:45.

Andrew Macek recorded. a

27:05 ‘on the , day, Jorgen’
Dagslet ran a 28:34, Brad .

Bobryden notched a 30:06,
Peter Andrews ran a'31:10, Brad
Larson recorded a 31: 15 and

- Akira, Shinomiya finished in

- took home a time of 23:49in his " -

34:20: to round out the Wildcat

times. -Abhishek Rao, Spem:er‘ ‘
' Omes, Nick Preketes, Dam
" Bruder, Chris Machisak,

rapd and Rtley‘nLom

s situations:”
“We had most of the te

pammpanng, Smith. said. “We

had some injuries and some
sicknesses that stopped some of
our guys from running.”

The Wildcats are looking'

good though, and are no doubt
looking forward to their next
racé, which takes them to
Howell to compete against their
Kensington Valley’ Conference
rivals in  the ° Howell
Highlanders. The meet is slated
for September 4 at 430 pm.
Following that meet, the

'Wildcats will host the Lakeland

Bagles-at 4:30 p.m. September 9
as one of their three home meels

-thls year.
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)ses to an opponent other

y Sam Eggleston
SPORTS wanen

I's sttange to say, but coach

Bob Smith thinks this could be the
. best thing to happen to his squad

this year. '
What is it he’s talking about? A
loss, actually,

‘Novi Wildcats boys cross
country: team took their first regu-
lar-season loss 10°a team other than
Milford. for the first time since
1997. The Howell Highlanders
came out with something to.prove,

‘and they did so with a 27-28 win.

over one of the top teams in the
Kensington Valley Conference.
“It really was a heck of a meet,”

"Smith said. “But it.all boils down

to us being complacent for the last
year and a half or.so. There were
signs that we were getting away
from the. root of -what made us
good. That came back to haunt us

.in a big way.”

Though the Wildcat harriers
were the'ones who took the loss on

e oourse, Smith is takmg full

i "hlhty for. the entire event.

have even been a little complacent
myself, or ‘at least -allowed it to
happen For that, I'll take. mspbﬂ‘gx-
bility. I just haven’t been working
them like I should be” .

Mark Moore was the first to.
cross the line in the race, complet-
ing his run in 16:23, while Eric
Joseph took second in 16:38. From
there through fifth place, it was all
Howell, with Spencer Ornes taking

sixth in 17:17 and then'two more

Howell runners finishing behind
him.

*“This was the best thing to hap-
pen to this team,” Smith said. “Tt
was definitely a wake-up-call for
us. It shows us that we’re vulnera-
ble; and that we can’t survive on
history, memory or wishes. It all
has to come back to hard wo

Any idea of competing for the
Kensmgton Valley Conference title
may be out the window for the
Wildcats- — but Smith said that
was becoming a goal that was
slowly. pulling further and further
away from his squad.

“Milford is cunem.l ‘ranked”.
seventh in the naﬁnnf he. safd.
“We're not there. We'ye not even
close to that. Right now, we can't
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“It was definitely a wake-up call-for us.
It shows us that we’re vuinerable, and
that we can’t survive on history, memory -
‘or wishes. It all has to come back to hard

work »

- BobSmith
Boys Cross Country Coach

€veni expect to beat ‘them unless
-some really strange things begin to
‘happen.”

The squad is eying a possible
second-place finish or a second-
place tie‘in their conference,

“There's, really no difference
between the two,” Smith said.
me guys really seemed to accept

“The- Wildcats did leam a very
valuable lesson from the loss —
this:should be a- onwonly expen-
ence this:year.

“We’re:not going to let this hap-
pen again;” Smith said. “If we lose,

it’s not going to be because we

'weren't -prepared. I really felt as

though ‘that were the problem this

time, and I just didn’t have them -

prepared the way they 'should have
men . .

The Wildcats boys’ soccer team
didn’t react in a negative way,
which was different than most
would have done.

“They are a pretty even-keel
team,” Smith said. “I was kind of
surprised.the way they reacted, but
they don‘t get overly excited ' with

ﬂmtsagood frame of mind.”-

“Stuiith, jon the other hand, does
react.. .

“I don’t take losmg very well,”
Smith said. “But, I am leaming
from the guys every day as well. I
"do think we're going to be on the
winning track after this, and
maybe this whole learmng experi-
ence was a-positive one.” )

The Wildcats are slated to get

right back into the conference

match-ups when -they visit
Brighton September 16 at 4:30
p.m. before hosting .the Lions of
Southi Lyon.September 23, which
also begins at 4:30 p.m:

U of D Invitational

In what is known as an “open”

Iun, any person can take to a
course and compete. This can
cause problems when it comes to
keeping team scores, but that is
sometimes the best thing for a
program, X
“We turned this race into one
for the less' experienced guys,"
Smith said. “Our next wave, you
might say”

Thie older runners, or more expe-

1}

'kept a couple of the guy

rienced onés at least, ]Jke Moore

‘and the otehr top-lO runners on the

squad, were given an.-alternate

'workom that day but still showed

‘up to not only-cheer on'their fellow

“Wildcat harriers; but also the dads
that ran the race as well.

“Itwas nice to'see;” ‘Smith said.

‘“The older kids setupithe tent and’

did everything for the dads
instead of the other way- around.”

The Wildcats even sfuc ng
to be the cheering section
friends.

“They pushed: -the
cheéred them as ‘spe
Smith said. “1 really

race?
Rxcky Manza was the ﬁ”m"@at
across the line. Following him

‘was Pat Carroll and then’ Mike

Wheatand Scott Wagner. '

“Qur first four guys: “to" finish-
were freshman,” Smith smd
“That was really good to see.”

Steve Fannon, a sophomore,
was next for the Wildcats fol-

lowed by Matt Thomas; ‘Brenden

Neville, Darin Styles, Brad.
Spisichi-and Mike Beard o round
out the top 10.
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ricts learn o "t?lei;’s”“@n from*Hellfll'o‘ss, ‘_

back w1th a vengeance at Walled Lake Western Inv1tat10nal

-By Sam Eggleston
SPORTS WRITER

Any time a member of your
team takes a place in the top. 10in

a-tournament, it’s an.accomplish-
ment. Any time'a team takes first
in a tournament, it'’s worthy of
applause.

Well, for the Novi Wlldcats
boys Cross country team, winning
the Walled. Lake Western
Invitational on “The Hill” is an
applause-worthy  accomplish-.
ment. ‘ .
77 Not only did the Wildcats find

seir squad finishing first in the
Jumor/semor portion of the event

with an impressive 47 points, they
also found their squad taking third

in the freshmanlsophomore race
with 95 points.

If that weren't enough, Novi
finished third, fifth, sixth and
ninth in the overall race as junior
Mark Moore paced his squad with
#, 16:46. Eric Joseph, who could
easily become one of the premier
unners.in Michigan by the end of
Ahe-year, completed the course in

just 16:58, which was good for
fifth.place.

Amol Huprikar, who is also a
Junior on the Wildcats ‘cross coun-
try team, tallied a 17:06 for sixth
place, while Spencer Ornes ran a
17:42 for.ninth.

Running “The Hill” at Walled
Lake Western is never an easy
task. The course, which is the
length of a traditional cross coun-
try course for high school, is a
path that takes runners up and
down two-rather large hills. Out of
the duo of land masses, “The
Hill” is the one that is known for
climbing times on even the best

runners in the Western Lakes’

Activities Association where the
Warriors of Walled Like Western
compete, as well as everyone who
participates in the WLW
Invitational. .

Novi tumed in some impressive

numbers with their run, proving
they are ready to bounce back
from their loss to the Howell
Highlanders in their opening meet
of the -Kensington Valley

Conference last week. Their five-
man average came in at an
astounding. 17:39 and their first-
through-fifth pack time was a
jaw-dropping 2:08..

On this coitrse, home-field
advantage is definitely evident.
Not only does Walled Lake
Western hold the key to good
times through intense training on
the course each and every day, but
they also develop their runners.to
know the ins and outs of ,mnning

-on such rolling terrain. In fact, the

home-course advantage was.so
clear, no one could dispute it after
the winner of the junior/senior
event came in at 16:25 and wear-
ing ‘the silver and blue of the
Western  Warriors as Neal
Naughton took first in the run. For

" and 12:30 for the junior. varsity,

the freshman/sophomore race,
Todd Bowwau, also of Walled

-Lake Western, ran to a ﬁrst-place .

finish in a Ume of 18 0l.

The Wildcats  cross country
team will be back in ‘action
Saturday when they run_ the
Shamrock ‘Invitational at' Cass.
Benton Park. Scheduled start time
is 11:30 p.m. forthevarsnty team

September 23 finds Novi hos
South Lyon at 4:30 p.m. in:a
Kensington Valley Confeteﬁge
match-up at Cass Benton::

Sam Eggleston- is- the E
writer for the Northville
the Novi News. He can be's
at (248) 349-1700, ext. I
seggleston@ht,homecommy.net.
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By ‘Sam Eggleston
SPORTS WRITER

The Novi Wildcats boys’
_cross country team was well
aware that their loss earlier this

season meant‘one thing to them..

- it was time:to refocys their
efforts on the season..

Refocus and redirect their
energy was exactly what this

squad did as they marched to'a

perfect 15 points to ‘Brighton’s
46.

Eric Joseph led the charge
for the: Wildcats, eamning first
place with an applaud-worthy
time. of 17:00, as did the sec-
ond-place  Mark  Moore.
Speucer Ornes. showed some.
improvement, continuing his

‘ steady climb for bettéring his

times as he took: third wnth 8
17:50. v

Notching fourth was Amol
Hupnkar, who has consistently
been one of the top runners in
the  Kensington Valley
* Conference. He ran a 17:34,
Justin Nammi, a junior, collect-

. ed a 17:36 to help the Wildcats

. sweép thé top five spots.

‘Scott Bergeson took eighth
‘in 1hé meet, notching a 17:50
fof ‘hi%.. personal best time to

round out the top-10 -for the
Novi harrier squad. The
"Wildcats didn’t have too much
trouble with their Brighton
opponents, but still find them-
selves looking up at-Milford in

the conference standmg as the:
Mavericks remain undefeated:

this year.:

Novi, however, has ceased to-

worry about the KVC title.

Instead, their focus is on-pack
‘times, team performance and,

for long term goals, the
Regional.

Novi will return to action-
when they wisit the Hartland
Eagles in a Kensington Valley
match-up
September 30 at.4:30 p.m. On'

Conference

October 4; the “Cats will take*a

road trip and:.compete: in the

Oakland County meet at 10

a.m. Three days later, the much.

anticipated match-up: against

the Milford Mavericks will be:

held at home, at Cass Benton,
at 4:30 p.m.

Catholic Central
invitational

In the Catholic Central
Invitational, the Wildcats
brought out the best’ of the best

67th, while Brad Spisich- toqz_’
79th with a time of 20:30. ¥

: V1 d C atS tram c
Bl.‘lghton Bu ldo gs

“in their younger runners as

Catholic Central took first
place in their own meet with 49
points. Novi, 'on the other
hand, finished lOth with 290
points.

Pat Carrol] ‘was: the ﬁtsi
across'the lme for the:Wildeats|
finishing in' an overall 49t}
place with-a time of 19:13 tq
set his own personal record, as
«did Mike Wheat, who ran (0
‘56th place in 19:24..

Kip Miller took third- overal]
for the varsity squad, rurining 3
19:26 to set his career bes
while finishing in 59th plac
-while Scott Wagner took 63
with.a 19:35.

Steve: Fannon set a personal
best with a 19:48 to finish i

“In the. _]lll‘llOl' varsity, race;
freshman- Mike Beard pace

‘his squad with an 18th-place

overall finish in atime.of 19:2
to set his career-hest record. .

Sam Eggleston. is the sport
writer for the Northville:Record
and the Novi News. He can be-

.reached at (248) 349-1700, ext:

104 or a1
seggleston@ht.homecomm, net. )
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Boys

Howell 20, Lakeland 35 ,
MILFORD — The Highlanders
were-led by Justin Schenkel, who-
‘covered the Possum Hollow course
4n 17 minutes, 31 seconds. ‘
*Justin ran an excellent race’

2y Howe

- The Highlanders improvediio:2.
1'in‘the KVC. They will run in'the;
Jackson Javitational on Saturday.

Pinckney 17, Hartland 47

DEXTER — The Pirates
grabbed the top three places to.put
the meet awayat Hudson ‘Mills
‘Metropark: -

Erik Reichenbach won in a
photo finishs over teammate Ian
Boyle, finishing the race at 16:59.

Jon Lenik was the top finisher
for the Eagles, finishing in fourth
place with a time of 17:14.

Novi 15, Brighton 43 '

BRIGHTON — Novi took the
first five. places in improving to 2-
1 on the season. _

“Novi was impressive,”
Brighton coach Bob Ritsema said.
“From sixth place to 26th, they had .
two kids.and we had the rest; We
just'have to keep moving that paik
u -.ll . " .

The: Bulldogs travel to Howell
oo Sept. 23,




By-Sam Eggleston
SPORTS WAITER L

'THeY&wis one thini fof wilifes

‘when"the” J;fov: Wittcaslio

cross country: team: hosted - 1he: "’

South Lyds Lions — they coild-

n't underestimate their oppo- )

nents.

South. Lyon, which has a-

threatemng team. to- any  squad

Conference, was as serious of a
risk of bringing a.loss to Novi

"as any other-team the Wildcats:

have run against this year —
which is one of the reasons
Novi was so- happy to escape
with an. 18-39-victory.-

“They-.are. a team that is °
" capable. of ‘winning,” Novi

coach Bob Smith said. “We had
to take them as seriously as we
take any other teams out there.
They are a.deep team and their
Ww squad matches up with pret-

z much anyone in the ‘confer-

e

_The Wildcats definitely
weren’t complaining when they
had the top.three runners cross
the line. wearing the familiar
green-and-white. of Novi:
Junicr- sensation Mark Moore:

‘and senior Eri¢ Joseph were

first, crossmg the line side-by-
side for a time of 16:45,.while
junior Amol Huprikar notched
a 16:46 for third place aud a
career-best.

“Amol has really set hlmself
up this year thanks to the work
he put‘in during the summer,
Smith said. “He has put the

‘time ‘and energy into making

himself . a great runner, and T

saw that way back in August.”
‘The Wildcat pack was then

broken up by South Lyon’s Jeff

Tschirhart, who ranto a fourth- -

place finish with a time of
17:14, -while. Novi's Spencer-
Ornes finished fifth wnh A
% 7:18.

—e——

on|

-Another - South Ljon harrier -
by the name: of Andrew Keller .
finishéd sx’xth -in ‘the: rup; gol= -

in the Kensington Valley = -lecting.a 17:27 for his efforts,

while Justin Namm- of Novi

took seventh with a 17:32 to set.

a career-best-mark.

“We had some good runs for
everyone,” Smith said.

The Lions weren’t out of
contention though, and injuries
to the top:three runners from

Novi could have easily meanta .

different outcome,

“If we didn’t have our top -
three front runners, we. would

have lost,” Smith said after
glancing over the score sheet.
“That’s the kind of threat South

Lyon is. Anyone who. runs-
against them has to give them

the respect they deserve.”

¢ The Wildcats are gearing .up:
. for the final stretch of their sea-

son through October, and the
first major test.of the Novi har-
riers’ individual abilities will
come Saturday at the Oakland
County meet.

Thursday, October 2; 2003-NGVINEWS

There, Smith said he is plan-
ning on letting his guys. break:

out and run_without worrymg
‘aBodt’ ﬁab’k fimés, v o

~-"They-tansgo-all-out without-

thinking:- dbout.- lhe pack" or
keeping together, ’ he said.
Moore will no doubt appreci-
ate that, as he, Joseph and
Huprikar have been packing
.their times throughout the year,
“He may be a little rusty .at
first,” Smith said of Moore.
“But, it won’t take long and
he’ll be back in old form.”
Novi’s bigge,st difference
this year when it comes to see-
ing how Moore will break out
in his first real chance to do so
is that they don’t have another
front runner that has truly chal-
lenged him all season as Brian

Gilchrist did in 2002. Joseph,

however, has been striving to
keep strides with his fellow
‘Cat,. and will be looking to
take over the role Gilchrist
played Jast year.

“Enc has a lot of potential,”

Smith said. “He sees himself as:
an all-state runner, :and. he'’s

capable of it. He:has a good.
view of 'what'he'is ard whetihe

--will-be-able-1-accomplish 2

But' tHar doedn’t, el all
runners who deserve -all-state
status are going to get it this
year — and that’s not a bash on
the Novi harriers who- are hop-
ing.to get it.

“This is pn:obably one of the

. most competitive cross coum.?r

seasons ever,” Smith said.
“Guys who are all-state runners
won’t necessarily be getting
all-state honors, and a few guys
who aren’t all-state might step
up for that.one race‘and get it,
That’s how compeétitive cross
country is.”

Sam Eggleston is the sports
writer for the Northville Record
and the Novi. News. He can be
reached -ar (248) -349-1700, ext,
104 or ‘at

. seggleston@ht.homecomminet. . -
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N Now coach Bob Srh-lth wants hIS brother to pay up

By Sam Eggleston
SPORTS WRITER

In a situation that can only .be
described ‘as disturbing, some harsh
allegations have recently surfaced

about the boys cross.country coach‘
‘ gas South Lyon.High School -

opened. hns waillet in a long,

In‘the anfiual . Novx High-School
boys' cross country meet againstithe

- Lions, Wildcat coach Bob Smith
* always extends his hand in a friend-

ly bet with the South Lyon coach -~
who’s name just happens to be Scott
Smith.

“He owes me about. three years
worth of gteak dinners;” Bob Smith
said of the-culprit. “He is so.cheap

~ that he won't open his, wallet and .

pay what he owes me.”

‘That allegation, however, is in
serious doubt by the accused.

“My ‘brother likes to eat,” Scott
Smiith retorted. “He has a veracious
appetite and is infamous for being a
cheapskate. He always tries to fina-
gle some way to get a free meal out

* of me”

Scott Smith, however, didd’t deny
the actual bet of d steak ditifier goes
to: thewmner, hut: n’.spbllded—wﬂbi

quiick'éomplaint. - ‘

It’s lnndofﬁmnythattheume
the Avepius’s and the Moores start-
ed arriving was when the steak din-
ner bet came up,” he said. It defi-
mtely didn’t come out of nowhere, it
just coincided with the arrival of
(Mark) ‘Avenius and (Tim) Moore.”

Bob Smith didn’t respond on:that
isue, but noted that he didn’t want

" to-resort to such drastic measures as

bringing this -dirty. secret iof his

: mesmtothefomfmntofnwdla

NOVI NEWS-Thirsday, October 2, 2003

“1 wantedtobemce,”hesmd.
“But, I'told him I would call him out
on it pretty soon. I didn’t want to go
public, but after not getting what
was owed to me; last year and the
year before, I ﬁgumd 1 better go to:
thie media

One thmgwas for sure after both

partiés ‘were'intérviewed — both,
‘thought the other was. trymg to save
as much money as possible.

“He will find the cheapest way
possible,” Bob. Smith said when
asked how his brother will repay the
debt. “I know he is budget con-
scious, but as long-as he ends up
paying the bill I'm ‘satisfied.”

Scott Smith, on the other hand,
felt that perhaps it was because of
his brother’s age that the confusion
-of who owed who-a steak dinner
was bemg bmught out.

“He is my much older brother
after all” he said.’ ‘Whenyougetas
.old as ‘Bob, ‘you're. memory' has
trouble ascertaining the truth.”

So, is Scott Smith suggesting it’s
possible his: brother might actually
have. forgotten the debts were
already paid?

“*“It's” more than possxblé "

-—answexed; “Is'definitely: .»,,

"Accorditig to Bob Smith, the de
has been'paid in a rather “spotty"
sequence through the past 10 years
= all ofwhlchﬂ:eNovn coach has
won,
But, thme:sasoluuontoall of the
confusion and may‘hem Bobis will-
Cingto acoept a meal for: his- entire
family of himself, his wife, Pam,
and his daughter, Samantha. -
“Pll take his wife and daughter
out,” Scott Smith replied to the sug-
gestion. “T’ll-do so surely out of the

- well- aware of' t -
“Wéﬁavembeoutandinpublic:’

goodnessofmylmrtandﬂxelove

and respect I have for my family.”

But what about Bob?

“He's welcome to come - along,”
the South Lyon coach said. “But he
has to pay for his own mgeal”

" With so many allegations and’
.accusations flying back'and forth, it
-doesn’t seem that the situation will

be concluded any -time in the near
future,
Though Scott Smith: has offered

to take both Pam and Samantha

Smiith out to steak dinners with his
brother being forced to purchase his
own, the South Lyon coach would-
ntgoasfaraspmpmnungadawor
place.

“In. wanting- to avoid being
coerced by Bob to-provide him with

“his. much desired free. lunch, I will

say that after the cross country sea-

“son is oves, I will be happy to cele-

brate. South Lyon’s come-from-
‘behind victory at the. KVC' teet

with his wife"and daughter?” Scott -  : -
Smith said. “Bob is more than wel- - .

come to tag along”
If and when his brother ever

decides to come through on the debt . -

that he feels is owed, Bgb Smith
smdhewxllmakesureevwonels

he said of the débt’s evérnitual pay-
ment. “1 want him to be seen open-

mgh:swalletandpaymgthebﬂl 1
_might even take a picture with my
- digital camera and send it in to the
.Sauth:Lyon ‘Herald and ‘the Novi -

News”

And maybe, one day, that event

will take place. But, Bob Smith bet-
terbeprepamd—lnsbroﬂlerrmght
just ask to ‘borrow some money to
foonheexpensts

. S
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It your business would like to sponsor our. Atlilétes of the Week
_ please contact
mMngaﬂgmmkee;gh i Jennifer Walker, Novi News /\dvcmsm;3 Exectitive
it ty meet to, help the (248) 3
jwalker@ht.homecorhm.net
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Pirate runners fall m the rain to Now

berohn Muetler
DAILY. PRESS & ARGUS

PINCKNEY — ,Some'like_dfthe
weather conditions, and some did-
n't.

A cold and persistent rain fell
throughout Tuesday’s Kensington
Valley Conference cross country
meet between Pinckney and Novi,

-and both of Pinckney’s squads
" Jost as the result of consistent
Wildéat finishes.

“The weather made it hard, and
it was cold,” Pinckney runner
Matt Gerardx said as he huddled
under the gazebo at Hudson Mills
Metropark after the boy&losaby a

* s¢ore of 24-31.

“When' we started we were
. pumped up, but the rain just gets.
5) you, after a wlnle,” he said.
-+ gt Temst

]

e spirits go down.:.
fn’ixi  did !

But  some . members of
i!inékney s girls team, which fell
by ‘& score of 24-38, said they
Aacmally pteferred the harsb condi-

uggs.

Be weather condmons deter-
'he- Who's tougher, and we like -
that” said Lynsey Ardingo, who
finished in first place for the girls
in a fime of 20 mmutes, 36 §ec-

[+
, l'&“‘It' all ‘mental when it rams,
4nd it’s kind of fun for us,” she
- said, “We llke to splash in the
‘mud ‘puddles”
,“This was the last duauneet of
gl_;e segson for "both teams.
. Pinckney’s boys ended the KvC
season. with a record of 5-2, and
are:currently tied for second place

Novi runs past Plnckney harrlers

Continued from page 1

with Novi and Howell behind
Milford.

boys ooach Tom Camey
felt his squad should've handled
Tuesday's weather conditions better.

“It should’ve been closer,” he said.
“We usually like running in mud. But
Novi was a lide more well-rested
than us;

Jan Boyle was lelmey s highest
placer in the boys’ competition, tak-
ing second place in a time of 16:14.
Nick Katsefaras took a fifih place’
with a 16:32, Levi Hoh! finished sev-
enth (17:07), Mark Wehrman took

-eighth (17:08) and Erik Reichenbach
‘took ninth (17:15) to round out the
Pirates effort.

Since joining the KVC a few yeaxs
aga, Pmclmeyhas yetto notch a cross
country win over Novi.

“We've'had trouble with Novi, but
every year we seem to get a little bit
claser to them,” Hohl said.

“It was a
good race
today,’
‘Boyle said.
“We went
out hard, '
and we'll leam from the whole thing”

Novi boys coach Robert Smith
said Tuesday’s meet was a break-
through performance of sorts for his
Wildcats.

“This was a big meet” he said.
“We've been hampemd by injury and
sickness, but we're an October and
November team, and we're starting to
cruise.”

‘But Smith-was quick to acknowl-

" RounDUP

edgethatl’mch:eywasn tthatwsxlo
‘ ‘ou;mn.

“Coach Camey has put together a
heck of a team,” he said. *“He’s a
classyguy.andwelmewnwmﬂdbe
abarde”

Rinckney plays host to the KVC
meet on Monday at the same course,
and. the Pirates are hoping ‘a good
showing will break them out of the
three-way second-place tie.

“We'll be fine,” Camney said. “But
good luck beating Milford.”

Pinckney’s girls ended the regular
KVC season with a record of 2-5,

Pinckney’s Nick Katsefaras runs next to lan Boyle‘durlng
Tuesday’s meetfat Hudson Mills. Boyle finished setond'

overall, while Katsefaras flnished flfth

which has them tied with Hartland

nwrthcbottomofthelmguestand-‘

ings.
Following Ardingo’s ﬁrst~place
finish, Jennifer Pope tock third in a

time of 20:59, Brittany Jensen placed’

eighth (21:17), Kate Uitti took 12th
(21:38) and Erin Blackbum finished

at 14th (21:42).
“We’ve never beaten Novi, and we
knew "they’d have a great pack,’
girls coach Jeff Hollobaugh

Pinckney
said. “Novi is really solid.”

"Iheyhadapack

)
" the front and we couldni’t get aheadof- 'ﬁ-lgﬁton 18; South Lyon 43
" them,” Pope said. -

Despite the loss, Hollobaugh is
looking forward to Monday’s KVC
meet. '

“The more experience.you have
with your home course, they better
you'lldo;” he said. “But the KVC will
beverychallengmg.'lhmsoneofthe
toughest leagues in the state.”

Boys

Bnghton 22, South Lyon 37

SOUTH LYON — Though South
Lyon was making a run at grabbing

the first several places at 'mesdays
KVC meet, the Bulldogs persevered
at the end. :

Brighton’s Derek Shortt woi the
race in a time of 16:56; followed by
Adam Tems in third place (17:17),
Garreit Lafata in fifth place (17:27),
Daye Hebert in sixth place (17:36)
and Dave Suchanek in seventh place
(17:36) to round out the Bulidog
effort.

Brighton bettered its KVC record

w28

SOUTH LYON — Brigtiton fresh-
man Ali Nichols won her first varsity
race on Tuesday in 20:18 (0 lead the
Bulldogs.

“It was really good for Ali to win
like that” Bnghton girls coach Gary
Meehan said.

Susie Rivard (20:27) and Natalie
Grabowski (20:36) were righi behind
Nichols for second and dmlplaoe,
Stephanie Viener (20:52) came in.
fifth and Jenna Noss (21:02) finished
seventh. : '
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SCOREBOARD

Boys cross country

WATERFORD MOTT 19, WATERFORD MOTT 43
1. Justin Switzer 16.37 (WK); 2. Jooy Lopez (W)

* 18.14; 3. David Bovio (WK) 18.51; 4.84n Billings (WK}

1858:5. Owen claton (WKJ10.25.
AECORDS — Kettering 6-2

KVC MEET

Erie Joseph (N) 16:35, 11. Steve Leonard (L) 1641,
12.Tim Wikins (M) 16:48.

Girls cross country

KVC MEEY
{at Kudson Mills Motropark)
TEAMS «— 1. MiNord 25; 2. 37, 3. Hartland

Brighton
+ 117; 4. Soufh Lyon 127; 6. Howoll 128; 8. Novi 137 7.

Pinckney 144; 8. Lakeland 173.°
INDIVIDUALS — 1. Lisa Canty (M) 19:12, 2. Suo
() 19232, 4.

Nm(a)m& 12, Stephartio Vienicr 20:37.

Girls swimming

BLOOMFIELD HILLS ANDOVER 102,
LAKE ORION 84

200 MEDLEY RELAY — Lake Orfon (Erin Sutton,
Pemy Milchell, Elzabeth Gaivan, Nathalie Comet)
wsa.zoomse Enﬁwnm(w)zmza.zoo

— Galvin (LO) 2:20.42; 50 FREE — Mogan Casal
(B)MBMNG Jutla Kartush (B} 159.65; 100
BUTTERFLY — Gaivan (LO) 1:08.26; 100 FREE —

‘Casai (B) 57.60; 500 FREE == Roasch.(L0) 6:39.67;

200 RELAY, = Nmz.Saumhsn
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“to the team
golid. But so have the contri-

www theoaklandpress.

Milford sweeps

Cross country meet

By MARVIN GOODWIN .
Ot The Daity Oakiand Press

PINCKNEY — Milford’s
Lisa Canty put the ﬁmshing
touches on a
with her strmght
Kensington Valley Conference
cross country title. .

But she’s not taking all the
credit, as Milford’s boys and
girls — who both ended the
season unbeaten in dual

meets — dominated one of the

state’s toughest conferences
Monday at Hudson Mills

ark.

“Pve been fortunate that
I've inherited my mom’s body,
Canty said after leading the
girls to the team title with 25
M

ideal running
e and the gi;a;lciti: shtz

d any significan
injuries, Canty’s contribution
over the years is

butions of the other Mavs.
“Everyone’s come really
close together this year;,” said

‘Canty, who clocked 19:12 for

the flat, 5-kilometer course.
“We feel we all trust each
other in competition.”

P . Megan Jambeck (third),
amarn, Kristin Granroth (fourth),

Mallory Farffum (elghth) and

. ners,

Carly Green (nmth) were the -
Mavs’ top finishers. Brighton

'wasseoondthh37pomts

have been mgm
" gaid Milford coach
dheiegponie
t p was a big
of what we have.”
Meanwhile, Milford's one-
two punch of Seth Thibodeau
and DeRusha locked.
down the first two places as
the boys scored 26 pomtsto
win their third straight title,
Thibodeau finished in 15:37

' and'DeRusha was 14 seconds

behind. Novi’s Mark Moore
(16:01) and Amol Huprikar
(16:15) were third and fifth,

: l'esgech astheWildcats
took second. :

OneoftheMavs’fnpnm .
Amderaen.wasou
of the lineup due tox -

cleosis, according to Sal

“He’s done for the. yea{;erﬁe :
said. “It's tough to lose a kid
that can run 15 58. (But) as

lsarerankedNo 3mthe
state Bothwﬂlcompeteat

the Division 1 .
Satuirday at Clfir mﬂ&on. ]
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Surprises at KVC cross country

Hartland, Howell girls sgrge_!:‘iqt;q}in}p!ace tie; Pinckhey- boys third

Photo by TODD VANSICKLE

§

/4

Howell's Adam French gains ground on a Novi runner

. Monday. French finished ninth overall.

BOYS: 1:Milford; 2. Novi;:
3. Pinckney; 4. Howell; 5.
{ Lakeland; 6. Brighton; 7.
South Lyon; 8. Hartland
GIRLS: 1. Milford; 2.

i Brighton; 3. Hartland,

I Howell, Novi (tie); 6.

| South Lyon; 7. Pinckney;>
} 8. Lakeland

Meanwhile, in the'boys,compe-
tition, Milford didn't surprise
anyone with its 26-point first-
place finish. _

“We have a tremendous core of

,8enjors this year that have ener-

gized us for four years” said
Milford boys and girls coach
Brian Salyers, speaking of both
squads. “We have 19 boys and
girls, the boys cheer the girls on

“and the girls cheer the boys on.

It’s like a family.”" )
Novi ended up in second place
in the meet with 68 points;
Pinckney took third (70), Howell
placed fourth (89), Lakeland took
fifth (120) and - Brighton placed

 sixth (126), followed by South

Lyon.(177) and Hartland (339).

“We were. expecting and hop-

ing 1o take second, but Novi-was
definitely ready,” Pinckiiey run-

" ner Mark' Wehrman said.

Leading the way for the Pirates
was Ian Boyle, who posted g’
i_iétigp!ace. finish in 3 time. of

AT LT e e e
- few- of Howell's, runners
commented that their results svere
considerably below their expecta-
tions. N

“We wanted to finish second or
third,” said Howell runner Adam
French, who led the Highlanders
with a ninth-place finish in 16:34.
“We did do better than in previ-
ous years, but we wanted to do
even better than that.”

“Half of our guys ran pretty
well, and the other half didn't,”

"Howell boys coach Paul Webster

said. “Either way, we knew the
race for second, third and fourth
place would be a dogfight. We

definitely have one of the tough-

est leagues around.”

Brighton’s Tom Gienapp said
the Bulldogs also didn’t unup to
their potential. -

“We didn’t all run our best
times, I guess,” he said with a
shrug. “It was an off day, kind of.
Milford is pretty tough-to’ beat,
because they go one-two all the
ﬁme.O) - . 3 .
Derek Shortt led Brighton fin-
ishing 15th place (16:53). '

For Hartland, Jon Lenik led the
Eagle effort with a 38th place
(17:57). S

In the-boys’ final league stand~
ings, Pinckney took third; Howell
took fourth, Brighton took sixth
and Hartland took eighth.
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05§ country tenmS‘ did
nd both ‘managed:to

‘wet and sloppy

- The: boys wilked away wuh a
24-32 'win over the Pinckney
harriers; while the girls notched

. 8.24-36 victory over them.

Qur guys are showing ‘that
' they are’ ready for the chal-
lenges coming up,” Novi-boys

ach: Bob Smith said. “We are
:an October team.”

The. P;rates came into the
boys: s meet with a 5-1 record in

the KVC.and found themselves
leaving with a 5-2 mark — which
happens to be the ‘same mark
Novi left the meet with after
earning the win.

“We knew it would be a close
contest,” Smxth said. “The plan

was for-ouir-top guys to go out
-and set ‘a hot pace, challenging

Pinckney early. The strategy
worked ot perfection.”

Four. of the Novi boys broke
the 17-minute barrier as ﬁ1ey

‘fought through the pouring rain
- and slick ' conditions.
- Moore was: the first across the

Mark
finish line, leading the top four
from Novi. Not far behind wére

— who set personal bests despite

the horrid weather. Spéncer

found themselves finishing sec-
Eric Joseph and Amol Huprikai ~ -

'Omnes ﬁmshed fourth and also
set a personal best time.

“Justin Namm, Scott

Bergeson and Eric Tingwall .

rounded out our top seven with

-great urnes and gutsy perform-
‘ances,” Smith said;

Senior- ‘Nick Preketes also set

:a career best with his 18: 11
time.

“He is quickly closmg the gap
with the fast racing top seven,”
Smith commented and then
looked at’ some underclassmen
times. “Freshman Kip Miller's
time of 18:12 demonstrated a

_ gritty will to win.”
finishers who all happened to be

- In the girls race, the Wildcats

ond, fourth, ﬁfth sixth and sev-
enth to earn the. win. First
across the line for Novi was
Patti Ramos, while’ Samantha
White took fourth,. Meghan
Bannatz took fifth, Laura.
Brunner took sixth. and Laihe
Williams took seventh;.
~ The victory boosted the glrls
record to 5-2 fo end the KVC
dual meet schedule. -
The girls also found them-
selves finishing with an impres-
sive ‘pack time as their one-
through five runners finished

_just 22 seconds. apart, and theijr:

one through seven runfers weig
all clocked at just.a 30 second
dnfferental



Men’s cross country has
arichhistory at Novi. Since
1998 cross country has

placed 1st, 1st, 2nd, 10th,

and 3rd at the state champi-

onships. When this year's

team had a rocky start, they
knew they had to change and
fast. _

“Running as many miles
as we did this summer
helped me feel more confi-
dent about our squad,” jun-
ior Amol Huprikar said..*In
the past, runners who have
run high mileage have suc-
ceeded. It helps against in-
jury and prepares you for the
hard workouts that make
you run faster.”

The Wildcat cross coun-
try team returned four of last
year’s top seven. -

“T knew they would do

- whatever it would take too

get the job done,” Coach

Robert Smith said.

Both Eric Joseph and
Huprikar sat time out with
foot injuries and an early,
‘unexpected loss to Howell

PME MINE

www.wildcatroar.com™
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“1 was nervous about
team chiemistry, I knew we
trained as hard as anyone, -
but we were relying to much
on our reputation. It was a
real wake-up call,” Smith_
said.

Early injuries seemed too
be the main reason the squad
wasn’t at the same level of

last year’s team at this time.

“Last year we remained

~healthy throughout the-hardn
-fraining: weeks sbutthis yeae:

very few ‘practites éver fes.
ture a full, healthy squad,”
Moore said.

Novi was caught off
guard by a Howell team that
was not intimidated by
Novi’s tradition.

“They were a team we
truly expected to beat with-

1 out a problem, although I
was absent for the meet we

still expected to beat
Howell,” Huprikar said.
“They came in fully pre-
pared and just squeaked by
us by a point, that really
made us all sit down and

takealookatwhatwehad ‘

todo.” * :
Domg $0 weil at the'

3 county and KVC meets last

. year helped the team’s mo-
rale and confidence.

“It really helped us focus
and put us in'the mindset that
we were capable of succeed-
ing at the state level,” senior
Scott-Bergeson said.

On October 20, 2003, the
harriers competed at the
KVC league championship
where they finished second
just two points ahead of a
late - season ' charging
Pinckney. This was a good
boost for the Cats as they
headed into the regional
meet, October 26, 2003, The
Wildcats placed second at
the regional meet nearly
twenty points ahead of
Pinckney, and thirty points;
behind Milford. t

“It was p‘retty good for ~

our confidence, not every-
oneran a personal best, buu
it was a good race, because;..
no one gave up,” Smith said:
As the team neared the_
regional meet of 2003
Moore was confident in the
team’s chances this year but -
remembers last season whert
evelythmg seemedtobe go-
ing the Wildcat’s wav. - .

*“On ourteam: fmm:a yeal*

:ago,fwewthingwas commg

together and-we were all exs -
cited about the season but
after early season disap=*
pointment our team confi- '
dence is low,” Moore said, -
“Our first disappointment
this season was our loss to
Howell, going into it w{
thought we could win even.
without the presence of one: y

--of our-top- mnners,Ammr‘lﬂz’

“We lost by a smiall mit!
gin but the loss has staye&
with us the entire season.” 1

The team is ready for the,;
state meet this weekend and;
are ready to prove to every=’

one wrong on the biggest® -
. stage of the season. Wy

Bergeson was not wors -
ried about the team at-
regionals and is excited fotJ

" the state meet, “although’

some people are doubting us .
as of now, the varsity squadj
this year is just as good as,
last year’s and I think we'
will pull it together for the
end of the season and prove
topeoplewhat we knew weh.,
were capable of all season ‘f;
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‘Novi makes finals and
‘want to make some noise

- By Sam Eggleston

SR?RTS WRITER

What makes a great season? Is

" jt a conference title? Well, that
* doesn’t hurt, Is it meeting every

. o A . R . B m s e A ——— R 8 SR B WA e S Ew . e e

goal set before the start of the
year? Probably not, as that's a
very tough thing to do. How about
making it to the state finals? Yeah

. — that’s one heck of a year.

The Novi Wildcats boys’ cross
country team would probably
agree. with that. For the sixth
straight year, the ‘Cats are going
to make the trip to the Michigan
International ~ Speedway in
Brooklyn.

Competing in one of the tough-
est Regionals in the state is never
an easy task, and the Wildcats
‘have managed to do it through the
years — though coach Bob Smith
would like to see the talent in the

_Regional spteadout

“Region 7-1 is a blood bath,”
Smith said. “Too bad the MHSAA
does not care that top schools are
lefthome.” '

And, much like the chlugan
High School Athletic Association
was able to change the tennis
Regmnals they have the power to
rectify the situation.

“Every year . they have the
opportunity to-fix some of the
problems that are plaguing our
sport)” Smith said. “Every year,
they choose not to.”

Luckily for Novi and two other
Kensington Valley Conference

* schools, they can worry about that

next year. Until then, they have a
major competition on their ‘hands
with the Lower Peninsula cross
country finals. The Wildcats took
second .place’ behind the Milford
Mavericks, who. have an unoffi-
cial third-place ranking in the
nation, Also escaping from the

Re&mnah Was. i -veryissong:..
Pinckney tealg;dn«mir&;@lacez

Howell took fourth, bur ihdn’_'

qualify.
With wet and soggy conditions

to deal with, the Wildcats were
forced to comie to the match with
a strategy.

“It was raining all morning, but
the rain_ stopped about an hour
before the gun went off* Smith
said. “Because of the conditions,
we needed’ to modify our race
strategy. Since the ground was
saturated, we decided that a con-
servative first mile was in order.”
* According- to Smith, soggy
ground takes the: strength out of
the legs of harriers.

“So, we were content to remain
compeut.ive for the first mile, and
then race in earnest starting with
the second nnle. he said. “We
ended up with one guy i the 15s
and four finishing in the 16s.”

And it worked. Novi's second
paceﬁmsh was only able to be
duplicated by state-favored
Milford. That’s not a bad statistic
— espeqially considering there
were 17 teams that competed in
the event. Out of those 17, the'six.
Kensington Valley Conference
teams were in the top.10. .~ -

Novi was ready for the tagk at
hand though and followed their
leaders to the major finish. Junior
Mark Moore led the way for the
Wildcats, crossing the line in fifth
place with a time of 15:57. Notfar
behind was Amol Huprikar, alsoa
junior, as he recorded a personal-
best time of 16:08. Eric Joseph
was third in line for Novi, finish-
ing in 16:30 while Spencer Omes
finished fourth for Novi and
reponed a time of 16: 50 for his’
efforts.

“Our strategy worked like a
charm,” Smith said.” “Our guys
had pledty of snap -and drive for
the hard charge to the finish.”

The Wildcats will compete in
the state finals Saturday with a -
start time of 1:30 p.m. (details at

~wwawmhsaa. com) for:Bivigionlir-
» Jlherrfineds:. “rires sheld gt e

Michigan International Speedway
in-Brooklyn.
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‘Submitted Photo

The Novi-boys'
cross country

‘team-will once

again make the

trip to the

Michigan'
International
Speedway In
Brooklyn this
Saturday to com-
pete in the

'MHSAA Lower
‘Peninsula Finals

for Division |
competition.

12003 marks the
-gixth-straight

year the Wildcats

'have competed-
‘in the finals, and

they.are hoping
to make as:much
noise as thelr L




“Thursday, November 6, 2003-NOVI NEWS.

N 1ldcats

make a

run for it at finals

By Sam Eggleston
SPORTS WRITER )

At what pomt does winning
become a legacy?

For the Novi Wildcats boys’
Cross country team, running to a
top-10 place in the state finals
doesn't seem to be an issue. For
the past six years, the squad.has
repeated that feat each and every
year, anid 2003 proved to be no dif-
ferent. ‘

“We did it again,” Novi coach
Bob Siith said, “For the sixth-
straight year, I am proud to
announce that the Novi mens’
cros§ country team finished in the
top-10 at the state finals.”

* ‘Novi raced to a seventh-place.
finish this year as they collected
252 points in the highly touted and
highily atterided event. Placing first
werg  Kensington Valley
Conference rivals Milford, who
wonwith a convincing 90 points,
while Ann Arbor Huron took sec-
_ondwith 149 points. In third was a
strong Saline team, gather 166
tatal poirits, and Grand Ledge took
fourth with 2001 and Ann Arbor
Pioneer - was fifth with 236.
Placing sixth and showing how
strong the KVC is this year were
the Pinckaey Pirates, who collect-
ed 240 points at the meet. :

And the Wildcats have another
honor too. For the seventh-straight
season, Novi has the right to claim
they have some of the best runners
in the state on-their squad. Juniors
Mark Moore and Amol Hupnkm'
were recipients of All:State staus;
thanks to their iricredible perform--

* ances.

Moore ran to a top-10 finish.as
lie ook 10th in a time of 15:31.35;
" while Huprikar finished 13th with:;
atime of 15:33.20. "

Tho! ugh noteveryone could take.

covéted AlkSidte sedall. .

Ilumzwgm impressiva performanc-
* esuorass the board fiom each and
.. every Wildcat ruriner.

“Stx of aur w\wmoers set. a

Eric. Joseph, a senior who has
been remarkable this season, fin-
ishied in 47th place and just missed
out on his. personal record —
though his time wasn't anything to'
scoff at. Joseph put together a
16:22.35 in the most competitive
meet in Michigan.

Spencer Ormnes, who has shown
steady improvement since his first
runs with Smith and the Wildcats,
ran a 16:28.90 for his personal
career best time and took S57th
place for his efforts. ¢

Taking 129th was Scott
Bergeson, who put together a time
of 17:14 to notched a career-best
time for the Wildcats.

Claude Miller came™to run too,
and he finished his long-distance
trek in 17:16.40 to take 131st at the
finals,

Nick Preketes ran his best ever
as well, commh%gpmtha 17:37.65
fora 155th-place finish in the state.

The Wildcats found themselves
in some very familiar company as
the .majority. of those finishing in
the top-10 i the state were runners
‘who competed in the 7-1 regional
at Clarkston — considered the.
strongest regional in the state.

Finishing. first overall: was:
Saline’s - Dustin Voss, who put
together a staggering time of
14:54.45 to blow the competition
out of the water. Second place
went to Frank Tinney of .Ann
Arbor Huron, who ran a 15:07.20,
while Waterford Kettering’s Justin
Switzer ran a 15:09.45 for third.

A familiar name in this area was
that of Neal Naughton, the stellar -
runner from Walled Lake Westérm, -
who finished fourth with a time of
15:14.30 while Milford’s Seth'
Thibodeau ran to a fifth-place
finish in 15:23.60. Muskegon
‘Mona ‘Shores was well mp(e-
sented as well, as Tim Kqua!g
ook sixth-in 15:24- &' “Ryan -
MeCarf . took ?i nth. with %
15:28.35. Neil Afzinger o
Saline took. seventh thh a
15:25.30; ‘and Milford"s
DeRu_sha ﬁnally fonnd:- himself
ng ighth with a time of
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4 sath Thibodeau
g itord sealor

¥« Eamed All-State honars 21 State
meu. placing fifth overall in 15:23.
B medal at Regional meet,
plaunglhudovmllmls‘ts
B+ Won individual champlionship
}| 2t KVC meet, placing first overall
B ia 15:37.

Bl * Won individual champicnship
B st Oaklang Ccumy meet, plocing -
i1 first overall in 16:00. {
d - At Chio's Midwest Meet of
placed second overall in

i Seth Thibodeau
N 15:28.
M “Seth is not very big,” Mavericks head coach Brian Salyers said,
“Buthesoneoilboschdsﬂmyoucanljudgemebookbyus
l cover. He's progressed in o many ways as a runcer during hi
mmmwmﬁnmnphynulmmmwsgmmw
j and lighter; and from a maturity stendpoint he's developed from a
fl litde kid to a young man. But the one thing thit has remained con-
stant and the cne thing that separates him from the rest is not some-
:hmgyoucanm-nsscmﬁ:mgthxts&omwillﬁn.lt‘sdmﬂm"

Mike Andersen
Milford junlor:

¢ Eamned medal at Oakland’
County meet, placing 15th ovenall
in 17:04,

+ At Ohio's Midwest Meet of
f (Ilgtzggpiom placed ninth overall in

“Mike had bis season cut short
because of Mono,” Mavericks head
l coach Brian Salyers said. “But he
B was the one that early on separated :
§ us from tho rest. He was our siop- -~ MIke Anderson
gap, because while Mike was chas- ‘ '
ing DeRusha and Thibodesu, our othér guys were chasing him.
M Ard that made our team betzer. That's where Mike's was
sosisnifmt.bmuseimmehadbeeangnp.ourNoAmdNo.
5 runners would have been saying ‘well, we can't run with those
guys (DeRusha and Thibodezu), so we hj just stay back here.' So
njade a difference to have Mike Imdgtns that gap,”

og] Dan DeRusha
f Miiford senlor
« Eamed All-Statz honors at State

meet, placing eighth overall in 15:26.
« Eamed first team AL-KVC hon-.

 onstp ot Spartan Envitational, plac- -
j icg frst ovenati in 1533, Dan DeRusha

i ‘Danis the ultimate success stocy,” Mavericks head coach Brizn
K| Salyers said. “Throughout his carcer he has accomplished so many
; ﬂnngsnndnlsomanykvels Thisymhcmﬂyembﬁcedlh:idcaﬂm»
his teammates were his best friends in the world, and be made o fot of
fl concessions to do what was best for the team.”

o Eric Jaseph

Novl senlcr '

* Took 72ad a1 the state finals
meet witha 16:22 -

» Wos the 15th runner at the
Regional-meet in 16:30

» Took 10th in the KVC meet
with 8 16:3S following two weeks
of illness and injury

« Has run the state meet three

straight . B

« 13th fastest runner ever at Novi-

High School

“Eric has been a strong runner -

for us for four years.” Bob Smith Eric JOSUph
said. “He was an impact player for

us even as o freshman and has maintained that status through his
enu:ecmer!:ichasbeenn TunRer GA someo great teams.

onmnwnamm:mmmmymmm‘u
great tuaner”,

‘Cats get three
area selections

Steve Leanard
Lakeland Junior

* Al State meet placed 39th
overalt in 16:00.

* Eamed medal at Regional
meet, placing 12th overall in
16:22. e

* Eamed second team All-KVC

i Tim Dalton
Northville senior

e All-Swate runner with 23rd- |
place finish in 15:39 at state finals

o First All-State runner at §
Northville since 1987

¢ Tied for first on All-Time
Northville runrers list with 15:39 |

* Took fourth at 7.1 Clarkston ||
Regional with a 15:56.5

* Won WLAA Jamberee at Cass

i Benten wilh 21648

“Timhashadagrwcamer
B Northville and this year he showed Tim Dalton

Y] he is a complete packoge as a run-

MH' ner,” Chris Cronin satd of the Nonhville harrier. “Titn hopes to
gl run next fall at the Divisian [ level, and | think he con make that
B happen. He has reached a new level this fall, and Mustang fans
% shou!dbemmdcomdwspnngmckmn!owehmhum
] sp lhe track.”

honors at leaguc meel, placing
llth overall in 16:41.

* Earned medal at Oakland
County meet, pl:xclng 16th overall
in:17:05. .

“I thoughu Steve had a real good
season.” Eagles head coach Randy
Wilkins said. “He was real consis-
tent all year - he was consistently our No. 1 man. He races well,
ke’s real competitive. He works real hard and he's preuy self-
motivated. I'm pleased to say that ke has another season and !
think he'll be betier next year”

SIeve Leonard

=] Chad Murray
o Milford senlor

= At State meet placed 44th overall
in 16:04,
« Eamed medal az Regi
placing Vlth overall in 16:21.
» Eamed first team AL-KVC hon-
o o league meet, placing seventh §

o Mark Moare
B Nowl Junior

Bl * All-State runner status for sec-
M ond-straight year
B Finished 10ih at state finals
Ml with a time of 15:31
|  © Finished fifth at 7-1 Clarkston
Regional with a 15:57
* Took ninth at Oakland County
with a 16:44
¢ Third overall at KVC meet
with a 16:01

“Mark is really a complete run. &=
ner,” Bob Smith said. “He has the Mark Moore
mental tools as well as the physical
tools. He has strength, speed, heart and soul. He’s a big meet run-
ner, and ke's not intimidated by anybody. He led in the state meet

R for the entire first mile, which was cool to hear announced over
N \he loud speaker. He showed that he's really to run with the big
boys all the time. He's one of them.”

overall in 620,
e Eamed at Oakland
County meet, plw‘ns l3lh in 16:54.
s At Ohio’s Midwest Meet of
Cnampiom placed 26th in 16:20.

“Chad is o guy that most peopte NG Murray
don't really notice, because his name

is oot the one in the headlines,” Mavericks head coach Brian Salyen
said. “But he ran a career best 16:04 at the state meet, and how many
il ceams would like to have a guy run 16:04. And in addition to being 1
i) performes, Chad's also a leader. He's somebody that tokes great pride
mdnmamund:spmbablywmoslvoalpmon.

e Jaff Tschithart
H South Lyon senfor

« At Regional meet placed 16th
ovenall in 16:32.

+ At KVC meet placed 18th
overall in 16:58.

* Earned medal at Qakland
County meet, placing 19th overall
in 17:07,

| Amol Hiprikar

Hovi junfor

o All-Sute qunner with a 13th.
place finish in 15:33

* Took seventh at the 7-1 Regional
“with a time of 1608

« Notched a 14th-place finish in
ﬂ:4ts)aklmd County meet with a
16:

*Tock fifth at the KVC meet with
atime of 16:15

**Amol started (at Novi) as a virw-
al unknown,” Bob Smith said. “He
moved into the school district from
Allen Park with no real prior history
when it came to cross country. Soon,
he moved from being our fifth runner, to founh, to third, to second and
now he's challenging for the number one spot. Every race he runs
gives him more confidence and more knowtedge. luunktnbehms
lm’swwmotbunmxbamnmform.mdngmfu“yso

Amol Huprlkar ‘

o e

“feffl was definitely the team
leader in terms of training,” Lions
I'g:ad coa;;l: Scott Smith said. “At [N
the end of his junior cross country
season, he COJubled his effons 1o Joff Tschirhart
perform well for this season by
putting in 1,000 miles between Nov. lstnndSch 1st. He war
either our first, second or third kid as a junior, but this year he wa:
our No. | runner in every single race

Kyle Hanis
Miitord senior
» At State meet placed 36th over-
nll in 15:56.
e Earned medal at Regional
nmt.phmng t4th overallin 16:28.
Eamed second team All-KVC
bom leaguc meet, placing 14th
overall in 16:49.
B * At Ohio’s Midwest Mect of
Cgf.r:pions placed 15th overall in
16:08.

“1 refer w Kyle as the Silent =4
Assassin," Mavericks hezd coach
Bl Brian Salyers said. “He is one that Kwa Harrls
Bl does not say much, but he's a fous-
timo state finalist, which is a preity big deal. In natuze Kyle is what
) consider to be more of a track sunner than a cross couatry
runner. But he’s 3150 one that is a teaacious competitor, so he'll
bum where he can bum to make that difference for his team.”
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Naughton Quick -

Lo
" Richmond

Milford duo, coach
sar All-Gounty honors

Waterford Kettering — In
d breakout seascn, estab-
lished himself as one of the

- ‘Btate's top runners, finishing
ithird at the Division 1 state

3 Took second at the

By MARVIN GOODWIN ~ Midwest Meet, of Champions,
‘C1 Tho Day Oakiang Press ta’ndmtghéo;l_ﬁﬂesaxaigﬂm
% Oalland County continued ~ J2iland Coun
4o maintain ts tradition as a Kmnm\'p ey Conferenca
mg;l:ﬂ for tance run. oeets ) W”hdnBs thirdat
%:i aﬂ;!lgtrglpho - Invitational runnerup and
e ted Who can com--  ghined at state with a fifth-
Jpto vithany inthestata. . Llace Anieh at the Division 1
' County t:am towin Meetin 16:28. Novi — Tl
state title since Novi Mark Moore, -
;:mmms .am_letm:g,ﬂv::sathhd-plme
?: Justin Switzer, %aalil?d Conference mest and

placed 10th at the Division 1

state meet in 16:31.
meet. Was also OAAVm and John Black, Brother -
ﬁginnnl champ, and tock Rice — i was
»  ditlesatthe Hollyand trademark with runner-up
- Brother Rice Invitationals, finishes at the Catholic
Had third-fastest time of all and Catholie Central
$tate meet competitors with a meets, fourth at the Oakland
416:09 and qualified for the County meet and fifth at the
Footlocker nationalaby fin-  Brother Rice Invitational to
ishing 9igtfhmthe, dwést with his regional title.
Wisconain. &ped season by takjng
3 Neal Naughton, Walled  17¢h at the Division 1 sta
Jrea’s tof mnne;pas:two mftmiﬁgm}ikarn 4
/ ol Hu y Novi —
«Soasons, The Western Lakes Improved d L season, tak. *
champ also won ing 14th at the .
Walled Lake Western and County meet, #ifth at the
ok rothier Rice Invitational i Va]]ey Conference
fpeets and was regional run- meet, seventh at ngglxt‘alis
- sner-up. Couldn't compete at ,  before a 13th place finish at
year’s Division 1 state the Division 1 state meet in
mect because of brokenleg  15:83, :
ut placed fo yearin - Matt Chumbley,
16:14 and was the top fnish- _Rochester — Stepped into
&r of Michi ;té;l:ﬁes‘ m&f*—'ﬁ% leader’s sgt b year by
/ regione i to share
pa haro ho placod ith and alio of GAK T il — ho plared
le!ﬁed the national . third — and was regional
cnoet. o champ, Was third at the Holly
& Dan D 2 = Invitational and placed 25th
*Won Spartan Invitational and  at the Division 1 state meet
R
o ons o 0]
sHilliard, Ohio. Was Oakland ‘Oxford — Broken legcut -
{County and | short his'season but not
Valley Canférence runner-up  before he wan Flint Metro,
Snd took eighth at the Brandon Invitational and
1 state meet in Catholic Central Division I
15:26, . s race titles. He was runnerup
. Seth Thibodeay, Milford -afihe BrotherRice -
’ Invitational, sixth at th,

- Hupriker M;e

in the state,

ALL-COUNTY CROSS COUNTRY

Thibodeau

All-County boys

cross country team
FRSTTEAS
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i

Yoor Season
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Oxford Invitational and
eighth at the Oakland County
meet. A three-time league

chamy

Migam&nick. Bloomfield
Hills Lahser — Wag Spartan
Invitationsl B‘aﬁ"’n I run-
ner-up and a regional
and OAA 11 titles. Finished
10th at the Oakland County
meet and placed 22nd at
?g\%i;ion 2 state meet in

Coach of the Year

- _Brian Salyers, Milford —
His commitment to a top-

éhﬁghmam is evident th

FAr

Mavs also won their second
straight Mmﬁwtf:t Meet of

ChamE;m in
Goonie, Satyers e bt
main-
tained a boys and girls pro-
competitive with most




All-State honors is
something that 1 never
bad the. chance to
accomplish in my: high
school career. Does that
mean | was a bad ath-

"Tete? ® 'Q!J;ggse not. It
J“St meagsd Bsmehte

Sam
) Eggleston

ottier hand, has elght —and that was_;ust in
the fall sports season.

Brad Simpson, a senior soccer player,
eamed the highest honors this year as he not
only made First-Team All-State, but was also
selected to the best-of-the-best even among

his  All-State
peers by eam-
ing a Dream
» Team nod.
Colene

N s

Thursday, January 8, 2004-NOVI NEWS

Brockman, a senior, and Emily Holt, a junior,
were selected as First-Team All-Staters as
well. Their accomplishments in tennis are
nothing to scoff at, espetially considering
they were part of the All-State selections last
year as well. Their talent and determination
paid off as they made a lot of noise this year
and were honored for their efforts.

Mark Moore and Amol Huprikar played a
major role in the success of Novi cross-coun-
try this year — heck, they’ve been playing a
major role since they first started running in
the spont. This year, however, both eam All-
State nods thanks to their performances at the
state finals meet — a performance that found
the ‘Cats finishing in the top-10 yet again.

Brandon Cigna is a name that pretty much
every high school golfer in Division I is
aware of. He has one of the best drives at this
level and can put together scores that make
college players envious.. His skills on the
hnkswasawmdedtlusyearas he and his fel-

. low ‘Cats made

another run at the state title.

Josh Buck and Mike Hait had the pleasure
of being named to the All-State teams:in the

most competitive field of sports in Michigan
— high school football. Thé names that make
the All-State team in this sport are almost
always sought after by Division'] of Division
11 teams and these guys aren’t dny ‘difféerent.
Thanks to an undefeated run during the regu-
lar season and a post-season d:splay the fell
just six-inches short of the:state finals, Bick
and Hart were both awarded state recognition
for their effonts. , ‘

It's amazing when you it back and think
about the amount of talent that Novi has on
their fields of play. Be it football, tennis, soc-
‘cet, golf or cross county, the Wildcats are lit-
erally fielding the-elite of the various sports.
Most schools are lucky to have one All-State

Novi boasts eight All-State athletes

athlete, and Novi, like always, is keeping the
bar raised by having eight.”

Nearly every one. of these athletes: play
multiple sports too, and for those who don
there is another All-State caliber player s walt-
ing o fill in for them in the winter.and-spring

rd like to extend & congratulations to-each
and every one of these-eight All-Staters.
Great job, andmmﬂcsforallﬂxcgmatspmts
moments you've let me wiite.

Pholo by John Helder
Novi’s All-State athletes, from left
to right: Mark Moore, Colene
Brockman, Amol Huprikar,
Brandon Cigna, Mike Hart, Emily
Holt, Josh Buck and Brad
Simpson.






