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Running
■ Wildcats
leave it ail on the
course with
ninth-place finish
at state finals

By Sam Eggl^on
SPORTS WRITER

It’s Starting to become a bit like an
expectation around Novi these days.

AfteT seven straight years of coach
ing the Novi ^Mldcats boys cross
countiy team to a tophlD finish in The
sta^ Robert Smith’s faiis have cbttie

to just exp^ him to lead the team; to
it ’s recogni^ plat* as one of the
staje^tet.
Smitb didn’t. let them down ̂ ain

this year.
The Novi t\^dcats raced to a ninfli-

place finish in the state finals d^pite
not having any seniors leading the
way. Novi was one of four Kensington
Valley Conference teams finishipg in

the top 10. Pinckney won the event with Ann tore through the state the foBownig day.
^  Pioneer coming in second, Rockford in Leading the pack for Novi tSlilje
tl^ Walled Lake Centnd fourth. Lake Orion Wheat, who took 19th overall with a 16:0Sl-^
fifth, South Lyon sixth, Milford seventh, just 30 reconds off the top spot ̂exRasad
Portage Northern eighth and Rochester tan a 16:39 for 55th place while Scott ̂ gner
Adams lOtfa. ran a 16:40 for 60th. Taking 96th in 16:59
“You’re really looking at the KVC show- was Josh Lundey while Lul^ Bames ran a

casing itself as the premier conference in the 17:06 for 109th place. Kei^ Macl^nough
state,” Milford cross country coach Brian ran a 17:17 and Mike Place tan a i;!^ for
Salyers 127th and 163td, respectively.
Hie run took place with ideal conditions Novi’s ̂rls squad was represented bylbne

to miss out on the winds that harrier Meghan Bannatz. She ran a 2W forand

of 16:44.4 while Kblbow finidted 171st inI47llrpl^ iftitbe girls state finals.
Hie laW'Wasiun at Michigan International 17:16.3.

%^way in BrooMyn. It’s a place where “This is an easy course to miscdcul^.
some of die top runners have ended up with South Lyon coach Scott Smith said. T ve
disappointing times. seen many great runners totafiy wreck their

Livonia Churchill’s Tun Howse is a perfect races on the MIS course. It is easy to go out
exanrole. After blowing away the field in the too fast and it is easy, to get taxed in by the
normal, Hnwse struggled in tfie finals, coming large field of 250 nmners. It is easy to make

the final kick too early.”up with a

Ricky Manza works his
way along the course at
the MHSAA state flnal&

.foiid-fiBm-last finish.
Nordiwe’s two boys nmners, Jasen

IbrntaU apdl Nick Kolbow, also didn’t run
WCpl 'ttafoi^ffinished 98th overall with a time 7700, ext. 104 or at seggleston@gttmtetttcom.

Sam Eggleston can be readied at (248) 349-

MlfopsG^i^cmfheT state



Qarkston girls
grab another
Division 1 title

; By MARVIN GOODWIN
Of The Oakland Press

BROOKLYN — Contending
● teams got a little closer to
t< Clarkston at Saturday’s
Division 1 state cross coun-

a try championship. But they
;● weren’t close enough to

overtake the’Wolves, who
won their
third straight

■ state title
! at Michigan

International
Speedway.

Jenny Morgan took fourth
and Stephanie Morgan sixth
as Clar^ton scored 123
points, finishing ahead of
runner-up Okemos (138) and
Rockford (140).

Meanwhile, Bloomfield
Hills Lahser’s boys (130) took
second behind Dexter (95) in
the Division 2 race and the
Knights’ Erin LaFave was

p»p^ at the tape by .05
^ to finish second in t

girls Division 2 race.
Lakeland’s Luke Heiman

was overhauled in the last
400 meters to finish second
in the boys Division 1 race,
where Oakland County teams
took six of the top 10 places.

Pinckney won with 146
points, and Ann Arbor Pioneer
was seojnd (176). Walled Lake
Central (249), Lake Orion
(268), South Lyon (270) and
Milford (287) took places four
through seven and Novi (339)
and Rochester Adams (3M)
were ninth and 10th, respec
tively.

CROSS
COUNTRY

mp see¬
theon

Sean Maxwell (13th in
15:63) and Jake Hill (15th
in 15:53) led Walled Lake
Central. Rochester Adams’
Dave Demres was 14th
(15:53) and Brother Rice’s
Anthony Wile (15:48) placed
eighth,
l^e Orion’s Rob

Shinouskas (15:49) and Drew
Collette (15:49) were 11th
and 12th respectively, and
Milford’s Matt Picou (15:58)
was 22nd. Mike Wheat (16:04)
led Novi in 29th and Andrew
Keller of South Lyon was 16th
(15:56).

Mike Quick was 14th in
15:57 and Joey Grace was
26th (16:09) to lead Lahser,
which has finished in the
top four at state the last
five seasons. Dexter, with 95
points, won its fourth straight
Division 2 crown.

“They came to race,” Lahser
coach Nick Stration said of
the Knights. “We’re compet
ing at the highest level. It’s
an honor to go against a great
team like Dexter. (But) we’re
not giving up."



Boys Girls
DIVISION 1

Team standings
1, Pinckney, 146. 2, Ann Arbor Pioneer. 176. 3,

Rockford, 223. 4, Walled Lake Central, 249. 5; Lake
Orion, 268. 6, South Lyon, 270. 7. Highland-Milford,
287. 8. Portage Northern 337. 9, Novi, 339. 10,
Rochester Adams, 356.

DIVISION 1
Team standings

1. Ciarkston 123.2, Okemos, 138. 3, Roddord, 140.
4, Livonia Churchill, 215.5, Traverse City Central, 220.
6, Rochester Adams. 256. 7, Saline, 272. 8, Grand
Haven, 275. 9. Livonia Stevenson, 284. 10. Highland-
Milford, 335.

Individual resutls
1. Eileen Creutz, Saline, 17:41.0. 2. Katie Haines,

Rockford, 17:47.3. 3, Becca Addison, Grand Haven,
17:54.1. 4. Jenny Morgan. Ciarkston. 17:54.6. 5,
Courtney Calka, Livonia Stevenson, 17:55.6. 6,
Stephanie Morgan, Ciarkston. 17:56.4. 7. Rachel
Patterson, Rochester Adams, 18:00 7 8. Emily
Langenberg, Grand Ledge, 18:05.5. 9, Carfie Green.
Highland-Milford. 18:07.2. 10, Danielle Dakroub,
Okemos, 18:11.2.

Individual results
1. Ryan Grau, Kalamazoo Central, 15:34.25. 2,

Luke Heiman, White Lake Lakeland, 15:36.30. 3,
Robbie Fisher, Grosse Pointe North, 15:42,25.4, Dan
Kapadia, Salem, 15:45.85. 5, Jacob Wernet, Grosse
Poinie South, 15:46.05.6, Pete Loy, Warren DeLaSalle,
15:47.25. 7, Cole Sanseverino, Monroe, 15:47.35. 8,
Anthony Wile. Birmingham Brother Rice, 15:48.35.
9, Steve Breisach, Kalamazoo Central, 15:48.55. 10,
Peter Christmas, Ann Arbor Pioneer, 15:48.95.

DIVISION 2
Team standings

1. Grand Rapids Christian, 108,2, Grand Rapids
South Christian. 164.3, Grand Rapids Forest Hills

North, 218,4. East Lansing, 237.5, Chelsea, 242.6,
Gaylord, 252.7. Dexter. 256.8. Ortonville-Brandon,
263.9, Milan, 284,10, East Grand Rapids, 302.

Individual results
1, Bekah Smellzer, Monroe Jefferson, 17:44.0. 2,

Erin LaFave, Bloomfield Hills Lahser, 17:44.0.3, Brooke
Eilers, Holland Christian, 17:55.8, 4. Jazmine Ford,
Comstock Park, 18:00.9. 5, Thereseann Zimmerman,
Gaylord, 18:15.0. 6, Amanda Mckenzie, Chelsea.
18:17.3. 7, Andrea Schedibauer, Caledonia, 18:20.5.
8, Jessica Armstrong, Wayland Union, 18:25.0. 9, Lori
Burgess, Grand Rapids South Christian, 18:25.3.10,
Megan Josey, Spring Lake, 18:27.1.

DIVISION 3
Team standings

1, Goodrich, 118.2, Jackson Lumen Christi, 147.3,
Hillsdale, 150.4, Elk Rapids, 176.5, East Jordan, 214.
6, Whitehall, 289. 7, Macomb Luthern North, 290. 8,
Kalamazoo Christian, 291.9,Freeland, 307.10,0tsego,
316. Individual results
1, Mikal Beckman, Newaygo, 18:03.6. 2. Kristi

Werner, East Jordan, 18:27.4. 3, Aubree Danielson,
Whitehall, 18:30.0, 4. Devyn Ramsey, Benzie Central,
18:39.7. 5, Kaitlin Omara, Goodrich, 18:44.4. 6,
Ylwa Elhammer, Otsego, 18:44.7, 7, Kelsey Meyers,
Goodrich, 18:51.2. 8, Bethany Hammer, Elk Rapids,
18:56.9. 9, Elizabeth Horcha, Durand, 18:57.5. 10,
Kelsey Krych, Goodrich, 18:58.6.

DIVISION 2
Team standings

1, Dexter, 95.2, Bloomfield Hills Lahser, 130.
3, Flint Powers Catholic, 180.4, Sparta, 184.5,

Coldwater, 205.6, Petoskey, 222.7. Corunna, 281.8,
Three Rivers, 283.9, SI. Clair, 299.10, Fremont, 300.

Individual results
1, Landon Peacock, Cedar Springs, 15:09.50. 2,

Patrick Grosskopf, Corunna, 15:18.55. 3, Van Tate,
Petoskey, 15:24.80.4, Dan Jackson, Dexter, 15:30.40.
5, Ian Girard. Chelsea, 15:38.20. 6, Mitchell Hoffman,
St. Johns, 15:38.80. 7, Addis Habtewold, St. Clair,
15:40.55. 8, Bobby Aprill, Dexter, 15:41.65. 9, Simon
Nyang, Grand Rapids Forest Hills Northern, 15:42.40.
10, Patrick Liederbach, Petoskey, 15:51.75.

DIVISION 3
Team standings

1, Williamston, 78. 2, Grand Rapids West Catholic,
83.3, Jackson Lumen Christi, 187,4, Lansing Catholic
Central, 223.5, Erie Mason, 224.6. Kalkaska, 259.7.
Carson City-Crystal. 267. 8, Benzie Cenlral, 269. 9.
Hillsdale, 301.10, Shepherd, 311.

Individual results
1, Maverick Darling, Ovid-Elsie, 15:49.9. 2, Matihew

Lutzke, Williamston, 15:50.5.3. Mike Mayday, Hanover-
Horton, 15:51,3.4, NickTecca, Parchment, 15:52.1.5,
Paul Grieve, Kalkaska, 15:52.3. 6, Kyle Smilh, Lake
Fenton, 15:53.2. 7, Ryan Scott, Grand Rapids West
Catholic, 15:57.5. 8, Brandon Griffin, Erie Mason,
●5:57,6. 9, Aaron Simoneau, Manistee, 16:00.1. 10,
Devon Duflo, Carson City-Crystal, 16:04.5.

DIVISION 4
Team standings

1. St. Louis, 127. 2, Bellevue, 165. 3, Bear Uke,
167. 4, Grand Rapids Covenant Christian, 191. 5
Vandercook Lake, 194.6, Hesperia, 2l7.7. Potterville,
226. 8, Pittsford, 275. 9, Mention, 286. 10, Hudson,
300.

Individual results
1, Matihew Hanko, Grand Rapids Covenant Christian,

16:14.7.2, Loren Milbralh, Saginaw Michigan Lutheran
Seminary, 16:17.3. 3, Mihe Glinski, Sand Creek
‘6:22.5.4, Alex Harris, Royal Oak Shrine, 16:27.1. 5,
Nick Swisher, Bear Lake, 16:30.4, 6. Brett Domeyer,
Bath. 16:35.7.7. Josh Groenwald, Bear take, 'iG:3?.C
9, Peter Hamp, Ann Arbor Greenhills, 16:40.:-,. 9, Jeha
i<oser, Hudson, 16:41.9, i(>, Cooy Hoifman. Beibvuc.
16:42.0,

DIVISION 4
Team standings

1, Big Rapids Crossroads Academy, 132.2. Traverse
C’ty St. Francis, 159. 3, Ann Arbor Greenhills. 176. 4.
Soulhfield Christian, 181. 5, Saginaw Valley Lutheran.
213. 6, Ubiy, 229. 7, Grand Rapids NorthPointe
Christian, 240. 8, Husperia, 246. 9, Hudson, 26G. 1C,
Rogers City, 281.

Individual results '
f, Marissa Treecsi Maple City Glen Lake, 17:57 2.2,

K-iylee Kreft. Rogers. City, 18:36.6. 3, Kviee K:iOacki,
Ul^y, 18:37.1.4, Alexa Gleiicer, Ann Arbor Greenhills
18:37.3. 5 Rebecca Monroe, Big Rapids Crofisroads
.'M;ademy 18:49.8. 6, Tricia Hozeb-xrm, Saugalu^..
tt.,53 2. HeathPi Strong, Fiilton-Middleton, 19:02.3.

Kailah Gerig, Sane Creek 1906 9, Lacov KreS.
Rsaers City, 19:08.5 lO, Rachel Hani, Hunson,
10 ‘O.'i.
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again!
For Novi coach Bob Smith, it’s all

about tradition.

He doesn’t expect the runnefs on
his boys cross countiy’ team to win
every time they hit the course, but he

expects them to try and to give their

best no matter who they're mnning
against.

That’s what has made his pro
gram so successful and that's what

helped push his boys team .—
picked by the critics as one of his
“worst” teams ever — to win their

second-straight regional title.
The victory, which found them

finishing ahead of new neighbor
Catholic Central as well as

Plymouth Salem. Plymouth.
Livonia Churchill and Northville,
gives the Wildcats a berth to the
state finals.

ran a 16:50. The fiftlt Novi harrier to

cross the line was Josh Lumley with

a 17:04 while Kenny MacDonough
ran a 17:07.

The impressive times were also
personal bests with Pi-asad, Barnes,

MacDonough, Wagner and Wheat
all running career-l^st races.

Joining Novi will be Northville's

Jasen Turnbull and Nick Kolbow,

who took sixth and 13th. respective
ly. Northville did not qualify' for the
finals as a team.

Photo hv
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Novi’s
Scott

Wag
runs at
Cass
Bantc-n,

3

,“y^Fhe Division 1 state finals will
'dnbe again be held at the Michigan
International Speedway
Brooklyn. There, tlie Wildcats arc

hoping to continue doing what has

led them to some very successful
runs at tJiis point.

Novi ran well in some very ideal

conditions at Schoolcraft College
Saturday. They were led by Mike
Wheat, who ran a 16:14 as the fimt

of a very tight pack for the Wildcats.
Alex Prasad, who has had an

in

applaud-worthy season, ran a 16:27

while Scott Wagner nipped at his
heels with a 16:35 and Luke Barnes
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rhis is Wildcat country
r

by Julie Kluka

N'early 25 years ago, RobertSmith took over a struggling
Novi boy’s cross country team.
Although it took another few
seasons to record their first team

win. Smith has now turned that

fledgling team into a consistently
winning program.

After recording a second
place finish at the Kensington
Valley Conference (KVC) league
meet, the Wildcats won tlieir
MHSAA regional meek
qualifying the team for the
MHSAA slate finals. By
winning the regional, Novi sends
.seven runners to the race, held
the first weekend in November at

the Michigan International
Speedway (MIS) in Brooklyn,
Mich.
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After recording a second place finish at the Kensington Valley
Conference (KVC) league meet, the Wildcats won their
MHSAA regional meet, qualifying the team for the MHSAA

“Our league record was 4-3,
but teams we ran against are all
(state) ranked teams.” Smith
commented on his team’s dual
meet finishes. “We seem to step
up in October. We're feeling like
we are on a roll right now.” he
added.

honorable
mention column.

We’ve
never really been
out of the
picture,” said
Smith. “We’ve
been in .striking
distance the
whole time, and
we like that
position.”

One reason
for Smith’s
success at the helm of this
Wildcat cross country team is
that he has always preached
tradition and consistency. That,
and he noted hard work goes a
long way.

“Our moniker is that
tradition never graduates,” Smith
explained. “We’ve developed a
culture that is passed on year to
year. You don’t get to state finals
without sacrifice and hard work,
and our team is committed to
those principles."

Smith also believes that his
teams are successful because his
athletes are self-driven
individuals.

U

Novi is led by junior Mike
Wheat, who has recorded the
team's top time of 16:14 this
year. Other runners panicipabng
in the state final race are juniors
Alex Prasad, Scott Wagner and
Kenny MacDonough,
sophomores Jo^h Lumley and
Mike Place and freshman Lukas
Barnes. bunch.

Surprisingly, not one senior
can be found on the Wildcat
roster this 2005 season.

“We have no seniors at all,
which is unusual,” Smith
admitted. “It’s just one of those
weird things. But it has been
surprising and gratifying for this
junior class to step it up and lead
the way."

Smith maintained that his
squad is focused solely on the
events that will lake place in the
next few days, mainly the
MHSAA final. However, he
reluctantly agreed that he should
field a strong team next year as
well.

“They are self-driven, they
like long-range gratification, and
they don't seek fame and glory
because they don't get much.”

Come min or shine. Smith’s
Wildcat squad is certainly
focused on the weekend.

“Weather is not really an
issue. A lot of teams like it cool,
and ours is no exception,” he
added. “We also train in
preparation for warm weather.
Temperature doesn’t really
impact our pcrforrruince. Cold
weather is a welcome relief for
athletes.”

One might also say that
Smith is a welcome relief for his
own athletes. He even manages
to keep in touch with ex-runners
and give them pep talks before
their own big races, after they’ve
moved on from Novi.

"TTiat’s kind of the fun part
of coaching,” he said. “You get
to impact a kid’s life.”

Even though Novi lost its
first league race to #1 ranked
Pinckney, the Wildcats never lost
confidence or sight of their goals.
Smith said they’ve just been
simmering beneath the surface,
never quite ranked in the state
but always listed in the

I’m just there to fine-tune
the motivation they already
have,” Smith said. “I’m simply
building on that.”

He was quick to point out
that winning is a lot more fun
that losing, though, and cross
country athletes are a unique

u



RUNNIN’ WILDCATS...
Members of the Novi High School cross country team ,,
gathered around their regional championship trophy
after prevailing at the Division 1 regional meet last week,
The Wildcats will compete at the sjate meet Saturday at
Michigan International Speedway.
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Novi cross
country
runner
Mike
Wheat fin
ished first
for the
Wildcats
during ^
their meet
with
Milford.
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Pnoioby GILLIS BENEDICTiUiLYf>RESstAnous

Highlanders Brian Marcinkowski (ieft) and Logan Hatfieid (center) battle Novi’s Alex
Prasad down the stretch Tuesday. Marcinkowski finished second, Prasad third and
Hatfield fourth.

Highlanders boys fall to Novi



CROSS COUNTRY

Training has Mavs
ready for success

Oakland County
top boys runners
1, ilAi Owtt. BlooadWd UhM - Knigro'
mg rvnw ih« last three seasons.
3. Uiht Mnn, UUM ~ Can he conUnue his
ateai^r imprcniefflsm?
1 Scar UuMcl. WM lake Central — CauH stnrii
anomei naa by r« Viings.
C.NIdi ltndcner.Cnnbraot.KlnaaiM — ScphcnKiic
has big-inaal expebanca and big-tiine polanliai.
S. Dave Oensct, RecMlar Adanu — Feekng he's got

saasoRinnim.
S^oSSmnixistls, Lake OrMn — Chance U be the
Otagons' lron1*runnar.
7.Todd BowMCVMM Lake VMIam—Hoping t> buU

a

A rigorous training camp in
the Upper Peninsula might
do wonders for Milford’s boys
cross country team. For seven
days, the Mavs enjoyed gor
geous scen
ery while BOYS PREVIEW cn success ot last year,

t AndiM Ktlei. Soulti Lyon — The Ucra' from-njr>-
nsr mil key team ehort.
t. Ross Tcadi. Stonay Crtat — Could be reedy tor a
hieakOuiseason.
lO.Tony SanMpo. VMM Late Camrsl — Can only gal
better with mnning partner.

rreppmg 
or the com
ing season. “It was beautiful
for us,” coach Brian Salyers
said. “Cool at night, nice dur-
ingthe day.”
^e Mavs returned to

Oakland County with the
intention of competing, but
with less to work with than
in the past. Four of the top
seven runners from last year’s
state championship team are
competing at Division I uni
versities and another — Nick
Andersen — transferred to
Bloomfield Hills Cranbrook
Kingswood. “Our team is
considerably different this
year,” said Salyers, who has
two straight state titles in the
book.
A third, though, might be a

long shot.

Best of rW: Ter] Howaid |B«nngftari Sadhotn),
Mi^ Mavss (Vyated Law Nbrlhem|:Uaii Fheou
(MtltorO): Adam Richmcini] (Oilord): Dan Welch
(Lakalantf): Rote SolarsWy (BarMay). Arthony
kVila(BneiarRica|.

Sean Maxwell. Trbny SanfilUpo, Scott Stevens
anr] Jake HI. However, the Vikings linished
with only six runners on the s<)tted last season,
leaving them vulnerat:^ to Injuries. Unless they
get more runners, they'll be walking a tightrope
this season.
S. lakaland The Eagles stay compeiiiive by
tussling in the Kensington Valley Conference,
one of the toughest distance-mnnin^ loops In
the Midwest. Dan Welch, Luke Heimsn and
Chris Follick form a solid retrjinrng trio for the
Eagles, whol need help from a youthful sup
porting crew to challenge for the league tide
and more.
S. MIHoid — Despite meir losses, the Mavs
always are compebtrve. Matt Picou, the team's
No. S runner at states last ̂ ar, returns elor^
with Matt Tulpa. Devin McKeown also will
help, and Rob Paulson maOe huge improve
ments from Iasi season. Sophomm Andrew
McKeachle will try cross country for the first
time, and Bob Felgley and Steve Fuelling wil
help, ̂ e're actually going to be OK.* Salyers
sajd.'lfs hew much our sophomores are g^g
to come around.'
7. Novi Detroit Cathofic Central — Only lour years
removed trom a Division 1 state title, the
Shamrocks were denied en appearance at
slates last season for the first time in some
20 years, according to coach Tony Magnl.
That’s enough Incentive for this year's group.
‘They want to be the loam that d^sn’t

K> agajn," Magnl said. Seniors Mike Nienhaus.avid Champine and A.J. Huber win lead a
squad with some 40 athletes.
8.1Toy Athera — The Red Hawks figure to leap
from sixth at last year’s OAAI league rrteef Into

I  teams, accord-
. But Athens will

need juniors Jason Luibrand, Man Shaheen
ar>d Chris Tassen lo step to Ihe forefront. Neel
Duggan Is in ‘phertomenal shape,' according to
Stallsmith, and, with senior Enc Brunning, Ihe
pair could k>mi a soU 1 -2 punch.
9. Oarluion — The Wolves’ surprise trip lo
steles last year could be the confidence boost
er the squad needs. Seniors Karen Brennan
and Edn^ Brennan wll help, along with Chris
Anderson. Andrew ChaHee and Nick Lamora
complete the returnees with state-meet experi
ence. Expect Clarkston’s ctsTib n the OAA I
lo conlinue.
to. Rochester Adams — The first sign ol a
Hi^londer upswing was a victory junior
Dave Demres at Ihe Adams Invitational, tf
seniore Brad Anderson and Kevin Patterson,
expected to be big contributors, can catch up
to Demres, the H
league’s leaders. .
also should help.

group of top contending
Ing to coach Mike Stallsmilh.
die

lighlanOers can be among the
. EMotl Backes and Joe Urda

HERE ARETTfETOP 10 BOYS TEAMS
IN THE COUNTY.

I. Lake Orfoi — The Dragons were regional
champs. OAA 1 runners-up and placed s^enth
at the DIvisiQn 1 state meet last year. But
coach Stan Ford believes this squad can lop
those efforts. Returnees Rob Shinouskis, Drew
Collette, Jason Lawton and Matt Dufresne
give Lake Orior a sold group with experience.
Freshman Doug Mack and sophomore Kyle
Lawton are promising contributors.
2. Bloomfield Hills Lahw — With at least a
top-tour finish at the Division 2 state meet the
last lour years, the Knights have a trsdibon to
uphold. Led by three-time All-Stale runner Mike
Quick, and four olhdre with big-meet experi
ence, Including Nick Krol, Joey Grace, Charlie
Najt and Imisan ASarakhia. Lahser should keep
Ihe tradib'on alive. Jon Adler and Jordan Jones
also will help. T think our guys are extremely
excited about ihe season,’ sad Lahser coach
Nick Stratton, wtio has led the Knights to four
straight league titles. Including a 27-0 league
dual-meet record during that ̂ an.
3. Non — Just bke many other top Kensington
Valley Conlerence learns, graduation losses
took their toll on Ute Wildcats. But count on the
defending conference champs to be In conten
tion again. Alex Prasad, Scot! Wagner, Kenny
MacOonough and Mike Wheal will contribute
al^ with Bobby Watts, one ol only '
savl^ on the team. Josh Lumley and
Baines are showing promise, along with Steve
Fannon, a gifted quarter-mller. 'Even though
our guys are relalively young, they’re sea
soned,' coach Robert SmlDt sad.
A.WiBed Lake Cantral — The Vikings are poised
to make an Impact among area teams. TTiey
linished sixth at the Division 1 state meet last
year and four of their top five return. Including

three
Lucas

CO

cs
— MARVIN GOODWIN
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Randall Hurst scored 27 points for
West Bloomfield (5-0,2-0 Olv. I).
Others

, Allen Park Cabrini 54, Warren Zoe
Christian 27: Junior forward Nikki
Fernandez scored seven points for
Cabrini (5-1). Ten different piayers
scored for Cabrini. Gabrieiie Savlisby
had 10 points for Christian (2-2).

Binriingham Detroit Country Day
70, Brighton 46: Senior guard Waiker
Price had 17 points for Country Day
(6-0). Junior forward Chelsea Albert
had 14 for Brighton (2-2).

Birmingham Marian 51, St. Clair 47;
Brigid Mulroy scored 28 points for
Marian (5-0). Megan Johnson scored 14
and Kelsey Rood 10 for St Clair (4-2).

Dearborn 46, Livonia Churchill 43:
Junior Mallery Tarrant and senior
forward Jessica Welton each scored 13
points for Dearborn. Junior guard
Stephanie Bradshaw scored 17 for
Churchill (2-4).

Detroit Urban Lutheran 37, Canton
Agape Christian 30: Valerie Watkins
scored 13 points for Urban Lutheran
(1-4). Brianna Chrenko scored 21 for
Agape Christian (1-3).

Flint Northern 52, Canton 39; Senior
guard Takeya Fortner had 16 points, 10
rebounds and three steals for Northern
(4-2). Lisa Ealy scored 17points for
Canton.

Garden City 51, Westland Glenn 41:
Senior Melissa forma scored 13 points
and senior Lindsay Fletemier 11 for
Garden City (3-2). Junior Brittney
Brown scored 15 and senior Jennifer
Swartz 10 for Glenn (3-2).

Grosse Pointe Woods University
Liggett 58, Royal Oak Shrine 49: Senior
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Mega
Dearborn Edsel Ford 56, Highland

Park 40: Sophomore center Michelle
Boettger scored 12 points, freshman
Michelle Gaedke 11 and senior forward
Molly Machak 10 for Edsel Ford (3-1).
Junior forward Roxanne Childs had 18
for Highland Park.

Redford Thurston 50, Ypsilanti
Willow Run 49: Senior guard Chloe
Booker scored 23 points, including the
winning free throw with 2.2 seconds
left in the game, for Thurston (1-3).
Junior T.J. Cunningham added 14.
Kenita Harold scored 14'for Willow Run
(2-2).

-0,3-0 Melissa Deptula 11 for Annapolis (0-5).
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Redford Union 50, Dearborn Heights

e 60, Detroit Annapolis 46: Senior guard Janice
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tt 16 for West- Taylor Kennedy 45, Ecorse 15:

Sophomore center Samantha Cain and
freshman guard Kourtney Davis each
scored 11 points for Kennedy (2-3).
Ecorse Is 0-4.

Taylor Truman 46, Wyandotte
Roosevelt 42: Senior forward Janelle
Harris scored 16 points and had 19
rebounds for Truman (4-1). Wyandotte
is 0-5.
Metro

Bloomfield Hills Cranbrook King-
swood 27, Harper Woods 23: Junior
guard Ashleigh Green scored nine
points for Kingswood (2-3,1-0), Harper
Woods is 0-6,0-1.

riawsnn 47. Maromh luHteran

1).

. Milan 44:
>red 23 points
ll for Airport
IS and Nicole
>r Milan (0-3,

oe Jefferson 31:
pks scored 13
center Michelle
d Chelsea

1 for Grosse lie
r Kate Wigman
(2-4,0-1).



KIRTHMON F. DOZIER/Oetroit Free Press

Novi coach Bob Smith outlines the Hudson Mills Metropark course before the Wildcats
ran against Pinckney in a Kensington Valiey Conference meet. Pinckney won, 17-43.

Vovi strives to keep paee
in season of ehanges at top

in 2005. Four of Novi’s five captains
are juniors: Rick Manza, Alex Prasad,
Scott Wagner and Mike Wheat, join
ing senior Steve Fannon. Only Wheat
and senior Bobby Watts ran at the

At first giance it appears the Novi state meet. Sophomore Josh Lumley
cross-country team is as green as the and freshman Lukas Barnes are also
singlets the Wildcats wear. among the team’s top runners.
Mer finishing fourth at last year’s “You can tell just from being

Division 1 state meet, the Wildcatslost around the guys on this team that they
^0 all-state runners to graduation, don’t take anything for granted,"
Their third and fourth runners were Wagner said following Novi’s 24-31
also seniors, and their fifth man, who victory over Howell on Tuesday,
would have been a junior this season, which made the Wildcats 1-1 in dual
moved to California. Three others in meets. "We had two guys, myself in-
the team’s top 10 also graduated, ieav- eluded, put in 600 miles over the sum-
ing Novi with two runners who have mer, and four or five guys 500 miles,
significant varsity experience. and we also went up to a cross-coun-

Butcciach Robert Smith is optimis- try camp. We know we’re going to
tic heading into Saturday's Walled have to pick it up to keep pace with
Lake Western Invitational. what we've done the past few years.”
“We only have three seniors on a Novi isn’t the only 2004 contender

squad of32, which on paper would be in this spot. State champion Milford
alarming, but I am pleasantly sur- and runner-up Pinckney graduated
prised with our returning guys,” he their top three runners. (Pinckney
said. “The junior class stepped up; beat Novi last week in a dual meet)
they did their homework in the sum- Third-place Ann Arbor Huron re-
mer and came in ready to go. They turns only one of its top seven. Fifth-
don’t want to be the team that lets

tradition down, and so far they’ve
ceeded all expectations.”

CROSS-COUNTRY

By WRIGHT WILSON
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place Ann Arbor Pioneer graduated
its top two. Overall, 26 of the 30 all-
state runners from 2004 were seniors.

Novi s theme is "tradition never "The best team in the state is no-
graduates, and the team hopes to where near as good as last year, but
post its eighth consecutive top-10 fin- the lower teams are better,” Smith
ish at state. The Wildcats began the said.“WherewewouldfitisdifricuItto
streak with Class A state champion- tell. It's really going to be a great

and 1999. son.... It’s still early, and you can’t tell
They will depend on a young lineup who the favorites are going to be.”
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Novi High School

RE. teacher
chesen for
halls of fame
Megan Wallen
Staff Writer

Weight-iraining A

teacher. Boys Cross ■

Country and Track «
coach Bob Smith 1

was just inducted |
intothe Athletic Hall

of Fame at South

Lyon High School

and Alma College. —
Smith set a record of 48.7 seconds in the

440-yd. dash that still stands today. He also

won four Michigan Intercollegiate Athletic

Association (MIAA) Championships in

three events: the triple jump, 440-yd. dash
and 400-meter dash. In 1977 and 1978, he

qualified for the NCAA Championships, and
in 1978 was named the MIAA Most Valu

able Runner.
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