is a squad cafeh

By MARVIN GOODWIN |
“0f T Daily Okland Press

Milford’s boys cross country
team has maintained a high

etagdarddunngthepastzo
seasons,but

Mavs won the. Dmsmn
j;ate championship last
anﬂt}e finished seoond at -
two prevmus sea-
 'won three

However, the Mavs won't go
down easy. With close to 40
runners on the squad, and
some untapped talent, Milforﬂ

- will still beafactorin - -
Oakland County and the
g e
com
has Milford ranked No. 4 in
the Midwest:

Returnees Mike Andersen
and Dana Pltoock, who've
each gone under;16 minutes.

in the 5k, give Milford a solid t

%72 ‘combination. Joel
""" itribute.

“Those two guys give us.-
ﬁ)g_tf‘semors with tremendous

umtoleavethexrl

2. Novl —+Will be in the mixnf
the area’s top teams with se!
Martﬁlfm:iﬂd Amol Huprikar
ano returning.
Both keyed the Wildcats’ seventh-
place finish at states last %r and
runner-up finishes at the KVC
and meets, Spencer
Stats taget exmorio s MenLYe,

experience along wi
Justm Namm. ne
ic, that'’s

for ooeegRo bert Smith
saxd.“l ewherewearenght

S.Bloomﬂeldﬂillslaahser— :

Lahser’s success in the las(t)zeAvezr-
tluee t
uti t top-four
at the vamon 2 state
meet, earned the Knights a pro-
motioninto OAA 1, in which
ﬂ contend ¢ agam. Seniors
, Bruce
ha bi al o
ve ig meet expenenoe, ong
with junior Mike Quick.
Sophomore Nick Krol and Charlie

Top individual boys

1. Justin Switzer, Waterford
Kattering: Division 1 schools are hot
on his heels
2. John Black, Birmingham
Brother Rice: Consistency has been-
his trademark
3. Matk Moore, Novi: Decidedly
better in longer races
4, Bllly Pemf%n. Laks Orion:
Anxious to atone for poor showing at
states last year
. Mike Quick, Bloomfleld Hills
Lahser: This is a key season for lanky
junior
6. Amol Huprikar, Novi: Comes on
strong at the end of season
. Mike Andersen, Mitford: lliness
sacked him at'end of last season
Laketand: Can

10. Bruce Kaczmarek, Bloomfield
H[ilsLaheerNeedstostayheaﬂhyan
entire season

11. Colln Orr, West Bloomfield: -
Bull iike a football player but has lots
of stamina

12 Jordan Rastz, Rochester: The

r the race, the better he runs
to watch: Brocks Cowan,
gr:y.SpemerOmes.Ngzi;N&

Steve Derico, Pontiac Notre Dame
Prep.

Nagt also will help while Jon Adler  “(We have) a good turnout and the

freshman Joey Grace could
conmbute.
p high, but needs a ﬁ'onb-mnner

tobxeekoutofthepack.
“The chall, going to be

able to stay l::flethy and competi-
tive on a weekly basis,” said coach.
Nick Stration.

4. Lake Orion. — Should con-
tend for the OAA I title ~ it tied.
for the 1 ‘crown last season

enlﬁa for a state quali- -
be th A Peead s with
among the area leaders,
Rob Shinouskas on the ofa
breakout season. Colin Mo

can pack them \'
L

‘ “ing back to its days as a state con--

whole crew has done a job of
this Y good Stan

5. Lakeland — Might be creep-

tender in the late 1990s. Trouble
is, they’re in the same conference .
as Milford and Novi. Together, the
three teams have accounted for
five of the last 10 Division 1 state
championships. Senior Steve
Leonard, a state qualifier last
should lead the got:f

su?ort from j

Dan Wel Luke
and Ryan Matzon also should -

kelp.

6.B Brother Rice
— Ita sl starts in past sea-
gons have concerning for
coach Robert Stark, although the
Warriors usually g in
Black is ane

‘oftheto runnersmﬂxestaﬁe,

and if C

l
and sophomore: Anthony W

velop, the Warriors oou.ld have a

peat of last season, when they
won reglonal -and Catholic
meet titles, They'll be in a tou,

nal; tho

m%QRoehesteﬁ'k- Isina leagu?-

b champlonalﬁpgmovemtho

titles — it shared the champi-
onship with Lake Ori lasg

—thepasttwoseasons'l‘he
| Falcons lost two solid runnere:

from last year but returm.enqugh'
3 in. Sam Watson

tz both ran legs.on

a 7:66 3,200 .

t track,
and Bratho‘E?;xyhashgmeet

should d leﬂal{i‘eemnim'a

0 vide leadership, plus
JonPa;;:andBnanGm%I _
move up. “They've developeda,
goodtradmon and they're. pxg::d

-of it,” coach Larry Adamis

e V:,mzm,.m,..,.& |
e ond, who's:
at Central Mi

League titles and
unbeaten in league dual meets
the past six season, Top runner
Adam Richmond is: improving and
seniors Kenny White and German
Guerrero are Brad
Haney and Todd Davidson should
also help. Another league title is

but Fenton wzll bea cbal

'm optimistic,”
d said. “W had a lot

of kids working out and condition--
ing over the summer.”

9. Walled Lakeé Central —
Should rise dramatically from its
1-5 dual mfeet eeaeom Phil
strength of summer
Watkins will ge htg}'e only sengrt
returning, an. have sup
from juniors Sean Maxwell and
Scott Stevens. Sophomores Jake
Hill and Tony Sanfillipo will be
called upon to hel mmed:ately
The Vi who could chall enge'e
for the A title, could have:
runners 17 minutes, But a
tough reglonal awmts them.

10, 'l‘l;yAthens Despite
the loss of its top runner to
ation, Athens can still compete.
Phil Shaheen and Tom Clippard,
gth fourtijlrgar mﬁé:leicrs,Bmmm
ong with junior running
and sophomore Matt Shaheen,
who both ran at the etatemeet
last year. Sophomore Neal
could contribute, The Red
though, need to turn it up

a notch to oontend for the 1 eague
. title,

Best of the rest
11. Walled LalmWestem, 12,
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By Sam Eggleston
SPORTS WRITER'

.. Novi b;oys cross country- coach
Bob:Sniith is cautiously optimistic
about this year's team.

. For anyone who knows Smith
and his ability to stay calm in even
the most hectic or exciting of situa-
tions, saying he is cautiously opti-
* mistic means he’s bubbling over
- inside though you'd never be able

- to.tell it by the look on his face.
Instead, Smith stays calm and -

oing. to use the.phrase -

ﬂected

8ly ‘optimistic,” Smith. said

U whcn asked how he feels about his -

; “I'm excited about the sea-
,oﬁ, ‘that's for dam sure.” -

in the

And he has a right to be. The
Novi Wildcats, though not favored
highly  competitive
Kensington Valley Conference,
stands a good chance at taking

‘home the crown this year thanks to

their deep squad.

Headlining for the ‘Cats are
Amol Huprikar and Mark Moore,
Both ran nearly 800 miles over the
summer with number three runner
Spencer Omes right behind them. -

“I'm very confident in our top
three,” said Smith, “We have about
10 runners_ vying for those other
top spots.”

Such - notables ‘are’ Kip Miller, .

Steve Fannon, Bobby Watts 'and
Cal DePotter. -

squad this year, Ruixiao Zuo, Mike
Wheat, Scott Wagner, Ben
Vallerand, . Pat Shrader, Aditya
Prasad, Jeff Policicchio, Michael
Place, BlyantOmﬁ,Jusun Namm,
Mnke Marsoupian, Ricky Manza,

Chris Machisak, Joshua Lumey,
Paf Lee, Eric Johnson, Ben Foerg,
Mark DuFresne, Evan Danielsen,
Aaron Croad, Jim Brunner, Mike
Beard, Peter Andrews and Brett
Anderson will all compete for the
Wildcats this year.

‘The  biggest goal. for the
Wildcats:is to-make the, mp to the
state meet.

“It’s never:a given,” said Smnh
“You never know what's. going to

happemlliketbmxﬁk,mough that

that a very reasonable’ expectanon

fron this team.” .
A ' personal goal for - the
Wildcats’ coach is to have his
squad finish in the top. 10 in

Division L.

“But who knows, we may end
up a whole lot better- than that,”
Smith said.

The Novi harriers wxll have to
keep an eye on Milford, Howell
and Pinckney this season as they
make & run for the league title,

“I'd .also like to think ‘we're
included ‘in' the ‘Who's. looking
good’ catego:y," said:Smith.

With the likes ‘of the talent thé *
Wildcats ‘bring back this ‘year,
that's probably a given. :

The Wildcats boast a very deep

-

T wawmus—nmm Mgustz&

+om—
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Name Schesl Year
~ Mike Anderson Milford Senior
- Daniel Clark Lumen Christi Senior
Bruce Kaczmarek Lahser Senior
Nick Katsefaras Pinckney Senior
Mike Quick Lahser Junior
> girls
Name Sches! Year.
Erin Batt - Hillsdale Senior
Kristen Frey Livonia Stevenson Sophomore
Katelyn Johnston Bedford Junior
Chelsea McVay Croswell-Lexington Junior
Liz Mengyan Clarkston Senior

_Name Scheel Year

~ JOHM BLACK BROTHER RICE SENIOR

_’ﬁ’\ oyle Pinckney Senior
Aol Huprikar Novi Senior
Riak Mabil Grand Ledge Senior
Mark Moore Novi Senior
Tony Nalli Dexter Senior
Jimmy Partridge Sterling Heights Senior
Dana Pitcock Milford Senior
Corey Thelen Lakewood Senior
JUSTIN SWITZER WATERFORD KEYTERING SENIOR

> girls
Name Schesl Year
Caitlin Clifford Lahser Junior
Eileen Creutz Saline Junior
Erica D'Angelo Chippewa Valley Junior
Lindsey Gaudard Lake Orion Senior
JENNY MORGAN CLARKSTON JUNIOR

~ Kristina Olsen Jackson Junior
Kayla.O'Mara Goodrich Sophomore

‘ _J(eilj(Sémpson Renaissance Senior

R H SMELTZER MONROE JEFFERSON SOPHOMORE

Lyndsay Smith Clarkston Junior

champlonshlp and 28th (15'55)_ at ‘the’ Foot ‘Locker
Midwest Reglonal.

JUSTIN SWITZER finished in eighth place (15:26) at
the Foot Locker Midwest Regional and 27th (15:59) at the
Foot Locker National Cross Country Championiships last
year.On the state leve), Switzer finished in third (15:09.45)
at the Lower Peninsula Division 1 state championship.

JENNY MBRGAN,a transfer from Bamesville (Ohio),
finished in ninth place (17:56) at last year's Foot Locker
Midwest Regional. This fall, she finished in first (17:54)
and led Clarkston to the team title at the Midwest Meet
of Champions on Sept. 11,

BEKAH SMELTZER earned a second-place mark of
18:00.95 as a freshman at last year's Lower Peninsula
Division 2 state championship. She started this year by
finishing in second with a time of 18:11 at the Midwest
Meet of Champions on Sept. 11,

SCHOCLSPORTS.COM | GCT/NOV'2004 | 33
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Huprikar and Moore have
lofty goals set for themselves

By Sam Eggleston
SPORTS WRITER

When Novi boys cross coun-
try runners Mark Moore and
Amol Huprikar were first being
inducted into the fraternity of
Kensmgton Valley Conference
-running there were legends at
Novi.

One was Mark Moore’s older:
brother, Tim. Others were so
graceful and powerful that none
of the underclassmen ever
thought they could be that good.

‘Yes, there were legends at
Novx when Moore and Huprikar
first  started ranning. Now,
they’re the legends.

Neither will admit it, but
they're thé runners that the
other harriers look up to. The
underclassmen look at the times
Huprikar and Moore produce
and they think to themselves
that they'll never be able to
cross the terrain at the clip.

“Our goal is to just go out and
do_our best,” said Moore. “We
think we can really run well this
year. We've put in ‘a lot of time
this summer.”

Both Huprikar and Moore

spent nearly all sufnmer running’

together, taking strides through;
Novi ‘and Northville on their
‘way ‘to amassing. nearly 800
miiles of summer training,
. “We wanted to run more than
we had ever done before,” said
Hiiptikar. “

_a lot of time this

‘Mark had been rin-.

“We think we can
really run well this
year. We’ve put in

summer.”
Mark Moore

Novi cross country senfor

ning about 500 or so miles a
summer and I was around 600."

So the duo went about their
trammg, adding speed and
stamina to their already impres~
sive runs,

This year, both of the senior
harriers are hoping to really
make it count.

“We want (o go to the states,”
Moore said' of the team as a-
whole. “I would like to finish in
the top five. My ideal finish
would be top two.”

Huprikar practically repeated

the exact words during a later

interview.

“I would like to finish in the
top five,” he said. “That would
be a great way to end my career
here in- Novi."

Moore was always a Novi fés-
ident. He' and his brother;. '[ﬁmw
ran because théir dad told thesi. ™

it was a great way to stay in

shape for soccer. Neither con-
tinued to play soccer in high
schiool, instead focusmg on
their running. Tim is currently a

harrier at the University of'

Notre Dame.
Huprikar, on the other hand,

. grew up in'Allen Park and was

one of the top runners by the
time he finished middle school.
His family moved to. Novi
before the start of his freshman
year and he found himself get-
ting a glxmpse of what KVC
running is all about,

© “l went from winning lo
being in the back of the pa

he said. “I had no idea; how
much different high school run:
ning was conipared to middle
school.”

He learned fast though com:-

ing along nicely before finally

-challenging for the _top: spot on

the team — a position Moore

holds right now.
Do ecither one think Huprikar
will take the lead?

“I don’t think so,” Hupnkar'

said, “We'll just. keep pushmg
each other”
Moore wasn’t so sure.

“If he does,. ] won’t mindy” lie

said. “It’ll just push me to do
even better He’s always
ing me.

push-

Sam Eggléston ¢an. be reached

at (248) 349-1700, ext..104 or at
Segglemn@hr homecorim, et
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The Novi Wildcats boys’

" cross .country: team should be
excited. They started their sea-
son off with a goal to be
strong right out of the gates
.and they’ve:done exactly that.

In a scrimmage that tests
the squad every year, the
Wildcats. took on. the
Northville Mustangs and
came away with an impressive

. 15-48 victory — a perfect
score for the ‘Cats.

The ‘team: taok the first six
spots, and seven out of the top
10; allowmg just Northville’s
Jasen Turnbull to truly test the
top funpers.

- Leading the team were
Mark Moore, .Spencer Ormes,
Amol Hupnkar, Kip Miller,

_ Justin  Namm and Mark
Dufrense with a pack time the
Wildcats were well aware they
-were capable of achieving.

The run, which took place

——on—Novi's ~home -course-of-
Cass Bentorr in Northville,
found a  young Wildcat

* already setting a personal
record. Alex Prasad set his PR
and finished in the top 10.

- The Wildcats are scheduled
to be back in action when the
girls and guys play host to
KVC rival Pinckney Sept 8 at
4:30 p.m. before participating
in the Walled Lake Western
Invnanonal Sept Ilat9am:.

—_
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Wildcats
earn top
spot at MSU

: : Submitied Photo
The Novi boys’ cuntry team dons the hats of champions as they hoist th
given to them as the best team at the Michigan State University Spartan invitational
£ross8 Co Meet, The meet features some of the top teams in the state as well

By Sam Eggleston
SPORTS WRITER

* The Novi boys’ cross. country
team started«he season off with a
gut feeling — they knew they had
a special team with some special
-ability. '

Last week, they prove
it. :

The Wildcats, led by
coach Robert Smith,
took first place at the
Michigan State
University Spartan
Invitational in East
Lansing. “The squad
earned ‘87 points to take
the top position while
Kensington Valley Conference
rival Pinckney took second with
105. Finishing in third was
Traverse City Central, scoring 180
points.

The finish was impressive, espe-
cially considering the field consist-
ed of 27 teams, some of which
hailed from as far away. as Ohio.

- Mark Moore, a senior harrier,
finished as:thte top. Wildcats in the
race. He came across the line third

overall in the race with Amol
Huprikar fishing 10th overall.
Justin Namm came across the.line
in.17th place and Kip Miller took
20th overall. Spencer Ornes had a
nice showing in the extremely
competitive field, finishing in 37.
The course was extremely
flat, giving the Wildcats a
glimpse of the style of
course they will run in
the state finals this
season. Due to it being
so fast and flat, numer-
ous ‘Cats set personal-
best times with their
uns.
Earlier in the week,
Novi topped Howell in dual
meet action. The final tally was 21-
37. oo
Taking first was' Moore, while
Huprikar finished just behind him
in second place. Howell man:
to take third and fourth, while
Namm .and Omes took fifth and
sixth and Miller was seventh.

Sam Eggleston can be reached at
(248) 349-1700, ext. 104 or:at ség-
gleston@hs.homecomm.net, '
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By MARVIN ‘GOODWlN' sq
Of The Dally OaklandPress -~ “ ¢

rocEl::AST LAtl:I]anS'mngGm_ Tht:, R
music : 0
R‘ﬁ speakers on the Forest a

3 Golf Course mlghthave,g

made the.adults but it
was music to hun of run-

ners’earsatmday’s Spartan’ -

: Invxtahonal.

you to
"ma -gl.lgaged 4 ofe
Waterfbrd Kgﬁermg who tOOk‘ﬁbﬂ

firstin the boysrace. * @A

Along with Switzer, who wones"

his second invita- i

tional — hetook’ =
the Weet, CROSS

Bloomfield-Brother cﬂllmv .

Rxcetaﬂelastweek

J""t
rockedtothebeatasﬂxeywon,, -
their second straight team

* :1

title.
Novi's boys, ot to be left out,”~

chimed in with a team title of -

their own, winning with 87

nts in fnishing ahead of e
gy Conference " °-

rival Pmclmey (105) and

Bloomfield' H]nﬂ Lahser ..ll‘;! )
The Wildcats, bestenby

Pinckney in a dual meet

recently, have been under the -

radar as a formidable gﬂ, i

But not any more. Novi 09

four finishers in the top 20

with Mark Moors (third) and_

Amol H (10th) leading
the equ:sﬁge of the state’s

mow wzglt Bﬂbert i t”’t
: a
egét WI';lélmd pmd)

scoring. The Wolves had seven

Swmmmematwaamr_ oy

h@n

For Clarkston’s: gn'ls it was ‘w
the same old son, ﬁmth enny
and Liz .
188 the way. Mo ol
clocked 18:07 to win her secon:
straight invitational tltle - e,
she was Midwest Meetof . #::
Champxons titlist last week in' -
Ohio < and M n followed" iy
in 18:14 for second. -

3

GoommJanee Jones mid- ]’;

way the race for the 1-
2 ﬁmsh. “She (Jones) started to
slow down and I made my
move,” said Mengyan, who was'
third last week at the: MldWegt,mg '
Meet of Champions: “I’m ready qi.'_:
for more great races.” i
So is Morgan, who led vxrl:u- &
allyﬁ'ommestart.“ltwasalotw
more mental (staying in front);
butl’mgiadlhadmytgam T
mates behin oo
Th mcludedAnne Oltman

. ’0‘

Lyndsay Smith (11th) *-
1ihan (23rd) .
Who com leted kstons ,Al.

runners amongthemp,;g .'.‘; :;
plaLahs"rces. Mike Quick laced * H

8 ur
sixth in 1605toleadth% g
Watson was fifth in 16043nd,.,,
teammate Jordan Raetz was
seventh in 16:13. N
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Runnets
“setting-
_‘harried’
pace for
_great season

- asm”

- gnowsit-all sportswriters pon--
tificating — a  coach must {

In the beginning of the sea-
son, Novi boys’ cross coun{ry
coach Robert ‘Smith said. he
was excited about this' sea-

son,
"~ No; Hie:didn't use that exact
term, but if

canbe excit-
ed without
letting  you.
know’  he's’
excited. He.
says things:
like: “guard-
ed enthusi

Sam:
Eggleston

to
throw you off,, but if the word,
comes: _._Vup you

Smith h
bubbling ‘ovet: :
harrier team, led by seniors
Mark. Moore and -Amol
Huprikar, ¢ proving to be:a
group of :some very tough
cookies.

They came out looking to.
be a contender;. They wanted
to be up with the bestinthe
state: The Wildcats hoped to

make ‘a run- at’ yet another
year of prestigé:

They're going: to do thatand
so-much.more.

‘Unlike sportswriters, who
¢an generally- say ~whatever

they please — if they" say“a |

team is going to win the con-
ference and they do, then' the

portswriter is ‘a geniug; if

they don't, it'’s written off:as.

_mind his words.

Thursday September:30, 2004%\!1!&9#3

wana ___‘,a_—'__————’_‘ -

A coach can't come‘aut-and

tout their team -no matter

. howmuch they'd like:to. They
give support and encourage-
-7 - ment but they can't come:out
' and say theii-team’is-the real

 deal in-arun for a title. If they
" do and they're right, people
. say their pompous and ‘arro-
"+ gant.If-they do and they're-
grrong. .people say they're:

ﬂon fora coach, Ifsnotfora
7 sports writer:

So. let's go ahead and talk:
wip- these Wildcats. They run
in one-of the toughest — if
.not’ the foughest — confer-
énceé inthe'state. For years:
they tan in- the toughest
regional. Now, they're going
to make it all pay off.

Sure, tirere havé been great
Wildcats teams in the past.
Sure, they have always com-
peted, but. ‘this ‘year they re
going to be great.

The state finals really aren’t
that far away when you- break |.
it down. It will take a lot.of
hard work and a lot of dedi-
cation, but this squad is
going to.make it as:a team.
You know: what else?
Huyrlkar and. Moore will' fin-
ish in.the top five,

Coach Smith never would,
nor has he ever; said any of
thig. That's the part. about
being-a ‘coach, ‘about being
careful. v

This’ Novi- Wildcats 'boys*
crossicountry:team thereal

e

yet “anothér ¢ ass’igf cdllege-
bound hamers leading the




Thursday. October 14, 2004-NOVI NEWS
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' _By Sam Eggleston
SPORTS WRITER

For the Novi Wildcats boys
cross country team, the Oakland
County meet is a great way to
. measure themselves against one
of/_'gﬁxr most bitter conference

Milford.

.. =<' measuring took place: last
~ ‘Satdrday ‘when the -two
" teams faced off along
with @ slew- of ‘other
Oakland  County
schools. The result?
Milford eamed the-
top spot in the meet
with 57 points while
Navi: came in second
with 68,

“We didn't get to see

team,” Novi coach. Bob ‘Stith
sdid. “In the Qakland. County:
megl f you have any weaknesses
afe ‘going to be magnified.
ght end up being a
my running between
and fourth guys.” -

No.vl, 'thankfully, didn’t have

NOVI NEWS:-Thursday. October 14, 2004

-such an.occcurrence:-

“I don't think we have any
glaring weaknesses,” said Smith,
“All-of our top five runners
stayed really close together. We
are tough through the top.run-
ners, including our three through
sixth, which is a combination
otber teams are ﬂndmg hard-to
beat.”
© Except, of course, Mdform-

. the team that has Tourid: tself
ranked. fitst in the state in
‘the coaches’ poll and sec-.
ond in the Midwest and
ninth in the country by rup:
ping groups. Novi isn't fat
behind, earning a second-
place ranking in Michigas,
ninth in the Midwest and

o possibly the top-25.in the coun-
everyone like Pinckney, the Ann™
- Arbors of Traverse' City, but we:
did. get to see the depth of ‘our .

try.
"I don’t like talking about
rankmgs," Smith noted. *“We

can’t get stupid and play the:

rankings game. That came up and

_bit us a few years ago.”

So, his squad needs-to_focus
instead: Every: day and every

:meet has to/be sun like they ‘are

entenng the twilight of the sea-

son. Why'? BeCause the confer-

‘ence meet and the regiondl are
fight around the corner. -
“It's been kind of a wxldnde.

Smith said. “We have to keepour '

focus daily.”

The ‘Wildcats had -a strong
sbo\ymg at the Oakland. County
r: ‘-,'«%:th Mark Moore les

ad with:a:third-placg:fin-
ran the' course in: jnst

A - AT

16:19. ‘Not far behind was Amal
Hupikar with a sixth-place’ “fiish
while Spencer Ornes finishied
14th and Justin Namm finisked :
20111 Taking 25th was Kip

segglestori@ht.homecoy

Miller, wlule the alwqrs impr@vq_ :
ing Bobby Watts crogsedd:the fii:
ish line in 29th. Mike "
sophomore, was the senenth:mn-
mer for Novi, earning a 60th
Pplace. :
“Thns was Mﬂford’s home

course,” Smith said. “You*ve got
to see that they have a little

. ‘advantage.”

Home coarse advantage is -
more prominent in cross:country
than.nearly any.other: sport. With

hills, twists and turns and- trails
to be run, a team that races the

course and practices on it now
and again will have the better
advantage.

If the run would have ‘taken
place elsewhere? ’

“It just ‘may have been too
close to call,”" Smith said, noting
he wasn’t going to speculate,

His team will have their
chance to prove. their mettle
against the Mavericks.: Novi is
scheduled to  visit Milford
Tuesday- at '4-30 pom.

Sam Egglpsmn ‘can .l;e
al (248) -349:1700, -ext;



By MARVIN GOODWIN
ot 'l'ha Dally Oak!and Press

aﬁd Milio) ds g X ¥ Y
teamshavebeensocomfortable -B
with the Oakland County title

. that they each decided to keep it
SattmdayatKenmngton

tgar won their fourth
straight ch pionship, keeping
alive.an impressive 8 of per-
* formances.
Meanwhile, Justin Switzer of
Waterford Kettering and John

Black of Birmm]' ﬁ:}m Brother
were per-
‘ haps the most
CROSS unconifthortahlek‘
pair at the par]
COUNTRY ™ Syitzer tock
—— first in the boys
race, but was di ified for
wearing jewelry (an earring)

m e race, a violation of
rules. ﬁlack, who took
second, was the reluctant
chamg “It definitely felt awk- .
1::.!“ mBedth’a] a:,”” gwockethde The Dally Oakiand Press photos/CHARLIE CORTEZ
5&’ for the five-kilometer ~ ABOVE: Clarkston's Jenny Morgan (right) and Liz Mengyan
Wmm,ﬁgmwgsd . Ieadmepad(lnmeglrlsmceandﬂnlshedﬁlstandsecond.
myhalﬂesteﬁ'ortofth: BELOW: Waterford Kettering's Justin Switzer won the boys -
- year” race,hnu:asdlsqualeeeauseofano]ewelwmb.
Switzer crossed the line first.

seniors,” Clarkston coach Jamie
bt bis ef{e“{.?y? r;peo% ?,{‘gi",m LaBrosse said. “Sometimes girls
acg;qiltl.aberu]]a said he discussed  regress ... but they're running

the best they've ever run.”

thé ey, thgngm:hr?egl gtarbér Nicole: Hammer of Troy ,
and meet official Lou Marimonti  Athens’was fourth in 19: 20 and
and the decision was made. Erin Lafave of Blpomﬁeld Hills
“Nowdyfeelsworsethanwedo” Lahser was fifth in 19:39. Both

pald. areOrt:o villeniS don, led b

“Is the no jewelry rule, peri nville brandon, y
04 Kutchey said, ‘and {ovity - Kayla Doan's 29th pisce g
- cannot be taped.” su:'ggm;f fou:t&p- with

séft:;n” a tough lesson for g)am among Division 2-3-4

“It’s disappointing,” he said. teams.
“My coach mp:nore upset than I While Clarkston breezed to‘its

title, Milford sweated it out as
%gﬁ%ﬁgﬁ?&m - had o }ih::sh donly 1 ggeadm'f;'sNand
ed O] of Novl.
o Sy Vg Hiomtd il Laor e
(18 50)andez em(m 03) Itwastheelghth time
Nordm ( th), Milford has won the county title.
Oltman (1 anna Leach “Thisisa tremendous accom-

lishment for us,” Milford coach
(11211’-11) .and I.yndsay Smlth (13th) gnan Sal sugd “We knew

ollowing, _
-+ Novi and are some of the
mﬁlﬁﬁ Carﬁl,l: ﬁaﬁnmw::e, _ top tet%ln: in the state. We had to

Nowplggthn'd %?hm%m and . Dana Pitcock took second in
Morgan was still feeling the 16:06 to lead Milford, Novi’s

ffects Of  bout with bronchitis, and Mﬂford’swﬁlske Andl:rggnlg

but she forged on, %l wasnit feel- 0 e, in16:24, @ second

qto  2head ofmoomﬁel(imns

Lahser’s Qulck and Novis

~-wmAmel=Hupnkar (16

R, Joel Vanderv (BﬁVenth)
mmﬂn N i Ander




The Oéuomand Press/CHARLIE CORTEZ
«Justip Namm (nght) of Novi has a- pack of runners on.his tai ¢ during the Oakland Cou v

crosseountry championships at: Kensnhgton Metropark Milferdwon the team title-for tﬁe
fourth straight year, with Novi coming in Water,ferd Kettenngs Justin:
Switzer-competed, but he wag disqu plation‘after finishing first;:




‘co\lptry coach Bob: Smil :
been coachmg ‘each, other lias:
| once again come due;

l Novn collects perfect score agamst South Lyon

| By Sam Eggleston -
. SPORTS WRITER

.lt'looks. like South Ljon cross
country coach-Scott Smith is in

debt fotj ye_; anogher steak dinner.

Baobby- Watts took second.
Spencer. -Omeés. showed that

his. continually driving himself

to-be betier and stronger, notch-

‘ing- a third-place -finish in the

tace while Kip Miller captured

f £ ~foﬁrth and’ Justin Namm took

hls brothen Novx boys

%47 think hie's behind by four

. Bob Stmth noted,

Novi took charge of the:imest,:

-a perfect score as they
led the South Eyon
s, 15-49, .

Lea_ding the; way. for Novi was
I' Huprikar, who- ran fo, a

jplace finish for Novi while

fifthi to capxure the.perfect score.
xth was Mark Moore, while

ixth

sthe.nearest South Lyon runitet
‘came in- seventh in. the: race,
which was ‘held at- South Lyon's

home course:,
Allsix. pf Novi's runners cross

the line shoulder to shoulder, but

had to be given places by the
officidls at the meet:
That was Novi’s plan — have

‘the boys run togethter and ﬁnish

in‘atightpack.
“I'sa tremendous confidence

—

. talented runners this year,

bmlder and those. guys under--
stood what ultakes fo stay in:.a
pack and just how close they

" really are to the front runrniers.”

‘However, Novi’s. alnhty to.
pack did. leaye the Lions in the
dust. -

“We were able to'keep a tight -
packof sixand'we:ended up'tak- |
ing cate’ of a very, good team’s. |
lead runner and put them.in our
pocket,” Smith noted. “My poor

- brother'was a victim of our tram-

ing strategy thotigh.”

“South Lyon, however, may be
back next season to ‘help even
the odds and the steak dinners.

“We'll graduate’ a‘lot of very
" Bob
Smxth said. ‘”l'hey graduate no

. one.

—




KVC earns reputation as Valley of the Giants

Can’t catch breath
in this fast company

CROSS-COUNTRY

By WRIGHT WILSON
FREE PRESS SPECIAL WRITER

After Milford won its fourth
consecutive Oakland County
cross-country championship at
Kensington Metropark on Satur-
day, the Mavericks hardly had a
chance to savor the victory.

“This starts what is an unbe-
lievable stretch for us in intensity
and competition. There is no
rest,” said Brian Salyers, coach of
the state’s top-ranked Division 1
boys team. -

On Tuesday, Milford beatfifth-
ranked Pinckney,-27-28, in a dual

_meet:—Next Tuesday, second-
ranked Novi waits in the wings.

Chalk that up to membership
in the Kensington Valley Confer-
ence, an eight-school league that
has long enjoyed a reputation for
cross-country excellence.

Even so, this appears to be an
up year for the league. In addition
to four ranked schools (Howell is
ninth), White Lake Lakeland and
South Lyon received honorable
mention in the statewide coaches
poll this week.

KVC runners say the tough op-
position prepares them for other
invitationals and ‘championship
races.

“It helps you know your com-
petition going into the state
meet,” said Novi senior Mark
Moore, a returning all-state run-
ner. “Novi, Milford and Pinckney
are probably three of the top
teams in Division 1 right now.”

“The competition in the league
isone of the biggest things for us,”
said Howell coach Paul Webster.

“We just get used to it. If we want
to do well in the league, we just
have to get really fast.”

When Howell won the Haslett .

Invitational on Oct. 2 — finishing
ahead of then-No.2 Ann Arbor
Huron — it had a league dual
meet recordof 1-3. -~

“The KVC has produced the
state champion team in the past
six out of nine years, and it’s been
done by four different teams,”
Novi coach Robert Smith said.
“Brighton, Milford, Lakeland and
Novi have done it — and Pinck-
ney's lurking.”

Last year, Milford won the Di-
vision 1 team title. Pinckney fin-
ished sixth and Novi seventh. Six
of the top 80 — the cutoff for all-
state recognition — came from
KVC schools. Coaches think the

_ conference would have had an

even greater presence had the
KVC schools not all run in the
same regional at Clarkston.

i FRIDAY

 Oct. 15,
12004

“We were fourth, so we we-
ren’t real happy,” Howell's Web-
ster said; “Last year we were a
definite top-10 team and we didn't
get out” of regionals.

That should change this sea-
son. KVC schools will be scat-
tered at different sites for the Oct.
30 regionals. Brighton, Hartland,
Howell and Pinckney are as-
signed to the Grand Ledge race;
Milford, Lakeland and South
Lyon will compete at Holly, and
Novi will run at Northville.

The schools’ last chance torun
together comes at the league
championship meet, Oct. 25 at
Hudson Mills Metropark near

" Dexter.

Webster said eight runners
are capable of breaking 16 min-
utes there: Howell’s John Wilson
and Adam French, Milford’s Da-
na Pitcock and Mike Andersen,
Novi's Moore and Amol Hupri-
kar, and Pinckney’s Ian Boyle and

Nick Katsaferas. S
“I've been around this area for
along time, and this is ag toughas~
our conference has ever been;".
and our conference has been the
most dominant in the state:of.:-
Michigan for the last 15 yeargih:
Salyers said, “There are a nums. «
ber of factors. One is:geography
— there's a number of great plécs..
es for the kids to run. Another.is .
coaching: We have a number of -
coaches who are the only ones- :

" that have ever coached at their:

school. Over the years theylve."
been successful, the other coachs
es have been able to learn froin
that, and as a result the bar has...
been set so high, If you canrise to~
that level in our league, that:-
means you're a state contenderd:-
The league’s elite runnersr.
seem to welcome the challenge: - =
“You can win a bunch of con-. ..

ference meets by going 16:30,"

Moore said. “But not the KVC.":



By Sam Eggleston
spoms WRITER

. With:a convincing win agamst
Hartland last week and‘a. Strong
showxng at the Gabriel Richard
Invite; ‘the Novi- Wildcats are
bégu’l‘mng to prep fof one of their

‘Kensington~  Valley’
Cfonfexence championships. .
- ‘Novi, ranked’:second in the
state presently, ‘will race top-

st-challenges of the year — .

Thursday, October 21, 2004-NOVI NEWS

ranked Milford and fourtb ranked
Pinckiiey October 25. .

“This-.is. basically the state -

meet minus_probably Ann Arbor
Ploneer,” ‘seriior ‘Mark Moore

said. “it’s going to be a real bat- -

tle ”

One that will let the Wildcats
know exactly where they stand.
Already, the squad nearly over-
took:Milford in-a highly-compet-
itive Oakland Codnty meet,. but

they didn’t have quite the show-

mg needed.

This time around,. the addition
of Pinckney, Howell and the other

'KVC schools will make it more
interesting.

“Every team has their top two
runners,” senior Amol Huprikar
said. “Between us, Milford,
Howell and Pinckney the top two
runners from ‘each school will
probably finish in the top eight. It

-will depend on the third, fourth

and fifth runners to see who ‘will

Suhmitted Photo

The Novi Wildcats will be looking to make some noise when they take on top-ranked
Mllford and fourth-ranked Plnclmey in the KVC race. Novi is ranked second in the state.

’

win it” ‘
.Both Moore and Huprikar, who
have become two of thé leading

runners in the state, have plenty
of .confidence in the other harri-

~ers. .
Rounding out the top seven for

Novi. are Spencer Ornes, Kip

Miller, Mike Wheat, Bobby Watts.

and Justin Namm.,

“They.are all working extrene-
ly.hard and are keepmg pace with
us’ durinig’ workouts,”
said. “I'm very confident in then'
abilities.”

Novi will have. to put up some

of the best times this year if they.

hope to overcome Milford —
something both Hupriker. and
Moore believe is possnblb

“I think we'can win it aslong agi :

we put everything.tog
Moore. “We've been ifiif :
that whole season in that ne ards,
1 don’t see why we can’t win-it'

The possibility of ségspn-hest
times is there as well,’

“We’ll be running at Pinckney s
home course, which is ane of the

fastest we've run all' year

Huprikar said.
Ranked second in the state and

‘taking on the first- and -fourth-

ranked teams is never easy — but
in the end what does ‘a ranking

. mean?

~ “Nothing at all,” Huprikar said.
“Some teams never live up to
their rankings and some unranked

Huprikar

\

teams can end up being rather

impressive.”
If Novi continues to run the

“way they have been all: season,

then the ending to their year will

no doubt end up being rather

impressive indeed.

Sam Eggleston Ean be reached

at-(248) 349-1700, ext. 104 or at -
'seggleston@ht.homecomnvnet.
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‘Novi's program has become a premiere one in the'state.
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'QVl runners

pace competltmn,

Cross country squad keeps up its numbers

By Ken Welsch
Special to the Detroit News

NOVI — You remember the Rat Pack.

More recéntly there was the Brat Pack.

Now meet the Cat Pack..

The Novi boys cross country team, armed
with legs too' numerous to count, has ridden
those nunmbérs to become one 6f the premier
cross country programs in the state.

Sure, having front-line talent helps, and the
Wildcats have, since their state championship
years of 1998 and 1999, always boasted one or
twotop-ﬂiglurunnets.Butthelrtruesuengthls
in their numbers, a quality that tinsyeax’s Wild-
cat team embodies more than any previous.

“Our original plan was toget.our pack time
under a-minute,” said coach Robert Smith.
“Now we're dowtito 300: 40 seconds”

The pack time — or the aitiowht of time
separating their.Nos. 1 and.7: TUNNETS ~— cons

tinues to dwindle right on schedule. With the

Division I regional meet set for ‘Oct. 30 at.

Schoolcraft College in Livonia, the Wildcats
appear on pace to continue their recent tradi-
tion of saving their best races for last.

“We have a good reputation of peaking at
the right time,” Smith said. “We seem to have
figured out how to finish the season.”

In short, they finish fast.

Beginning in 1998 when the Wildcats won
the state championship behind speedster Tim

Moore, Novi has been as unflappable as any -

team in the state. Novi repeated its title in 1999,
finished runner-up in 2000 and 2001, dropped
to third in 2002 and finished seventh last year
The Wildcats have found a formula that
works. Seniors Mark Moore and Amol
Huprikar provide the wheels and regularly
turn in front-of-the-pack finishes. Moore's per-
sonal best time this season is 15 minutes, 52 sec-
onds, and Huprikar isn’t far behind at 16:25.
Both:are returning all-staters.
Behlndmzm;*hnmot far, is the pack that has
become syrignymeus,with Novi cross country:
personglbests, senior Justin Namm,

. AaronCroad
EvamDanLe!sen -

sophomore Kip Miller, junior Bobby Watts;
senior Spencer Ornes and sophomore Mike
Wheat all run within 20 seconds of one another.

A glance at this year’s roster indicates that the
Wildcats should be in good hands next season. A
glance atthe results from a junior varsity meet in
Oakland County earlier this season show they
shouldbemgoodshapenmymrandbeyond. ‘

‘The junior varsity Cats won the Qakland
County meet. Afterward, Smith went and cal-
culated that the Cats would have beaten ateam
of All-Stars, everyone in the field versus Novi. -

“It’s nice to see,” Smith said. “You already '
hear guys talking, ‘I can’t wait until next yw
when i‘sourturn’ -

‘We'll feel the pinch of this (graduating)

class. you always do, but we'll be all nghbéme
future looks pretty bright.” ’

Ken Welsch is a Metro Detroit fr




' mwm&mmmmm
runner Spencer Ornes beats Justin Namm and Mark Moore (center) in a team competition. Coach Robert Smith-has. .
ses to break the monotony of ordinary dnlls.
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Wildeats runners hgve:-

worth it come November.
“They see how much we want
- it,” senior tri-captain Amol Hu-
prikar said.“We run those Work-
ostultis at the beginning of the fall.”
Regionals, are Saturday, the
state finals are Nov. 6, and Novi is
eyeing the state title.
Coach Robert Smith’s Wild-
--&ats have thrived in the past sev-
en years, winning the class A title

in 1998 and 1999 and finishing as -

- Division 1 runner-up in 2000.

7" The senior class expects a

championship after finishing

10th, third and seventh the past

three years..They realize this is

their chance at lasting glory. -
The Wildcats, 1éd by tri-cap-'

tains Mairk Moor€, Huprikar'and -

Steve Fannon, tied for first place
in the Kensington Valley Confer-
ence dual meet season with a 6-1
record. Their only l6ss came to
Pinckney early in the season
-4yhen the Wildcats were still

training heavily.

The one victory that people .

will talk about until the state fin-
als came Oct. 19, when Novi
edged the defending Division 1
champs Milford, 27-29. ‘

Novi’s runners finished sec-
ond, fourth, sixth, seventh, eighth
and 10th, featuring impressive

depth highlighted by a late kick

from junior Bobby Watts.
“It was huge because it was
basically the top two teams in the

state, ” Smith said, adding that he -

xpeets Pinckney, Ann Arbor Pi-
sneer and Ann Arbor Huron to
&80 contend for the title, “We

‘ere going head to- head with
shem basically on their home turf
and'it was a very strategicstype

gurse. So you have to know how

e i?“am e win was Novi’s first over

Milford in four.years.

——

year’s state meet. “Bobby’s been
improving every race and getting
more miles.”

Talent and depth have played ,
a major role in Novi's run for the
state finals, The Wildcats afe-ex- |

- pected to advance easily from
| theirregional at Northville, |
Auch of Novi’s success can

"Bé'traced back to Smith, who'

. ries to keep his runners’ minds
?{ndl 3gs fresh. ‘

\ One or two days a week he
 bieaks e monotony with a un-
| ning game he invented — somes
- times *speedball,” sometim

 to change thepace.

Smith also preaches about non-cross country details: what to eat,
what to wol;d on weekends, even what shoes to wear toschool.

| intervdl elimination game — st

Beph, talent anddesiver
.~ 'CROSS-COUNTRY . So, what makes this year dif- * Smith also talks about non-
: T AR N mall other years? * * cross country details: what to eat;
—~ BY MARK SNYDER : a lot of depth,” Fan- what to avoid on the weekends, |
FREE PRESS SPORTS WRITER “We have the people «eVen what shoes to wear to
' : 't sc%ll-le help us mentally |schoek - :
“ard work ake the In, practice. The slower runners . ; oungh it may have
Jord we ;ys c:;:) s!sI:co?m t};; g}?nt ~tak§‘_1t t‘ﬁasfio Jus”t because \them all a few years to buy'into
teamsick. el‘};xin:l;?) r:ceixlrl:;i a boost Smith’s theories, the older run:
But that’s OK with them. Their when senior Cal DePott d niers have reaped the benefits..
‘motto is: If you’ve never thrown Watts Zem%r d : ¢ othert:n “Junior year I started to follow:
up after a hard workout, you.. this fall. ecided to join the team that and people see that it
. -probably haven’t pushed yoursglf - Watts, who also plays hock | weorks,” Huprikar said. ;
éhough.” T is the & ,‘w’oNsosp ays hoc e’é’ ! ' “It takes you to the next level™
In September, when the “9-1-1” gePo?:teia?;ﬁd c(;;os rutx;ner i " Maoore said. A '
drill — running 1,000 meters, a - stead of plaving so%é" rrgmtxl?- : _ Novi is in peak form and get-
- mile, then another 1,000 — had 'éighth'dr rgnat%;lfan. er, 1s the ting stronger, with just nine days
" some of the younger runners los- “Bobby’s sust got 50 much tal- left until the state meet.
ing their lunch, the captains ent” said M{) oreg?%vi's top run- . “We have a group of dedicated
promised their effort would be. ner who finished 10th at last athletes and have a winning for-

ml.léfl that's tremendous,” Smith
“We have-an’ ability. t6:win at
theend” - e

ettt <



Novi boys win cross country tltle

By Sam Eggleston
 SPORTS WRITER

Monday marked the silver
anniversary of the Kensington
Valley Conference championship

: meet, but the Novi Wildcats were

looking for gold.

The boys found .it, taking first
place over Pinckney and Milford
to seal the KVC ftite. The girls
took third overall behind power-
ful squads from Milford and
Brighton.

“It was an amazing day,” boys
coach Bob Smith said of ending
Milford’s streak of three-straight
titles and eaming one for Novi.
“The boys did a phenomenal job.”

Novi took first with 45 points

.while Pinckney finished second

with 58 and one-top ranked
Milford was third with a 64,
Though Mark Mocre and Amel

! ‘Huprikar finished in their normal
' position in the top five, it was

another harrier that desgrved

| accolades after the race.

MxkeWheatmadeallthedlf-

- ference in the world for the
- Wildeats, finishing in 17th place

to séal the major victory for his

. Novi souad.

© KVC meet,” Smith - noted.

hliy

MkeWheatsealedthe:leal

.. for us," Smith said. “That was
* Miké's best race by far. Heiihas
‘ beenlhescventhmanallyearand

now he reaily stepped up (o the
plate”

Justin Namm and Spencer
Omes had great

£s 1an
and glamm wz:; {?tﬁzhg
16:45. )

Bobby Watts and Kip Miller
ran their average times.

“You can’t have average in the
((If
Wheat would have run his aver-
age race, we would have still won

| by one point, but that would have

been crazy. It would have been

| 'the tightest méet ever.”

Novi knew heading into the
meet it would be the third
through fifth runners that decided
how the chips fell. Every team
has a strong one and two runner,
but:the herd thins out in a husxy
from there down. :

“We've got the best three:
thirough five runners aroundl
Srhith noted.

And Wheat has made a nam|

forhxmself as a runner who.does;-
! 1t shy away from. adversity.
“itate reallv ‘what a coach

races too in the

| hopes for and dreams of," Sr{uﬂl
said. “Hemnagmatraoe .

, Smith has made a habit out of
tellmg his runners their pl
| the team weren’t set in 3 ne
when it came to position., 'Sure,
Moore and Huprikar always seem
to come across the line in first

are never guaranteed, .
* A runner isn't only as'good as
his last finish.
“Wheat took that to heart,” said
Smith. “He was really motoring.”
The top 16 runners were
‘awarded All-KVC honors with
Wheat. mlssmg out by just one
spot. He is, however, only a soph-
| OMOTE. - ,
Novi was ranked second
behmd Milford in the state coach-
' es* poll. That may change.

and second, but the third, fourth, .
fifth, sixth and seventh positions

*“I would think so,” Smith said.
“It’s nice to have that ranking
moniker, but there’s a lot.more to
the analysis than that. We know
' we may not be the top team in the
state, but we know we’re one of

‘ the better team in the state. We
' just have to keep pushing it for
the next two weeks.”

Novi will be back in action

‘ when they run the regional tour-
nament at Schoolcraft College on
Haggerty Road Saturday at 10
am.

The top three teams will
advance to the state finals the fol-
lgwing week ard the top 15 indi-

-vidual wxlleamabegthaswell
we've Q‘L to-keep pushing
selves ?or € next two: wéekS.

said Smith. “We have to."
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ildcats in hunt for ™

another major title

By Sam Eggleston
SPORTS WRITER

The goal is simple in the
regional cross country tourna-
ment: Take one of the top three
spots or go home. .

The Novi Wildcats girls and
boys harrier squads will be look-
ing to do just that when they
compete in a very strong regional
to be held at Schoolcraft College
Saturday at 10 am.

The top three teams will
advance to the state finals the fol-
lowing week while the top 15
runners’ automatically earn a
' berth as'well.

“We'd like to win it,” Novi
coach. Bob Smith said, “Some
years I might say we just want to
qualify for states and I-wouldn’t
care if we were first, second or
third. This year, we want to win
it. I think that is a very achievable
goal.” .

Mark Moore and Amol
Huprikar will be shooting for the
top two places in the region, but
they are well aware there will be
a lot of competition along the
way.

“Churchill has a very strong
team,” Smith said: “And then

there's the kid from Northville,

“Some years | might say we just want .
to qualify for states and | woaldn’t care
if we were first, second or third. This
year, we want to win it. | think that'is a
very achievable goal.” |

Bob Smith
Novi Boys Cross Country Goach

Jasen Turnbull. He’s pretty solid.”

Novi will not, however, be
looking to run their legs off. The
boys know they stand a solid

‘chance at the top spot, but if they

are lagging slightly they aren’t
going to push themselves to the
bring to take first place over sec-
ond.

The girls, however, will have
more of a handful of competitors,
to deal with. Northville,
Stevenson and Churchill are the
teams to beat in the region this
year.

This season marks the first
time in a long time Novi has
raced away from Milford and the
other top scheols.

2
i

“All they needed to do was

shuffle the deck,” said Smith.
“Some of the seeded teams have

.been dispersed, but I don’t think

thiat was the main attempt by the
state. I think they were truly shak-
ing things up a bit, which is just
fine with me.”

Both the girls and the guys w1ll
have plenty of challengers
thiroughout the meet Saturday, but
ifthey succeed and advance to the
state finals they will run in
Btooklyn, Mich. for the state

v tfnals November 6.

| nSam Eggleston can be reached

‘al (248) 349-1700, ext. 104 or at

fggleston@hr homecomm.net

1. Nowi (5-1)
2. Pinckney (6+1) ... . ..
3. MILFORD (6:2)

4. Howell (4-3) ......... R 121
5. Lakeland (2:5) ......... P 422

6. Brighton (34)
7. South Lyon (1-6)
8. Hartland (0-7) .

1. Milford (7-0) ... . ..l ; " .

29
2. Brighton (6-1) ... .olsunieiinennnniniee. 63
B NOVI(52) o vesiiTanennnensvnnnn s 83
4. Lakeland (34) ........... e, 114
5.Pinckney (3-4) .. .oviieienereiiiiieeiann. 134
6. HOWell (0-7) . ..oovivineereiennennn... vl 162
7.SouthLlyon (1-6) .........ccvvvviniinnn..t. 1
8. Hartland (3+4) .....iviieiiiii i 1&2

_AND DON'T' MISS OUT...

It never hurts to have pienty of fans cheering a team on to
vlctory The Novi Wildcats cross country team will be the only
show in town Saturday morning, so don't miss out on a chance
to-see the girls and boys make a run for the state finals.

The course at Schoolcraft is flat, which means plenty of

speed and low times across the boards. The meet is scheduled

for 10 a.m. at the college, which is located on Haggerty Road In
Livonia between Seven and Six Mile roads.
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o : Submitted Photo
A familiar. view indeed as Novi's top runners Amol Huprikar (left) and Mark Moore
climb over a hill agalnst Hartland recently. The duo helped Novi to the KVC title, end-
lng Milford's atreak of three-straight.
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Mavs’

all Year for some-

thm’gz, i ‘::_'_ t'lns " said Moore.

Novi stops Mi
boys streak, but
girls triumph

filford’s

By MARVIN GOODWIN “We knew we had it in our-
Of The Dally Oakiand Press selves, (because). we’r’? more of
an invitational team.
I el oflt’h{‘;dme«" Amol Huprikar (ffth);
state! ’ Spencer Orries (10th) Justin
sta mpﬁ’m crgss. SoUNZY. Namm (11th) and Mike.
Rttt Wit (70) gt
. cats’ scoring in & con
‘Kenmngfnn Valley - of wills that left many
But wher s vi CROSS  Tunners drained from
was realls néeded, COUNTRY “This was a hard-
urging Wildcats egl* » fought victory? Novi
tanced coach Robert Smith said. “My
from the rest of the pack at- hat’s off to Milford and
Monda { . (}:Ionfemmel‘ A fhamm] 'Pinckney. It’s a real testament
onship N“d“n d for our league. If we.can do-
Metropar k. Novi hialted a well here, we can do well any-
 string of three straight titles where”
%Edlfgd’ as the Wildcats Few took notice of Novi dur-
‘ points {0 win their the. according to
ﬁr;dtﬂKerg h]?.)lem four years. ﬁ §eason,
0) ana Pitcock won derra
the individual race in 16:43, - “v@hiei esall ° clll.n“But oﬁdtﬂel;m
but Novi's Mark Moore, who 25 1 how good we were, Our
wasseoondm 15 51 led the hadthe utmost confi-
gegtg-ladenWildic:% who iy
ad five rutinerginthetop - "7 4 eat; Green finished
17. Pinckney finished second |- a{ the girls conference
with 58 points and Milford meet. This year, she stayed
wag third with 64, o withthelead pack and went
In the girls race, Milford’s mthe&ontmthelastmﬂe,
Carlie Green took first in but with Brighton’s Nora.
.18:54, pacing the Mavs to, Killunen in
their second straight KVC Still, Green didn’t give in.
gﬁﬁfﬁﬁdﬁ thuGlgs’ ~ “ve come this far and I'm
Novi was third with 83 and “‘Lt,ﬁn“g’gt"%yaﬁ“
Lakeland fourth with 114. Green, who kept Killunen at
thNag, Pmckndmg ]gly angn Mﬂf0:l start(:; bay. “And I knew my team- -
e defen visi
: e oﬂl:egoual ggfes were working hard,
mee into the boys Indeed, high finishes
champlonsig: . But the- M;aqlloer;id g{hun (fo by
Wildcats, wh,o Tost to Megan J;
Pinckney in- a dual meet — Allison Iott. (s:xth) egan
Kaid (13th) were no ma
e e s time.
s only the second time:.
~ this seasor we've had o top |
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First round
By Tim Robinson
daily press & argus

DEXTER - The Kensington Valley Conference boys cross
country season was nip-and-tuck all along, and all
Monday's league meet at Hudson Mills Metropark
proved was that it's entirely possible there could be a
rematch at the state meet next month.

As it turned out, Novi nipped Pinckney after the Pirates
upset them in the league's first dual, and the Pirates in
turn nipped Milford, which it had lost to in a race that
went down to the final 20 feet.

"It easlly was the toughest competition I've ever run
against," said Pinckney's 1an Boyle, who finished third
overall while leading the Pirates. “(Finishing second) felt
all right. First would have been better, but it was tough
today. Everyone was so close, (and) our teams were
so closely matched it could have been anyone."”

Novi finished first with 45 points. The Pirates finished
with 58, Milford with 64.

“I'm glad that we're coming around,” Pinckney coach
Tom Carney said. "I'm glad we got a victory like this.
We got four guys (on the all-league team) who are in
the toughest cross country league in the state.

"This is what we needed,” he continued. "Being second
in this league is an incredible accomplishment. Novi did
a very fine job today."

Howell, which expected to make a bid at the league
meet, was far off the pace with 121 points, barely
holding off fifth-place Lakeland (122) and Brighton
(128). South Lyon was in the mix with 138 points, good
for seventh, and Hartland finished last with 209.

Pinckney, Novi and Milford had all gone 6-1 in dual
meets, with the league meet determining the final
standings.

Novi had 15 points, seven for tying for first, eight for
winning the league meet. Pinckney had 14, and Milford
13.

Howell (10) finlshed fourth, while Lakeland and Brighton
(seven apiece) tied for fifth. South Lyon (four) and
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- Phato by MARK A. DULL

Plnckney s Levl Hohl (left) and Novi's Spencer Ornes are neck-and-neck as they near
the finish line in Ménday’s Kensington Valley Conference cross country meet at
Hudson Mills. Hohl would edge Omes-out to finish ninth overall. Novi won the over-

all race whlle Plnckney was second. B




Pinckney boys place second in KVC cross country meet 10-26-04 7:17 PM
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Pinckney boys place second in KVC cross » Football
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Three teams entered the Kensington Valley Conference boys cross country Site Tool

meet ranked among the top five in the state. After Monday’s race at Hudson e 100°s

Mills Metropark, those rankings might do some flip-flopping. E-mail This

Miliord, the No. 1 team in the state according to a system of scoring based on | & Print This

previous invitational results, finished third in the KVC. Fifth-ranked Novi won <$] Search Site
the meet with 42 paints, followed by No. 3 Pinckney (58) and the top-ranked

Mavericks (64). Newsletters
Pinckney coach Tom Camey was satisfied with the result. Speak Up!
+ Prep Central
/avi really takes it out hard,” ¥ From Our Advertiser . a?;';ba.." e o - = i
.mey said. "They had a 73 o : Bowting Click for Program Guide :
brutal pace going there. My & .WW' s EE—
guys put themselves in + Gymnastics
position to do well, and they ockey
did very well. It's nice to see » Skiing
us take second. You work too : Soccer.
hard to come in third « Scftball
sometimes.” + Pep and Band
- Track & Crozs Count
. foss Counl
The three teams entered the . Vzlgyball Y
final meet with identical 6-1 * Waler Polo
« Log On to ChatXtra!

dual-meet records, meaning
the conference meet reflects
the final overall standings.

’ Get Your
Local Edition

Individually, Milford’s Dana
Pitcock finished first in 15
minutes, 43 seconds.
Pinckney's lan Boyle (15:56) was third and Nick Katsefaras (16:26) was
seventh. Howell's John Wilson (eighth, 16:33), Pinckney's Levi Hohl (rinth,
16:42), Howaell's Brian Marcinkowski (12th, 16:50), Pinckney's Brenden
Marcum (156th, 16:57) and Brighton's Derek Shorit (17:00) all received All-
League honors for finishing among the top 16.

» Ent i kend getawa
. . . with Phantom tickets!
Milford easily won the girls event, outscoring second-place Brighton 29-63. b
Brighton's Nora Kiilunen finished second, 10 seconds behind Milford
champion Carlie Green's 18:54 performance. Pinckney's Lynsey Ardingo was
third in 19:16.
/qghton's Stephanie Venier (eighth, 19:56), Howell's Jennifer Johnson (11th, « Adverti it

J9), Brighton’s Alexandra Nichols (14th, 20:18) and Howell's Ashley
Gardynik (15th, 20:21) eamed All-KVC accolades.

hutp:/iwww.mlive J J findex.s3(?base/sports-2/109880223059730.xml Page 10f2

it ¢
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Was thioie-any doubt? .
" ‘Nowi’s Boys cross countiy
o o team crushed the *
. competition at
the regional
meetlast
week, The
toptwo run-
F ners across
- the line?
None other
than Mark
: . - Moore and
Amol Huprikar. These guys
lon't seem to be able to slow
down, even when the rain and
wind keeps assaulting them

#7, {hrough a race.

i It will be interesting to see
how well Novi does in the state
finals — and not just the boys.

© ‘The girls team made the finals }

ina great showing at the region-

‘@, taking third as a team to.eam
 berth. Thiey éven outran.

e, which had been put-

ing up the best numbers it

schoo} history.

i

. Photo by JEREMY KINDYMWESTSIDE PHOTO
Amol Huprikar (left) and Mark Moore took the top two
spots in‘the-regional meet last week. The boys won the
reglonal, quatifying them for the state finals Saturday.

There was never much doubt in
the minds of their fans and for any-
one else for that matter.

The Novi Wildcats did the pre-

* dictions proud as they ran away

with the top spot in the regipnal
meet last Saturday. They eamed 31
points along the way to finish first
while Livonia Churchill took sec-
ond.with 65 points and Salem was
third with 68. .

“The course was slow due to the
soggy ground,” said Novi coach
Robeit Smith of Schoolcraft
College’s regional racing ground
that was assaulted with two days of
rain. “Places are what counted and
we took four out of the top eight.
All of our guys (were) in the top
18

The impressive performaiice
gave Novi a berth into the state
finals, scheduled to be held
Saturday in Brooklyn, Mich.

Novi will be looking to have
even better times than they did this
week and hope rain doesn’t play.a -
factor in two days: '

Mark Moore, a senior, was not
surprisingly: the top finjsher in the
regional last week. He took the.top |
spot in just 16:20, One sécond
‘behind him was fellow senfor Amol -
Huprikar, who finished second in:
16:21. - .

" - Novi wasn’t through-at that point

though and continugd to impress.as
Spencer Omes finished in seventh -
in just 16:47 and Justin Namm. |
crossed the line-at 16:49 for cighth - |
pluce. Both harriers are senjors. |

_ Kip Miller put on a show, finish-
ing 13tvin 17:18 to be the'secoiid-. |
best sophomore finisher at the meet
behind Northville’s Jasen Turnbull,
who finished fifth. Novi also had
Bobby: Watts, a junior, finish 17t in
17:30:while-Mike ' Wiieat, a- sopho-

more,took 18thin 1734
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 ATHLETES OF THE WEEK

BOYS
5S GOUNTRY
| Mark Moore, Novi

Senror was regional cham- -
, he also led the
Idcats o a'Kensl
Canference title and
a regonaltiﬂe in the-last
" two.weeks. Should be one.
- of the.top runners In the
- Divislion1 state mest on
. Saturday at Brookdyn.

‘Clarkston, Milford lookmg
to defend its state titles

By MARVIN-GOODWIN
Of The Dally Oakland Press

‘On many-other area cross country
teams, Clarkston’s Anne Oltman

; would be the top runner.

Bug’ oﬁrlx1 the g(l);verhouse Clarkston

squad, ghe's o
third, fourth, some-

{imes fifth best on a
team that has dom-
inated the competi-

tion this season.

‘Every year,

+ you've got to work
hard to keep your
spot,” said Oltman.
“(But) I know if T
didn’t have the-girls
behind me p
me,Iwouldn’tberunnmgasfastasI

_am now.”

Clarkston will go for its second
Division 1 state cross coun-

the defe dmg lstatgrgol;s
- the defen vision
champion.. .

Oltman Gillian Nord gmstandl.az
‘Mengyan,ﬂllsemors,h ped com-
prise a - freshmen group that
'matantht erﬂlarkston one of the
"iimﬁ’Theﬁﬁi:eatﬁs.TheWolvestere

ltman

‘ last year. Clarkston has

memorab

CROSS GﬂllH'I'IlY

gixth at states when the trio were
freshmen, they were second at states
as'sophomores and they won the title
won four

N Lo Oltman dtly\'dhﬂes and
o an
ve hooe a partfal four, much to
the St{i)ehght ooacllsi Jatrlxlue LaBrosse.
“Sometimes regress,”
LaBrosse said, %gut th ey
(Nordquist, Oltman Menwan)

Arunmngthebestthey'veeverrun.

nny Morgan, a junior transfer
from O o, has made the Wolves even
tougher to beat. She clocked one of

" -the state’s fastest efforts, 17:36, in

capturing the regional title.

“You can’t go anywhere and get a
team like this,” Morgan said..
“Practices are 'almost as hard as the
state meet. It's awesome.”

The Wolves relish the chance to
compete at states. “We're not

.for second place,” Morgan said.

‘Whatever hégfaens at states, it's
been a delightful run for the
Clarkston seniors.
“My four Xears here are definitely
tman said. ‘Tm. %
to be m'ymg when I have to leavi

State cross country meet

When: Saturday *
Where: Michigan Intemational

Spsedway .

Admission: $5 ,

Race Times — 10 a.m. Division 3
-Girls; 10:30 a.m. Divislon 4 Girls; 11
a.m. Division 3 Boys; 11:30 am.
Division 4 Boys.

1:30 P m. Dmsion 2 Girls; 2 p.m.
Division 1 Girls; 2:30 p.m. Division 2

Boys; 3 p.m. Division 1 Boys.

These girls are my best friends” -
m If the nﬁ boys Division 1 ch%m i-
on comes from:the Kensington Valley
Conference, it won't be much of a sur-
prise. Five teams from the KVC qual
ified for states with three —
Milford and Pincknhey — solid eon-
tenders for the title, dand | .
Howell also quahﬁed. Few teams are
running as well as Novi, which has
surged the last two weeks by win-
ning KVC and regional titles.

The Wildcats won two stralgh
state titles (1998-99) andin the ast
six years have among
togvllo at states each time,

e take gmeax ein knowing

we finish strong,”. ooach Rohert.
Smith said. ‘
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S | Wol\"/ﬁes‘ repeat as girls
state chiamps, while
Milford boys also win title

By MARVIN GOODWIN
Of The Dally Oakland Press

BROOKLYN — Disaster
neatly felled Clarkston’s girls
Sat\n:h('l;y% at :h% state cross
‘country meet at Michigan
International Speedway, But
‘the Wolves literally got back
on their feet and ran to their
'tls.eaeontle d straight Division 1

‘Meanwhile, Milford won it’s
-second straight boys Division

“Couty . SWZer
| )°0)

ggwefe fthe
“ﬁrst&reeplaws in the
Division 1 race as area runs- |

- John Black: Mengyan

of Brother- -
. Rice in 15:35.and Mark
- Moore of Novi in 15:38.

Iy fall doesn’t keep

 éd. “Atthe end, it

teams in N
t};e top Moore

ing 108 points, Pineln

ey was
Eugond m 120, Novi was
fourth with 154 and Lakeland
was ninth with 319.

Walled Lake Central was
gixth with 269 and Lake
Orion seventh (289), giving -
Oakland County teams five of
the top nine places.

“Last year our depth was
our greatest advantage,” said
who had only two runners

from last year’s state meet

competing this yeat: “This
we were skinny in the

mp. But the whole key is
the kids never gave up. A lot
of people counted us out.”.

Indeed, Milford finished
third in its conference meet
but was strong at state. Tts
great to goout thereand:
show everyone we could do.it,”
said Dana Pitcock, who was
seventh in156:47. “Everyonie’
ran awesome.”

Mike Andersen was 12th
(16:00), Joel Vanderworp was
24th (16:07), Nick Andersen
(86th) and Matt Picou (85th)
to complete the Mavs' scoring.

Milford coach Tom Carney
and Salyers were teammates
at Milford and have known
eacl& other since the second

e. “This was a special
g:ment for us,” Salyers said.

Switzer, who was third last
year, took the lead in the sec-
ond mile and was never head-

Clarkston down

it

SUNDAY NOVEMBER 7 2004

anyone was coming in the las

- wes deep muddy. It slowed
me down condiserably. (But)
its:awesome, The amount T've
come in my-four years in

cross countryis amazing”

amazing
Black surged at the end to
secure second. “T guess I

surprised myself,” said
three

kinda




ourth place

in the state!

By Sam Eggleston -

" SPORTS WRITER

It was a race Novi coach Bob

. Smith sure wouldn't mind run-

- Division I state finals behind -

- ning again — but the other

teams in the state finals may not
agree.
Novi took fourth 1_n the
the likes of Milford in first and
Pinckney in second.
“We beat'Milford two out of

; the last three times,” said Smith.

“The boys are taking consola-

. tion in the fact that they know

they can beat them. I can pretty
ch guarantee Milford and

, Jckney would say “No thank -

. you' if offered a rematch. That

. race could be run several differ-

ent times and have several dif-
ferent champions.” .
But, the Wildcats aren’t .dis-

. appointed with how they fared.

Smith admits his squad was
eyeing the top spot when they

arrived at the finals, but knew it

would be a dogfight.
“There were five teams there
that have beaten each other up

. all-season'long,” Smith said. “I

would have been disappointed if

- we weren't in the top five. All

the teams there performed as
expected.”

The leading Kensington
Valley Conference individual
*may not have had the opportuni-
"ty to hoist the team trophy, but
he still wore green and white.

Senior Mark Moore finished
‘as the top conference runner,
coming in fourth in the finals.

“1 looked at Mark and told
him this was his opportumty to
exact some revenge,” said

ith. “Some of the other run-

s may have beaten him this
~gear but his training was
“focused on. the finals. 1 looked
yat him and said ‘Mark, you'll
!beal them today.”

And. he did. Moore ran a

1

“I can pretty
much guarantee
Milford and
Pinckney would
say ‘No thank you’
if offered a
rematch. That race
could be run
several different

‘times and have

several different
champions.”

Bob Smith
- Novi Cross Country Coach

finals time of 15:38.5. Moore
set his season personal record,
but wasn't able to reach his
career mark thanks to some
unfavorable conditions.

“After two days of rain the |
Michigan
‘International Speedway) was

infield (at
soaked,” Smith said. “Race
tracks are designed to keep the
water off of them by flowing to
the infield. That just happens to
be where we were running.”

The boys fared well though.
Finishing eighth in the state was
Amol Huprikar, who is also a
senior.

“Last year people talked
about how we had a superstar
because Mark finished in the
top 10,* Smith said. “We don’t
have just one superstar though.
We have two.” .

Hupukar ran a 15:48 for his
position in the finals.

. chicken pox,”

Not far behind was senior
Justin Namm, who ran a 16:38.
He finished 55th overall in the
race.

“Justin really kicked in up a
notch,” said Smith. “For much
of the year he was considering

. himself the fourth or fifth guy

on the team. He deﬁnnely
deserved being our three'man.’

Spencer Ornes, who is also a
senior, finished just seven sec-
onds behind Namm, but was
75th overall. .

* “There were runners coming

in about three or four ever. sec-
ond,” Smlth said. “It was pretty
amazing.”

Kip Miller ran a 16:52 and
Mike Wheat came in not too far

" behind him in 17:39. Wheat’s

performance was one of the
more inspiring on the day.

“Mike ran an exceptional
race, especially considering he
had just been diagnosed with
said Smith. “He
had the begmmngs of it but 1
thought it was just nerves
because he had already had the
pox. It wasn't.”

Rounding out the Wildcats
was Bobby Watts with a 17:46.

Novi will be in.good shape
come next season despite losing
their top four runners to gradua-
tion.

“I did the math,” said Smith.
“If I took out all of our seniors’
times.and let everyone elsé in
the regional keep their seniors
from this year, we still would
have qualified -for the state

finals.”

Which definitely bodes well
for the future of Novi cross
country — even without staples
like Moore and Huprikar to
keep things interesting.

Sam Eggleston can be reached
at (248) 349-1700, ext. 104 or at
seggleston@ht.homecomm.net.

Wildcat
boys
have

Division
I
tfinale
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A.J. GLUBZINSKI
Editor in chief

BROOKLYN, MI. - Bright
sunlight and a warm breeze met

“heavy ground and an unkempt

course-at the cross country State
Finals. Of the two images, the
painful passed the pleasant at
the finish. )
The boys team tocok fourth
place with 154 points at the Fi-
nals on.Nov, 6 at Mlchlgan In-

lematloﬁail Speedway Foirth -

place was three places short of
theteam’s vision for the day.
“It’s ext*emely disappointing,

" and it’s frustrating too. Both of

those. 1 still think we’re as tal-
ented as anyone out there,” se-
nior Mark Moore said.
Milford, Pinckney, Ann Arbor
Huron and Ann Arbor Pioneer
took the other top five places.
“All five of the teams scored
in the 100s. No one scored
double digits, and the sixth best
was way out in the 200s. So, it
was a five team race,” coach
Bob Smith

dence going in,” Moore said. “I
thought it was really our state
meet to lose. During the sea-
son, we beat the team who got
first twice, and the team who
got second twice. The team
who got fifth I expected to be

our biggest challenge... T

thought1 could get the job done
with Amol out front, and I had

alot of confidence in Justin and

Spencer too.”

A fourth place finish was d1s~
satisfying foi miléh of the téam,

“It kind of sucks,” senior
Amol Huprikar said. “We knew
that on any day the race could
have gone to any of five teams
going into the state meet. Iam
somewhat disappointed. But,
fourth really isn’t bad.”

The tight race in the finals was
characteristic of most of the sea-
son, The team endured fierce
battles with the top five teams
throughout the yéar.

“Us coaches of these five
teams didn’t even know Liow it

~ was going to turn out,” Smith

said. “I think one

said. “It 6fir THEY REFLECT of the most frus-
pretty much ON WHAT THEY'VE trating things is
came out as ACCOMPLISHED, THEY that we beat
predicted. We ~ ACCOMPLISHED WHAT Milfbrd two out of
were confi- MOST HIGH SCHOOL. the last three
dent [before STUDENTS JUS’& times. T think part
the race], but DREAMABOUT. 5 " “of the equation
we also were - BOb Smith was that we had to

realistic, knowing it was too
close to call.” )

Sharing the state"s top rank-
ing'with Milford entering the
 rage. the-téam was optimistic
“gbout its'chances of winning. -

o T <tes Baloks: e

be at.such a high energy level
*, throughout the entire year. It
as a blood bath, It was very
?:ugh ‘tastay at that level meet
after meet after meet.”
The course conditions added

atnhhallanea tes i erind A el

tthe year before.

roller, but this year they d d
so it was like running on a

‘sults.

ing to' Huprikar; §ince it ha
rained during the week and be
cause the Division One race
was the final race of the day,
the trail was torn apart and ran

“The inside of the track was }
real soft and real slow,” Moore
said. *“And, where the course
crosses the track, they put sand [}
down, Usually they use a

beach for those parts of the |
race, which is really hard.” ]

The race had a noticeable ef- &S . .
fect on many of the competi- spencer Ornes vomits in the infield after the finish of thg:

A GLUBZINSK id

tors. One Ann Arbor Pioneer race, He finished with a time.of 16:45.00..

runner cramped and collapsed
within 30 feet of the finish line.
After falling several more times
he crawled across. the finish
line, as others whisked by him '
on both sides.

Senior Spencer Ornes crossed
the finish line upright with a
time of 16:45.00 but threw up
about 50 yards beyond the fin-
ish line. -Other Novi runners
also appeared dazed .and ex-

-hausted following the race.
~ In spite of the agony and dis-

appointments, several team
members achieved pleasing re-
Moore, Huprikar, and
Justin Namn ran season best
times despite the course’s
shape. .

Moore finished third with a
time of 15:38.50 and Huprikar
finished eighth with a time.of’
15:48; 00toeamAll-Smtehon-

they ran fantastic,” Smith said.
“They ran great. Mark got
third. He was the fastest team
guy. He scored one point, he
couldn’t have done any better...

Amol scored five points. That's *

remarkable. And yet they were

disappointed. They weren’t dis- ‘
appointed in themselves, they
were disappointed for the

t.eam "

Following Moore, Huprikar
Namn, and Omes, Kip Miller
crossed the finish line at
16:54.05 as the team” sfﬂhﬁn-
isher.

Smith was also impressed
with the effoit of saphomore
Mike Wheat, who. ran with
chicken pox. According to

‘Smlth Wheat s fxme\ Qvould’

wnthout hxs aﬁliction

- Some members of the team

R ot e m® o . &.oa . l& . . @

. appointment.  If! they refl

practices to run in post season
club level races.
Moore will run in Footlocker

-Regionals in Wisonsin; dfid

Huprikar will run in the Unitsd
States Association for Track and
Field (USATF) Regionals in
Kentucky:

Ten other runners also ragun
USATF Dnstncts thh Hupriker

comings, Smith hopes th
will recognize-their accom-;
plishments.

“These-guys :should bg

said. “They put their ek
tions so high. that som
they set theriselves up:for:

What phey e faccomplf
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By MARVIN GOODWIN
Of The Daily Oakland Press

Oakland County’s solid
formance at the oys’ stau!:eb
, 'Cross oounh'y meet is evi-
denced :ny this year’s collec-
tion of

Oakland County
~atliletes, a senior-

doanllatﬁg gtl:oup .
-with:loads of e:geuenoe

x:":] highlas the: seeond-tough
+ ; estrconf 3¢'in the nation
- took slx 10 gpots.

Mike Andersen, Miford—
Placed third alihe KVC meet, Holly
cm regional.and Catholic
meet and was a fourth-
place finisher at the Oakland
County mest. Placed 12th at the
Division 1 state meet in 16:00.
John Black, Blnnlngham
Brother Rice — Was Oakland .
County champ as well as first in the-
Oxford and Holly invitationals,
Hansons Invitational, Catholic -
League mest and Clarkston region-
al. Placed second at the Division 1
state mest, whers he clocked
15:35.7. Also a Footiocker National
Cross Country mest finalist.
Luke Helman, Lakeiand —The
only sophemore on the squad, he
rged toward the end of the sea-
son aﬂer lacing 15th at the
nty meet. Was sixth at
the ch meet and Jackson .
Invitational, and fifth at the Holly
Division 1 regional-and Oxford .
Invitational. Capped season with
11th place at state meet in-15:58.1.
Amol Huprikar, Novi — Gave the..;
Wildcats a sofid 1-2 punchas he .
placed fifth at the KVC meel, sec-
ond at the Northviile Division 1
regional and 10th at the Spartan
Invitational, He was sixth at the
Oakand County meet and placed
! 8'!hatmeDMston1 state'meet in

oore, Novi —
: Expedsmed seniopms KVC meet
. __.nmner-up and Noruwme Division 1

Etness
FE

Heliman:

Huprikar

~BOYS

All-county second team
Name School Year State time
Nick Andersen Mitford Fr. . 16:29
Doug Bosin -Lahser A 16:38.65
Justtn Kelly Femndale Sr. 16:18.2
Sean Maxwell WaI!ed Lake Central g 16:07.2
-Spencer Omes Sr. - . 1645
CofnOm_ . . West B!oomﬂeld v Sk 16084 |
“ Blily Peterson -~ Lake O ’ Sr. 16237':" s
Rob Shinouskas:  Lake Onon Jr. 16.28 55. .
Sam Watson Rochestér Sr. ‘16224
Honorable mention: Jeff Aspinall (Walled Lake Westem); Todd
Bowmar (Walled Lake Westem); Brooks Cowan ); Tim Crouch
(Hazel*Park); Ted Howard (Blnnlng:ham Seaholm); Andrew Kefler (South
Lyon); Justin Namm (Novi); Phil Shaheen (Troy A!hens). Jaspn Sosnoski
g.alﬁe F)iossTead'n (Stoney Cresk); Anthony Wile (Birmingham
rother

champion A three-time
ion, Moore tpok third at the
County mget and the
Spartan Invitational, and gutted out
a third place at the Division 1 state
mest in 15:385:

Dana Pitcock, Mitford — Came .~

on strong at end of the season, nall-
ing the nsington V'a;l;y
Conterence titie and taking second

" " at Holly Division 1 regional. He was

Oakland County meet and Catholic
Central Invitational runner-up and
placed fifth at the Division 1 state
meet In 15:47.25.

Mike Quick, Blcomfield Hills

" Lahser — Came through with solid

junior seascn, winning Clarkston
Division 2 regicnal and Jackson
invitational. He was OAA | meet:
runner-up, placed fifth in the
Oalkdand County meetand sixth at
the Spartan Invitational. He brake
16 minutes five times. Placed 18th
at Division 2 state meetin 16:13,
A vt Myl

eague.champ arysville
“Bivision 1 regional champlon.
Placed second at Hansons

. Invitational and tock ninth place at

the Divisicn 1.state meet in 15:49.1.
Justin Switzer, rd
Kettering — 2ent winner dur-
season, capptng career with
I, Spartan and West
Bloomfield invitational titles. Also

added Holly regional and Division 1

state. mmptonshfpa Michigan-

—

"16:07.4.

‘Salyers

his ninth season at the helm,
coached Milford fo its second
stralght state crown, the fourth

bound senior also is a Footiocker
National Cross Country mest final-
ist. Clocked 15:22.5 atstates. .
Joel VanDerworp, Mitford —
Placed ssventh at Oakland County
meet and had top-10 finishes at the
Miltord Open (seventh) and Catholic
Central Invitational (fifth). Placed
24th at Division 1 state mest in

Coach of the Year
Brian Salyers, Milford
After winning the Division 1 state
tite last year, opposing teams came
from all sides to try to beat the
Mavs, and some succeeded. Stil,

. third-place finish
{n the KVC

il meet. That broke-

4} . athree-year

string of titles.

But Salyers, in

straight year Milford has finished
firet or second at states. “The:
btggestmlngwastobepahemand
poised and then working togsther,
werssaid . “Teamwork was the
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HomeTown squad loaded

ty 'runnle.rs‘ _

il

i

h , ual‘

-

" state. The

ByASam Eggleston

The )
Conference is basically the best
"+ cross country conference in the

Kensington ~ Valley

Western Lakes
Activities Association, where the
Northville Mustangs fun, isn't far
beliind..

"The All-Area team. for the

" cross country squads represents
some: of the best runners
Michigan has to offer. They are
thie cream of the crop. They are
ihie bestiof the best..

There are few cross country

runners that have the ability of
Novi’s Mark Moore.
- He’s fast, especially when it
counts, and he doesn't buckle
under pressure. Moore’s top time
this year was a 15:38, which he
ran in the state finals meet for
third place overall. He was the
top runner in the Kensington
Valley Conference at the state
finals.

“Mark has. been the spiritual -
Teader of this senior class,” said

Novi coach Bob Smith. “He has
been the guy that all the other
athletes measure themselves

st. Because of his knowl-
eiige and ability, he commanded
respect.”

Moore didn’t just step up for
ane-meet though. He did well all
season. He took second overall in
the Kensington Valley
Conference finals meet as well as
third in the Oakland County
meet. In the regional, Moore was
first overall.

“He has set the tone of the team
and, fortunately. the tone has
been positive and profound,”
Smith said.

The Novi senior is a returning
member of the HomeTown
Newspapers All-Area team, hav-
ing been named to the squad last
season as well. He was also
named Athlete of the Year by his
team.

l.eadlng the pack -

As a sophomore, runners are
supposed fo sit back, put their
legs up and relax. Why shouldn’t
they? Seniors will lead the team
and so will juniors.

Well, that just doesn’t sit well
with Northville sophomore Jasen
Tumbull.

Turnbull was the leader in
Morthville this year. He qualified
for-the.state meet after finishing

fifth in ‘the regxon for All-

Regxonal status.

“Jasen has a lot of potenual >

s#id Northville eoach ‘Chris

Cronin earlier this ‘Seasori. “He
can be a great runner if he puts in
the time .and is .dedicated
enough.”

The Mustang sophomore’s best
time this year was 16:11 at the
CC Classic, though he managed
to earn the championship in the
Western Division this season. He
earned second-team All-Western
Lakes Activities Association
against some of the toughest
competition the league has ever
offered. At the highly competitive
Michigan State = University
Invitational, Turnbull took 15th.

Another strong finish

Novi is lucky to have such tal-
ented runners.
Their top two hamers in the

above-mentioned Moore and sen-.

ior Amol Huprikar helped make

them one of the most competitive _

teams in Michigan, Why?
Because you could’ never tell
which would push the other to try
that much harder.

“Amol is a very gifted runner,

said Smith, “He has' proven that
-when it counts the most.”

. Huprikar is a walking trophy .
case. He was the fourth-fastest'

Kensington Valley Conference
runner in the state finals this sea-
son with his overall finish of
eighth place in just 15:48. He
earned All-KVC, All-Oakland
County, All-Region and All-State
honors this season.

“He has twice achieved All-
State status in Division I cross
country,” said Smith. “Amol is
also a student of the sport. He
knew the competition, the curses,
the strategies and the mental
aspect of racing.”

Quite frankly, any team would
have been drooling over having
such a high caliber runner step up
and be their top man.

“He was very active in guiding
our younger athletes in the ﬁner
points of meet preparation,”
Smith sajd.

The All-Area team is Just
another accolade Huprikar can

add to his resume. It marks a

return trip for him to the squad,
having made it last scason as a
junior. '

Spencer for hire

"A strong cross country team
has strong finishers who may not

‘be the top runner on the team but

always does what’s best for his
squad. ) o .
‘Spencer ‘Omes, a

Novi Bxgh School is one'of t.l‘;ose.

7glestbn@hl’

runners. His besttime this season
was a 16:42 and'he came ‘through

for his team' when they needed it .

the most.

“Spencer was 100-percem
committed to our program,” said
Smith. “He came into the season
fully prepared to make his senior

year his best. He accomplished

that goal and then some.”

.In the Kensington Vallgy
Conference meet, agdinst some of
the toughest runners Michigan
has to offer, Omes pushed his
way into the top flight of runners
and came away ‘in ‘10th' place fo
help Novi secure ‘the champi-
onship. In the regional, he ran one
of his best races of the year, fin-
ishing seventh to help Novi eam
that title too.

“As evidence of his drive to
excellence, Spencer ran over 700
miles during this past summer
leading up to the season,” Smith
noted.

He also earned an All-Oakland

County ned this season to add to

his " All-Area honors. Ornes
deserves his accolades, Few run-
ners work as hard as he does.

Career performances

Novi senior Justin Namm came
into this season knowing if he put

up his best performances he

could hang with some of the
toughest runners around — his
peers in the Kensington Valley
Conference.

Namm did that and a whole lot
more in his final stint as a harder,

“Justin knew how to race and
train,” Smith said. “It was not
unusual for Justin to be at the
front of the pack during our prac-
tice runs. He stayed focused “all
year.')

In his senior season, Namm

collected a career-best: run- of

16:38 in the state finals. He also

‘earned All-Oakland County hon-

ors this year thahks to his imipres-
sive running.
“Justin knew. the correlation

between quality practices -and
- .quality racing,” said-Smith.

In the KVC meet, he was-key

in Novi’s overall victory for the .
conference title. He edgéd past:

some ughtly-packed runners and
came in 11th to hélp secure the
crown. He also notched an

. eighth-place finish in the region-

al meet and helped Novi to the

. title. )
In the stale meet Namm kiekegd:

out his best perfonnance, finish-

ing 55th overall.
" Sam nglestan oar;bam

(248 49700, e mﬁfﬁg]

mecomninal..



What - isn’t there
- impregsed! with about Mark
Moore?:

“The Novi senior pulls in- good
grades, plays three sports and is
justa.pi ‘nice guy. all around.
" “Mark is an amazing athlete,”
said Navi ¢f0ss.country and track
coach Bob Smith. “He’s been a
leadgronour team and the kmdof
athlete everyone can look up to."

Moore has had an impact on
every. sporthe has participated in

_aswell. In ¢ross .country this year
he was; a, top-10 finisher in the
state. of ‘Michigan’s .Division I
state finals and finished first in
his Regionial. Moore was also, the
top Kensington Valley
Conference finisher in the finals.

In: basketball last season he
helped lead his team to yet anoth-
er-District title as the Wildcats
upendpd the Northville Mustangs
in double overtime.

‘In track and field he belped
lead Novi to a surprising
Kensington Valley Conference
itle.

“Hg’s had a lot. of success,”
remarked Smnh who has
coached the senior in two sports
over the past few years. “T'm
really proud of him.”

to. be

: ‘Sgle_s‘t'n

Moore has all the tools neces-
sary to be: full -of himself. He
plays every sport to his fullest
potenual earning respect and
success in all three of them. He's
been rewarded . with numerous
accolades. including All-State
status:ii cross country.

Yet, Moore is one of the qui-
etest’ athletes at Novi. He doesn’t
say- much, even when prompted
to, He' answers questions the
shortest ‘way possible, never
elaboratmg or pushing his opin-
ions on others.

No, Lhe Novi senior knows the

e —

_ Thursday, January 6. 2005

true meaning of being.an a;hlete
With that comes natutal leadej'-;
ship and the abxhty to.inspire oth-
ers. ‘He -doesn’t ‘talk himsélf up
because_he knows the qnly ‘way
to truly make a-statement is with
his play on ‘the court, track or
crogs country course. Actions,
they say; speak louder . than
words._

-Novi has never been m the
position where leaders: were in
short supply. The schoolis full of

them both: academically aiid ath-
icatly, Few schools die so

d. Yet, when the question
of which athletes rise above' the
rest.comes out, Mcore ranks as
high as-any of them.

Don’t expect him to tell you
that though. He’s much rather
just nod when asked if he plays
sports. Want to know how good
he is? Don’t ask him, Just show
uptoa contest he's participating
in. Moore isn’t gdmg to tell you
justhow skilled he is. He'd much
rather:show you.

That’s what a true athlete
would do.

Sam: Eggleston can be reached
at (248) 349-1700, ext: 104 or at
seggleston@ht.homecommnet,



YEAR OF GREATHESS

1:tions for’ fﬁsmafe athlete nod

Mo Pawlak was.named

‘Female Athlete of the Year,

Mark Moore was' Male Athlete
of the Year and Bob. Smnth

‘was Coach of tha Year for
:2004-~ but there were plenty
of close calls,

Kate 'MacKenzle was

‘thanks to their contributions.

Tab Kellepourey was right
_in:the:running with his suc-
cess in football yet again )

_ spnnt relays and a dxscuss thmw-

Thursday, January 6, 2005-NGVI NEWS

Smith doesn’t coach for money

By Sam Eggleston
SPORTSWRITER .

There's little doubt. that Novi
boys cross country and track
.coach Bob Smith loves his job.

He's always smiling, even man-
aging to do so after a loss on most
occasions. He is the first to-com-
-mend his runners and he’s the first
to give them credit for any victo-

1y
“I’s real gratifying for myself
and for the students,” said Smith

of coaching. “It’s lets both of us.

see hard work does pay.off””
Indeed it does. The Novi boys
track and field team qualified two

"We ve been on a bit of a roll,”
said Smith, “We've had-a. Tot of
success a5 Novi. I'm very proud of
thése kids-and how well they've
done”

Many coaches would be quick
A ———————— -

to tell Smith that he’s lucky to
have so many great athletes at
Novi. Luck, quite often, seems
like something that has fequired a
lot of work to achiieve. "

“A Iot of people don’t remem-
ber:the kid that ran a 25-minute
five (lnlometer),” said Smith. “All
they see.is the-end result of when
they graduate their Iheyre stars.
It's kmd of humorous at times.”

Smith does do wonders. Sure,
quite a bit of the talent produced
from Novi is the proud product of
good genetics — but some of it
takes a lot of hard work.

“Athletes can be made, not just
born,” said Smith. “A lot of kids
that come into this program have
very.low raw slnlls Before they

Wnn g g&i

i
reqewed ‘over the years is_ fanrly e
long, but that's not why he does it..
Nor does he do it for the pay he

gets

s s really a labor of love,” he.
said. “My brother is a coach as -
well and we've had these discus-
smns about what dnves us. It's nnt

ly able to g

o /7
monetary and we’re not trying to
relive the past. Ifs just the true
teacher in ‘us coaches commg
out”

Smith pointed out that many
coaches, including himself, ance
loved participating in the. sports
they now coach. He said when
that love makes thé transition’ to
the coaching level it makes fora
‘much more enjoyable experience. .

““When you coach. something.

'you love, it’s not work,” he said.

Through' the years, Smith has
come (o the realization that win
ning in the'sports he coaches jsn’t
everything — an no, it's net the
only thing either. g

“The kids sometimes. n’t

year, there sno dnu ,
teach such a viewpoint' m

coaches, '
“It’s hard for teenageisf to keep
things like that in’ perspecmte.
said. “But 1 enjoy trymg;to ‘he[p
Jhem get a good handle on lt."
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uprikar now an

All-American runner

1
y: Sam Eggleston
3ORTS WRITER

_Amol Huprikar runs through
hfe

In the fall, Huprikar runs with
Nov: High School’s cross coun-
try team and in the spring he
runs’ with the track and field
team. After the season’s done he
finds himself running some

.more.
uprikar recently made news
a second place finish in a

: lnghly competitive national race

with g time of 15:37 in less-
thap-favorable conditions. He
was: less than a second behind
thie winner.

The end result beyond placés
and times? Huprikar can now
¢laim the title of All-American.

'5'1 was happy that I got sec-
ofid)” he said. “T was excited
because I didn’t expect that. 1
wanted to stay up front and
planned out when I would move,
but I honestly thought there
would be a lot more people with
me."!

Instead, Huprikar and the
first-place finisher were ahead
of the pack by over three séc-
onds with a half of a mile to go.

- As the race quickly came to a
close they had put even more
distance between themselves
and the competition — but they
couldn’t seem to' get much space
between each other.

“He had the lead and then 1
took the lead and with about 100
meters to go he took it back,”
-Huprikar said. “I wasn’t sure
how I'd finish, so I wasn’t disap-
pointéd ; at all with second.”

would call ideal.

“l like the idea of
racing against
harder
competition.”

Amol Huprikar

Novi senior runner

In fact, Huprikar admitted his
single goal heading into the race
was to take home an All-
American title. That meant he
had to finish in the top 25 out of
over 200 racers taking to the
course.

The conditions in Illinois,
where the race was held, weren’t
what cross country runners
Instead it
rained constantly for two days
prior to the race and Huprikar’s
crew were the last race of the
day following about 1,800 other
harriers.

And the temperature?

“The actual temperature was
about 25,” Huprikar said. “With
wind chill it was about four or
five degrees though.”.

Huprikar toughed through it
though. He had to. It was his
first nauonal race. Following
last season’s - cross country
schedule he chose not to com-
pete at that level.

“Last year I was pretty beat
up by the end of the year,” he
said. “Plus, I was happy wnth
my finish at the state meet and

content to leave it like that. This
year we've been planning on:
doing stuff after the end of the
season so we went out and did
it”

The other part of the “we” is
none other than Novi coach Bob
Smith. He knows talent when he

-sees it. He's coached -national

champions before. I-Iupnkar
definitely had the fire to com-
pete at that Jevel. -
“Amol is an amazing athlete;”
said Smith.. “He knows plh@t it
takes to reach his goals.”,
Which is exactly “'what
Huprikar will have to dq when
he heads to college. He’s been
talking to Michigan State. with
hopes of becoming a Spartan
next year with fellow
Kensington Valley Conférence
runner Dana Pitcock. He’s still
looking at the University of
Michigan and Purdue as well.
“Right now I'm Just scheduil-
ing some official . visits,” said
the senior. “Even if I don’t get a
scholarshnp, they usually-end up
giving money to the- runners
who do good their first season.”
Huprikar, who hopes to study
engineering at whatever school
he.ends up attending, is looking

.forward to the challenge of rac-.

ing at-the collegiate level.
“I like the idea of racing

against harder compeutxon,” he

said. “The kids -are bigger and
faster and it’s twice as. far. It's
not going to be easy, but I'll
enjoy it.”

Sam Eggleston can be reached
at (248) 349-1700, ext. 104 or at
seggleston@ht.homecomm.iiét.

— ]
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Harrier Huprikar honored

BySam Eggleston
SPORTS WRITER

Amol Huprikar sure can’t com-
plain about his senior year in athlet-
ics.

The harrier eamed -All-State sta-

" tus, ran a 15:58 over three miles and
finished eighth in the MHSAA state
finals. He also took second in the
USATF National Cross Country
Championships.

“To top it off, Huprikar was hon-
ored by Sen. Nancy Cassis with a

special tribute. from the state of*

Michigan.
“The Now School D:stnct is.very
proud of ‘Amiol” said his coach,

‘Robert Smith. “He ‘serves as a fine

example.of whitis fightwith athlet-
ics: and edicafion, in the state of
Michigan."

Huprikar was honored two weeks
ago during a school board meeting
with a tribute plaque signed by
Cassis. He eamed the award for all
of his accomplishment while repre-
senting Novi and the state of

* Michigan.

“Most people would be quite sat-
isfied with those results,” said Smith
of everything: Huprikar accom-
plished prior to the tribute and his
national race. “But for Amol, the
best was yet to come.”

And the best still may be yet to
come; Huprikar still has his track
season this spring 1o compete in-and

‘will be looking to add to'an already

impressive senior resume,
Smith said- his- work ethic and
dedlcgtmn should ba.examples for

“(Amol) serves as
a fine example of
what is right with
athletics and
education in the
state of Michigan.”
Rahert Smith
Novi boys cross country and track coach

tion, Amol has gone from: a;ﬁﬁh—

who is ane of the bet ninners in thé
United States of America’” he said:






